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XV PREFACE. 

are drawn, i^e reader may expe(5t to find them conneded 
and regular, fufficiently iinportant and impreffive, and di- 
vefted of every thing tha^ iscitlier trite or eccentric. The 
frequent perufal of Juch compofition, naturally tends to in- 
fufea talje for this fpecies of excellence ^ and to produce a 
habit of thinking, arid, of comporing, with judgment and. 
accuracy.* 

That this coUeftJon may alfo ferve the purpofe of promote 
ing piety and virtue, the Compiler has introduced many 
extrads, which, place religion in the moft amia]blc light ; 
;ind which recommend a great variety of moral diiities, bv 
the excellence of their nature, and the happy cffedls which 
they produce. Thefe fubje^s are exhibited in a ftyle and. 
manner, whijch are cajculated to arrefl: the attention ojC 
youth ; and to make ftx^opg and durable imprclEons oq, 
their minds-f 

-The Compiler has been careful to avoid every eiprcdion. 
iiXid fentiment, that might gratify a corrupt mind, or, in the 
leaft degree, oflfend th^ eye or ear of i» nocence. This he 
conceives to be peculiarly incumbent on every perfoij who, 
writes for the benefit of youth. It would, indecjd, be a^ 
great and. happy improvement in education, if no writings, 
were allowed to come under their notice, but fuch as are- 
perfe<5tly innocent ; and if, on all proper occafions, they 
were encouraged to perufe thofe which tend to infpire a due 
reverence for virtue, and an ajbhorrcnce of vice» as well as. 
'o animate them with fentiments, of piety and goodnefs. 
Such impreflSons deeply engraven on their mindsyand con- 
nedled with all their attainments, could fcarcely fkil of at- 
tending them through life ;, and of producing a folidity of 
^ prmciple and chara^er, that would be able to refift the dan.- 
ger arifmg from future intereourfe with the world. 

The Author has endeavoured to relieve the grave and 

* The Grammatical $tudent, in h(s pr-Qgref& through this work, 
will meet with numerous indaiices of compofiuon, in Aritb comfprmity 
to the rules for promoting peripicuQus an^ elegant writing contained 
in the Appendix to the Author's KngUHi Grammar. By oecaiionally 
examining this conformity, he wiU be confirme4 in th^ utility of thofe 
rules ; and be enabled to apply them with eafe and de^teiriey. 

j- In fome of the piecet, the Compiler has made a few alteratlontt 
chicly verba), (o adaj^t them thf better tQ the diefign of his w.orl^ 
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PREFACE. V 

ferious parts of his colledlion, by the occafional admifllon of 
pieces which amiifc as well as inftrudl. If, however, any of 
his readers (hould think it contains too great a proportion 
of the former, it may be fome apology, to obferve that, in 
the exifting publications deftgned for the per^fal of young 
perfons, the preponderancte is gre«^ on the fide of gay and 
amnfing prodtw5lions. Too much attention may be paid to 
this medium of improvement. When the imagination, of 
youth efpecialily, is much entertainedr the fober dictates of 
the under/landing are regarded with imltficrcnce ; and the 
mfiuence of the goodaffedlions, is either feeble, or tranfientv 
A temperate ufe of fuch eatertainment feems therefore req- 
uifite, to afford proper fcopc for the operations of the un- 
derftandinj}^ and the heart. 

The reader will ^perceive, thi»t the Compiler has been 
iblicitous to recommend to young perfons, the pe^ «fal ofthc 
facred Scriptures, by interfperfing through his wr-k, fome 
of the moft beau lif 111 and intereftiDg palfages of thofe in- 
valuable writings. To excite am early tafte and veneration 
:^for this great rule of life, is a point of fo highimportance> 
^s to warrant the attempt to promote 4t on every proper 
occafion. 

To improve the young mind, and to afi^Drd fome aflift- 
ance to tutots, tn the arduous and important v/ork of edi>- 
cation, were the motives which led to this pi^duclion. If 
the Author ihould be fo fuccefsful as to accompli (b theffe 
ends, even in a fm all degree, he will thinfe his time and^ 
pains well employed* and himfelf amply rc^'ardcd. 
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INTfioI>uetIO^^• 



OBbERFAtlONS ON THE JPRjmiPLES OS GOOD 
READING. 



^ . . . ' . . . , .. -■ , 

X O read with propriety is a pleafing and importatft 
attaininent 5 productive of improrement both to the undc^^ 
ftanding and the heart. It is eflential to a cbmplete reader, 
that he minutely perceive the ideas, and enter into the feel- 
ings of the author, whofb fentimcnts h^ profeffes to repeat: 
for how \h it poffibk \b rcprefent clearly to others, what we 
have but faint or inaccurate conceptions of ourfelves ? If 
there were ho othet benefits refulting from the art of reading 
well, than the^neceffity it lays us under, of precifely afcer- 
talning t^e meaning of 'what w^ read ; and^ the habit thence 
acquired, off doing this with facility, both when reading 
filently and aloud, they would conftitute a fufficient com^ 
penfation for all the labour we can beftow upon the fubjeft. 
3^1 the pleafure derived to ourfelves aj|d others, froth a -> 
clear comniunication of ideas and feelings4 and the flroho; , 
and durable impreffioris made thereby on the minds of the 
reader and the audience; are confidcratiorys, which. give 
..additional importance to the ftudy ofthls necefiary andufe- 
ful art. * The perfect attainment of it doubtlefs requiries 
great atteiition and practice, joined to extfaordinary natur- 
al powers : biit ^s there are many degrees of excelkno^e in 
the arc, th« (jg ddat.whofe aims fall fhort (jf perfe<5lion will 
find him^lfi^SMr r^iarded for ev%ry Aiirtiotl he may 
tliink propef^o^tnaker ^ 

To give rules ityf theijianagetnent of tlte Vcsice in readirvg, 
by which the neceffary f^aufes, etnphafis, aild tones, may Ge c 
difcovered and put in pradiee, is notpoffible. After alt th^J. 
diredions that can be offered on thefe points, nittch will itj* * 
main to be taught by the living inftruftor : much will be 
attainable^by no other means, thah the force of example ia* 

NOTE. •- 

For ihany ©f the obf^wrvations contsuned in this preUmlnary tra^Sk^ 
the Author is indebted to the writing!! Of Dr, SUir^ ^d 10 the Ea- - 

cyclopft;diu rrkanmca, • • 
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fiucncmg the imitative powers of the learnex*. Some rules 
and principles on thcfc heads will, howcrer, be found 
ufeful, to prevent erroneous and vicious modes of utter- 
ance 5 to give the young rcadtr some tafte of the fub- 
jed ; and to affid him in acquiring a juft and accurate 
mode of delivery. The obfervations which we have* to 
make, fof thefe purpofes, may be confprifcd under the 
following heads: proper loudness of voick ; distinct- 

WESS ; Sf-OWNBS8 ; PROPRIETY OF PRORUNCIATION \ EM- 

i^Hilsis'; TON^s ; ^aoses ; and mode Qi reading verse, 

. y f x-^x' SECTION t 

nx>njL LouDifsss of rpicA. 

The firft attention of every perfon who reads to others, 

^bubtlefs, muft be, to make himfelf be heard by all thofc to 

whom he reads. Jle muft endeavour to fill with his voice 

the fpace occupied by the company. This power of voice, 

it may be thought, is wholly a natural talent. It is, in a 

'good meafure, the gift of nature j but it may receive con- 

fiderable aflirtaDce from art. .Much depends, for this pur- 

pofe, on the proper pi^h ana management of the Voice. 

.Every perfon has three pitches in his: voice ; the high, the 

• Riddle, and the low one. ^He high, is.that which he ufes . 

in calling aloUd to fome perfon at a diftance. The loW is, 

•^hcn he approaches to a whifper. The middle is, that 

which he employs in common cortverfation, and which he 

fhould generally ufe in reading to others. For it is a great 

iniftake, to imagine that one .muft take tfie higheft pitch of 

his voice, irt order to be weH heard in a large company. 

This is confounding two things which are different, loud- 

iiefs or ftrcngth of found, with the key or note on which we 

fpeak. There is a variety of ip\jnd within the compafs of 

each ^ey. A'fpeakcr may therefore render his voice 

louder, without altering the key : and we ihall always be 

able to give moft body, mo^ perfevering /force of found, to 

that pitch of voice, to which in converfation we are accu(^ 

tonied. ^ Whereas by fctting out on our higheft pitch or 

key, we certainly allow ourfelves lefs compafs, and are 

likely to fti^ain our voice before we have done. We (hall 

fatigue ourfelves, and read witli pain ; and whenever a 

perfon fpeaks with paiin to hhnfelf, ht is always heard with 

pain by his audience* ^Let as therefore give the voice full 
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Tm INTRODUCTION. 

ftrength and fivell of fiwiid ; but always pitch it ou otit 
ordinary fpeaking key.) { It Ihewld be a conftaiu rule, never 
to utter a greater quantity of 4roiee, than we can afford 
■without pam to ourfelves^ and wiftout any extraordinary 
cflFort. As long as we keep within thefe bounds, the other 
Organs of fpeech will be at liberty to difcharge their feveral 
omces with cafe ; and we (hall always have our voice under 
command. But whenever we tranlgrefs thefe bounds, we 
|;ivc up the reins, and have no longer any management of 
It. 0^ 's a ufeful rule too, in order to be well heard, to cafl: 
our eye on fome of the mod diftant perfons in the* compa- 
ny, and to confider ourfelves as reading to them.^ We nat- 
urally and mechanically utter our words with iuch a degree 
of ftrength, as to nrake ourfelves be heard by the perfon^ 
■^hom we addrefs, provided he is within the reach cf our 
voice* As this is the cafe in converfation, it wiH hold alfo in 
reading to others. Butiet us remember, that in reading, 
as well as in converfalion, itispoffible ^r> offend by fpeaking. 
too loud. This extreme hurts the ear, by making the voice 
come upon it in rnmbliitg indiftin£b maffes. 

By the habit of reading, when young, m a loud and vc- 
hement manner, the voice bccomap fixed in a ftrained and 
unnatural ktj ; and is rendered incapable of that variety 
of elevation and depreflion which conftitutes the true har- 
mony of utterance, and affords eafe to the reader, and plcaf- 
ure to the audience. This unnatural phch of the voice, 
and difagreeable monotony, are moft obfervable in perfons 
who were taught to read in large rooms ; who were accuf- 
tomed to (land at too great diftance, when reading to their 
teachers ; whole inftrudors were very imperfed in their 
hearing ; or who were taught by perfons, that confidered 
loud expreflSon as the chief requifile in forming a good 
reader^ Thefe are circumftances which demand the feri- 
ous attention of every one to whom the education of youlfc 
is fpmmitted. 

SECTION It > ^ 

DiiriNCf9fIiS9. 

In the next place, to being well heard and clearly undtf>- 
ftood, dtftin^nefs of articulation contributes mote than mere 
loudnefs of found. The quantity of found neceflary to JU 
€Yen a large fpace, is fmalltx than is commonlfin-agined ; 
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%nd, k vgicc 

"will n reach, 

'with to pay 

grea utters, 

its d 1 even 

every letter in the word which he pronounccsrbc 1)eard 
diftindlly ; without blurring, whifpering, or fiipprcflitig any 
of the proper founds. 

An acccvrate knowjedgc of the fimple^ elementary founds 
of the language, and a iacih'ty in cxpreffing them, are fo 
ccceflary to dittin<flnefs of exprefliqih ^^^t if the Icamei'i. 
attainments are, in thlirefpeft, imperfect, (and many there 
are in this fitua.tion,).it will be incumbent on his teacher, ta 
carry him back to thefe primary articulations ; and to fuf*- 
jend his progreft, till he become pcrfedlly maA^r of thero- 
It will be in. vain to prefs him forward, with the hope of 
forming a. good reader, if he cannot completely a,rtical«it^ 
^>iery elemtntary found of the language. 

DVM DMOKMM OF %tOWVU9* 

In order to eiprefs ourielves diftin6lly» roodtration is 
requifite with regax-d.to the fpeed of pronouncmg* Precip- 
itancy of fpeec;b confounds all articulation, and ii^ mc^li- 
ipg. It is f carc^]y necefikry to obferve, that there may be. 
alfo an extreme on, the oppofite fide. It is obvious that a 
lifelefs drawling manner of reading, which allows the minds, 
of the hearers to be always outrunning the fptakcfy mud 
render every fucb performance infipid and fatigumg. Btit 
the extremje of reading too fail is mueh more common^ and 
requires the more to be guarded againft, becaufc» ^^hen it 
bas grown up into a habit, few errors are mor6 difficult to 
be corrcfted. To proi)ounqe with a propct* degfee of flow- 
9t&, and. with fojl and clear ar.ticulation, is necelTary to be 
ftudied by all, whp wilh. to becorpe good readers; and it 
cannot bp too much re<;ommend^d to them. Such a pro- 
nunpiaxion gives weight and. d'gnity. to ^he fubje^. It. is a 
ereat afliftance to the voice, by the paufes and refts w^ich. 
Mt allows it more ealily to make ; and it tnables t)ie rea Jft- 
to fwell all his Jfounds, bpth. with* more force and ipore 
•hjirmoiiy. 
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PROrRtatr OF PROlfUNl 

After the fiindamental attentions to the pitch sund man- 
agement of the voice, to difltndl articulation, and to a 
proper degree of Oownefs cf fpecch, what the young reader ' 
mud, in the next place, (ludy, is^ropriety of pronuncia- 
tion ; or, giving to every word whi^h he utters, tliat found 
which the beft tilkge of the language appropriates to it ; in 
wppofition to broad, vulgar, or provincial pronunciation. 
This is rcqutfitc both for reading intclligiblyrand for reading 
with corrcT^nefs and eafe» In(lru6^ion$ concerning this ar- 
ticle j»ay bert be given by the living teacher. But there i^ 
one obfervation, which k may tiot be improper here to 
make. In the EnofUlh language, every word which confifts 
of more fyllables than one, has one accented fyllable. The 
accent re(ls fometlines on the Towely^ometimes on the con- 
fbnant. The genius of the language, requircs'the VDice to- 
mark that fy liable by a ftronger perciiOlon, and to pafs more 
flightly over the reft. Now, after we have learned the prop- 
er feats of thefe accents, it is an irnpoi*tant rtUe, to give 
every word jnft the fam« accent in reading, as m comiaon 
difcourfe* Many pcrfons err in this refpciSf. When they 
read to others, and with iblcmnity, they pronounce the 
fyllables in a diHerent manner from what they do at other 
times. They dwell upon them, and protraft them j tliey 
multiply accents dn tlie fame word ; from^ mistaken no- 
tion, that it gives. gravity and importance to therr fiibje^, 
and adds to the energy of their delivery. Whereas this is 
one of the greatei[l faults that can be commttied in pronun- 
ciation : it makes what is called a pompous or mouthing 
manner ; and gives an artificial affe6kd air to readings 
which detiafls greatly both from its agrceablenefs, and its 
impreflion. 

Sheridan and Walker have publifted Bi^ionarles, for 
afcertatning the true and beft pronunciation of the words of 
our language. By ;rtteinuv€l y consulting them, particularly 
" Walker's Pronouneing Didlionary,"die young reader will 
be much affifted, in his endeavours to attain a correal pro- 
nunciation of the words^ belonging to the Engliih langu.a^e.: 
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Emphafis is meant a ftrongei and fuller found 

voice, by which we diftinguifh fome word or words, 
which we dcfign to lay particular ftrefs, and to (bow h 
they affedt the reft of die fentence. Sometimes the c 
pfiatic words muft be diftinguifhed by a particular tone 
voice, as well as by a particular ftrefs. On the right m; 
agcment of the emphafis depend^ the life of pronunciati< 
If no emphafis be placed on any words, not only is < 
courfe rendered heavy and lifelefs, but the meaning 1 
often a:mbiguous. if the emphafis be placed wrong, 
pervert and confound the meamng wholly. 

Emphafis may be divided into the superior and the 
TERiOR emphafis. The fuperior emphafis determines 1 
meaning of a fentence, with refcrepce to fomcthing d 
before, prefuppofed by the author as general knowlec^e, 
removes an ambiguity, where a paflage may have m( 
fenfes than one. The inferior emphafis enfirce^^ graces^ a 
tnlivsmi but docs not jhc^ the meaning of any pafTaj 
Thd words to which this latter emphafis is given, are, 
general, fuch as feem the moR important in die fenten 
or, on other accounts, to merit this diftinftion. The f 
lowing paflage wjJi /erve to exemplify the fuperior cmpha 

« Of man's firft difobedience, and the fruit 

•« Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortal uftc 

« Brought death into the worid,and all our wo " &e. 

"Singhcav'nlyMufer 

Suppttdng that originally other beinp;s, befides men, h 
laBfbbefed the commands of the Almighty, and that t 
drcumftance were well known to us, there would fall 
emphafis ttpon the word man^s in the firfl line ; and her 
it would be read thus : 

**(}fmaits fii^ft difobedieiiee, and theffiat/* Jtc. 
But if it were a notorious truth, that ma^ind hsid trai 
greifed in a peculiar manner more dhan once» the empha 
ihottld fall onfirji ; and the line be rcad» 

« Of *iah*f/^ difobedlewc,- Ac. 
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Again> ad^yktutg dei^ (|n wasVeally the eafe)^ hare 
been an anhear3of and cfi-eadfulpunifhrnent, brotight upoti 
mail in confeqnence of fafs tranfgreffion ^ on that fuppofi* 
tion the third line would lie read, 

" BrougHt *^ into the ifrorld/' 8cc, 

Btit if we were to fuppofe, that mankind knew there was 
fuch an evil as death ia odier regions, though the place 
they inhabited had been free from it till d^ traufgrefHoliy 
the line would run tlius : 

« Brought dtath into the werUy &c. 

The fuperior ejuphafis finds place in the following fliort 
fentencei which admits of four diftind meanings^ each of" 
which is afcertained by the emphafis only. 
" Do you ride to town to-day ?** 

The following examples illuftrate the nature atid ufe of 
the inferior emphafis : 
«< Many perfons miftake the^/(w^^ ifer the prailice of virtue.'* 
** Shall I reward his fervices vixih falfeh^od ? iSh^ll I for-* 
get him who cannot forget me P** 

" If his prindples 2X^falfe^ no apblogy from bHnfelfx:^. 
linake them right : if foutided Jti ^f^utb^ no cenfure front 
:^thert can make them nurohg,** 

« Though deeply tt cUar ; though ^*«jr/<f, yet iiotduUi 
<* Strang withoat rdge : Without o'erfitnvingy^i:* 

^* A yr/V«</ exaggerates a man's virtues ; ^n enemy ^ ht£ 
crimed.** 

" The fwife man is happy, >^hen he gaihs )ti\%^0nm ap^rd^ 
bation ; the ^<?/, when he gains that orWififr/." , 

The fuperior emphafts, in readmgai iiii^akiii^, ^uft.N 
lietermined entirely by ihe^^i^ of the fiafla^, ami dway$ 
made ai^ ^but as tb the inferior emphafis, fafie alone feelSil 
to havc%ie Mght of fixing Its fituation and quantity* 

Amtmg the number of perfons, ^ho have had proper opfi 
iJotttinities of learning to reid, in the bed nlanner it \& now 
taiight, very few could be feleAed, who,irt a given inftance^ 
would ufe the inferior emphafis alike, either as to place or 
quantity. Some perfoni, indeed, ufe fcarcelv any degree 6f 
it : ^nd otbers 4<^ not fcniple t^ Cmty it much htfotid dnf 
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thing to be found in eommom difcourfe ; and evea feme- 
times throw it upon words fo very trifling in themfelves, 
that it is evidently done with no other view, than to^ive 

freater variety to the modulation.* Notwithftanding this 
iverfity of practice, there are certainly proper boundaries^ 
^ within which this emphafis muft be reftrained, in order to 
make it meet the approbation of found judgment and cor- 
re^ tafte. It will doubtkfs have different degrees of exer- 
tion, according to the greater or lefs degree of importance 
of the words upon which it operates ; and there may be 
very properly fome variety in the ufe of it : but its appli- 
cation is not arbitrary, depending on the caprice of readers- 

As emphafis often falls on words in different parts of the 
fame fentence, fo it is frequently required to be continued, 
with a little variation, on two, and fometiraes more words 
together. The following fentences exemplify both the parts 
of this pofition : **lf you feek to make one rich, ftudy not 
to increafe his ftoresy but to dimimJJ? his cUJires.^* " The 
Mexican figures, or piiSiure writing, represent things not 
ivords ; the/ exhibit images to the eye^ not ideas to the under* 
fianding*^^ 

Some fentences are ^o full and comprehenfive, that 
almoft every word is.emphatical : as, " Ye hills and dales, 
ye rivers, woods, and plains 1" or, as that pathetic cx- 
poftulation in the prophecy of Eiekiel. •* Why will ye die !" 

Emphafis, befide its other offices, is the great regu- 
lator of quantity. Tllough the quantity of our fyllables 
is fixed, in words feparately pronounced, yet it is muta- 
blCf when thefe words arc ranged in fentences ; the long 
being changed into fhort, the Ihort into long, according 
to flie importance of the words with regard to meaning. 
Emphafis also, in particular cafes, alters the feat of the 
accent. Fhis is demonftrable from the following examples. 
« He &aU //rcreafe, but I Ihall </?ctease." " There is a 
difference between giving and /^rgiving.** ** In this fpe- 
cies of compofition, /A/wibility is much more effentlal than 

• By modulation is meant that plealing variety of voice, which 15 
perceived in uttering a fentence, and which, in its nature, is perfectly 
di(tin(% from emphaiis. and the tones of emotion and pafllon. The 
young reader ihould be careful to render his modulation corredl and 
eafy ; and, for this purfHjfe, ffaould fonn it upon the model of the 
vM. judicious and accurate fpeakers. . ^ 

B ' 
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frohahiWiy ." In thefc cxaAiplcs, the emphafis requites 
tke accent to be placed on fyllables, to which tt does 
not commonly belong. 

In order to acquire the proper management of the 
cmphafis, the great role to be given, is, that the reader 
l^udy to attain a juft conception of the force and i{Jirit 
of the fentiments which he is to -pronounce. For to lay 
the emphafis with cxaft propriety, is a conftant erercife 
of good fenfe and attention. It is far from being an 
inconfiderable attainment. It is one of the raoft decifive 
trials of a true and jnft tafte ; and muft arife from feel- 
ing dieJicately ourfelves, and from judging accurately of 
what is.fittefl to ftrike the feeKngs of others. 

There is one error, againft which it is particularly proper 
• to caution the learner ; namely, that of multiplying em- 
phatical words too much, and niing the emphafis indiA 
criminately. It is only by a prudent referve and diftin^tion 
ia the ufe of them, that we can give them any weight. If 
they recur too often ; if a reader attempts to render every 
thing he exprefles of high impoitance, by a multitude of 
ftrong emphafes, we foon learn to pay little regard to them. 
To crowd every fentence with emphatical words, is like 
crowding all the pages of a book with Italic chara(5lers ; 
which, as to the effcft, is juft the fame as to ufe no fuch 
diflin^tioQs at alL 

SECTION VI. 

Tones are ditferent both from emphafis and paufes ; con* 
fitting in the notes or variations of found which we employ, 
ia the expreflion of our fentiftitnts. Emphafis affe^s par- 
ticular words and phrafe, ^wUjk a ^gree of tone or inflec- 
tion of voice ; but tonesi peculiarly fo called, affe6^ ien- 
tences, paragraphs, and fometimes «ven the whole of a 
difcoUrfe. 

To (how the ufe and necefljty of tones, we need <mly ob^ 
ierve, that the mind, in communicating it5 ideas, is inf^a 
conftant date of activity, emotion, or agitation, from tHe; 
dlfFeteilt effects which thofe ideas produce in the fpesiker. 
Now the end of fuch communication being, not merely to 
lay open the ideas, but alfo the different feelings which 
they excite in him who utters them, there muft he othef 
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figns tl«m word*, to manifeft thofe feelings ; as words ut- 
tered in a monotonous manner can reprefent only a fixnilar 
ftate of mind, pcrfedlly free ftom all activity or emotion. 
As the communicatior* of thefe internal feelings, was of 
much more confequence in our fecial intercourfe, than the 
mere conveyance of ideas, the Author of our being did not, 
as in tliat conveyance, leave the invention of the language 
of emction, to man •, but impreffed it himfelf upon our na- 
ture, in the fame manner as he has done with regard to the 
reft of the animal world ; all of which exprefs their various 
' feelitigs, by various tones* Ours, indeed, froiti the fuperior 
Tank that we hold, are in a high degree more comprehen- 
five J as there is not an aft of the mind, an exertion of the 
fancy, or au emotion of the heart, which has not its pecu- 
liar tone, on note of th^ voice, by which it is to be expreff- 
cd ; and which is fuited exaftly to the degree of internal 
feeling. It is chiefly in the proper ufe of thefe tones, that 
the life, fpirit, beauty, and harmony of delivery confift. 

The limits of this introduftion, do not admit of examples, 
to iJIoftrate the variety of tones belonging to the difierent 
paeons and emotions. We fliall, however, fcleft one, 
which is extrafted £rom the beautiful lamentation of David 
over Saul and Jonathan, and which will, in fome degree, 
elucidate what has been faid on this fubje^. •* The beairty 
of Israel is QeAtk upon thy high places i how are the mighty 
iallei^ 1 Tell ii not in Gaih ; puUilh it not in the Areets of 
Aikdon : Jcil the daughters of the Philiftincs rejoice ; left 
the daughters of the uncircumcifed trramph. Ye moun- 
tains of Gilboa, let there be no dew nor rain upon you, jnor 
fields of offerings 5 for there the fhield of the mighty was 
vilely caft away ; the.ftiieldof Saul, as though he had not 
been anointed with oil." The firft of thefe divifions ex- 
preiTes forrow and lamentation : ^refore the note is low. 
The next contains a fpirited comm^d, and fhonld be pro- 
nounced much higher. The other fcntcnce, in which he 
makes a pathetic addrefs to the mountains where his friends 
had been flain, muft be expreffed in a note quite diflferent 
from the two former ; not fo low ^ the firft, nor fo highr 
as thefecond, in a manly, firm, and yet plaintive tone. 

The corrcftand natural language of the emotions, is not 
lb diflScuIt to be attained, as moft readers seem to imagine. 
K.we enter into the fpirit oSf the author's- fentimepits, a»; 
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well as into the meaning of his words, we (hall not fanl'to 
deliver the words in properly varied ton^s. For there are 
few people, who fpeak En^lilh without a provincial note, 
that have not an accurate ufe of tones, when they utter 
their fentiments in earned dlfcourfe. And the reafonthat 
they have not the fame ufe. of them, in reading aloud the 
fentiments of others, may be traced to the very d^fedlive 
and erroneous method, in which the art of reading is 
taught ; whereby all the various, natural, exprefl5ve tones 
of fpeech* arc fupprefFed ; and a few artificial, unmeaning 
reading notes, are fubftituted for them. 

But when we recommend to readers, an attention to the 
tone and language of emotions, we muft be underftood ta 
do it with proper limkatiop. .Moderation i3 neceffary in 
this point, as it is in other things. For when reading b«c 
comes ftridly imitative, it afiiimes a theatrical manner, and 
muft be highly improper, as well as give offence to the 
hearers ; because it is tnconfiftent with that delicacy and 
modefty, which are iadifpenfable on fuch occafions. The 
Jpcaker who delivers his own emotions, muft be fuppofed to 
be more vivid and animated, than would be proper in the 
perfoi\ who relates them at Second hand. 

We ftiall conclude this fedlion with the following Mile^ 
for the topes that indicate t)ie paflions and emotions. '* In 
reading, let all your tones of expreflion be borrowed frona 
thofe of common fpeech, but, in fome degree, more fiiintly 
chara6lerifed« Let thofe> tones which fignify any diiagree* 
able paftion of the mind, be ftill more faint than thoTe 
which indicate agreeable emotions : and, on s^U occafions, 
preferve yourfclf fo far from being affefted with the fubje^, 
as to be able to proceed through it, wjth that eafy ana 
mafterly manner, which has its good eflfeds in this, as well 
as in every other art." 

SECTION Vlt 

FJVSE9, 

Pauses or refts, in fpeaking or reading, are a total cefla- 
tion of the voice, during a perceptible, and, jn many cafes, 
a meafurable fpace of time. Paufes are equally neceffary 
to the fpeaker, and the hejarer. To the fpeaker, that he 
may take breath, wijthout which he cannot proceed far in 
delivery ; aqd that Ixc may* by thcfe temporary refts, re- 
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Keve the organs offpeech, which otherwife would be foon 
tired by continued adion ; to the hearer, that the ear alio- 
may be relieved from the fatigue, which it would otherwife 
endure from a continuity of found ; and that the undcr- 
fiandinq; may have fudicient time to mark the diftin^Ion of 
fentences, and tlieir feveral members. 

Thare are two lands of paufes : firft, emphatical paufes ; 
and next, fuch as mark the diftinflions of fcnfe. An em- 
phatical paufe is generally made afier fomething has bcea 
faid of peculiar moment, and on which we dcfire to fix the 
hearer's attention. Sometimes, heforc fuch a thing is.faid, 
we ufher it in with a paufe of this nature. Such paufes have 
the fame eflFe^ as a ilrong emphafis ; and are fubje^l to the 
fame rules ; efpecially to the caution, of not repeating them 
too frequently. For as they excite uncommon attention, 
»nd of courfe raife expe^lation, . if the importance of the 
matter be not fully anfwerable tofi^ch expectation, they oc- - 
cafion difappointment and diiguft. - 

But the moft/requent and the principal ufe of paufes, is, 
to mark the dJvi(ions of the fcnfe, and at the fame time to ■ 
allow the reader to draw his* breath ; and tlie proper an J 
delicate adjuftment of fuch paufes, is one of the mod nice 
and difficult articles of delivery. In all reading, the man- 
agement of the breath requires a good deal of care, fa as not 
to oblige us to divide words from one another, which have 
fo intimate.a connection, that they ought to be pTCnounceJ 
•with the /ame hi^Vithy and withoat the Jeail leparatlon. 
Manj a fentence is miferably mangled, and the force of the 
emphafis totally loft, by dividons being made in tlie wron^ 
place. To avoid this, every one, while he b rcadiiig, ihould 
be very careful to provide a full fupply of breath for wliac 
he' is to utter. It is agreat milVake to ir/iagine, tliut tlie 
breath mud-be drawn only at the end of ^ period, when the 
voice is allowed to fall. It may eafily be gathered at the 
intervals of thepcriody when the voice ii fufpended only for 
a .moment ; and, by this managemcfat, one may always 
have a fufficient (lock for carrying ^a the longell fcutcnee, • 
without improper interruptions. 

Paufes in. reading muil generilly be formed upon the 
manner in which we utter ourfelves in ordinary, fenfihle 
converfation 5 and not upon the QlfF artificial maraier, which 
4S acquired frcm reading book;i according to t^e (;oinmon 
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ptjn^uation. It will by no means be fufficknt to Tdimd 
to the points ufcd in printing ; for thefe are far from 
juarking all the patfes, which ought to be made in reading. 
A mechanical attention to thefe refting places, has perhaps 
been one cauTe of monotony, by leading the reader to a 
fimilar tone alt cv^ry ftop, and a uniform cadence at every 
period. The primary ufe of points, is to affift the reader in 
difcerning the grammatical conftrufiion ; and it is only as a 
fecondary objeS, that they regulate his pronunciation. On 
thi» head, the following diredlion may be of ufe : •* Though 
in redding great attention (hould be paid to the flops, yet a 
greater fhould be given to the fenfe ; and their correfpondent 
times occafionally lengthened beyond what is ufaal in com- 
mon fpeech." 

To render paufcs pleafing and expreffive, they muft not 
only be made in the right place, but allb accompanied with 
a proper tone of voice, by which the nature of thefe paufes 
is intimated ; much more than by the length of them, which 
can feldom be eiaftly meafured. Sometiines it is only a 
flight and fimpl? fufpenfion of voice that is proper ; fome- 
times a degree of cadenpe in the voice is required ; and fome- 
times thrft peculiar tone and cadence which denote the fen- 
tence to be finifhed. In all thefb cafes, we are to regttlate 
ourfeives by attending to the manner in which nature teaches 
us to rp eak, when engaged in real and earneft difcourfe with 
others. The following fentence exemplifies the fufpending^ 
and the chffig paufes : •* Hope, the balm of life, fooths us ^ 
under every misfortune." The firft and fecond paufes are 
accompanied by an infledlion of yoice, that gives the hearer 
a.i expedaiion of ibtnething furthet to complete the fenfe : 
the infleiftion attending the third paufe, fignifies that the 
{triit is completed. 

The preceding example is an illuftration of the fufpend- 
ing paufe, in its timple ftate : the following in ftance exhibits 
that paufe with a degree of cadence in thcvoic^ j ** If coft- 
tent cannot remove the difquietudes of tixankind, i| will at 
lead alleviate them.'*^ ^ 

The ftKfpending paufe is often, in the fame fentence, at- 
tended with both the ri/ing and the falline Infledlion of voi^e ; 
as will be fcen in this example : ** Moderate exercifeS and 
habitual temperance', (Irengthen the conftitution."* 

• The rifwig lQfre<5tion k de|iloi^4 by the acute ; the fi^lUxig, by tli® 
gVave accent. 
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As the fufpendmg paufe maybe tlias attended with both 
the rilirig and the falling infl^eaion, it is the fame with re- 
gard to the doling paufe : it admits of both. The falling 
mfle6lion generally accompamesit ; but it is not unfrequently 
Connc<acd with the.rifing mfledlion. Interrogative fen- 
tences, for inftance, are often terminated in this manner : 
as, " Am I ungrateful' ?" " Is he in eameft' ?'' 

But where a fentence is begun by an interrogative pro- 
noun or adverb, it is commonly terminated by the falling 
infleaion : as, " What has he gamed by his folly' ?" ** Who 
will affift him^ ?'' " Where is the meifengcr'' ?" " When 
did he arrive' ?" 

Where two queftions are united in one fentence, and con- 
^nefted by tha conjundion or^ the firft takes the rifing, the 
fecond the fallmg inflexion : as, " Does his condud fupporc 
difcipline', or deftroy iO V* 

The rifing and falling inflexions muft not be confounded 
with emphaSs. Though they may often coincide, they are, 
in their nature^ perfectly diftinX* Emphafis folnetimes con- 
ttols thofe infkdionsi 

The regular application of the rifing and falling inflec- 
tions, conftrs {6 much beauty on expreflion, and is fo nec- 
cfTary to be (Itidied by the youiig reader, that we fhall infert 
a few more examples to induce him to pay greater attention 
to the fubjeft. In thefe inftances, alt the inflexions are not 
marked. Such only are dillinguifhed as are moft ftriking, 
and will bed ferve to fhow the reader their utility and im- 
portance. 

** Manufactures', trade', and agriculture^ naturally em- 
ploy more than niiicteen parts in twenty, of the human 
fpecies" 

- *« He who refigns the world, has no temptation to envy', 
hatred', malict', aKger' ; but is in^ conftant pofleflion of a 
fereis mind : he who follows the pleasures of it, which are 
in thek very nature difappointing, is in conftant fearch of 
care', foliiudv.', remoriti', and confufion\*' . k 

♦* To advife the ignorantS relieve the ueedy% comfort 
tiiff adcfled'j are duties that fall in our wSy 2^ moft every 
. day of our lives." 

^ Thofe evil fpirits, who, by long* ^ftom^ have con- 
trafted in the body habits of luft/ attd^leftiaa^lity*-' f malice', 
and revenge* j an ayeriion to everything that k good.',)u[l'i 
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and laudable', are naturallf feafonsd and prepared fdr |min 
and mifcry." 

** I am perfisaded, that neither death', nor life* i nor an- 
gels, nor principalities^i nor powers* ; nor. things fMrefcni^, 
nor things to come* ; nor heighf, nor depth* ; nor any^ 
other creature^! Oiall be able to feparate us from the lore of 
God\" 

The reader who would wifh to fee a minute and ingenious 
inveftigation of. the nature ofthefe inflexions, and the rules. 
hj which they are governed, may confult the firft volunw^ 
of Walker's Elements of Elocution* 

■SECTION vm. 

MJVKMZ OF AEADXiTG TMMM. 

WiiSM wc are reading vcrfc, thcr€ is a peculiar difficukf 
in making the paufes juftly. The diflficuky arifes from th* 
Jselody afvcrfe, which didates to the ear paufes or refts 
of its own : and to adjuft and compound the fe properly 
with the paufes of the fenfe, £o as neither to hurt the ear, 
nor offend the underftanding, is fo very nice a.nuitter, that 
it is no wonder we fo feldom meet with good readers of 
poetry. There are t^^ kiilds <?f pauies that belong to thi 
melody of ^crfc : one is, the paufe at the end of tfc line ; 
and the other, the csefural paufe in or near the middle of it. 
With regard to the paufe at the end of the line, which 
marks that ftrain or verfe to be finished, rhyme renders this 
always feniible ; andinfomeYneafare compels us to obferve 
it in our pronunciation. In refpeX to blank verfe, we ought 
alfo to read it fo as to make evety line fc.tffible to the ear : 
for, what is the ule of melody» or for "what end has the 
poet compofed in verfe, if, in reading his I'mes, we fupprefs 
his numbers, by* omitting the final paufe ; and degrade 
them, by otH" pionunciaiion, into mi^re profe ? At the fame 
lime that we attend to this paufe, every appearance of fing- 
fong and tone muft be carefully guarded againft. The cloih 
of the line where it makes no paufe in the meaning, ought 
not to be marked by fuch a. tcme as is Mftd in finiftmig a 
fentence ; but, without either: fall or elevation of the .voice, 
it (hould be denoted only by fuch a ^ght fufpenfion of 
founds as may didinguiih the pafFage from one line to an- 
other, without injuring the meaning. 
The other kind of melodious paufes is that which faJk 
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fomewberc about the middle of the verfe, and divides it 
into two henaiftics ; a paufe, not fo great as that which 
belongs to the clofe of the line, but ftill fenfible to an or- 
dinary ear. This, which is called the caefural paufe, may 
fall, in Englifh heroic verfe, after the 4th, 5th, 6ih, or 7th 
fyllables in the line. Where the verfe is fo conlirudted, 
that this casfural paufe coincides with the flighted paafe or 
dWiCion in tlie fenfe, the line can be read ca(ily ; as in the 
two firft verfes of Pope's Meffiah : 

" Ye trymphs of Solyzna f^ begin the fong ; 

•♦ To hcav*nly themes,^* fublimer ftrsdnc belong.**^ 

But if it fhould happen that words which have fuch a ftn^ 
and mtimate connexion, as not to bear even a nnomentary 
feparation, afe divided from one another by this c«fural 
paufe, we then feel a fort of ftruggle between the icnfe and 
the found, which renders it difficult to read fuch lines hai> 
tnonioufly. The rule of proper pronunciatton in fuch cafes, 
IS to regard only the paufe which the feniF^ forms ; and to 
read the line accordingly. The negled of the cseftiral paufe 
may make the line found fom;iwhat unharmontoufiy ; but 
^e effect would be mucli wcjrfe, if the fcnfe wtre facriSced 
lb the found. For indance in the ibUowingline of Milton^ 

I .....»*.v^.. .....;..<* What in me 18 dark, 

*• IlhimiiA ; what is low, raifc and fupport*** 

the fei^ clearly didkates the paufe after ilitmsntf ftl the end 
of the third fyllable, whicb> in readings ought to be made 
accordiugly ; though, if the melody only were to be re- 
garded, illumine fhould be conneded with what follows, 
and the paufe not made till the fourth or fixth fyllable. So 
in the following line of Pope's Epiftle to Dr. Arbuthnot^ 
«« I fit, with fad civility I read ;" 

the ear plainly points out the caefural paufe as falling after 
Jadythc fourth fyllable. But it would be very bad reading 
to make any paufe there, fo as to feparate fad and civility. 
The fenfc admits of no other paufe than after the feeond 
i|ikble Jiti which therefore muft be the only paufe made in 
Yeading this part <^ the^entence. 

There is another mode of dividing fome verfes, by intro- 
ducing what may be called demi cxfuras, which require 
very flight paufes ; and which, the readcK fhould maaage 
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with judgment, or he will be apt to fall into an afe^cJ 
ilng^bng mode of pronouncing vcrfes of this kind. Tb« 
following lines exemplify the demi caefura. 

*• Warms' in the fun", rcfreiRet' in the breeze, 
** Glows' in the ftars", and b!offom/ in the trees ; 
** Lives' through all life'', extetads' through all extent, 
** Spreads^ uocfivided", operate«' unfpent." 

Before the conclufion of this introdu^ion, the Compifer 
takes the liberty to recon>mend to thofe teachers, who may 
fevour his compilation, to cxercife their pupils in dflfcover- 
ing and explaining the emphatic words, and the proper 
tones and paufes, of every portion affigned them to read; 
previoufly to their being called out to the performance. 
Thefe preparatory le^ns, in. which they ihould be regu- 
larly examinedi will improve their judgment and tafte ; 
prevent the pra^ice. of reading wiibmit attention to the 
iubjed ; and eftabliih> a habit of readily difcpvering the 
meaaingi foKce^ and beauty^ of avery fentence they perufe* 
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pie<:es in prose. 



CHAPTER 1. 

-S&LECT SVMTEHCES AHO VAftAGIlAr»C. 



D. 
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'ILIGENCE, induftry, and proper imprdvcmeint 
of time^ are material duties Qf the yonng. 

The acquifition of kno>^edge is one of the moft hon- 
ourable occupations of youth. 

Whatever ufeful or engaging endowments we poiTefs^ 
virtue is requlfite, in order to their ihini&g with proper 
luftre. 

Virttious youth gradually brings forward accoB]|>lifte4 
and flourifhing manhood. 

Sincerity «nd truth form the ba^s of every virtue. 

Difappointmentsand diftrefs are often blefiings in difgu%« 

Change and alteration form the very effence of the world. 

True happincfs is of a retired nature, and an enemy to 
pomp and noife. 

;>iler has exhibited fentences in a great 
I all the diverfity of pim^uation. If 
lies they will fully prepare the young 
inHedhonA, and modulations of voice, 
jquire. The Author's « Engliih Ener- 
auation, will afford the learner addl- 
inifelf in reading feniences ind para- 
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In order to acquire a capacity for happinefs, it muft be 
our firll ftudy to rectify inward diforders. 

Whatever purifies, fortifies alfo the heart. 

From our eagemefs to grafp, we ftranglc and deftroy 
pleafure. 

A temperate fpirit, and moderate expedlations, are ex* 
cellent fafegaards of the mind, in this uncertain and chang- 
ing ftate. / s^ 

There is nothing, except fimplicity of intention, and gu- 
rity of principle, that can ftand the left of near approach 
and ftri^ exaxnination. 

The vahie of any pofTeffion is to be chiefly eftimated, by 
the relief which it can bring us in the time of our greate(l 
need. - 

No perfon who has once yielded up the government of 
his mind, md given loofe rein to his defires and paffions, 
can tell how far thefe may carry bim. 

Tranquillity t)f mind is always moft likely to be attained, 
when the bufine^ of the woiW is temp«rtd with thoughtful 
and ferious retreat. 

He who would a^ like a wife man, and build his houfe 
on the rock, and not on the fand, fhould contemplate hu- 
man life, not only in the iun(hine, but in the (hade. 

Let ufefulnefs and beneficence^ not oftentation and van- 
ity, ditea: the train of your purfuits. 

To maintain a ^ady and unbroken inind« amidft aa the^ 
ihocks of the world, marks a great and noble fpirit. 

Patienee,by prcfepving ^compofure within, i^^fts tikeim- 
5preffion which trouble makes fromvithout. 

CompaiSonatc afieftions, even wken they dfaw tears 
from our eyes for human mifery, convey iatiifaction to the 

heart. «. , 11 i- 

They who have nothing to giv% can. often afford relief 
to others, bjr imparting what they feel. - 

Our ignorance of what is to cojue, and of what is really 
good or evil, ftould corred anxiety about worldly fuccefs. 

The vfd which covers from our fiffbt the events of fuc- 
ceeding years, is a veil woven by the nand of mercy. 

The bed preparation for all the uncertainties of futurity, 
confifts in a well ordered imnd, a good confciencc, and a 
dieeiful fubmlfllou to the will of heaven* 
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CHAP. I. SELECT SENTENCES, &C. 



SECTION 11. 
T«€ cUef misfcnunes that befaJl ns in life, can be traced 
to foBEJe vices cr foil es which we have committed. j. 

Were we to furvey the chambers of ficVntfs and diftre^ 
we (kould often find them peopled with tlie vidims of ia- 
teipperance and fenfuality, and with the children of vicious 
iadolence and (loth. 

To be wife in our own eyes, to be wife in ike opinion 
of the world, and to be wife m the fight of our Creator, 
are three thmgs fo very different, as rarely to co^cidc. 

Man, in his high^fl earthly glory, is but a reed floating 
on the dream of time, afltdi forced to follow every new di^ 
r€<5tion of the cuxreBt." * 

The corrupted temper, and the guiky pafHons of tliebad, 
fruftrate the effect of every advantage which the world con- 
fers on them. 

The external misfortunes of life, difappoiittmcnts, pov- 
erty, and fickn^st^e light in%omparifon of thofe inward 
didreScs of mind, oc:cafioned by folly, by paffion, and by 
guift. 

No Nation is fo high, no pow^ fo great, no chara^Slerib' 
nablemifhed, as to exempt men fx;gin t^ attacks of rsdhnefs, 
malice or envy. .. 

Moral and religious inftruAion derives its efficacy, not 
fo much from what men are taught to know, as from what 
they are brought to feek \ ■ 

He who pretends to great fenfibilixy towards men, and 
yet has no feeling for the high objects of relfgion, no heart . 
to admire and adore the great Father of the univeric,, has 
reafon to diftruft the truth and delicacy of bis fenfibiiit)% ^ 
When, upon rational and ibber inquiry, we have eftab- 
liflied our principles, let us not fuffer them to b^ fliaken by 
the feoffs of the licentious, or the cavils of the ikeptical. 

Whenweobferve any tendency to treat religion or morals 
with difrefpea and levity, let us hold it to be a fure -indica- 
tion of a perverted understandingy or a depraved )it?'=ri* 

Every degree of guilt incurred by yielding to ten pta ion, 
tends to ^bafe the mind, and to weaken the generuvis acid 
beaevf^lent principles of human nature. ^ ' ^ 

Luxury, pride, and v;inity, h ivc ftecfnently as mnch In* ■ 
fiacuce in corrupting, the fentiments juf die gicat, ^s i^uu^ 
C 
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rancc, bigotry, and prejudice, have in misleading the opin- 
ions of the multitude. 

Mixed as the prefent ftate is> reafon and religion pro- 
nounce, that generally, if not always, there is more hap- 
jlinefe than mifcry, more pleafure than pain, in the condi- 
tion of man. 

Society, when formed, requires di/lin<flions of property, 
diverfity of conditions, fubordination of ranks, and a mul- 
tiplicity of occupations, in order to advahce the general 
good. 

That the temper, the fcntimcnts, the morality, and, in 
general, the whole conduct and charafter of men, are In- 
fluenced by the example and difpofition of the peribns with 
whom they a^Tociate, is a reflexion which has long iince 
pafled into a proverb, and i>eea ranked among the (landing 
maxims of human wifdom, in all ages of the world. 

SECTION lit 

Th e dcSire of improverffent difcov^^ft^ liberal mind ; 
and is connected with many accomplifliments, and man^ 
virtues. 

Innocence confers <afe and freedom on the mind ; and 
leaves it open to every pleafing fenfation. 

Moderate and fimple pleafures relifh high with the tem- 
peratcf : in the midft of liis fludicd refinements, the volup** 
tiiary languilhes. ' 

. Gcntlenefs corre^ whatever is offenfive in our manners ; 
and, by a conftant train of humane attentions, ftudic? to 
alleviate the burden of common mifery* 

That gentlenefs which is the charadleriftic of a good man, 
has, like every other virtue, its feat in the heart : and. Jet 
me add, nothing except what flows from the heart, can 
render even external manners truly pkafmg. 

Virtue, to become cither vigorous or ufefuU muft be 
habitually a<aive : not breakitig forth occafionally with a 
traniient luftre, like tlie blaze of the comet ; but regular 
in its returns, like the light of day < not like the aromatic 
gale, whicfi fbmetimes learts the fenfe ; but like the ordi- 
nary breeze, which purifies the air, dnd renders it healtl>fui. 

The happincfs of every man depends more upon the llatc 
of his own mind, than upon any one external circnmftancc i , 
nay, more than upop ail eztemai things put togetlier. ' ' 
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In no flatfon, in no period, let us think ourfelves fecurc 
from the ^dangers which fpring from our paffions. Every 
age, and every Ration they belet ; from youth ti gray hairs, 
and from the peafant to the prince. ^ 

Riches and pleafures are the chfef tei[nptations to crimi- 
nal deeds. Yd chofe riches, when obtained, may \ery pof- 
fibly overwhelm us with unforefecn miferies, Thofe pkaf- 
lires may cut Chort our health and life. 

He who is accudomcd to turn afide from tbc world, and 
commune with himfelf in retirement, will, fometimes 
at leaft, hear the truths which the multitude do not tell 
him, A Tnore fourid inftrudor will lift his voice, and 
awaken within the heart thofe latent fuggtftions, which the 
world had overpowered and fupprelTed. 

Amufement often becomes the buiinefs, Inftead of the re- 
laxation, of young^eifons : it is then highly pernicious. 

He that waits for an opportunity to do much at once, 
may breathe out his life in idle wifhes ; and regret, in the 
laft hour, his ufeleft intentions and barren zeal. 

1 he fpirit of true religion breathes mildneft and affabil- 
ity. It gives a native, unaffeded eafe to the behaviour. It 
is fbcial, kind, and cheerful : far removed from that gloomy 
and illiberal fupcrftition, which qlouds the brow, fbarpens 
the temperr dejefts the fpirit, and teaches men to fit them- 
felves for another world, by neglefting the concerns of this. 

Reveal none of the fecrets of thy friend. Be faithful to 
his interests. Forfake him not in danger. Abhor the 
diought of acquiring any advantage by his prejudice. 

Man, always profperous, would be giddy and infolent ;. 
always afflided, would be fullen or defpondent. Hopes 
and fears, joy and forrow, are, therefore, fo blended in his 
life,^ both to give room for worldly purfuit?, land to recall, 
fromuthne to time, the admonitions of confcicncc. 

SECTION IV. 

Time once paft never returns ; the moment which is lof^, 
is loft for ever. \^' 

There is nothing on earth fo (lable, as to afTiJfe u^of un^^ 
difturbed reft ; no-r fo powerful, as to afford x^ conftant 
|>Votc€iion. 

T^h^ houfc of feafUng too often becomes an avenue to 
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the houfe df mourning. Short, to the liceatious, is tht in- 
terval between them. 

It is of great importance to us, to form a proper efti- 
mate of human life ; without either loading k with imag- 
inary evils, or exp6<fting from it greater advantages than it 
is able to yield- 

Among all our corrupt pafllons, there is a ftrong and In- 
timate connexion. When any one of them is adopted into^ 
cur family, it fcldom qmts us until it has fathered upon us 
all its kindred. 

Charity, like the fun^ brightens every objeft on which it 
Ibihcs ; a cenforious difpofitioB cafts every chara^er into 
the darkeft (hade it will bear. 

Many men miftake the love, for the prad^ice of virtue j 
and are not {o much good men, as the friends of goodnefs. 
Genuine virtue has a language that fpeaks to every heart 
throughout the world. It is a language which is under- 
ftood by all. In evdry region, tvcrj clime, the homage 
paid to it is the fame. In no one fcntiment were ever man- 
kind more generally agreed. 

The appearances of our fecorit/are frequently dcceitf«tl. 

When our iky feemsi^oft fettled and fereneyinfome tmc^- 

ferved quarter gathers the little black cloud in which the 

tempeft ferme;its, and prepares to difcharge itfelf on our 

head. 

The man of true fortitude may be compared to the caftle 
built on a rock, which defies the attacks of furroundii^ 
waters : the man of a feeble and timorous fpirit, to a hut 
placed on the fhore, which eveiy wind fliakcs, and every 
■wave overflows. 

Nothing is fo inconfiftent with felf poffeflion as violent an.* 
ger. It overpowers reafoa; confounds our ideas ; diftorts 
the appearance, and blackens the tolour, of every ohje^. 
By the ftorm which it raifes within, and by the mischiefs 
which it occafions without, it generally brings on the paf^ 
fionate and revengeful man» greater mifery than he can 
bring on the objed of his refcntment. 

The palace of virtue has, in all ages, been reprefented as 
(placed on the fummicof a hill ; in the afcent of which, 
labour is requidte, and difficulties are to be furmounted ; 
and where a condu^or is needed, todire^ our vfay, a&d 
to aid our Hep's. - '. , 

.%- 
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In judging af others, let us always think the beft, and 
ernploy the fpirit of charity and candour. But in judging 
of ourfelves, we ought to be eiad and fevere. 

Let him that deures to fee others happy, make hafte to 
give while his gift can be enjoyed ; and remember, that 
every moment of delay, takes away fomething from the 
value of his benefadion. And let him who propofes his 
awn happtnefs refleft, that while he forms his purpofe, the 
day rolls on, and " the night cometh, when no man can 
work." 

To fenfual perfons, hardly any^ thing is what it appears 
to be : and what fiatters moft, is always fartheft from re- 
ality. There are voices which fing around* them 5 but 
wboft flrains allure to ruin. There is a banquet fpread, 
where poifon is in every dilh. There is a couch which in- 
vites them to repofe i but to {lumber upon it, is death. 

If we ^ould judge whether a man is really happy, it i.*; 
not folcly to his houfes and lands, to his equipage and his 
retinue, we are to look. Unlefs we could fee farther, and 
difcem what joy, or what bhternefs, his heart feels, we 
can pronounce little concerning I«m. , 

The book is well written ; and I have perufed it with 
pleafure and profit. It (hows, firft, that true devotion is 
national and well fottnded ; ne^, that it is of tjie higheft 
importance to every pt.^ part of religon and vcrcue ; "and, 
laftly, that it is moft conducive to oar happlnefs. 

There is ceiUiinly no greater fdicity, rJian to-be abJe to 
look back on a life ufefuliy and vfrtuoufly employed ; to 
trace our own progrefs in exigence, by fuch tokens as ej^- 
cite neither fbame nor forrowr It ought therefore t-^ be the 
care of thofe who wifh to pafs the laa hours with comfort, 
to lay up fuch a treafure of pleafing Id»as, as (hall fupport 
the expenfes of that time, which is to depend wholly upon 
the fund already acquired. 

SECTlbN V. 

What avails the fhow- of external liberty, to one who has 
ioft the government of hiifrfelf ? 

^He that cannot live well today, (fays Martia',) v/Ill be 
lefs qualified tO live well tomorrow. 

Can we efteem that man profperous, who Is rai fed to a 
ficaaUun which flitters his paiScns but which corrupts hi» 
Ca ^' ' 
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principles, difordcrs bis temper, and, final! y ,o verfets hbvirtue ? 

What miiery does the vicious man fecretly endtire !-— : 
Adverfity I how blunt are all the arrows of thy quiver, ia 
comparifon with thofe of guilt ! 

When we have no pleafure in goodnefs,.we may witb 
certainty conclude the reafon to be, that our pleafure is jUl 
derived from an oppofite quarter. 

How ftrangely are the opinions of men altered, by ai* 
change in their condition ! 

How many have had reafon to be thankful, for being 
difappointed in defigns^which they earneftly purfued, but 
Avhich, if fuccefsfuUy accompliibed, they have afterwards 
fecn, would have occafioned their ruin ! 

What are the anions which afford ki the remembrance a 
rational fatisfa<^ion ? Are they the purfuits of fenfual pleaf- 
ure, the riots of jollity, or the difplays of (how and vanity ? 
No : I appeal to ypur hearts, my friends, if what you recoi- 
led with raoft pleafure, are not the innocent, the virtuous^ 
the honourable parts of your paft life. 

The prefent employmeot'of time ihould frequently be zm 
obje<fl of thought. . * About what are we now bufied ? What 
is the uftimate fcope of our prefent purfuits and cares ? Can 
•we juftify them to ourfelves ? Aie they likely to produce . 
any thing that will furviV^ the moment, and bring forth -* 
fome fruit for futurity ? . , l 

' Is it not ftrange, (fays an Ingenious wnter, ) that fome 
petfons ihould J^e fo delicate as not to beau? a difagreeable 
piiflure in the houie, and yet by their behaviour, force 
every face they i^ about them, to wear the gloom of uneafi- 
licfs and difconlpnt? 

If we are novir in healtli, peace, and fafety ; without any 
jr^rtkular or uncommon evils to afflid our condition ; w hat 
jnoie can we reafonably look for in this vain and uncertain 
^\vorld ? How little can the greatetl proiperity add tofuch a* 
ihite ? Will any future fKuiuion ever make us happy, if now, 
with fp few caufes of grief, we imagine ourfelves mifer^ble ? 
The evi-1 lies in the ftate of our tnind, not in our condition. ' 
of fortune J and by no alteration of eircumftances is likely 
to be remedied. 

When the love of unwarrantable pleafures, ant^^f-vicioiis 
companions, is allowed to amufe young perfons, to ingrbfs 
their tiine, and to iWi up^^eir pixfli^ns j the day of ruin;--.. 
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let ihem take heed, and beware ! the day of irrecoTtrable 
ruin, begins to draw nigh. Fortune is Squandered ; health 
is broken ; friends are offended, affronted, eftrangcd ; aged 
parents, perhaps, fent affiidted and mourning, tv the doit. 

On whom does time hang fo heavily, as on the ilothful 
and lazy ? To whom are the hours fo lingering ? Who are 
fo often devoured with fplcen, and obliged to fly to every 
^pedtent, which can help them to get rid of themfelves ? 
In (lead of producing tranquillity, indolence produces a fret* 
ful reftlefsncfs of mind ; gives rife to cravings which are 
never /atisfied ; nourifhes a fickly effeminate ddicacy, which 
fours and corrupts every 'pleafure. 
SECTION VI. 

Wg have feen the hu/bahdraan Scattering his feed upon 
the furrowed ground ! It iprings up, is gathered into his 
barns, and crowns his labouis with joy and plenty — Thus 
the. man,who dillributes his fortune with generofity and 
. prudence, is amply repaid by the gratifude of thofe whom 
he obliges ; by the approbation of his own^i|>d ; and by 
the favour of Heaven. 

Temperance, by fortifying the mmd and.body, leads to 
^happinefs : intemperance, by enervating them, ends gencr- 
Tally in mifery. 

^ Title and anceftry render a good man more illuftrious 5 
but an ill one, more contemptible. Vice is infamous, 
though in a prince ; and virtue honourable, though in a- 
peafant. / ' ^ / 

\ An elevated genius, employed in little things, appears (to 
ufe the fimile^of Longinus) like the fun in his evejiing de- 
clination : he remits his fplcndor, but retainshis magnitude; 
and pleafes more, though he dazzles lefs. 

If envious people weie to aik ihcmfelves, whether they 
would exchange their entire fituations with the perfons en- 
vied, (I mean their minds, paffions, notions, as well as their 
perfons, fortunes, and dignities,) — I prefume the felf- 'ove, 
'<ipmmon to human nature, would generally make them 
prefer their own condition. 

» We have obliged fome perfons : very well I what 
wonki We;h ive more ? Is not the confcioufnefs of doing 
good a fufficient reward ? 
' i)o nQi hurt yourfelve? or others, by the purfuit of pleat 
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ttrc. ConftiU your whole nature. Confider yourfelves noti; 
only as fenfiti?e,but as rational beings ; not only as rational^ 
; but focial ; not only as focial, but imfnortal. 

Art thou poor \ Show thyfelf a£live and induftriousr 
ptaoeable and contented. Art thon wealthy ? Show thy- 
falf beneficent and charitable, condefccnding and humane, 
i Though religion removes not all the evils of life, though 
it promifes no continuance of undifturbed profperity, ( whicBs^ 
, •^'odeed it were not ialutary for man always to enjoy,) yet, 
( . if k mitigates the evils which neceflarilv belong to our ftatCy j 
it may juftly be faid to give " jp^fito^em who labour and 
are heavy laden." S^^ ^ ' -^ 
; What a fmiltng afpe^ does.tbe love of parents and chil- 

dren, of brothers awd lifters, of friends and relations, givexa 
every furrounding objeil, and eyery returjiing day ! With 
what a luftre does it gild even the fmall habitation, where 
fuch placid intercourje dwells ! where fuch fcenes of heart- 
felt fatisfa^ion fuccecd uninterruptedly ^ x>ne another ! 

How many clear marks of benevolent intention appear 
every where around us \ What a profufion of beauty and 
ornament is poured forth on the face of nature ! What a 
magnificent fpe(flac1e prefented to the view of man ! What 
fupply contrived for his wants ! What a variety ofi objefi* 
f^t before him, to gratify his fenies., to employ his undeT-^ 
(landing, to entertain his imagination, to cheer andgladdea 
his heart! 

The hope of future happii^efs is a perpetual fource of con- 
fdation to good men. Und'et* trouble, it fooths their minds i 
^midft temptation, it fuppor^ their virtue } and, in their 
iying^ moments, enablts^Jtiieph to fay " Odeadi \ where is 
thy fting ? O grave J where is thy vi<ftory V^ 
SECTION VIL . 

Age-silaus, king of Spatta, being aficed, '* What thing^ 
he thought moft proper for boys to learn,'* anfwered ' 
"Thofe which they ought to prsiaife when they come to- 
be men." A wi&r than Agefilaus has inculcated the fame 
fcntiment : ** Train up a child in the way he fkduld go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it." 

.An Italian philofopherexpreiled in his motto, that *!* time 
was his eftaie.*' An eftate, indeed, which will produce 
nothing without cuiti^atba \ but which will always abv*n- 
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daaitly repay the labours of induftry> andfUtisfy the xnoft 
cxteniive defires, if no part of it be fuffered to lie wafte by 
negligence ; to be overrun with noxious plants ; or laid out 
for fhow, rather than ufe. 

When Ariftotle was afked, ««^ What a man could gain by 
felling a f ilfehood," he replied, ** Not to be crdited when 
he fpeaks the trurh." 

L.*E,ftrvinge, in his Fables, tells us that a nurabcr of 
frolicfome boys were one day watching frogs, at the fide 
of a pond ; and that , as any of them put their heads above 
the water, they pelted them down again with ftones. One 
of the frogs, appealing to the humanity of the boys, made 
this ftriking obfervation ; " Children, you do not confider, 
tiiat though this may be fport to you, it is death to us." 

Sully, the great ftatefman of France, always retained at 
his table, in his moft profpcrous days, the fame frtfgahty to 
iwhich he had been accuftomed in early life. He was fre- 
quently reproached, by the courtiers, for this fimplicity ; 
f but he iifed to reply to them, in the words of an ancient 
philofophcr ; «« If the guefts are mtn of fenfc, there is fuf- 
ficicnt for them r if they are n6t| 1 can very well difpcnfc 
With their company." 

Socrates, though primarily attentive to the culture ©f hit 
mind, was not negligent of his external snpearancc* Hid 
cleanVmefs rcfulted irom thofe ideas, of order and decency, 
which governed alibis actions ; and the care v^ich he took 
of his health, from hi$ dcfirc to prcfervc hi$ mind fiefe and 
tranqifil. 

Eminently pleasing* and honourable was the ftiendQiip be- - 
tween David and Jonathan. *• 1 am dtftrefled for thee, my 
brother Jonatlian,'* faid the plaintive and furviving David ; 
" very pleafant "haft thou been to me : thy love for me was 
wonderful ; pafSng the love of women/* 

Sir Philip Sydney, at the battlrnear Zutphen, was wound- 
ed by a mufket ball, which broke the bone of his thigh. 
He was carried about a. mile and ahaif, tothc camp ; and 
beings faint with the lofs of blood, and probnbly parched 
with ihirft through the he^t of the weather, he called for 
drink. ' II was immediataly brought to him : but, as he was 
putting the velTel to his mouth, a poor v^ounded ibldler, who 
hapj>ened at that inftant to be carried by him, looked 'up to' 
icwiiji mihfal eyes, The'^gallaat and generous Sydney 
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took the bottle from his mouth, and delivered it to the foU 
dier, Tayiag, ''Thy neceffity is yet greater than mine." 

Alexander the Great demanded of a pirate whom he had 
taken, by what rrght he infefted thefeas? "By the fame 
right," replied he, "that Alcxander.enflaves the world. 
But I am called a robber, bccanfe I have only one fmall 
ve/fel ; and he is ftyled a conqueror, becaufe he commands 
great fleets and armies." We too^f ten judge of men by 
the fplendor, and not by the merit of their anions. 

Antoninus Pius, the Roman Emperor, was an amiable 
and good man. When any of his courtiers attempted to 
inflame him with a p*flion for military glory, he ufed to 
anfvver : " That he more deCntd^ the prefervation of one 
fubje^i than the dcftrudion of a;,thourand enemies." 

Men are too often ingenious in making ihcmfelves mifer- 
able, by aggravating to their own fancy, beyond bounds, all 
the evils which they endure. They compare themfelves 
with none but thofe whom they imagine to be more happy ^ 
and complain, that upon thenri alone has fallen the whole 
load of human forrows. Would they look with a more im- 
partial eye on the world, they would fee themielves fur- 
rounded with fufFerers ; and find that they are only drink-, 
jng out of that mixed cup, which Providen ce h^fcpr epared 
for sll— <'I will reTtorc thyd^Qgkef ^|Ji^Mpt,"fahi 
the eaftern fage, to a prince who grieved tmmbZKiatcly for;^ 
the loft of a beloved child, <* p3rQVi4ed , thou art able to en- 
grave on her tomb, the nimcs of three perfons who have 
never mourned.'* The prince made inquiry after fuch pexr- 
fons ; but found the in^iiy vam, and was iikat. 

sECiiGN ynr. 

He that hath no rule over his own fplrb, is like i^ritf 
that is broken down, and witho^ut wails. ^ 

A foft anfw€r turneth away wrath 5 but grievous words 
ftir up anger. 

Better is a dinner of Iwrhs w^ere love is, than a ftalled 
ox and hatred therewith. 

Pride gocth before deftrudlion ; and a Ixaughty fpirit be- 
fore a fall. 

Hear counfcl, and receive inftru(ftion, that thou m^yeft 
be truly wife. 

faithful arc the wounds of a fxicnd ; Uut tlw kiffes of aa - 
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enemy are deceitful. Open rebuke is better tiian fecret love. 
Seeft thou a man wife in his own conceit ? There u more 
hope of a fool than of him. 

He that is flow to anger, is better than the mighty } and 
he that ruleth his fpirit, than he that taketh a city. 

He that hath pity on the poor, lendeth to the Lord ? that 
^\ch he hath given, will he pay hita again. 

If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to tat ; and if 
he be thirfty, give him water to drink. 

He that planted the ear, ihall he not hear ? He that 
fcrraed the eye, (ball he not fee ? 

I have been young, and now I am old ; yet have T never 
feen the righteous forfakeUi nor his feed begging bread. 

It is better to be a door kecjper in tlie houfe of the Lord, 
than to dwell in the tents of wickednefi. 

I have feen the wicked in great power ; and fpreading 
himfelf like a green bay tree. Yet he paiFe^ away : I fought 
him, but he could nqt be found. 
* Happy is the man that findeth wifdom. I^ength of days 
IS in her right hand; and in her left hand, riches and 
honour. Her ways are ways of pleafantneft, and all her 
paths are peace. 

How good and how pleafant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity ! It js like precious ointment : Like the ' 
dew of Hermon, and the dew that dcfcended upon the 
i mountains of Zion. 

Tlie fluggard will not plough by rcafon of the cold ; he 
ihall therefore beg in harveft, and have nothing. 

I went by the field of the flothfu), and by the vineyard of 
the man void of underflanding : and lo ! it was all grown 
over -with thorns ; nettles had covered its face ; and the 
(lone wall was broken down. Then I faw, and confidered 
it well : 1 looked upon it, and received inftrudlion. 

Honourable age is not that which (landeth in length of 
time ; not that which is mcafured by number of years :— 
BuC wifdom is the gray hair to man ; add *n unfpotted life 
is old age. 

SoloraoB> my fbn; know thou the God of thy fathers ; 
and ferve him with a per^iwft heart, and with a' willing 
ir.iad, If thou ft^ him, he will be fo« nd o£ thee ; but if 
tbou foriAkc hiro> he tnli caft thee c£ for ever. 
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SECnON IX. 

That CTcry day has its pains and forrows, is unlverfally ^ 
experienced, and almoft univcrfally confeffed. But let us ^ 
not attend only to naoumful truths : if we look inripartially 
about us, ^e ihail find» that every day has likewife its pleaf- 
ures and its joys. *' 

We fhould cherifh fentunents of charity towards all men. 
The AothcNT of all good nouriftics xnoch piety and virtue in 
hearts that aie unknown to us ; and beholds repentance 
ready to fpring up among many, whom we confider as rep- 
robates. 

'^o one ought to condder himfelf as iniignificant ia the 
fight of his Creator. In our feveral ftations, we are all ftnt 
forth to be labourers in the vineyard of our heavenly Father. 
£very man has liis work aUotted, his talent committed to 
him > by the due . improvement df which he may, in one 
way or other, fcrve God, promote virtue, and be ufeful in 
the world. 

Theloteof pratfeihould be preferved under proper fub- 
ordination to the principle of duty. In itfclf, it is a ufeful 
motive to a^Uou ; but when allowed to extend its influence 
too far, it corrupts the whole charadier ; and produces guilt, 
difgrace, and mifety. To be entirely dcftitute of it, is a de- 
ie<5t. To be governed by it, is depravity. The proper ad- 
juftmcm of the feveral pa-inciples of action in human nature, 
\% a matter that deferves our higheft attention. For when 
any one of them becomes either too weak or too ftrong, it 
endangers both our virtue and our happincfs. 

The defires and paflions of a viciou-s man, having once 
obtained an unlimited fway, trample him under their feet. 
They make him feel that he" is fubjeft to various, conrra- 
d^6lory, and imperious makers, who often pull him differ- 
ent ways* His foul is rendered the receptacle of many re- 
pugnant and jarring difpofitions \ and refembles fome bar- 
barous country, cantoned o?rt into dijfcrent princlpalki€s# 
which are continually v^ing war on one another. 

Difeafes, poverty, difappoiniment, and fliamc, are far 
from being, in every inftance, the unavoidable doom of man. 
They are imch more frequently the bffispring ofhiso'^^'O 
tni«:guided diotce Intemperance engenders Sfe^ife, fl^^th 
produces poverty, pride creates difafpointments, aad diiKon- 
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cfty cxpofes to fliame. The ungovcrned paffions of men 
betray them into a thoufand follies ; their follies into 
crimes; and their dimes into misfortunes. (Tl'-^^' 

When we refledl on^he many diflrefles which abound 
in human life ; on the fcanty proportion of happi- 
nefs which any man is here allowed to enjoy ; on the 
fmall difference which the diverfity of fortune makes on 
that fcanty proportion ; it is furprifing, that envy (hould 
ever have been a prevalent paffion among men, much 
more that it fhould have prevailed among Chriftians. 
Where fo much is fufferedin common, little room is left 
ibr envy. There is more occafion for pity and fympathy, 
and inclination to aflift each other. 

At our firft fetting out in life, when yet unacquainted 
with the world and its^ fnares, when every pleafure en- 
chants with its fmile, and every obje<fl (bines with the glofs 
of novelty 5 let us beware of the feducing appearance*? 
wlwch furround us ; andTecolle<fl what others have fuffere J 
from the power of headftrOng defire. If we allow any 
paifion, even though it be efteemed innocent, to ac<luirc 
an abfblute afcendaut, our inward peace will be impaired. 
But if any which has the taint of guilt, take early pofleiHon 
of our mind, we may date, from that moment, the ruin of 
our tranquillity. 

Every man has feme darling palTion, which generally 
^ords the firft inttoduftion to vi<fe. The irregular grati- 
fications into which it occafionally fcduces him, appear un- 
der the form of venial weakneffes; and are indulged,, in 
the beginning, with fcrupuloufnefs and referve. -But, by 
longer pra^ice, thefe reftraints weaken) and the power of 
habit grows. One vice brings in another to its aid. By 
a fort of natural affinity they conne(5t and entwine them- 
felves together ; till their roots Come to be fpread wide and - 
deep over all the foul. -^ > " " 

SECTlOiN £ . 
Whence ^ifes the mifery of this prefent world ? It 1$ 
not owing to our cloudy atmofphere, out changing fea- 
fons, and inclement (kies. It is not Qwing to the debility . 
of our bodies, or to the Unequal tHftiibuuon of the goods 
of fortune. Aihidft all diiadvaj;itages jjf this kind^ a^purc^ 
a fteadfaft, and enlightened jnin<3, poiTeflTed of (Irbng vir- 
tue, co-iild enjoy itfelf in peace, and fmlleat the impotent 
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affaults of fortune and the elements. It is wkhm ourfetvee 
that mifery has fixed its feat. Our difordered hearts, our 
guilty paflions, our violent prejudices, and mifplaced d«* 
fires, are the in ft rum en ts of the trouble which we endure. 
Thefe fliarpen the darts which adverfity would otherwife 
point in vain again ft us. 

While the vain and the 'licentious are revelling in the 
midft of extravagance and riot, how little do they think of 
thoTe fcenes of fore diftrefs which are paffing at that mo- 
ment throughout the world ; mnilritudes ftruggling ^for a 
poor fuWiftence, to fupport the wife and the children whom 
they love, and who look up to- thetn with eager eyes for 
that bread which they can hardly ^procure ; multitudes 
-groaning under ficknefs in dciblate cottages,^untended and 
unmoumed ; many, apparently in a* better fituation of life, 
pining away in fecret with concealed griefs ; families weep- 
ing over the beloved friends whom they have loft, or, in 
all the bittemefs of anguifh, biddingthofe who are juft.cx- 
piring the laft adieU| 

Never adventm-e on too near an approach to what ts 
evil. Familiarize not yourfelves with-it, in the ftighteft rn- 
ftances, without fear. Liften with reverence to everyrep- 
rehenfion of confcicnce ; and prefcrve the moft quick and 
accurate fenfibility xp right ani wrong. If ever ybul* 
moral impreOlons begin ^toi: decay, and your natur^ ab- 
horrence of guilt to leffeti, you haVe ground to dread that 
the ruin of virtue is fad approaching. 

By difappbintments a'^d trials tjie violence of our paf- 
fions is tamed, and our minds are formed to fobriety and 
refledion. In tlie varieties of life, occafioned by the vi- 
clflitudes of worldly fortune, we are inured to habits both 
o^the aftive and the fuffering virtuesli How much foever 
w» complain of the vanity otuie world, fa<5ls plainly fhow, 
tm^ if its vanity were kfs, it; coiild not anfwer the purpofe 
of falutary difcipline. Unfatisfax^ory as it is, it^ pleafures 
are ftill too apt to c6rrupt our hearts. How fatal then 
mud the confeqijences have been, had it yielded us more 
complete enjoyment? If, with aU its troubles, we are in 
danger of bein^ too much attached to it, how entirely 
would It have feduced our afcftii>ns#. if no troabtes had 
been mingled with its pleafures ? 

In feafons of dilirefs or difficulty, to abandon ourftl^fet 
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Co- dejection, carries no mark of a great or a worthy mind. 
Inftead of finking, under trouble, and declaring "that bis- 
foul is weary of life," it becomes a wife and a good man, 
in the evil day, with firmnefs to inaintain his poll ; to bear 
up ae;ainft the ftorm y to have recourfe to tliofe advantages 
which, in the word of times, are always left to integrity 
and virtue ; and never to- give up tiie hope that better days 
may yet avlfe. 

How many young perfons have at firft fet out in the 
world with e^ccellent diipofitions of heart ; generous, 
charitable, and liumane ; kind to their friends, and amiable 
among all with whom they had intercourfe ! And yet, 
how often have we feen all thofe fair appearances unhappily 
Uafled in, the progrefs of life, merely through die influence 
of loofe und corrupting pleafures ;, and thofe very per- 
ions, who promifed once to be bleQings to the world, 
funk down, in the end,, to be the burden and nuifauce 
of fociety I . . / 

The moll com^oa propenfity of mankind, is,^to (lore 
feturity with whatever is agreeable to them j cfpccially in 
thofe periods of lifei when imagination is lively, and hope 
h ardent.: Looking forward to the year now beginning, 
they are ready to promife themfelves much, from the 
foundations of profperity which, they l^ave laid ; from the 
fnendihfps and connexions which they have Secured ; and 
from the plans of conduct which they have formed. 
Alas! how deceitful do. all thefe dreams of happinefs 
often prove ! While many are faying in fecret to their 
hearts, "Tomorrow (hall be as this day, and more abun- 
dantly," we are obliged in return to*fay to them ; " Boaft 
not yourfelves of tomorrow ; for yoa know not what a 
day may bring forth I" 



CHAP. n. 

NARRAtlVJE PIECES. 
SECTION I. 

NO RASiK OR POSSESSIONS CAIT MAKE TBB €VJL'fr KIND BAPPT. 

DiONYsius, the tyrant of Sicily, was far from being 
hnppy, though he poffefled great riches, and all the pleaf- 
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ures which wealth and power could ptocure. Damocles,, 
one of his flatterers, deceived by thcfe fpecious appearances 
of happinefs, tooic occafion to compliment him on the ex- 
tent of his power, his treafures, and royal magnificence } 
and declared that no monarch had ever been greater or 
happier than Dionyfius. " Haft thou a mind, Damocles," 
fcys the king, ** to taft-e this happinefs ; and to know, by 
experience, what the enjoyments are, of which thou haftfa 
high an idea V* Damocles, with joy, accepted the oflfer. 
The King ordered that a royal banquet fliould be prepared, 
and a gilded fofa, covered with rich embroidery, placed 
for his favourite. Side boards, loaded with gold and 
fdver plate of immenfe value, were arranged in the apart- 
ment. Pages of extraordinary beauty were ordered to 
skttend his table, and to obey his commands with the ut- 
mod readiiiefs, and the moft profound fubmiflion. Frag- 

. rant ointments, chaplcts of flowers, and rich perfumes,^ 
were added to the entertainment. The table was loaded 
^ith the mod exquiflte delicacies of every kind. Damo- 
cles, intoxicated with pleafure, fancied himfelf amongft 
fuperior beings. But in the mi^A: of all this happinefs, as 
he lay indulgmg himfelf in ft ate, he fees let down from the 
ceiling, exadly over his head, a glittering fword htiing by 
a fingle hair. The fight of impending deftruAion put a 

^ipscdy ttti to bis joy and revelling. The pomp of Ws at-, 
tendance, the glitttr of the carved plate, and the delicacy 
of the viands, ccafe to afford him any pleafure. He dreads 
to ftretch forth his hand to the table. He throws off the 
garland of rofes. He haftens to remove from his danger* 
ous fituation ; and carneftly entreats the king to reftore 
him to his former humble condition, having uo defire to 
enjoy any longer a happinefs fo terrible. 

;^ this device, Dionyfius intimated to Damocles, how 
miiVrable he was in the midft of all his treafures ; and in 
poirtffion of all die honours and enjoyments which royalty 
could beftow. cicfrq. 

SECTION It. 

ai iNCM Oi> SXTBANJIL CTVDJ^^f OmEIT ADVERSE TO riRTUS, 

In the days of Joram, king of Ifrael, flouriftic?d the 
prophet Eliftia. His charafler was (a eminent, and his 
fame h widely fpread, that Benhadad the king of Syri^, 
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though an /idolater^ fent to confult him, concerning the 
^flug/of'a diftemper which threatened his life. The mef- 
fenger employed on this occafion was Hazacl^ who appears 
to have been one of the princes, or chief men, of the 
Syrian court. Charged with rich gifts from the king, he 
prefents himfelf before the^^ prophet ; and accolls him in • 
terms of ihc' hlgheft rerpe(fl.*' During the conference 
wliich they Vield together, Etiflia Bxcd his eyes fteadfaftly on 
the countienaiiice of Hazael ; and difcern'ng; by afpropbctle 
fpirity his future/tyraany and cruelty, he c6ula not con- 
tain himfelf from burfting into a flood of tearis. When 
Hazael, in furprife, inquired into the cailfe of this 
fudden emotionj the prophet plainly informed him of 
the crimes and barbarities, which he forefaw that he vould 
afterwards commit. The foul of Hazael abhorred, at this 
time, the thoughts of • cruelty. Uncorrupted, as yet, by 
ambition or greatnefsj-hi^indignatlorArofe at being thought 
capable of ^uch favagc adfons, as tne prophet had men- 
tioned ; and, with much warmth, he repHes ;. " But what ? 
is thy fervant a dog, that he fhould do this-grear dung V 
Elifha- makes no return, but to point out a remarkable 
change, which was to take place in his condition j '* The 
Lord hathfhown me, tliat thou fhalt be king over Syria" 
In couife of time, ali that had been(predi(^ed.crime to pafs. 
HWzael afcended the -throne, and ambition took poffellira ' 
of his heart. " He" fmote the children of Ifrael in all their 
coafls. He oppreffed them during all the days of king 
Jehoahaz :*' and, from what is left on record of his a«51ions, 
he* plainly appears to have proved, vhat the prophet 
fcFrefaw him to be^ a man of violence, cruelty, and 
bfood- 

In this pafTage of ^{lory, an t>bje£l is prefcnted, which 
dcfei*ves our ferious attention. We behold a man who, in 
one ftateof life, could not look -upon certain crimes with- 
out fiiiprtfe and horror ; who knewfo little of himfelf, as 
to believe it impoflible for him ever to be concerned in 
" ^committing them ; that fame man, by a change of condi- 
tion, and an unguarded ftate of mind, ^ transformed in=all 
his fentiments ; and as he*rofe in greatftefs rifmg alfo in 
guilt ; tillatlaft he completed that who e chatadler of<ni- 
ijUiity,: which he once detefled. ' SLdik^ 
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SECTION m. 

"• :. r- HAMAM; OR, THE MlOULr OP PRIDS, 

Ahasuerus, who is fuppofed to be the prince known 
^nxong the Greek hiftorians by the name of Artaxerxes, 
had advanced to the chief dignity in his kingdom, Haman,^^ 
an Amalekite, who inherited all the ancient enmity of his 
race to the Jewifh nation. He appears, from what is re- 
corded of him, to have been a very wicked m^niftcr. 
Raifed to greatfiefs without merit, he employed his power 
folely for the gratification of his paffions. As the honors 
which he polIefTed were next to royal, his pride was every 
day fed with that (fervilej) homage,"^ which is peculiar to 
Afiatic courts ; and all the fervants of tlie king(pro(lrated^ 
thcmfelves before him. In the midft of this general adu- 
lation, \one perfon only (looped not to Haman. This was 
Mordecai the Jew ; who, knowing this Amalekite to be 
an enemy to the people of G(>d, and, with virtuous indig- 
nation, defpifing that infolence of profperity with which he 
faw him lifted up, " bowed not, nor did himlreverence.^*' 
On this appearance of difrefpeft from Mordecai, Hamati 
•' was full of wrath : but he thought fcorn to lay hands 
on Mordecai alone." Perfonal revenge was not fufficient 
to fatisfy him. So violent and black were his pafficns, that 
he refolvj^d to icxterminiate'^ the whole nation to which 
-Mordecai belonged. Abufihg, for this cruel purpofe, the . 
favour of his credulous fovereign, he obtained a\decre^ to 
be fent forth, that, againll a certain day, all the Jews 
throughout the Perilan dominions fhould be put. to the 
fword. MeaYx^hile, confident of fuccefs, and blind to ap- 
proaching ruin, he continued exulting in his profperity. 
Invited by Ahafucrus to a royal banquet, which Efther 
the queen had prepared, " he went forth that day joyful, ^ 
and with a glad heart." But behold how flight an inci- 
dent was fufficient to poifon his joy ! A3 he went forth, he 
£aw Mordecai in the king's gate j and obferved, that he 
ftill refuffcd to do him bondage : *,VHe ftood not up, not 
was moved for him ;" although he well knew the for- 
midable dcfigns, which Hatttan was preparing to execute. 
One private man, who defpifed his greatncfs, and dii^ 
^.rined^ubmidioT^ while a vvhole kingdom trembled befoie 
l\ih] ; one fpijit, which the ^'iitmoftj Wretch of his' power 
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could neither fubdue nor humble, blalled Bi^roiamphs.'^ 
^#His whole foul was fhaken with a ftorm ol" paiuon. 
Wrath, pride, and defirc of revenger rofe into fury. With 
difficulty he reftrained himfelf in public ^ but as foon as 
he came to his own houle, he was forced to difclofe the 
/agCBij^ his mind. He gathered together his friends and 
^ famiiy, with, Zerelh his wife. " He told them of the glory 
of His tkhesy and the multitude of his chfldrei^ and of all 
the things wherein the king had promoted him ; and how 
he had advanced him above the princes and iervants of 
the king* He fdidy moreover. Yea, Eftber the ^ueen fuf- 
fcred no man to come in with the king, to the banquet ^ 
that ibe had prepared, but myfelf; and tomorrow alfo 
am I invited to her widf tlie king/* , After all thi4.pre* 
ambl^ what is the conclufion ? " Yet all this avail eth me 
nothing, fo long as I fee Mordecai the Jew fitting at the 
king's gate." 

TbdBequel) of Haman's hi-ftory I fliall not now purfue. 
It might afiEord matter for much inftru^on, by the con- 
ipjcuous juftice of God in his fall and punifhment. But 
contemplating only the fingular fituation, in which the ex- 
preffions juft •quoted prefent him, and the violent agita- 
tion of his mind which they difplay, the folio win a;, reflec- 
tions naturally arife ; How maferable is vice, when one 
guiltf paflfion creates fo much torment ! how unavailing 
is prcfperlty, when, in t'le height of it, a (ingle difappoint- 
ment can deftroy the reUfli ot all its pleafares ! how wreak 
is human nature, which, in the abfence of real, is thus 
^proneko form to itielf imaginary woes I ^jl bl^air. 

, SECTION IV. ^K 



As Ortogrul of Bafa was one day wandering along 
th^ ftrcets of Bagdat, mufmg on the varieties of merchan- 
dise which the mops offered to his view % and obferving 
tha different occupations which bufied the multitudes on 
every (Ide, he was awakened from the tranquiHity of 
meditation, by a crowd that obftruded tis pafTage- Hfe 
railed his eyes, and faw the chief vizier, who, having re- 
* turned froAi the divan, was entering his palace* 

Ortogrul mingled with the attendants ;*.and: being ^nyg^ 
poled to have fdme petition for the vi?;ier; Vas perxmttc^ 
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to enter. He furveyed the fpacioufiiefs of the apartments, 
admired th6 walls hung with goldcJh upeftry, and the 
floors covered with filken carpets ; landtiefprfed the fimple^ 
neatnefs of his own littk habitation. ♦ 

« Surely," fatd he to himfelf, " this palace is the fcat- 
of happinefs ; where pleafure facceeds to pleafure, anddif- 
content and forrow can have no admiffion. ' Whatever' 
nature has provided for th^ delight of fenfe, is here fpread ' 
forth to be- enjoyed. What can mortals hope or imagine'^ 
which the mafter'of this palace hasnot obtained ? The. 
difhes of luxury cover his table ; the vofce of h-Armony 
lulls him in his bowers; he breathes the fragrance of the 
groves of Java, and fleeps upon' the down ot th6 cygnets-^ 
of Ganges.' He fpeaks, and his mandate is obeyed ; he 
wifhes, and his wiftt is gratified ; all whom he fees obey 
him, and all whom he hears flatter him? How^ different,' 
Ortogrul, is thy condition, who art doomed to the per> 
petuai torments of unfatisfied defire ; and^ who haft no 
amufement in thy power, that^ can withhold tliec from thy^ 
own refleftions ! They tell- thee that thou art wife; but' 
what does wifdom avail with poverty ? None will flat tcr> 
the poor; and the wife have very little power of flatter- 
ing themfelves. That^ man h furcly the moft wretched of 
the fons of "Wretchednefs, who lives wkh hid own faults^ 
and follies always before him ; and who- has none to rec- 
oncile him tohirafelf by praife and veneraftkm. * I have^ 
long itughr content, and have not found it-; J will froni^ 
this moment endeavour to be rich." 

Full of his new f^olution, he fhuvhimfelf fn Ms-cham-f' 
ber for fix months, to deliberate how' he » fiiould giow rich. 
He fometimes purpofed to ofier hitnfelf as^ Goui>fellor to 
one of the kiugs ia India j and fometimes refolvcd to dig 
fof diamonds in the mines of Golconda.' One day, after 
(bme hours paffed ui violent flii(5laation of opinion, fleep 
infenfibly feizcd him in his chair. He dreamed that he 
was Kmging a defert country, in feardi of fome one that 
might teach him to grow rich ; and as he flood on the 
top of a hill, fliaded with cyprefs, in doubt" whither to 
dire^ his ftcps, his father appeared on a fudden ftanding 
before him, •'Ortogrul,*^ faid th'e old man, " 1 know 
thy j>erplcxity ) HAea to thy fathei ; turn thine eye on tht; 
oppofite taottntain.** Ortogrul looked, and fa^ a torrcoi 
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tumbling down the rocks, roaring with the noife of thim^ 
der, and fcattering its foam on the impending woods. 
•* Now,"** faid his father, •* behold the valley that lies be^ 
tween the hiDs." Ortogrul looked, and efpied 9 little weJl, 
out of which iflucd a fmall rivulet. " Tell me now," faid 
Jiis father, ** doft' tliou wifb for fudden affluence, that may- 
poor upon thee like the mountain torrent ; or for a flow 
^nd gradual increafe, refembling the rill gliding from rhe 
^^ell ?'* ** Let me be quickly rich^ ' faid Ortogrul ; " let 
^e golden flk^eam be quick and violent.'* "Look. round 
thee," faid his father, «* once again." Ortogrul looked, 
and perceived the channel of the torrent dry and dufly ; 
but following tlie rivulet from the well, he traced it to a 
wide lake, which the fupply, flow and conftant, kept al- 
ways full. He awoke, and determined to grow rich by 
filent profit, and perfevering indnftry. - 

Haviag fold his patrimony, he engaged in raerj^handife ; 
^nd in twenty year* pife-chaftsd lands, on which he raifcd 
a houfc, equal in funRptuoufncfs to that of the vizier, ta 
which he invited all the minifters of pleafurc, cxpeding to 
enjoy all th^ felicity which he had imagined riches able to 
afford. Leifure fooi^ made him weary of himfclf, and he 
longed to be p^rfuaded that ha was great atxd happy. 
He was courteous and Ufecal 5 l^^ g^tve all that approach- 
edt him hopes of pUafiirg htm, and all who Ihould plcafe 
bhn, hopes of being rewarded. Every art of praife was 
tricdt and cveiy fource of adulatory Mioa was exhaufted. 
Ortogrul heard his flatterers without delight, becaufe he 
found himfelf unable to believe them. His own heart told 
}}\m its frailties ; his own vmderftanding reproached him 
with bis faults. " How long," faid he, with a deep figh, 
** have I been labouring in vain^o amafs wealth, which ac 
la ft is ufelefs ! Let no man hereafter with to be rich, who 
is already too wife to be flattered !" Z)«. yoHNio^' 

SECTION V. (^ ^, a' 

f,Apr JANS B^BT* 

This excellent perfonage was defcended from^heroya* 
line of Etigland by both her parents. 

She was carefully educated in the principled of the ref- 
r^rrtwitinn ; and her '.vifdom and virtue rendered h^r a fhin- 
ing cample to h^ fcx. But it was her lot to.'coutinus. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



24- TH£ E^NGLISH READER'. fART' iS 

cnljr a ftiiort period on this flage of being ; for, in carlr^ 
IHe, fhe fell ^a facrifice to thfe wilxi ambition of the duke of - 
Northumberland ; who promoted a marriage between her* 
and his fbn, lord GuUford Dlidley ; and raifed her to the- 
throne of England, in oppofition to the rights of Mary 
and Elizabeth. At the time of their marriage,^ fht was- 
only about eighteen years of age, and her hafband was alfo ^ 
very young : a feafon of life veryunequal to oppofc the- 
interefted views of artful and afpiring men 5 who, inftead^ 
of expofing them to danger, Iheuld have been the protedl- ■ 
ors of their innocence and yoiith.' 

This extraordinary young perfon, befkles the foHd en-- 
dowmcnts of •piety snd virtue, poffeffedthe moft engaging* 
difpofiiion, the mnft accomplinied parts ; and being of an', 
equal age with king Edwaid vi,v Ihe had rtceived all hen 
education with him, and feemed even to poflefs a greater* 
fecility in acquiring every part of manly and claffical lit- 
erature. She had attained a knowledge of the Koman» 
and Greek languages, as well a&of fcvcrai modern ton|u«6| ^ 
had pafled moft of her time in an application to learning 5 
and exprcffed a great indiflfefcncc fW other occupations^ 
and amufements ufual vritlf her fer-and ftatlon. Roger^ 
Afcham, tutor 10 the lady Elizabeth, hairing at one time r 
paid her a vUUy found her- employed in reading Plato, u. 
^hlle the reft of the family were engaged in a party of ^ 
hunting in the park*; and upon his admiring the fingular-C 
ityof her choice, fhe told him^ that fhe "received more* 
p>leafure from that author^^^jif the others could reap from' 
all their fport and gaiety. ?^^r heart, replete with' this^ 
love of literature and feriottJiJm^'^^* and- with tendernefs 
towards herhufband, who was deferving of her a£Ee<3ion, 
had never opened itfeif to the fi^attering allurements of' 
ambition ; and the information of her advancement to the 
throne was by no means agreeable to her. She even re- 
fufed to accept ofrthe cro\vn ? pleaded the preferable right 
of the two princefTes ; expreffed her dread of the confe- 
quences attending an enterprife fo dangerous, not tg fay 
fo criminal ; and defired to remain in that private ftati^j^ . 
in which fhe vjras bom. Overcome at laft with'the e.n< . 
treaties, rather than reafons, of her father and father In . 
law, and, above all, of her hufband, fhe ;fubmittc?d t^ 
their will, and was pievaiied on to rcli»quifh lier O'A^- 
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judgment. But her elevation was of very fliort continu- 
ance. The nation declared for <)ueen Mary ; and the 
lady Jane, after wearing rfie vain pageantry of a crown 
during ten days, returned to a private life, with much 
more ^atisfiaaion than ihe felt when the royalty was tcn- 
. dered to her. 

Queen Mary, who appears to have been incapable of 
generofityx>r clemency, determined to remove every per- 
fon, Trom whom the leaft danger could be apprehended. 
Warning was, therefore, given to lady Jaae to i prepare 
for death ; a doom ^hich (he had e:ipe6led» and which 
the innocence of her life, as well as tlie misfortmies to 
which (he had been cxpofed, rendered no unwelcome news 
to hen / The queen's bigoted zeal, andercdour of tender 
mercy to the prifoner's foul, induced her to<fend priefts, 
who molefted her with perpetual difputation ; and even a 
i reprieve of three d;;ys w;4s granted her, in hopes that (he 
would be perfuaded, during that time, to pay, by a timely 
i^^onverfion to popery, fome regard to her eternal welfare. 
•LadyJane had prefence of mind, in thofe melancholy cir- 
cumftances, not only to defend her religion by folid ail- 
ments, but alfo to write a letter to her fifter, in the Greek 
language ; in which, befides fending her a copy of the 
Scriptures in that tongue, /he exhorted her to «iaintain, in 
every fortune, a like fteady perfeverance. On the day of her 
execution, her hu (band, lord Guilford, defk-ed permiffion 
to fee her ; but (he refuied her confent, and fent him word, 
that the tendemefs of their parting would overiJome the 
fortitude * of both ; and would too much unbend their 
minds from that conftancy, which their approaching end 
required of them. Their feparation, (he faid, would be 
only for a moment i and they would ibon rejoin each other 
in a fcene^ where their affedions would be forever united ; 
and where death, difappointment, and misfortunes, could 
;no longer have accefs to them, or difturb their eternal 
felicity. 

Jt had been intended to execute the lady Jane and lord 
Guilford together on the fame icaffold, at Tower hUl ; 
but the council, dreading the compaflion of the people for 
their youth, beauty, innocence, and noble birth, changed 
their orders, and gate diredions that (he (hould be behead- 
ed, ^ithin the verge of theToweh She (Mvr her /" '" 
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led to execution ; and having given him from the window 
.fome token of her remembrance, ihe waited with tran- 
quillity till ber own appointed hour fiiould bring her to a 
like fate. She even faw his hcadlcfs body carried back in 
a cart ; and found herfelf more confirmed by the reports, 
which fhe heard of the conftaucy of his end, than fhaken 
by fo tender knd melancholy a fpedlacle. Sir John Gage, 
, conAable of the Tower, when he led her to execution, de- 
fired her to beftow on him fome fmall prefent, which he 
might keep as a perpetual memorial of her. She gave 
him her table book, in which fhe had juft Written mree 
fentences, on feeing her hufband's dead body ; one in 
Greek, another in Latin, a third in Englifh; The piu- 
port of them was, ** that**human juftice was again ft his 
body, hut the Divine Mercy wbuW be favourable to his 
foul ; and that if her fault deicrved punift!ment;iicr youth, 
at leafty and her impmdence, were worthy of excufe ; and 
Aat God and pofterity, (he trufted, would ihdw her fa- 
vour." On the fcaffold, the made a fpeech to the by- 
Aanders, in which the mildnefs of her difpofition led her 
to take the Uame entirely on hc^elf, without uttering one 
complaint againft the feverity with w^hich fhe had been 
treated. She faid, that her offence wa^s, not having laid 
her hand upon the crown, but not rejedting it with fuffi- 
cient conftancy : that fhe had lefs erred through ambition 
than through reverence to her parents, whom fhe had been 
taught lo refpeft and obey : that fhe willingly received 
death, as the only fatisfa<5tion which fhe could now make 
to' the injured flate ; and though her infringement of the 
laws had been conftrained, fhe would fhow, by her volun- 
tary fubmiffion to their fentcnCCv that fhe was defiroi^s to 
atone for that difobedience, into whidrtoojnuch filial pi- 
ety had betrayed her ': that fhe had juftly deferved this 
^pmjifhment for* being made the iriftrument, though -the 
unwilling inftrument, of the ambition of others : and that 
the ftory of her life, flie hoped, might at leaft be ufeful, 
by proving that innocence txcufes not great mifdeeds, if 
?they tend any way to the deflrudtion of the' common* 
•wealth. — — After uttering thefe words, fhe caufed iiei^lf 
ito -be ydifrobed biy her women, and with a fteady, ferena 
cgmi tenance. fubmitted herfelf to the exeeuiioner. 

/I I V 

" -./ '^^' . 
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SECTION VI. 

THE HILL OP SCIENCE. 

In that feafon of the year, when the ferenity of the /ky, 
the various fruits which cover tlie ground, the difcoloure J 
foliage of the trees, and all the fweet, but fading 'graces 
of infpiring autumn, open the mind to benevolence, ancl 
difpofe it for contemplation, I was wandering in a beauti- 
ful and romantic country, till curioiiiy began to give way 
to weaiinefs ; and I fat down on the fragment of a roc!c 
overgrown with mofs ; where the ruftling of the falling 
leaves, the dafliing of waters, and the hum of the diiiant 
city, foothed my mind into the moft perfe^ tranquillity ; 
and fleep infenfibly ftole upon me, as I was indulging the 
agreeable reveries, whkh the o'bjedts around me naturally 
infpired.^ ^' > 

1 immediately found myfelf in a vaft extended plain, 
in the middle of which arofe a mountain higher than I 
had before any conception of. It was covered with a 
multitude of people, chiefly youth ; many of whom 
prefled forwards with the livelieft expreflion of ardour in 
their countenance, though the way was in many places 
fteep and difficult. I obferved, that thofe who had but 
juft begun- to climb the hill, thought themfelves not far 
from the top ; but as they proceeded, new hills were con- 
tinually rifing to their view ; and tlie fummit of the high- 
eft they could before difcem feemed but the foot of an- 
other, till the mountain at length appeared to lo,fe itfelf i.i 
the clouds. As I was gazing on thefe things wi;^ adon- 
ifliment, a friendly inftruclor fuddenly appearedT ^ The 
mountain before thee," faid bef, " is ihe Hill of Science. 
On the top is the tempie of Trnth, whofe head is above 
the clouds, and a veil of pure light covers her face. Ob- 
fcrve the progrefs of her votaficvS : ''be filent and attentive.'* 
Aft«r I had noticed a v^ ?ety of obje<51:s, I turned my 
eye towards the multitudes v,^ were climbing the fteep 
^cent ; and obfei-ved amongll' them a youdi of a lively 
look, a piercing eye, and fomething fiery and ii regular ia- 
althis !notions. His name was Genius. He darted Vika 
aj^ ca;2fle up the mountain ; anH,|^| his companions gazing 
after mm with envy and admirati^ : t^ut bi> progrefs was 
unequa!,' and interrupted by a thoulUnd caprices. Whcxi 
' ' E 
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Pleafure warbled in the valley, he mingled in her train. 
When Pride beckoned towards die precipice, he ventured 
to the tottering edge. He delighted in devious and un- 
tried paths ; and made fo many excurfions from the road, 
that his feebler companions often outftripped him. 1 ob- 
ferved that the mtifes* beheld him with partiality ; but 
Truth often frowned, and turned afide her face. While 
Genius was thus wafting his ftrength in eccentric flights, I 
faw a perfon of a very different appearance, named Ap- 
plication. He crept along with a flow and unremitting 
pace, his eyes fixed on the top of the mountain, patiently 
rttiioving every ftone that obftru<5led his way, till he faw 
moft of thofe below him, who had at firft derided his 
flo^ and toilfome progrefs. Indeed, there were few 
who afcended the hill with equal, and uninturiipted. ftead- 
incfs ; for, befide the difficulties of the way, they were 
continually folicited to turn afide, by a numerous crowd 
of appetites, paflfions, and pleafures, whofe importunity, 
when once complied with, they became lefs and lefs able 
to refift : and though they often returned to the path, the 
afperities of the road were njore feverely felt ; the hill ap- 
peared more fteep and rugged ; the fiuits which were 
whokfome and refrelhing, I'eemed harfli and ill tafted ; 
their fight grew dim ; and their feet tript at every little 
obfl.ru5ion. 

I faw, with fome furprife, that the mufes, whofe buC- 
7efs was to cheer and encourage tliofe who were toiling up 
the afcent, would often fmg in the bowers of pleaiure, 
and accomj^ny thofe who were enticed away at the call of 
the paffions. They accompanied •tliem, however, but a 
little way ; and always forfook them when they loft fight 
of 'the hill. The tyrants then doubled their chains upon 
tilt unhappy captives ; and led them away, without refift- 
ance, to the cells of Ignorance, or the manfions of Mif- 
ery. Amongft the innumerable feducers, who were'cn- 
deavourinp; to draw away the votaries of Truth from the 
patli of fcience, there was one fo little formidable \Xk^ 
appearance, aod fo gentle and languid in her attem; 
that I fhould fcarcely have taken notice of her, but 
the numbers fhe had imperceptibly loaded with her ch 
Indolence, (for fo ftie was called, ) far from procee " 
open hoftilitlcs, did not attempt to turn dleir feet q 
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the path, but contented herfelf with retarding their pro- 
grefs ; and the purpofe fhe could not force them to aban- 
don, (lie perfuaded tliem to delay. Her touch had a 
power like ihat of the torpedo, which withered the ftrength 
of thofe who came within its influence. Her unhappy 
captives ftill turned their faces towards the temple, and 
always hoped to arrive there ; btit the ground feemed to 
Aide from beneath their feet, and they found themfelves 
at the bottom, before they fuTpefted they had changed 
their place. The placid ferenity, which at firft appeared 
in their countenance, changed by degrees into a melan- 
choly languor, which was tinged with deeper and deeper 
gloom, as they glided down the Iheam of Infignificance ; 
'^ dark and fluggifh water, which is curled by no breeze, 
and enlivened by no murmur, till ic fulls into a dead fea, 
where ftartled paffengers are awakened by tlie ihock, and 
the next moment buried in the gulf of Oblivion. 

Of all the unhappy defertcrs from the paths of Science, 
none feemed lefs able to return than the followers of In- 
dolence. The captives of appetiie and paflion could 
often feize the moment when their tyrants were languid 
or afkep, to efcape from their enchantment ; but the do- 
niinion of Indolence was conftant and unremitted j and 
feldom refilled, till refiftance was ip vain. 

After contemplating thefe things, I turned mj eyes to- 
wards the top of the mountain, where the air was always 
pure and exhilarating, the path fhaded with laurrfs and 
other evergreens, and tke effulgence which beamed from 
the face of Science feemed to fned a glory rpund her vo- 
taries. Happy, faid I, are they who are permitted to 
afcend the mountain .' But while I was pronouncing this 
exclamation, with uncommon ardour, T faw, ftanding 
befide me, a form of diviner features, and a more benign 
. radiance. «' Happier," faid Ihe, " are they whom Virtue 
conduastothe Manfiofls of Content!" "What," faid I, 
" does Virtue then refide in the vale ?" <« I am found," 
faid Ihe, "in the vale, and I illuminate the mountain. I 
chefer the cottager at his toil, and infpire the fagc at his 
inedltatirm- I mingle in the crowd of cities, and blefs 
.the hermit in his cell. I have a temple in every heart that 
owfesmy influence ; and to him that.-wifhes for me, I am 
4v^^ preftnt. Science may raife thee to eminence ; but 
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1 alone can g«i<Jc thee fo felicity !" While Virtue was 
thus fpeaking, I ft retched out my arms towards her, with 
a vehemence which htoke my {lumber. The chill dews 
were falh'ng around itic, and the fhades of cvcritn^ ftretch- 
ed over the landfcape. I haftened homeward ; and rc- 
lignsd the night to filence and meditation, •i^ aikim, 
SECTION VII. ^fVi^y 

THE JCURKEX OF A DAT ; 4 flCTURE OF HOMAN UFS, 

Obidah, the fon of Abenfina, left tlie*taravanfera» early 
in the morning, and purfued his journey through the 
plains pf Indoftan. He was frefh and vigorous with reft ; 
he \wai9^nimated witli hope ; he wasuncitedlt>y delire ; he 
walked Twiftly forward over the vail ies, and fhv the hills 
gradually rifmg before hin^. As he-paiTed along, his ears 
were delighted with the moriting fong of the bird of parar 
dife ; he was fanned by the laft flutters of the /mking 
breeze, and fprinkled with dew by groves of fpices. Hq 

" /ometimes contemplated the towering height of the oak, 
r!7on:irch of the hills ; and fometimcs caught the gentle 
fragfance of the primrofe, eldeft daughter of tlie fpring j* 
all his fenfes were gratified^ and all care was baniflicd from 
Lis heart. ' 

'.riius he went on, till the fun approached hilttneridian,). 
and tlie uicreating heat preyed upon his (Irength ; he th^ 
looked round about him for fonie more/commodiousjpath. 
He faw, on his tight hand, a grove that feemed to waVe 
its fhades as a fign pf invitation ; he entered it ^nd found 
the coolnefs and^verdur^irrefiftiblyfpleafimt. He did not, 
however, forget whiihet he was travelling ; butTound a 
narrow way bordered with flowers, which appeared to 
have the fam^. diredion with the main road ; and was 
pleafed, that, by this happy expenifnent,^ he had found, 
means to unite pleafare with bufinefs/ and to gain the re-» 
wards of diligence without fufferhig its fatigues. He, 
therefore, ftill continued to walk for a time, without the 
leafttremiffion/of his ardour, except that he was fometimes 
tempted to flop by the mufic of the birds, which the heat 
had aflembled in the rtiade ; and fometimes amulcd himfe||. 
with plucking the flowers that covered the banks On eiti^l 
fide, or the truits that hung upon the branches. A^^ 

4h 2^ green p?.th b^an to decline from its firit tc|icf 
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and to wind among hills and thickets, cooled with foun- 
tains, and murnnuring with waterfalls. Here ObiJ^h 
paufed for a time, and began to confider whether it were 
longer fafe to forfake the knpwn and common track ; but 
remembering that the heat was now in its greapeft vio^ 
jence, an»^ t$kt the plain was daily and uneven, he rcfolved 
to pilriue tfie new path, which he fuppofed only to make 
a few imeanderst in compliance with the varieties of the 
ground, and to end atlaft in the common road. 

Having thus calmed his foiicitude, he renewed his pace,, 
though he fufpeded that he was not gaining ground. This 
uneafinefs of his mind inclined him to lay hold on every 
new obje<ft, and give way to every ftnfation that might 
footh or divert him. He liftened to every |echo/; he 
mounted every hill for a freth profpe«fl ; he turned afide 
to every cafcade ; and pleafed hlmfelf with tracing the 
courfe of a gentle river that rolled among the trees, and 
watered a large region with innumerable circumvolutions^ 
In thefe amufemeDts, the hours pafled away unaccounted ; 
his deviations had. perplexed his memory, and. he knew 
not towards what point to travel. He flood penfive and 
eonfufed, afraid to go forward left he fhould go wrong, 
yet confcious that the time of 'loitering was now pall. 
While he was thus tortured with u:icertainty, th^^Jky -wd-b 
overfpread with clouds ; the day vatJ^hed from before 
him ; and a fudden lemped. gathered round iiis heau. lie. 
was now roufed. by his danger to a quick and painful re- 
membrance of his folly ; he now fa w how liappinefs is loft 
when eafe is confulted ; he lamented the unmanly impa- 
tience that prompted him tofcek fl>elter in tiie grove ; and 
defpifed the petty curiofity that, led him on from trifie i.) 
tri.'je. While he w.i.s thus reflecting, the air grew blacker, 
and a clap of thunder broke his meditation. 

He now relblved to do what yet remained in his power, 
to tread back the ground which he liad pa/Tod, and Lry ^> 
find fome iffue where the wood mi^ht open injto the plain. 
He. proilivited himfelf on the gioa.id, an J commended hi$. 
life to ilie Lord of Naturs. IJe rofe wiih confidence and 
.tnuiquiUity, andprcffedon withrcrolutioa. I^her beafis c,f 
-itil^ defer t. were in m-otion, and on ey^ry hand M'eie heard 
^^^" mingled howls of rage and fear, a^d ravage and ex- 
AH tlie horrojrs of darktte% and folitudc fur- 
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rounded him : the winds roared in the woods j and the 
torrents tumbled from the hills. 

Thus forlorn and diftrefled, he wandered through the 
wild, without knowing whither he was goine, or whether 
he was every moment drawing nearer to fafety, or to <3e-». 
liru<aion. At length, not fear, but labour began to over- 
come him ; hisi breath grew fiiort, and his knees trembled ;. 
and he was on the point of lying iiown^n refign^tion ta 
his fate, when he beheld, through the brambles, the glim- 
mer of a taper. He advanced towards the Hght ; and 
finding that it proceeded from the cottage of a hernut, he ^ 
called humbly at the door, and obtained admifHon. The 
old man fet before him fuch provifions as he had colleded 
for himfel^ on which Qbk iah f ed with eagernefs and grat- 
itude. .00K^ 

When the repaft was over, " Tell me," faid the hermit, 
** by what chance thou haft been brought hith«r ? 1 haVe 
■been now twenty years an inhabitant of the wildtrnefs, ia 
which I never faw a man before." Obidah then related 
the occurri?nces of his journey, without any concealment 
or palliation. 

** Son," faid the hermit, " let the errors and follies, the 
danger? and efcape of this day, fink deep into thy heart. 
Hemember, my fon, that human life Js the journey of a 
day. We rife in ti.e morning of youth, full of vigou* 
and full of eypc<5lation ; we let forward with fpirit and 
hope, with gaiety and .with diligence, and travel on a 
while in the diredt road of piety towards the manfions of 
reft. In a ihort time, we remit our fervour, and endeav- 
our to find forae mitigation of our duty, and fome more 
cafy means of obtaining the fame end. We then relax 
our vigour> an J refolve no longer to be terrified wiih crimes 
3t a diftance ; but rely upon our own conftancy, and ven- 
ture to approach what^ We refolve never to touch. We 
thus enter the bowers of eafe, and repofe in tlie (hades of 
fecurity. Here the heart foftens, and vigilance fubfidcs \ 
-we are then willing to inquire whether another advaace 
cannot be made, and whether we may not, at leaft, turn 
our eyes upon tlie gardens of pleafure. We apprcaeb 
them with fcruple and hefitation 5 we enter thejil,' bot ■ 
cijcer timorous and trembling j and always hope to.pafk;.,. 
ilirough thtia without lofing the road of vu;tue, whidji 
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for a while^ we keep in our fights and to which we purpoie 
to return. But temptation fucceeds temptation, and one 
compliance prepares us for another ; we in time lofe the 
happinefs of innocence, and folace our diiquiet with fen- 
fual gratifications., By degrees, we let fail the remem- 
brance of our original intention, and quit the only ade- 
quate ob}e<a of rational defire. We entangle ourfelves in 
bufinefs, immerge ourfelves in luxury, and rove through 
the labyrinths otincon ft ancy ; till thedarknefs of old age 
begins to invade us, and difeafe and anxiety obftru<fl our 
way. We then look back upon our lives with Iwrror, with 
forrow, with repentance ; and wifb, but too often vainly 
wiffa, that we had not forfaken the ways of virtue. Happy 
are they, my fon, who fhall learn from. thy example, not to 
defpair ; but ihall remember, that, though the day is paft, 
and their ftrength is wailed, there yet remains one effort to 
be made ; that reformation is never hopelefs, nor fmceTC 
endeavours ever unaflifted ; that the wanderer may at 
length return after all his errors ; and that he who im- 
plores ftrength and courage from above, (hall find danger 
and difficulty give way before him* Go now, my fon, to 
thy repofe ; commit thyfelf to the care of Omnipotence ; 
and when the morning calls again to toil, begin anew thy 
journey and thy life.** »*• johnson* 



CHAP. iir. 

DIDACTIC PIECES. 
SECTION I. 

THE IMPOkTANCE OF A GOOD BDUCATIOIT. 

I CONSIDER a human foul, without education, like 
rnarble m the quarry i w^ich fhows none of its ("inherent; 
beauties, uirfll the Ikill of the polifber fetches out the col- 
ours, makes the furface ihine, and dlTcovers every orna- 
mental cloud, fpot, and vein, that rims through the body 
of it. Education, after* the fame manner, when it vvorfc? 
upon a noble mind, draws out to view every latent virtue 
an4^£;rfeai.9n, which, without fuch helps, are never able to 
jp^^i^mr appearance. / n r • 

'Jloale^r^a^erwill give rae leave to change theCalmuoo/. 
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ib foon upon him, I (hall make ufe of the fame inftance 
to illuftratc the fgrce of education, which Ariftotle has 
brought to explain his do<flrine of fubftantial forms, when 
he tells us that a/ftatu^lies hid in a block of marble ; and 
that the art of the ftatoary only clears away the|fuperflu- 
oas>matter, and remeves^ the rubbiih. The figure is in the^ 
ftone, and the fculptor only finds it. Whal|fculptur4i^ to 
a block of marble, education is to a hun#n fonl. The 
philofopher, the faint, or the hero, the wif^ the good, or 
the great man, very often lies hid and concealed in a(ple- 
beian,> which a proper education might have difinterred, 
and have brought to fight. I am therefore much delight- 
ed with reading the accounts of favage nations ; and with 
contemplating thofe virtues which are wild and unculti- 
vated : to fee courage exerting itfelf in fiercenefs, refolu- 
tion in obftinacy, wifdom in cunning, patience in fullennefs 
and defpair. 

Men's paflions operate variouily, and appear in differ- 
ent kinds of adilons, according as they are more or lefs 
redified and fwayed by reafon. When one hears of ne- 
groes, who, upon the death of their mafters, or upon 
changing their fervice, hang themfelves upon the next trte,- 
as it fometimes happens in our American plantations, who 
can forbear admiring their (fidelity^though it txprcifes lU 
felf in fo dreadful a manner ? What might not that favage 
greatnefs of foul, which appears in thefe poor wretches on 
many occafions, be raifed to, were it rightly cukivated ? 
And what colour of excufe can there be, lor the contempt 
with which we treat this part of our fpecies ; that we Ihoul J 
not put them.upon the common foot of humanity ; that 
we Ihouldonly fet anfinfignificantlfine upon the man who 
murders them ; nay, that we Ihould, as much as in us lies, • 
cut them off from the profpeds of happinefb in another 
world, as well as in this ; and(denyjthem that which we"*.^ 
look upon as tJie p>oper means for attaining it ? 

It is theretore an funfpeakabler bleffing, to he. born in 
thofe ^arts of the world where wifdom and knowledge 
tflourilhi; though, it mail be confefled, theje aie, even in 
theie parts, feveral poor uninftru(ried perlbns, who dc^.i^m 
little above the inhabitants of thofe nations of wjiicljl-tictv^ / 
., been here fpeaking ; as thofe wIk) have had tlie adva^^^ita* * 
/of a more liberal cducaUTO, rife above om auo^|lo 
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feveral different degrees of perfection. For, to return to 
our llatue in the block of marble, we fee it fometimes only 
begun to be chipped, fomeiimes rough hewn, and but juft 
Iketched into a human figure ; fometimes, we fee the man 
appearing diftindly in ail his limbs and features ; fome- 
times, we find the /figure wrought up to great elegancy; 
butfeldom meet with any to which^^^e hand ofa';Phidtas 
w a Praxiteles -could not give feveral nice touches and 
finifhings. ^j jiddiscn. 

SECTION n. 

OK GRA7ITUI2E. 

There is not a more pleafing excrcife cf the mind, than 
gratitude. It is accompanied with fuch inward fatibfiictron , 
that the duty, is fufficiently rewarded by the performance. 
It is not, like the pra(5lice of many other virtues,'difiicult' 
and painful, but attended with fo much plcafure that-were 
there norpefitivejcommand which^njoinediit, nor any rec- 
ompenfe laid up for it hereafter, a generous mind would 
indulge in it, for the natural gratification v/hich it affords. 

If gratitude is due from man to man, how much more 
from man to his Maker ? The Supreme Eeiag does not on- 
ly confer upon us thofe bounties which proceed tnore im- 
mediately from his hand, but even thofe /bene fitsi which are 
conveyed to us by others. Every bleffing we(enjoy| by 
H^hat mesvns foevci* it may be derived upon us, is the gift 
of Him who is the great Author of good, and thi? Father 
of mercies. 

If gratitude, when exerted towards one another, natur- 
ally produces a very pleafmg Ifenfatioi^n tlie mind of a 
grateful man, it4bxalt^he foul intOjfrapturClwhen it is em- 
ployed on this great objedl of gratitude 5 on this beneficent 
Being, who has given us every thing we already poffefs, 
and from whom we expe6l every thing we yet hope for. 

SECTION III. C^'^^J 

Oy PORCJVENESS. 

Tar. moft plain and natural fentinients of equity concur 
witii divine authority, to enforce the duty of forgivenefs. 
I/et I a^i whoyhas never in his life done wrong, be allowed 
tlta^filege "of remaining inexorable. But let fiicb as arc 
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confcioits of frailties and crimes, confider forgivenefs as a 
debt which they owe to otliers. Common failings are the 
ftrongeft leflbn of mutual forbearance. Were this virtue 
unknown among men, order and comfort, peace and re- 
pofe, would be ft rangers to human life. Injuria retaliated 
according to the exorbitant meafure which pafllon pre- 
fcribes, would exci.W-^fentment in return. The injured 
perfon would become the injurer ; and thus wrongs, retal- 
iations, and frefh injuries, would circulate in endlefs fuccef- 
fion, till the world was rendered a field of blood. Of all 
the paflions which invade the human bread, revenge is the 
molt direful. When allowed to reign with full dominion,. 
it is more than fufficient to poifon the few pleafures which 
remain to man in his prefeiU (late. How much foever a 
perfon jxidy fufFer from injuftice, he is always in hazaid of 
fuffering more from the profecution of revenge. The vio- 
lence of an enemy cannot inflid what is equal to the tor- 
ment he creates to himfelf, by means of the fierce and def- 
perate paffions which he allows to rage in his foul. 

Thofc evil fpirits who inhabit the regions of mifety, are 
reprefcnted as delighting in revenge and cruelty. But all 
that is great and good in the univerfe, is on the fide of 
clemency and mercy. The almighty Ruler of the world, 
though for ages offended by the uniighteoufnefs, and in- 
fulted by the impiety of men, is *< long fuffcring and flow 
to anger." His Son, when he appeared in our nature, cx- 
• bibited, both in his life and his death, the moft illuftrious 
example of forgivenefs which the world ever beheld. If 
we look into the hiftory of mankind, we ihall find that, in 
every age, they who have been refpe^led as worthy, or ad- 
mired as great, have been diftingififhed for this virtue. 
Revenge dwells in little minds. - A noble and magnani- 
mous fpiiit is always fuperior to it. It fuffers not froni 
the injuries of men thofe fevere (hocks which others feel. 
Colleded within itfelf, it ftands unmoved by their impo- 
tent aifaults ; and with generous pity, rather than with an- 
ger, looks down on their unworthy conduit. It has been 
truly faid, that the greateft man on earth can no faoj-ier 
commit an injury, than a good man can make hinifetf 
greater by forgiving it. ^ . * BfAi^^ ' 
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SECTION IV. 

MOTirES TO THE PRACTICE OF GENTLENESS, 

To promote the virtue of gentlenefs, we ought to view 
our chara<5ler with an impartial eye ; and to learn, from 
our own fallings, to give that indulgence which in our 
turn we claim. It is pride which fills the world with fo 
much harfhnefs and feverity. In the fulnefs of felf eltima- 
tion, wc forget what we are. We claim attentions to 
which we are not entitled. We are rigorous to offences, 
as if we had never offended ; unfeeling to diftrefs, as if we 
knew not what it was to fuffer. From thofe airy regions 
of pride and folly, let us defcend to our proper IcveK 
Let us furvey the natural equality on which Providence 
has placed man with man, and refle<5t on the infirmities 
common to all. If the refledion on natural equality and 
mutual offences, be infufficient to prompt humanity, let us 
at leaft rememb(*r what we are in the fight of our Creator. 
Have we none of that forbearance to give one another, 
which we all fo earneftly intreat from heaven ? Can we 
look for clemency or gentlenefs from our Ju^lge, when we 
are fo backward to fhow it to our own brethren ? 

Let us alfo accudotn ourfelves, to reflect on the fmall 
moment of thofe things, which • are the ufual incentives to 
violence and contention. In the ruffled and angry hour, 
we view every appearance through a falfe medium. The 
moft iMconfiderable point of intereft, or honour, fwells into 
a momentous objedl ; and the flighttft attack feems tp 
threaten immediate ruin. But aft^r pafiion or pride has - 
(ubfided, we^ look around in vain for the mighty mifchiefs 
we dreadei The fabric, which our difturbed imagination 
had reared, -totally difappears. But though the caufe of 
contention has dwindled away, its confequcnces remain. 
We have alienated a friend ; we have imbittered an enemy ; ^ 
we have fown the feeds of future fufpicion, malevolence, 
or difguft. Let us fufpend our violence for a moment, 
when caufes of difcord occur. Let us anticipate that peri- 
od of coolnefs, which^ of itfelf, will foon arrive. Let us 
refle<51: how little we have any profpedl of gaining by fierce 
contention ; but how much of the true happinefs of life we 
are certain of. throwing away. Eafily, and. from the fmall- 
€ft chink, the bitter waters of ftrifc are let forth ; but tJieir 
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I ; and he feldom fails of fuffciing 
IS e£Fe6t, Who firft allowed them to 

-y^ >t^ BLAIR, 

ECTION V. - '*- '^^^-"^ 

E ^OCTACfi or MISEKT 70 JfS POSSESSOR. 

is the fource of many cripies and 
fo it is the fpring of certain mifery 
ge^it. His friends will be few ; 
mfort in thofe whom he poffeffes. 
s enenwes, he will of courfe make 
tion be ever fo greats the«afperitj» 
1 break out in his behaviour ; and 
nd hating, he will incur fufpicion 
e external evils which he draws 
rom alienated friendfhipv broken 
nity, the.fufpicious temper itfelf is 
hich any man cajji fuffer. If " in 
," how miferable muft be his (late 
etual jealoufy, lives in perpetual 
mfelf to be furrounded with fpies, 
men, he is a ftranger to reliance, 
)t to whom to open himfelf. He 
in forced fmiles, while his heart 
prehenfions of fecret treachery, 
hupiour, difguft at the world, and 
is of an irritated and imbittered 

It are the evils arifing from a fuf- 
of the two extremes, it is more 
lives to occafional difadvantage 
of others, than to fuffer continual 
ys ill of them. It is better to be 
, than never to truft. Safety is 
rate, when, in order to fecure it, 
'3.ys clad in armour, and to live, in 
our fellows. This is, for the fake 
elves of the comfort of life. The 
his fituation, wliatevcr it is> with 
Prudence dire<5ls his intercourse 
black fufpicions haunt his hours 
View the chara6leif of his nei^hr 
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Ijours in the mod favourable iigiit, he is like one "who 
dwells amfdft thofe beautiful fcenes of nature, oh which 
the eje refts' with pleafure. Whereas the fufpicious nian» 
having his inoaginaiion filled with all the fhocking forms 
of homafi falfehood, deceit, and treachery, refembles the 
traveller in the wildernefs, who difcems no objeds around 
him but fuch as are either dreary or terrible ; caverns that 
open, ferpents that hifs, andbeafts of prey that bowl. 

SECTION VI. ^ ' ' 

> 'COMPORtS OP RELIGIOK, 

There are many who have pa/Ted the age of youth and 
beauty ; who have (tefigneJ'the pleafures of that fmiling 
feafon ; who begin to decline into the vale of years, /im- 
paired'in their health, depreflfed in their fortunes, ftript of 
their friends, their children, and perhaps ftill more tender 
connexions. What refource can this world aflford them ? 
ft prefents a dark and dreary wade, through which there 
does not iffbe a (ingle ray ©ftromfoYM Every idelufivei 
pfofped of ambition is now at an end M^ng experience of 
mankind, an experience very different from what the open 
and generous foul of youth had fondly dreamt of, has ren- 
dered the heart ahnoll inaccefllble to new friendfhips. 
The principal fources of adlivity are taken away, when 
thofe for whom we labour are cut off from us ; thofe who 
animated, and |^fe who fweetened all the toils of life. 
Where then Can the foul find refuge, but in the bofom of 
Religion ? Thtve fhe is admitted to thofe profpe(5ls of 
Providence and futtirity, which alone can warm and fill the. 
heart. 1 fpeak here of fiich as retain the fedings of hu-; 
manity ; whpm misfofrunes have foftened, and perhao* 
rendered more delicately fenfible ; not of fuch as prfT: fs . 
that ftupid infenfibility, which fome ate pleafed to digni^/ 
widi the name of/Philofophy. 

It ftiTght therefore be expcded, that thofe pbilofophers>. 
who think they ftand in no need themfelves of the aflift- 
ance of religion to fupfiort their virtue, and who never feel 
the want of its confolations, Xvould yet have the humanity 
tr>-conifider the very different Situation of the reft of man- 
Jcind ; ^md not endeavour to deprive them of what habit, at 
aft,* if thcf will not jillow it to be nature, has mads 
F ^ 
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necefTary to their morals, and to their happinefs. It might 
be cxpeded, that humanity would prevent them from 
breaking into the lad retreat of the unfortunate, who can 
no Jonger be objects of their envy or refentment ; and 
tearing from them thtir only remaining comfort. The at- 
tempt to lidicule religion may be agreeable to fome, by 
relieving them from reftraint upon their pleafures ; and 
may render others very miferable, by making them doubt 
thofe truths, in which they were moft deeply interefted ; 
but it can convey real good and happinefs to no one indi- 
vidual. <?R£<?a*r, 
SECTION VII. 

DJFPlDEKCa OJr OUR ABILITIES, A XARg OP iriSDOM. 

It is a fure indication of good fenfe, to be difiident of it* 
We then, and not till then, are growing wife, when we be- 
gin to difcern how weak and unwife we are. An abfolute 
pcrfedion of underftandinffj is impoffible : he makes the 
neareft approaches to it, w'lio has the fenfe to difcern, and 
the humUity to acjjjaowledg^, its imperfcdions. Modefty 
always fits graceful upon youth ; it covers a multitude of 
faults, and doubles the luftre of every virtue which it 
feems to hide: the perfeftions of men being like thofe 
flowers which appear more beautiful, when their leaves are 
a iitik contracted and folded up, than when they are full 
blown, and diiWajr tl^mfclves, without any-/cfervj/ toth« 
view, -r yjf Cn ,/^ y f^^ J^^ 

We are fome of us vAy fohd''^oFkttowleag€, and apt tO 
value ourfelves upon any proficiency iii the fciences : on^ 
fcience, however, there is> worth more than all the reft-, 
and that is, the fcience of living well ; which fhall remain^ 
when " tongues (hall ceafe,'* and, *« knowledge fhall Van*- 
ifli away." As to new notions, and ncNy dodrines, of 
which this age is very fruitful, the time wll cOme, when 
we fhall hav£ no pleafure in them: fiay» the time fhall 
come, when they (hall' be exploded, and would have beeA 
forgotten, i^they had not been preferred in thofe excellent, 
books, which contain a confutation of them ; like iniiif^ 

preferved foi' ages in.am^*^''- v«7>iirh nfh*»ri»Jfp -urnnlfl rant% 

nave returaed to the cam; 
belief of Chnftianity, and 
l^ort and invigorate the rx\ 
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at laft, at that important hour, which mud decide oar 
hopes and apprehenfions : and the \yifdom, which, like our 
Saviour, comelh from above, will, through his merits, bring 
as thither. All our other ftudies and purfuits, however 
diiFerent, ou^ht to be fubfervlent to, and centre in, this 
grand point, the purfuit of eternal happinefs, by being 
ffood in ourfdves, and ufeful to the world. seed. 

SECTION viir. -^ 

mr THE IMPORTANCE OP ORDBR JN THE DISJ RIEVTIOlf OF OUR TIME. 

Time we ought *o confider as a facred truft commilted 
to us by God ; of which we are now the depofitaries, and 
are to render account at the laft. That portion of it 
which he has allotted us, is intended partly for the con- 
cerns of this world, partly for thqfe of the next^ Let 
each of thefe occupy, in the diftribution of our time, that 
fpace which properly belongs to it. Let not the hours of 
hofpitality and pleafure interfere with the difcharge of our 
neceflary affairs ; and let not what we call neceffary affairs, 
encroach upon the time which is due to devotion- To 
every thing there is a feafon, and a Ae for every purpofe 
under the heaven. If we delay till tomorrow what ought . 
to be done toJay, we overcharge the morrow with a bur- 
den which belongs not to it. We load the wheels of time, 
and prevent them from carry ing^us along fmoothly. He 
who every jnoming plans the tranfaftions of the day, and 
follows out that plan, carries on a thread which will guide 
him through the labyrinth of the moft bufy life. The 
orderly arrangement o£ his time is like a ray of light, 
which darts itfelf through all his afFaiis. But, where no 
plan is laid, where the difpofal of time is fur rendered 
merely to the chance of incidents^ all things H^ huddled 
together intone chaos, which admits neither of diftrTBution 
aor review. 

r introducing order into the man 
be imprefied with a juft fenle of itr, 
it well how- much^depends upon it, 
ay. The bulk of men are in noth- 
ad inconfiftent, than in their appre- 
I they think of it, as the mcnfure ol: 
irth, they highly prize it, and witJi 
:ek to lei^gthen it out. But whea 
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they view it in feparate parcels, they appear to hold it i^ 
contempt, and fquander it with inconfiderate profufion* 
While they complain that life is fcort, the/ arc often wifh-. 
ing Its diferent periods at an end. Covetous of every 
otlier pofleffion, of lime only they are prodigal. They 
allow every idle man to be mader of this prcperty, and 
make every frivolous occupation welcome that can help, 
them to confume it. Among thofe who are fo carelels. 
of time, it is not to be expedled that order fhould be ob^ 
ferved in its diftribution. But, by this fatal neglect, how 
many materials of fevere and lading r^-jret are they laying 
up in ftore for themfelves ! The time which they fuffer to 
pafs away in the midft of confufion, bitter repentance feeks 
afterwards in vain to recal. What was omitted to be 
done at its proper moment, arifes to be the torment of 
fome future feafon. Manhood is difgraced by the confe- 
quences of negle^ed youth. Old age, opprefled by cares 
that belonged to a former period, labours under a burdea 
not its own. At the clofe of life, the dying man beholds. 
with anguiih that his days are finishing, when his prepara- 
tion for eternity i|fl^ardly commenced. Such are the 
cflFeds of a diforderiy wafte of time, through not attending 
to its value. Every thing in the life of^fuch perfons is. 
mifplaced. Nothing is performed aright> from not being 
performed in due feafon^ 

But he who is ordeily in die diftribution of his time,, 
takes the proper method of efcaping thofe manifold evils. 
He is juftly faid to redeem the time. By proper manage- 
ment, he prolongs it. He lives much in little fpace ; niorc 
in a few years than others do in maay. He can live to 
God and his own foul^ and at the fame time attend to all 
the lawful intereils of the prefent world. He looks back 
on tfte pail, and provides for the future* He 4»tches atvd 
arrefts the hours as they fiy. They are marked down for 
ufeful purpofes, and their memory remains. Whereas 
thofe hours fleet by the man of ctrnfufron, like a (hadow. 
His days and years are either blanks of which he has no 
iremembrance, or . they are filled up with fuch a confufed 
and irregular fytcc(Ci(m of unfinilhed tranfadions, tliat 
though he remembers he has been bufy, yet he can giv? no 
account of the bufinefs which has employed him. y 
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therefore reconuaend to the confideration of t 
are always aiming at fapurfluous and inaag'na 
xnents, and who will not be at the trouble of cc 
their defires, an excellent faying of Bion the ph 
namely, *^ That no man Jhas fo mach cate, as he 
deaFOurs after the moft happinefs." 

In the fecond plate, every one ought to re 
much more unhappy he might be, than he 
The former confideration took in all thofe, who 
ciently provided with the means to make themfel 
this regards, fuch as adually lie under fome pr 
nnisfortune. Thefe may receive great alleviat 
filch a comparifon as the unhappy perfon may 
. fcween himfelf and others ; or between the n 
which he fuSers, and greater mi^fortunes#whi( 
have befallen him. 

I like the ftory of the hone ft Dutchman, w 
breaking his leg* by a fall from the mainmaft, 
dMril^m^, it'was a great mercy that it was not 
To which, fmcq I an) got into quotations, give 
to add the i!ay ing of an old phiioibpher, who, afti 
invited fome of his friends to dine with him» w 
by a perf<Mi tbat came into tj^ room in a pal 
tlirew down, the table that flood before theiyi t 
one,*' fays be> " hai his cabwfnity ; and be is a h 
that hais no greater than this." We find an inlta 
feme purpofe,in the lifeof do^c^- Haroi^wid, v 
^^fhpp Fell.. As this^ood man was troubled wij 
^JRcation of diftcumpers, when he bad the gout v 
^e tifedto tbsHtk God that it was not the ftone ;. 
he had th^ flonc, that he badDOt both tbefe diftc 
bim at the fame time. 

1 cannot cojaclude this effay without oWerli 
there neyer was any fy ftsm befides that of Ch 
which could effe<Stually prodi^ce in the mfnd of 
virtue I have been hitherto fpeakitjgof. In orde; 
VLS contented with our condition, many of the pr 
lofophers t«U.us,.that our difcontent only hurts 
wit-hout being able to make any alteration in ou 
ft^nce?. ; others, that whatever evil befalls us is c 
fts by aiH'il neceffity, to which fuperior beings tj 
are ftbjfeU ^ while pthdrs, very gravely, tell the 



ll^ 



Digitized b"y VjOOQIC 



48 THE ENGLISH READER. FART 1- 

IS miferaWe, that it is neceflary he fhould be fo, to keep^ 
up the harmony of the unlverfe ; and that the fchemc of 
Providj^e would be troubled and perverted, were he 
otherwife. Thefe, aad the like confiderations, rather filencc 
than fatisfy a raan. They may fhow him that his difcon- 
tent is unreafonable, but they are by no means fufficient to 
relievfe it. They rather give defpair than confolation. In 
a word, a man might reply to one of thefe comforters, as 
Auguftus did to his friend, who advife^ him not tb grieve 
for the death of a perfon whom he loved, becaufc his grief 
could not fetch him again : ** It is for that very reafon," 
faid the emperor, " that I grieve." 

On the contr^v, religion bears a nr^ore tender regard t<x 
human nature. It prefcribcs to every miferablc man the 
means of bettering his condition : nay, it ihows him, that 
bearing his affliilions as he ought to do, will naturally end 
in the removal of them. It makes him cafy here, becauie 
it can mak« him happy hereafter. ^< 
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SECTION Xir. JA. /x ' 

SLAlfX JKD KICHSi AMOILD 2tO ORW»D FOR Mltyr, 

Of all th^ grounds of envy among men, fupcriority m 
rank and fortune is the mod eetieral. Hence the malig- 
nity which the poor commonly bear to the ^ich, as en- 
groffing to themfelves all the comforts of 1^. Hence,, 
the evil *ye with which perfons of inferior ftation fcrutinize 
thofe who are above them in rank ; and if they approach 
to that rank their envy is generally ftrongeft againft 
as are juft one ft ep higher than themfelves. Alas 4 
friends, all this envious difquietude, which agitates toe 
world, arifes from a deceitful figure which impoles on the 
public view. Falfe colours arc hung out : the real ftate 
of men is not what it feems to be. The order or fociely 
iJ*requires a diftin<5lion of ranks to take place ; but in pornt 
of happinefs, all men come much nearer to equality than 
is commonly imagined ; and the circumftances, which 
form any material difference of happinefs anrwng them, are 
not of that nature which renders them grounds of i^yy. 
The poor man poffefles not, it is true, fome of the con- 
veniences and pleasures of the rich ; but in return, he is 
free from many embarrafTments to which they, are fuhje4a^ 
By the fimplicity and nm&rmity of his life* he is del^Ver«i 
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from that variety of cares, which perplex thofe v 
great affairs to manage, intricate plans to purfu 
enemies, perhaps, to encounter in the purfuil^ 
tranquillity of his fmall habitation, and private^ 
enjoys a peace which is often unknown at court 
gratifications of nature, which are always the ra 
faiffcory, are poffeffed by him to their fuii extent 
he be a ftranger to the reftned pleafures of the 
he is unacquainted alfo with Uie defire of them 
confequence, feels no want. His plkin meal fai 
appetite, with a rdiHi, probably higher than tlu 
rich man, who fits down to his luxurious banqu 
fleep is more found j his health more firm ; he ki 
what /plcen, languor, and liftleflhc/s arc. His ace 
employments or labours are not mfoi)? oppreffiv< 
than the labour of attendance on courts and ti 
the labours of drefs, the fatigue of amufements, 
weieb^^^idlenefs, frequ^tly are to the rich, 
me^^kgf all the beauty of the face of nature 
enjoym?mP>F domcftic fociety, all the gaiety an 
fulnefs of afP^fy tnind, are as -open to him as to 
the higheft rant; The fplendour of retinue, the : 
titles, the^fcfJ^earances of high refpe^. are indct 
ing, fo|r*^fhort time, to the great. But, becor 
iar, jJSey are foon forgotten. Cuftom effaces i 
preflacMi. They fmk into the *aiik of thofe Ordinal 
daily recur, without* railing any'fenfatic 
us ceafe, therefore, from looking up with d 
^ envy to thofe, whom birth or fortune has plac 
~ et us adjaft the balance of happinefs fairly, 
ak of the enjoyments we want, we fliould t 
troubles from which we are free. If we al 
to the comforts we poflefs, we fliall fir 
to reft fetisfied, with a vtry moderate, though n( 
tilent and fplendid, condition of fortune. Often 
know the whole, we fhould be inclined to pixy tb 
Aofe v^hom wc now enVy . ^ V ^>- V^ 
H-^&^j^ Xlli. -" i_^ 

-, f^AriJorcM ujfDZR PRbrocATtosrs ouK tNTBRSir -w riU-L At^^ 
^Mn wide circle of human fociety is divcrfifit 
t^mUefs variety of chara^«r$» difpofitions, at\d 
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Uniformity is, in no refpeft, the genius of the world* 
Every man h marked by fome peculiarity which diftin- 
guilhes him from another : and no where can two individ- 
uals be found, who are exadlly and in all refpedls, alike. 
Where fo much diverfity obuins, it cannot but happen, 
that, in the intercourfe which men are obUged to maintain, 
their tempers will often be ill adjuited to that intercourfe 5 
'will jar, and interfere with each other. Hence, in every 
ftation, the higheft as well as the loweft, and in every 
condition of life, public, private, and domeHic, occafions 
of irritation frequently arife. We are provoked, fome- 
times by the folly and levity of thofe with whom we are 
connefied 5 fometimes, by their indifference or negledl ; 
hy the incivility of a friend, the haughtinefs of a fuperior, 
or the infolent behaviour of one in lower ilation. Hardly 
a day pafles, widiout fomewhat or odier occurring, which 
ferves to ruffle the man of impatient f^nrit. Of courjfe, 
fuch a man Hves in a continual ftorm. He knows not 
what it is to ^njoy .a train of good hiimour. Servants^ 
neighbours, friends, fpoufe, and children, all, throi*gh the 
tinreftrained violence of his temper, become fources of 
difturbance and vexation to him* In vain is aflluence ; 
in vain are health and profperity. The leaft trifle is fuf- 
ficient to difcompofe his mind, and poifon his^pleafuies. 
' His very aVnufements are mixed with turbulence and 
paOion. . Ai^""'^' /\4 

1 would befcech this man to confider, of wjjat fmall 
moment the prgvocations which he receives, or at leaft 
imagines himfelf to receive, are really in themfelves ; but . 
of mvAt great moment he makes thetr^, by fufferin g ^ m j 
t6 deprive him of the poiTeffion of himfelf. I wotdj^fe- 
feech him, t6 confider, how many hours of happioBfee 
throws away, which a little more patience would allow 
hivfi to enjoy ; and how much lie puts it in tlit power of 
the moft infignificant ptrfons to render him raiferable* 
** And who can expedl," we hear him exclaim, " that he 
is^o pofTe^ the infenfibility of a Aone ? How i§ it poflible 
il^human natuijL to endure fo maf\y repeated proVuc^- 
tiSfs ? or to bear calmly with fuch jinrcafonable behav- 
iour ?'* My brotlier ! if thou canft bear with no til(l?Cnces 
of unreafonable behaviour, withdraw thyfelf froin the 
world. Tfaou art no longer fit to live in it* Ltave tiici 
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tntcrcoutfe of men. Ret 
defen ; or fhut thyfelf up 
niidft of fociety, offences 
cxpeft, when we beheld a 
/ky, that no clouds were 
blow, as that our life was 1( 
jng pravocatioiis from hui 
the imprudent, the giddy 
and 'the interefted, every 
briers and tliorns, with w] 
befet. He only, who ca 
*with patience and equanin 
what he muft cxpe^ to' ha 
a man. 

If we preferved ourfclvi 
we ihould perceive the i 
provocations which we ra; 
luns more have rolled ovei 
Jtfelf, have fubfided ; the 
^nd. diilurbance Will be ui 
then anticipate this hour 
begin to enjoy the peace > 
others have behaved impro 
own folly, without becoro 
and pnniihing ourfelves c 
this exercife of it, cannot 
wifh their life to flow in a 
ion of a man, in oppoiitii 
is the e/jjoyment of peace, i 
fufion. 

^ K SEC 

The a^Ive mind of man 
with its prefcnt condition, 
ally formed for a wider 
fphere of enjoyments, it 
fortune, ftraitened and c 
in its (late, it is ever fendi 
piriiig wifh, after >ibmetl 
prefent. Hence, that rel 
aily among mankind. .1 
C 
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>which they have tried ; that paffion for novelty j that 
ambition of riiing to fome degree of eminence or felicity, 
of which tiicy have formed to themfelves an indiftind idea» 
AH which may be confidered as indications of a certain 
native original greatnefs ta the hmnan fbuU fwelling be- 
yond the limits of its ]>reibnt condition ; and pointing to 
the higher objedls for which it was made. Happy> if theftr 
latent remains of our primitive ftate, ferved to direct o«r 
wiihes towards their proper deftination» and to lead us 
into the path of true bfifs ! 

But in this dark and bewildered ftat«, the afpiring ten- 
dency of our nature unfortunately takes an oppofite di- 
• redlion, and feeds a very mifplaced ambition. The flat* 
tering appearances which here prefent themfelves to fenfc ; 
the didindions which fortune confers ; the advantages atid 
pleafures which we imagine the world to be capable of be- 
ftowing, fill up the ultimate wi(h of mbft men. Thcfc 
are the objedts which engrofs their folitary mufings, and 
Simulate tlieir adlive labours ; which warm the breafts of. 
the young, animate the induftry of the middle aged, and 
often keep alive the paifions of the old, until the very 
clofe of life. 

AiTuredly, there is nothing unlawful in our wiihingto 
be freed from whatever is difagreeable, and to obtain a 
fuller enjoyment of the comforts of life. But when thefe 
wiflies are not tempered by reafon, they are in dangcar of 
precipitating us into much extravagance and folly. l>e- 
fires and wiflies are the fir ft fpiiuffs of adlion. When they 
become exorbitant, the whole dnaradter is likely to be 
tainted. ' ^f we fuffer our fancy to create to itfeft" worlds 
of ideal happinefs, we fhall difcompofe the peace and or- 
der of our minds, and foment many hurtful pamons. Here, 
then, let moderation begin its reign ; by bringing within 
reafonable hounds the wiflies that we forn^. As. foon as 
they become extravagant, let us check them, by proper 
reflexions on the fallacious nature of thpfe objeds, which 
the #orld hangs out to allure defirc. 

You have ftrayed, mj friends, from die road whii^h 
condudts to felicity ^ youhavcidiflionourcd the native dig- 
nity of your fouls, in aUpwing ydur wiflies to terminate. 
on nothing higher than worldly ideas of greatnef$ ^r haj^ 
pinefs. Your imagination roves ia a land of idtadd^vs. 
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Unreal forms deceive you. It is no mote than a phantom, 
an illufion.of happinefs, which attra<fts your fond admira- 
tion ;^ nay, an iilution of happinefs, which often conceals 
much real mifery. 

Do you imagine, that all are happy who have attained 
%o tkofe fummits of diftinftion, towards which your i^afhes 
afpire ? Alas \ how frequently has experience (hown, that 
wnere rofcs were foppofed to bloom, nothing but briers 
and thorns grew 1 Keputation, beauty, riches, grandeur, 
nay, royalty idelfi ivpuld, many a time, have been gladly 
exchanged by the poiTeflbrs, for that more quiet and hum- 
ble' ftation, with .which you are now diffatisfied. With all 
that is fplendid and fhining in the world, it is decreed 
that there fhould mix many deep fhades of wo. On the 
elevated fituations of fortune, the great calamities of life 
chiefly fall. Tliere, the ftorm fpends its violence, and 
Uiere the thunder breaks ; while, fafe and unhurt, the 
inhabitants of the vale remains below. Retreat, then, 
fiom thofe vain and pernicious excurfions of extravagant 
defire. Satisfy yonxfelves with what b rational and at- 
tainable. Train your minds to moderate views of human 
life, and himian happinefs. Remember, and admire, the 
wifdom of Agur's petition : "Remove far from me vanity 
and lies, Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me 
■with food convenient for me : left I be full, and deAy 
thee ; and fay, who is the Lord ? or left 1 be poor, and 
fteal ; and take the name of my God in vain." /^^j^lair^ 

SECnONXV. Oau^ 

OionsasircM jan> oMirifRBssifCE op rHfOEirr, rassoumcB op coksoi^ 
TioN »o good Jf jor. 

I WAS yefterday, about funfet, walking in the open 
fields, till the n ightinfenfibly fell upon me. I at firft amufed 
myfelf with all the richnefs and variety of colours, which 
appeared in t;he weftem parts pf heaven. In proportion as 
they faded away and went out, feveral ftars and planets 
appeared one after another, till the whole firmament was 
in a glow* The bluenefs of the ether *was exceedingly 
heigh^ned and enlivened, by the feafon of the year, and 
the rays ojf all thofe luminaries that pafled through it. 
The g^la^cy appeared in its moft beautiful white^ To 
complete the fcene, the full moon roae, at lengtln in that; 
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/ 
clouded majefty* which Milton taJkes notice of; afidopctf. 
cd to the eye »ritw pidure of nature, which was more 
" finely fbade<i, and difpofed among fofter lights than that 
which the fun had before difcovered to us. /U>)W^ 

As I was furveying the moon walking in her brightnefs, 
and taking her progrefs among the conftellations, a thought 
s^ofe in me, which I believe very often perplexes and dif- 
turbs men offcriousand contemplative natures. David* 
himfclf fell into it in that refle<5tion ; " When I coilfidcr 
the heavens, the work of thy fingers ; !he moon and the 
rtars which thou haft ordained ; what is man tliat thou^ 
art mindful of him, and the fon of man that tjiou regard- 
eft him !" In the lame manner, when I confidered that 
infinite hoft of ftars, or, to fpeak more philofophically, of 
funs, which were then ftiining upon me ; with thofe innu- 
merable fets of planets or worlds, which- were moving 
round their refpedive funs ; when T ftill enlarged the idea^ 
and fuppofed another heaven' of funs and "v^orlds, rifing 
ftill above this which we difcovered ; and thefe ftill en- 
lightened by a Aiperior firmament of luminari^, whick- 
are planted at (q great a diftancc, that they may appear 
to the inhabitants of the former, as the ftars do to us ; iai 
ikort, labile 1 purfued this bought, I could not but ^e- 
Se<5t on that little infignificant figure, which I myfelf boi?er 
aAidft the immenfity of God's works. 

Were the fun, which enlightens this part of the creation^ 
with all the hpft of planetary wbrlds that tnove about hira,. 
utterly extlnguifhed and annihilated, they would not ^be 
niiflcd, more than a grain of fand upon the fea fhore. 
The fpace they poflefs, is fo exceedingly little in compari- 
fon of the whole, it would fcarcely make a blank in the 
creation. The chafm would be imperceptible 16 an eye, 
that could take in the whole compafe of nature, and pafa* 
from one end of the creation to the other ; as it is poifible 
there may be fuch a fenfe in ourfelves hereafter, or in 
creatures which are at prefent more exalted than ourfelves. 
By the help of glaffes, we fee many ftars, which we do 
not difcovcr with our naked eyes; and the finer ourtele- 
fcopes are, the more ftill are our difcoveries, Huygeniu$ 
carries this thought fo far, that he does not think it im- 
poflible there may be ftars, whofe light has not yet trarv- 
elled down to us, fiiite their firft creauod. There is xk>' 
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queftion that the univerfe has certain bounds fet to it ; but 
■when we confider that it i's tlie work of Infinite Power, 
prompted by Infinite Goodnefs, with an infinite fpace to 
exert itfelf in, how can 6ur imagination fet any bounds to 
it? 

To return, therefore, to my firft thought, I could not 
hut look upon myfelf with fecret horror, as a being that 
was not worth tht fmalleft regard of one who had fo great 
a work under his care and fu per in tendency. I was afraid 
of being overlooked amidll the iramcnfity of nature ; 
and loft among that infinite variety of creatures, which. 
In all probability, fwarm through all thefe immeafureable 
regions of matter. . 

In order tofrecovei* myfelf from this mortifying thought, 
I confidered that it took its rife from thofe narrow/concep- 
tions| which we are apt to/fentertaiA of the Divine Nature. 
We ourfelves cannot attend to many different objeiSks at 
the fame time. If we are careful to(infpe(5l?lome thingsr 
we muft of courfe/ncgle6t/others. Thisrimperfedioni which 
we ob/erve in ourfelves, is an imperfeftion that cleaves, in 
forae degree, to creatures of the higheft /fcapacttiesj as they 
are creatures, that is» beings of finite arid limited natures* 
The prefcnce of every created being is canfined to a cer- 
tain meafure offfpace); and co^^fequently his obfervation 
•js^ftintedjto a certain number of obje<as. The fphere in 
wnich we move, and aA, and underftand, is of a wider 
( circumference ♦ to one creature, than another, according 
as*we rife one above another in the fcale of exigence. But 
the wideft of thefe our fpheres has iis circumference* 
When, therefore, we refle(51 on the Divine Nature, we are 
fo ufed and accuftomed to this imperftd^ion in ourfelves, 
that we -cannot for'^-^ar, in fome meafure,/afcrib'ng| it to 
HIM, in whom there is no fliadow of imperfe<5lion. Our 
reafon indeed aflures us, that his (Attributes/ arc infinite ; 
but the pootnefs of our/concep.tions'is fuch, that it cannot 
forbear letting bounds to every thing it^contemplatesl till 
our reafon comes again to ourffuccour,iand ilvrows down 
all thofe littletprejudicesj which rile in us (unawares,* and 
are natural to the mind of man. 

We fhall therefore utterly esTtinguifh this melancholy 
thoU|^t of our being overlooked hy «^r Maker Jn the mul- 
tiplicity of his works, and the' infinity. of thofe objeas- . 
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among which he feems to be mceffdntly tmphjtdy if wef 
confider, in the fir ft place, that he is omiriprcfent ; and In 
the feconcf, that he is omnifcient. 

If we confider him in his omntprefence, his beings paflTes 
through, aftuates, and fupports, the whole frame of na- 
ture. His creation, and every part of it, is fofl- of him. 
There Is nothing he has made, that is either fo diftalttt, fa 
little, or fo inconfiderable, which fie does not eiTetltially 
inhabit. His fubftance is wiihin the fubftance of every 
being, whether material or immaterial, and as intimately 
prefent to it, as that being is to itfelf. It would be an 
imperfeflion in him, were he able to- move out of one 
place- into another ; or to withdraw himfelf from any 
thing he has created, or from any part of that fpacc 
which he diffufed and foread abroad to infinity. In (borr, 
to fpe^k of him in the language of the old philofophcrs, 
be is a being whofe centre is every where, and his circum- 
ference no where. 

In the fecond place, he 4s omnifcient as well as omni- 
prcfent. His omnifcience, indeed, neceffarily and n^ur- 
ally flows from his omniprefence. He cannot but be con- 
fcious of every motion that arifes in tlie whofe material 
world, which he lliu^ efTentially pervades ; and of every 
thought that is ftirring inthe intellcdual world, to every 
part of which he is thus intimately united. Were the 
foul feparate from the body, and with one glance of 
tliought flionld ftart beyond the bounds of the creation ; 
Ihould it, for millions of years, continue its progrefs through 
infinite fpace, with the fame activity, it wouid ftUl find it- 
felf within die embrace of its Creator, and encompaffedby 
the immenfity of the Godhead. 

. In this confideration of the Almi^.*'ity's omniprefence 
;^nd omcircience, every uncomfonable thoug^agUAier. 
He canned but regard every thing that Ha^ bcing^3p^^Uy 
fuch of his creatures who fear they are not regarded by 
him. He i? privy to all their thouglits, and to that anxi- 
ety of heart in particular, which ts apt to trouble them on 
this occafion ; for, as it is impoflible he fhould overlook 
any of his creatures, fo we nray^be confident that hi? .re- - 
gards, with an eye of raerdy, thofe who endeavour tp 
rcconimer^^'^ennrelves to his notice ; and, in imfeignM* 
humility ^of j^a^, think themfelves uiiwortlry that J*i 
fU^MnUi be mindful of tliem. ^ /"/ jsddisqx*^ 
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.; ^ , GHAP. IV. 

' */^ ' 'argumentative pieces. 

iff / " ^ SECTION L (^ 

W^ ^ jUPP^arRss k fgundbd in nEcrittiDR of eCKDUcr. 

^i^t^fOLtn pnrfuc good, and would be happy, if they 
T how : not happy for* minutes, and miferabk for 
hv- s ; but happy, if paffiblc, through every part of their 
exittence. Either, therefore, there is a good of this fteady, 
durable kind, or there is not. If not, then all good mnft 
be tranfient and uncertain ; and if fo, an obje<5t of the 
loweft value, which can little deferve our attention or in* 
quiry. But if there he a better good, fuch a good as we 
are> feqj^ing ; 15 ke every other thing, it muft be derived from 
foanetAufe ; and tliat caufe muft either be CTtcmal, inter- 
nal, or mixed ; in as much as, exceo^MTe three, there is 
no other poffible. Now a fteadvd^^Pegood, cannot be 
derived from an external caufe^l^ceall derived from ex- 
ternals muft iludluate as they flufluate. By the fame rule, 
it cannot be derived from a mixture of the two ; becaufe 
the part which is external, will proportionably deftroy its 
cflence. . What then remains but the caufe internal ? the 
very caufe which we have fuppofed, when we place the 
foveretgn good in mind, — in lefkitude of conduct 

SECTION II. '^''^ 

VIR7VB iUlfs HIGHEST IlfTEfLSSr, ' ^^**^?>.V . 

I FIND myfelf exifting upon a little fpot, furrounded 
every way by an immcnfc unknown expansion. Where 
am I ? What fbrt ofplace do I inhabit ? Is it exa<^ly ac- 
commodated in every inflance to my convenience ? Is there 
no excefs of cold, none of heat, to offend me ? Am I never 
annoyed by ^nimals, ei^er of niy own* or a different kind ? 
Is every tiiinitfubfcrvient to mf, as though I had ordered 
othing like it ; the farlheft from it 
appears not, then, originally made 
enience of me alone ? It does not. 
fo to accbmmodate it, by my own 
If to accommodate man suid beaft-, 
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heaven and earth, if this be beyond me, it is not po^^ble. 
What confcqaencc then follows ; or can there be any other 
than this : If I feek an intereift of my own detached from 
that of others, I feeic an intered which is chimerical^ and 
which can never have exiftence. t 

How then muft I determine ? Have I no intereft at all ? 
If I have not, I am ftationed here to no pdrpofe. But 
why no intereft ? Can I be contented with none but one 
feparate and detached ? Is a fociai intereft, joined with 
others, fnch an abfurdity as not to be admitted ? The bee^ 
the beaVer, and the tribes of herding animals, are fu£ficient 
to convince me, that the thing is fome where at lea ft poffi- 
ble. • How, then,. am I aifured that it is not equally true 
of man ? Admit it ; and what follows? If fo, then honour 
and juftice are my intereft ; then the whole train of moral 
virtuos are my intereft ; without fome portion of ^'hijh, 
not even thieves can maintain fociety. ^^ "^ft* '#' 

But, farther M^^ ftop not here $ I purfue this foclal 
intereft as far as I^k|gce my feveral relations. I pais 
from my own ftockTmVjjpi neighbourhocfU, my own na- 
tion> to the whole race otmarikind, as difperfed throughout 
the earth. Am I not related to them all, by the mutual 
aids of commerce, by tHe general intercourfe of arts and 
letters, by that common nature of which we all pardcipatel 

Again : I muft have food and clothing. Without a 
proper genial warmth, I inftantly perifti. Am I not re- ' 
lated, in this view, to the very earth itfelf ? to the diftant 
fan, from whofe beams I derive vigour ? to that ftupendous 
courfe and order of the infinite hoff of heaven, by vdiich 
the times and feafons ever uniformly pafston ? Were this 
order oikc confounded, I could not probably furvive a mo- 
ment ; fo abfolutely .do 1 depend on this common general 
welfare. What, then, have I do, byt to enlarge virtue 
into piety ? Not only honour and juftice, and what I owe 
to 'man, is my intereft ; but gratitude alio, acquiefcencc, 
refignation, adoration, and all I owe to tliis ^reat polity, 
and its great Govenier our common Pai ent^^ nutitRis, 
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THE psjusrica op ait vnchjritable spirit. \ 



V» 



A SUSPICIOUS, uncharitable fpirit is not only inconfiftent 
with all fociai virtue and happinefs, but it is alfo> in itiieHf 
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unreafonable and unjuft. In order to form found opinions 
concerning charadlers and actions, two things are efpecially 
rcquifiJB^Information and impartiality. But fuch as are 
moft 'Jfwmird to decide unfavourably, are commonly defti- 
tute of both. Inftead of poffefling, or even requiring, full 
information, the grounds on which tliey proceed are fre- 
quently the moft flight and frivolous. A tale, perhaps, 
which the idle have invented, the inquifitive have lillcned 
to, and tlie credulons have propagated ; or a real incident 
which rumour, in carrying it along, has exaggerated and 
dilguifed, fupplies them with materials of confident aflfer- 
tion, and decifive judgment. From an adion they pVefent- 
ly look into the heart, and infer the motive. This fup- 
pofed motive they conclude to be the ruling principle ; and 
pronounce at once concerning the whole chara^et. 

Nothing can be more contrary both to equity and to 
fbund reafon, than fuch precipitate judgments. Any man 
^ho attends to what pafles within himfelf, may eafdy difcern 
what a complicated fyftem the human, eharafter k ; and 
what a variety of circum (lances mBft be takei^ into the ao^ 
cJbunt, m order to eftimate it truf^ No finglft inftance o3 
condud whatever, is fuflScient to determine it. As fr^^m 
am worthy a<^ion, it were credulity, not-^cHarity, to con- 
<;ludc a peifon to be free from all vice ; fo fVom one whicb 
is cenfUrabk, it is perfe^y unjuft to infer that the author 
of It is without confclence, and without merit. If we 
knew all the attending circumftances, it might appear m 
an extufable light ; nay, perjiaps, under^a commendable 
form. The motives of the axftor may have been entirely 
different from thofe which we afcribe to him ; and where 
We fuppofe him impelled by bad dciign, he may have been 
prompted by confcience and miftaken principle. Admit- 
ting' the a(flion to have been in every view criminal, lie may 
have been hurried into it through inadvertency and fur- 
prife. He may have fmcerely repented ; and the virtuous 
principle may have now regained its full vigour. Perhaps 
thii was the comer of frailty ; the quarter on which he lay 
open to tl>e incudions of temptation ; while the other 
aveni^es of his heart were firmly guarded by confcience. 

It is therefore evident, tliat no part of the government 
ctf t^per de&rves att;€ntion more, than to keep' our minds 
pure torn- unoharitable prejudices, an d| open to' candour 
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and humanity in jndgt^^ 6]\others. The word confequen- 
CCS, both to ourfelvcs and to ibcicty, follow fronitheoppo- 

i/f ' •^SECTTON IV. ^ ^W90 

MtStORimrM» OF MBIT MOtThT CHARGEABLE OS rHEMSELVES, 

We. find man placed in a world, where he has by ne 
means the difpofal of the events that happen. Calamities 
fometimes be/all the worthieft and the beft, which it is not 
in their power to prevent, and where nothing. is left thenir 
but to acknowledge, and to fiibmit to the high hand of 
Heaven. For fuch vifitations of trial, many good and 
wife reafons can be affigried, which the prefent fubjeft 
leads me not to difcufs. But though thofe unavoidable 
calamities make a part, yet they make not the chief part, 
of the vexations and forrows that diftrefs human life. A 
multitude of evils befet us, for the fource of which we rouft 
look to another quarter. No fooner has any thing in the 
health, or in the circumftances of men, gone crofs to their 
wtih, than they begin to talk of the unequal dilkibution of 
the good things of this life ; they envy the condition of 
others i they repine atfi^eir own lot, and fret againft the 
Ruler of the world. ' / 

Full of thefe fentiments, one man pines under a broken 
conftitution. But let us aik him, whether he can, fairly 
and honeftly, affim no cauie for tjnis but the unknown de* 
cree of heaven ? Has he4uly valued the blefling of health, 
fpd always obferved the rules of virtue and fobriety ? Ha« 
lie been moderate in his life, and temperate in all his pleaf* 
ures ? If now he is only paying the price of his former, 
perhaps his forgotten indulgences, has he any title to com- 
plain, as if be w6re fuffering unjudly ? Were we to furvey 
the chambet s o£ ficknefs and diftrefs, we (hould often find 
them peopled viiiti the vi<5lims of intemperance and fen« 
fuality, and with the children of vicious indolence and floth* 
Among the thow^nds who languilh there, we fhould firid^ 
the proportion of innocent fu&rers to be fmall. We 
(hould fee fe^ed youth, premature old age, and the prof- 
ped of an untimely grave, to be the portion of xnuUitudes, 
who in one way or other, have brought thofe . evils m. 
themfelves j while yet thefe martyrs of vice and folly kf ve 
the aiTureance to arraign the hard fate of man, ^ni ^ / 
« fret agwnft: the Lord," 
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But you, perhaps, complain of^ hardfiifps of another 
kind ; of ihemjuftice of the world ; of the poverty which 
you fiiffer, and the difcouragements under wMch you la- 
bour ; of the croffes and djifappointments of which your 
life has been doomed tojbp /full. , Before you give too 
much fcope to your difcd^nt, 1^ me defire you to re- 
fled impartially upon ydft paft train of life. Have not 
floth, or pride, or ill tender, or finful pa^ns, milled you 
often from the path or found and wife condu^ ? Have 
you not been wanting to yourfelves in improving thoie op- 
portunkies which Providence offered you, for bettering 
and advancing your ftate ? If you have chofen to indulge 
your humour, or your taile, in the gratifications of indo- 
lence or pleafure, can you complain becaufe others, in pref- 
erence to yon, have obtained thofe advantages which 
naturally belong to ufeful labours, and honourable pur- 
fuits ? Have not the confequences of fome falfe fteps, into 
which your paffioris, or your pleafures, have betrayed you, 
puifued you through much of your life ; tainted^ perhaps^ 
your charadlers, involved you in embaraifments, or funk 
you into negle^ ? It is an old faying, that every man is 
the artificer of his own fortune in the world. It is 
certain, that the world feldom turns wholly againft 
a man, unlefs through his own fault. . ** Religion is,'^ 
in general, ** profitable unto all things'* Virtue, 
diligence, and indudry, joined with good temper and 
prudence, have ever been found the fureft road to prof- 
perity ; and where men fail of attaining it, their want of 

' fuccefs is far oftener owing to their having deviated from 
that road, than to their, having encountered infuperable 
bars in it. Some, by being too artful, forfeit the reputa^ 
tioQ of a|||tt|L^ Some^ by being too open, are accounted 
to fail m^rlRime. Others, by being fickW and change- 
able, are diilrufled by aU. The cafe commonly is, that 
men feek to afcHbe their difappointjpents, to any caufe, 

' rather than to their own mifconduA j; and whea they can 
dcyife no otner caufe, they lay them t© the charge of Prov- 
idence. Their folly leads them inta vices ; their vices into 
misfortunes ; and in their misfortunes they " murmur a- 
gainft Prdvidonce.'^ They are doubly unjuft toieards 
their Creator. In their profperity, they are apt to afcrtbe 
thph* iiiocds to their own dilijgence, tather than to bis bleff- 
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ing ; and in their adverfity, they impute their diftn^s to 
his providencej not to their own mifllehaviour. Whereas^ 
the troth is the very reverfe of this. *♦ Every good and 
cv«ry perfedb gift cometh from above ;" and ot evil and 
aaifery, nian is the author to himfelf. 

When, from the condition of individuals, we look abroad 
to the public ftate ci the world, we meet with more proofs 
of the truth of this aflertion. We fee great focieties of 
men torn in. pieces, by inteftinc diflcnfions, tumults, and 
civil commotions. We fee mighty armies going forth, in 
formidable array, againft each other, to cover the earth 
with blood, and to fill ixt air with the cries of widows and 
orphans. Sad evils thefe are, to which this miferablc 
world is cxpofed. But are thefe evils, I befeech you,^ to 
be imputed to God I Was it he who fent forth flaughter* 
ing armies into the field, or who filled xj^ peacefm city 
with maffacres and blood ? Are thde miferies any other 
than the bitter fruit of men's violent and diforderly paf- 
iions ? Are they not clearly to be traced to the ambition 
and vices of princes, to the quarrels of the great, and to 
the turbulence of the people ? Let us lay them entirely 
out of the account, in thinking of Providence ; and let us 
think only of tjie " fooliflinefs of man." Did man con- 
trol his paffions, and form his condu^ according to the 
dilates of wifdom, humanity, and virtue, the earth would 
no longer be defolaeect by cruelty ; and human focieiles 
would live in order, harmony and peace. In thofe feenes 
of mifchief and violence which fill the world, let man be- 
hold, with (hanie, the piAure of his vices, his ignorance^ 
and folly. Let him be humbled by the mortifying view 
of his own pervqrfencfs j but let not his *♦ heart fret againft 
the Lord/' ^^^^^^ suiRn 

SECTION V. - ^ 

I AM informed that certsdn Greek writers ^hilofophcWj 
4t feems, in the opinion of iheir countryttien)*ave ad vane* 
led fcantf very extraordinary pofitions relating to iiiemJ- 
fliip ; as, indeed, what fubjeift-is there, which thefe. ft^ 
geniii&s have not tortured with their fophiftry ? . ',^^ 

The authors to whom I refe^, diffuade theif "^"* 
&^£mering into alnyjjxxnig attadbments, asiiQ 
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creating fupemumerary difquietudes to thofe who engage 
in them ; and, as every man has more than fufficient to 
call forth his folicitude, in the courfe of his own affairs, it 
is a weaknefs, they contend, anxiouily to involve himfelf in 
the concerns of others. They recommend it alfo, in all 
connexions of this kind, to hold the hands of union ex- 
tremely loofe ifoas always to have it in one's power to ftraiten 
or relax them, as circumftances and (ituations (hall render 
mod expedient. They add, as a capital article of their 
dodlriney tliat, "to live exempt from cares, is an eflentialr 
ingredient to conftitute human happinefs : but an ingredi- 
ent, however, which he, who voluntarily diftrefles himfelf 
with cares, in which he has no neceffary and perfonal in- 
tereft, imift never hope to pofTefs.'* 

1 have been told likewife, that there is another fet of pie- 
tended philofophers, of the fame country, whofe tenets, 
concerning this fubjeX, are of a dill more illiberal and 
ungenerous caft. 

The propofition they attempt to eftablilh, is, tlut 
" friendihip is an affair of felf intercft entirely ; and tliac 
the proper motive for engaging in it, is, not in order to 
gratify the kind and benevolent affcdlions, but for the bene- 
fit of that affidance and fupport which is to be deriv^id from 
the connexion." Accordingly they aden, tliat thofe pcr^ 
fons are mod dilpofed to have recourfe to auxiliary alliances 
of this kind, who are lead qualified by nature, or fortune, to 
depend upon their own ftrength and powers : the weaker 
fex, for inftance, being generally more inclined to^ngage in 
friendfhips, than the male part of our fpecies ; and diofe 
-who are deprefled by indigence, or labouring under mis- 
foitunes, than the wealthy and the profperous. 

ExceU&nt and obliging fag es, thefe, undoubtedly! To 
ftrike out the friendly affe(flions from the moral world, 
would be like extinguilhing the fun in the natural : each of 
them bemg the fource of the bed and mod grateful fatisfac- 
tionsji that Heaven has conferred on the fons of men. But 
I fhould be glad to know, what the real value of this boa ft - 
ed exemption from care, which they promifc tlieir difciples, 
judly amounts to ? an exemption flatterinej to f ^^f love, I 
cpjl fefs; but which, upon manytd^currences in huirrn ii'e, 
fliouW be rejeded with the utmoft difdaia. r^>r notliing, 
forc^i can b^more inconfxdent with a well poifed and 
. H 
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ittanly fpirit, than to decline engaging in any laudable 
aftion, or to be dlfcoaraged from perfevering in it, by aa 
apprthenfion of the trouble and folidtude, with which 4t 
may probably be attended. A^irtue herfelf, indeed, ought 
to be totally renounced, if it he right to avoid every 
pnfliblc means that may be produ<5live of uneafinefs ; for 
who, that is a<^uated by her principles, can obfcrve the con- 
du^ of an oppofite chara«SVer, without being affedted with 
fome degree of fecret diffatisfadlien ? Are not the juft, the 
brave, and the good, neceffarily expofed to the dtfagreeable 
emotions of diflike and a vei (ion, when they refpedlively 
meet with inftances of fraud, of cowardice, or of villany ? 
It is an effenttal property of eveiy wellconftituted mind, to 
be affeAed with pain, or pleafure, according to the nature 
of thofe moral appearances thatprefent thcmfelvestoobfer- 
V at ion. 

If fenfibility, therefore, be not incompatible with. true 
wjfdom, (and it furely is not, unlefs we fuppofc that philofo- 
phy deadens every. finer feeling of our nature,) what' juft 
rcafon can.be affigned, why the fympathetic fufferings 
which may refiilt- from friendftiip, (hould be a fuffieieht in- 
ducement for baniiliing that generous affedion-from the 
human breaft ? Erttnguiih all emotion's of the "heart, and 
what diiTerence will remain, I do not foy between man and 
brute, by t between man and a mere inanimate clod '? 
Away tlien with thofe auftere philofophers, who reprefcnt 
virtue as hardening the foul againft allrthe foftef impreA 
fions of humanity ! The fa^, certainly, b much othcrwiie, 
A truly good man is, upon many .occafions, extremely 
fufceptible of tender fentiments ; and his heart expandios 
with joy, or fli rinks with forrow, as good or ill fortuntc 
accompanies his friend. Upon the whole, then, it may 
*fairly be concluded, that, as in the cafe of virtue, fo in that: 
offriendflilp, thofe painful feniations, which may fome- 
times be produced by the one, as well as by the other, are 
equally infufficient grounds for excluding either of them* 
from taking pofTeffion of our bofoms. 

They who infift that «* utility is the firft and prevaijing 
motive, which induces mankind to enter into partii^tilar 
friendihips/' appear to me to dive(l the affociation aJF^ 
moft ami^ible and engaging principle. For, to a i 
rti^htly difpofed, it is not fo much the benefits receiTiS 
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the affc^ionate zeal from which they flow, that gives 
them their heft and moft valuable recommendation. It is 
fp far indeed fiom being verified by fa<fl^ that a fenfe cf 
our wants is the original caull; of forming thefe amicable 
alliances ; that on the contrary, it is obfervable, that none 
Bave been more diftinguilhed in their ff iendOn'ps ihan 
thofe, whofe power and opulence, but, above all, whofe 
fuperior virtue (a much firmer fupport) have raifed them 
above every neceffity of having recourfe to the afllftance 
of others. 

The true dfftin(5lion then, in this q\ieftion Isj that " al- 
though friendlhip is certainly produ(5tive ot utility, yet 
utility is not the primiafy motive of friend fhi p." Thofe 
felfifh fenfualifts, therefore^ who, lulled in the lap of 
Inxury, prefume to maintain the ieverfe> have furely no 
claim to attention ; as they arc neither qualified by re^ 
flection, nop experience^ to be competent judges of the 
fubkiSt, 

Is there a man upon the face of the earth, who would 
deliberately accept of all the wealth, and all the aflluerice 
this world can beftow, if offered to him upon the fevere 
terms of his being un<?bnneded with a fingle mortal whom 
h^ could love, or by whom he fhould be beloved ? This 
would be to lead the wretched lif« of a detefted tyrant, 
who, amidil perpetual fufpicions^ and > alarms, pafFes his 
iniferable days a ftranger to every tender fentioient; and 
titterly precluded from the heartfelt fotisfa<5bk)ns of friehd- 
fliip* - Mtlmoth's tran/Idthn of Cicero^ s Lcelhu. 

SECTION VX 

GN THR IMMOHrAUJ r OF '/HE SOUL. 

-^ r WAS yefterday walking alone, in one of my friend^s 
woods ; and loft myfelf in it very agreeably, as I was run- 
rwng over, in my mind, the feveral arguments that eftab- 
lifli this great point ; which is the bafis of morality, ariff' 
the fourceofall the pleafmg hopes and feciet joys, that 
can ariie in the heart of a r^afonable creature* I confider- 
ed thofe feveral proofs drawn, 

Firft, from the nature of the foul itfelf, and particularly 
its immateriality ; which, though not abfol lately nece/Fary 
tjo the eternity of its duration, has, I think, been evinced 
tp almofta dempn/lration. 
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econdly, from its paffions and fcntiments ; as, parti- 
irly, from its love of exifterce ; its horror of annibila> 
; and its hopes of immortality ; with that fecrct fatts- 
ion which it fiiKis in the pradice of uittue ; and that 
ifinefs which follows upon the commiffion of vice. 
'hirdly, from the nature of the Supreme. Being,, whofe 
ce, goodnefs, wifdom, and veracity, ^e all concerueci 
his point, 

ut among thefe, and other excellent arguments for 
immortality of the foul, there is one drawn from the 
)etual progrefs of theibul to its perfcAion, without a 
ibiiity of ever arriving at it ; which is a hint that I do 
rememher to have fe^n opened and improved by others^ 
' hav^ written on this fubjed, though it feems to me 
:arry a very great weight with it» How can it enter 
the thoughts of man, that thetfouU which is capable 
ich immenfe perfedions, and of receiving new improve- 
rs to all cttrnity, Ihall fall away into nothing, almoft 
bon as it is created ? Are fuch abilities made for no 
pofe ? A brute arrives at a point of perfedion, that he 
never pafs j in a few years he has- all the endowments: 
s capable of ; and were he to live ten tboufand mo»c. 
Id bs the fi^m^ thing he is at prefent. Were a human 

thus at a (land in her aecomplifhments ; were her 
kies to be full blown, and incapable of farther enlarge* 
ts ; I could imagine lb© might fall ^way infenfiyf^ 
drop at^ence into a ftate of annihilatuAi. But am we 
ve a thinking being, that is in a perpetual pregrefs o£ 
ovements, and travelling on from perfection to per- 
Dn, after having j oil looked slbtead into the wojrks of 
I^reator, and made a few difcovrries of his ^fiiitte 
Inefs, wifdom, and power, muft periQi at her firft fet-* 
out, and in "the very beginning of her inquiries ?J^ 

man, conftdered only in his prefent ftate, feems^fieat " 
tlie world merely to propagate his kind. He provkte^ 
elf witli a fucceflbr ; and immediately quits his poffe 
lake room for him. He does not fcem born to enjojr 
but to deliver it down to others. This is not iv^^ 
ng to confider in animals, which are formed for oiiV> : 
and can finifh their bufmefs in a fbort life. The filk— - 
n, aftpr having fpun her tafk, lays her eggs and diits»,i/*, 
a man cannot take in his full meafure of knowicdia"* ' 
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has not time to fubduc his pafliOns, eftaWifli his foul in^ 
virtue, and come up to the perfedion of his nature, before 
he is hurried off the ftage.- Would an infinitely wife Being: ' 
make fuch glorious creatur-es for fo mean a purpofe ? Can 
he delight in the. production cf fueh abortive intelligences, 
fuch (hort lived reafonable brings? Would he give us 
talents that are not to be exerted ? capacities that are 
never to be > gratified ? How can we find that wifdom 
which ^ioes through all his works, in the formation of 
man, witliout looking on this world, as only a nurfery for- 
the ne^; and without believing that the feveral ^genera- 
tions 0^ rational creatures, which rife up and difappear in 
fuch quick fucceffions, are only to receive their firft rudi- 
ments of #iiiftipace here, and afterwards to be tranfplanted 
irit^16c^»?5irendly climate, where they may fpread and 
floimfli to all eternity ? > 

There is not, in my opinion, a more pleafmg and trium- 
phant confideration in religion, than this of the perpetual 
progrefs, which the ford mrakes towards the perfc(flion of 
its nature^ without ever arriving at a period in it. To lock 
upon the foulas' going on from- strength to ftrcingth ; to 
confidei that (he is to fhine for ever with new acceuions of 
gjory, and brighten to^ all eternity ; that (he will- be ftill 
adding virtu© to virtue, and knowledge to knowledge ; 
carries in it fomelhihg wonderfully agreeable to that am- 
bition, which is natural to the mind of man, . Nay, it mufl 
be a profpe<51: pi 6afing to Ood him felf,: to fee his crea- 
tion for ever beautifying in his eyes 5 and drawing heaier 
to him, by greater^egrces of rcfcmblance.; 

Methinks this fmglc • con fi deration, of the progrefs cf 

3> finite fpirit to pcrfedlion,: will be fuflBcient to extin- 

gpifh all envy in inferior natures, and all contempt iif\ . 

fuperion That cherub, which now appears as a god to 

a* human fbuJ, knows* very well, that the period will 

come, abom in eternity, when the human 'foul fhall be 

as perfed as he himfelf now is: nay, when (he ftiall 

look down upon that degree of perfc<Jlion as much as 

fhe now f*lls ihort of it. It is true^ the b%her nature 

nd by that means preferves Ms diftpnce 

thefcale of being ; but he knows that, 

the ftation is of which he ftand* pof- 

the inferior x-^aturc will at length mount 
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:o It : and /hine forth in the fame degree of glory. 
/ith what aftoniftiment and veneration, may we look 
our own fouls, where there ate fuch hidden (lores 
irtue and knowledge, fuch inexhaufted fources pf 
e(ftion I We know not yet what we fhall be ; nA: 
it ever enter into the heart of mart, to conceive the 
y that will he always in referye for him* The fotiU 
idercd with its Creator, is like one of thofef Inathe- 
ical lines, that may draw nearer to another 'for all 
nity, without a poffibility of touching it -^^^ cati 
•e be^ a thought fo tranfporting, as to confljJ|' out* 
es in thefe perpetual approaches to him, who is the 
dard not only of perfe<n:ion, but of happinefs ! 

mjf^;^''^ 
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DESCRipXiVE PIECES, 
SECTION L 

THB SJUS0S9. 



».MONG the great bleffings and wonders of the 

ation, may be clalled the regularities of times and fca- 
s. Immediately after the flood, the facred promife 
s made to man, that feed time and . harveft, cold and 
It, fummer and winter, day and night, fliould continue 
the very .end of all things. Accordingly, in obedience 
that promife, the rotation is conflantly prefenting u» 
:h fome ufeful and agreeable alteration; and all the 
afing novelty of life arifes from thefe natural changes r 
r are we lefs indebted to them for many of ks folid 
-nforts. it has been frequently the talk of the moralift 
j poet, to mark, in polifhed periods, the particular 
irms and conveniences of every change i and, indeed, 
h difcriminate obfcrvations upon natural variety, cannot 
undelightful ; fmce 
ngs along with it, is 
unty of that Providi 
? year. We glow, s 
nfjty to adore, whill 
.visg, it is the feafon 
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hu(bandman trufts to the bofom of the earth fhall, haply, 
7ield its fevenfold rewards. Sprhig prefents us with a 
icene of Yiyely expe^athn. That which was before fown, 
begins now to difcover figns of fuccefsful vegetation. 
The labourer obferves the change, and anticipates the 
harveft : he watches the progrefs of nature, and fnjiles at 
her influence ; while the man of contemplation walks forth 
■with the evening, amidft the fragrance of flowers, and 
promifes of plenty ; nor returns to his cottage till darknefs 
clo&s the fcene upon his eye. ^i'heu comcth the harveft, 
when t!^ large wifli is fatisfied, and the granaries of na- 
ture ai^e loaded with the means of life, even to a luxury 
of abundance. The pewers of language are unequal to 
the defcriptfon of this happy feafon* It is the carnavil of 
nature : fbn and fliade, coolnefs and quietude, checrful- 
nefs and melody> love and gratitude, unite to render every 
fcene of fummer delightful. The divifion of light and 
darknefs is one of the kindeft efforts of Omnipotent Wif- 
dom. Day and night yield us contrary bleflings ^ and^ at 
the fame time, allift each other, by giving freih luftre to 
the delights of both. Amidft the glare of day^ and buf- 
tle of Itie, how could we ileep ? Amidft the gloom of 
darknefs, how could we labour ? 

How wife, how benignant, then, is the proper di^on 1 
The hoars of light are adapted to adivity ; and thofe of 
darknefs, to reft. Ere the day is parted, exercife and na- 
ture prepare us for the pillow ; and by the time that the 
morning returns, we are again able to meet it with a fmile. 
Thus, every feafon has a charm peculiar to itfelf ; and 
every moment affords fome interefting innovation. 

SECTION 11. ; 

This amazing fall of water is made by the river St. 
JLawrence, in its paffage from lake Erie into the lake On- 
tario. The St. Lawrence is one of the largeft rivers^ in 
the world ; and yet the whole of its waters is difcharged 
in this place, by a fall of a hundred and fifty feet perpen- 
dicular. It is not eafy to bring the imagination to cor- 
reipond to the greatnefs pf the fcene. A river extremely 
deep and rapid, and that ferves to dtaiii the waters of al* 
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moft all North America irita the Atlantic Ocean, is hcrc^ 
poured precipitately down a ledge of roc ks, that rifes,-- 
like a waB, acrofs the whole bed of its ftream. The- river, 
a little abave, is near three quarters of a mile broad ; and 
the rocks, where it grows narrower, arc four hundred 
yards oye^. Their diredion is not (Iraight acrofs, bat 
hollowing inwards like a horfefhoe : fo that the catark<5l:,' 
which bends to the fhape of the obftacle, rounding inwards,' 
prefents a kind of theatre the moft tremendous in nature. 
Juft in the middle of this circular wall of waters, a little- 
ifland, that has braved the fury of the current, ^efents 
ofhe of ifs points, and divides the ftream at top into twc 
parts ; but they unite a^ain long before they reach the . 
bottom. The noife.of the fall is heard at the diftance of 
fevcral leagues ; and the fury of the waters «t the ter- 
mination of tlieir fall, is, inconceivable.. The daft>ing pro- 
duces amiftthrttrife&tothe vcry<louds ; and which forms 
a. moft beautiful rainbow when the fun (hines- It will-' 
readily be .fuppofcd, that fuch a catarad entirely deftroys. 
the navigation of the ftream i and yet fo me Indians in 
their canoes, asjt is. f*ud, have . ventured down it w!th-> 
fefety. ^ . GoLDSMtrs.^^ 

SECTION III. ' ^.^^'^^iftff' 



THE •GlkOTTO OF JNTIPJROS, 

Of all the fttbtcrraneous caverns now known, the grotto ^ 
of Antiparos is themoft remai*kable, as well for its extent,., 
25 for the beauty of its ip.iVry incruftiitions. T^s cele- 
brated cavern was 'firft explored by one Magni, air Italian-' 
traveller, about 'a hundred ye^rs ago, at Antiparos, an^ 
iriconfiderable ifland of the Arthipd^o. " Having been • 
irrfbrmed," fays he, "by the natives, of Paros, that^ in tlie ^ " 
little ifland of AifRpnros, which lies about two miles from - 
the former, a gigantic ftatue was to be fau at the mouth. ■ 
of a cavern in that place, it was refolved- that we (the ' 
French conful and himfelf) (kould pay it a vifit. In pur-? 
faancc of this refolution, after we Jiad landed on the ifland, - 
^d walked about four miles through the midft of beauti- - 
fill plains, and Hoping woodlands, wci. at length came to v, 
a little hill, on the fide of which yawrred'^i fi^^. hotr^^r. 
cavern^ that by its gloom at arft ftruck us \!^'' tertpo * 
and almoft repreiT^d ^uriofky. Recovering tij« ^^ firA |i4|f J 
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prife, however, we entered boldly ; and had not proceeded 
above twenty paces, when the fuppofed ftatue of the giant 
prefented itfelf to our view. We quickly pti-ceived, that 
what the ignorant natives had been terrified at as a giant, 
was nothing more than a fparry concretion, ffjrmed by 
tlie water dropping from thctoof of the cave and by 
degrees hardening into a figure, which their fears had 
formed into a monfter. Incited by this extraordinary ap- 
pearance, we were induced to proceed ftill further, in 
queft of new adventures in this fubterranean abode. As 
we proceeded, new wonders oiTered themselves-; the fpars, 
formed Into trees and Ihrubs, prefented a icind of petrified 
grove ; fome white, fome green ; and all receding in 
due perfpedlive. They firuck us with the more amaze- 
ment, as we knew them to be mere produ<ftions of nature, 
who, hitherto in folitude, had, in her playful moments, 
dreiTed the fcene, as if for her own amufement.*' 

"We had as yet feen but a few of the wonders of the 
place ; and we were introduced only into the ponico of 
this amazing temple. In one corner of this half illuminated 
TcccfSf there appe«ired an opening of about three feet wid€^ 
which fecmed to lead to a place totally dark, and whrcli 
oti^o^l^ natives aflured us contained nothing more than 
a rcfervoif of water. Upon this information, we mad^ 
Jtn experiment, by throwing down fome ftones, which 
rumbling along the fides of the defcent for fome time, the 
found Teemed at laft qnaflied in a bed of water. In order, 
however, to be more certain, we fent in a Levantine mar- 
iner, who, by the promiie of a good reward, ventured, 
with a flambeau in his hand into this narrow aperture. 
After continuing within it for about a quarter of an hour^ 
^le returned, bearing in his hand, fome beautiful pieces of 
V^vrhice fpar, which art could neither equal nor imitate. 
^Upon being informed by him that the place was full of 
thefe beautiful incruftations, I ventured in once more with 
hitti, about fifty paces, anxioufly and cautioufly defcend- 
ing, by a ileep and dangerous way. Finding however, . 
that we came to ii precrpice which led into a fpaciotSs am- 
phitheatre, (if I may fo call it,^ ftill deeper than any 
other part, we returned, and being provided with a lad- 
fler, flambeau, and other things tp expedite our defcent, 
our whole company^ man by ^tan^ venuned into the fame ^ 
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opening^; and deibcnding one afr^&r another, we at laft' 
faw ourlelves all together in the moft roagtiificent part of - 
the caver/i.*' 

SECTION IV.\ . 

tHM CROTTO OF AK7IPAR0S CONjiyUMD.' 

"Our candles being row all lighted up, and the wholes 
place completely illuminated, never could the eye be pve^* 
fented w^th a- more glittering, or a more magnificent fccne* I 
The whole roof hung with foiid ificles, tranfparent as glafs, 
yet folid as marble./ 1'he eye could fcarcely reach the 
lofty ;tnd noble ceiling ; the fides were regularly formed 
with fpars ; and the whole prefented the idea of a mag- 
nificent theatre, illuminated with an immenfe profufion of 
lights. /f The floor confifted of folid* marble : and, in fev- 
eral places, magnificent columns, thrones, altars, and 
other obje<^s, appeared, ^s if nature had defigned . to 
mock the curiofities of art. Q^ut voices, upon fpeafcing^ 
or fmging,. were redoubled to an aftonilhing loudnefs; 
and upon tlie firing of a gyn, the noHe and reverberations 
were almoft deafenings (^ In.: the midft of this grand am« 
phitheatre rofe a concretion of about fifteen feet high, 
that, in fome meafure, refembled an altar ; from which, 
taking the hint> .we caufexi mafs to be celebrated*thcrcr 
The beautiful colirmns that iliot up round the altarj ajv. 
pcar6d like caodlefticks ; and . many other natural objefis • 
reprefented the cuftomary ornamerfts of this rite.'V 

** Below even this fpacious grotto there feemed another 
cavern ; dowa wliich I ventured with my. former mariner, 
and defcended about fifty paces by means of a ropc.^ 1 at 
iaft arrived at a fmall fpot of level ground,, where the bot- 
tom appeared different from that of the. amphitheatre, be^ 
ingcompofed of foft clay,,yiel(iing to the prefTure, and in 
which I thruft a flick to tlie depth of fix feet. In this, 
however, as. above, numbers of the moft beautiful cryftals 
were formed ; one of which, particularly, refembled a 
table. Upon ouij egrefs from this, amazing cavern,, wc 
, perccwed a Greek infcription upon a rock at the mouth, 
but fo obliterated by time,, that we could not read it dif- 
tln^lly. It fctmcd, to .import that one Antipatei*, in;the 
time of Alexander, had come hither ; but whcthe^^iirti 
penetrated into the depths of the cavern, he does not-^^Jc- 
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• fit to inform us." This account of fo beautiful and ftrik- 
.ing a fc€ne, may ferve to give us fome idea of the fubtcr- 
; raneous wonders of nature. gozdsauth. 

• SECTION V. ^;//f^/^ 

■ EAKTHS^AKR AT CATJNEA, 

One of the earthquakes mod particularly defcribed in 
lliiftjory, is that which happened in th*^ year T695 ; the 
damages of which were chiefly felt in Sicily, but its mo- 
tion was perceived in Germany, France, and England. 
It extended to a circumference of two thoufand fix hun- 
dred leagues ; chiefly affe^ing the fea eoafts, and 'great 
rivers; more perceivable alfo upon the^mountains than in 
tlie valjies. Its motions were fo rapid, that perfons who 
lay at their length, were toffed from fide to fide, as upon 
a rolling billow. The walls were daflied from tlieir foun- 
dations ; 'and no fewer than fifty four cities, with an in-; 
credible number of villages, were either deftroycd or 
: greatly damaged. The .city of Catanea,. in particular, 
was utterly overthrown. A traveller, who was on his way 
- till ther, perceived, at the diftance of fome miles, a black 
cloud, like nigj^t haiiging o^er the place. . The fea, all of 
a fud<jen begafl to roar ; IVlount -^tna to fend forth great 
fpires of flame ; and foon after a (hock enfued, with a 
noife as if all the artillery in the world h:ad been at once 
difcharged. Our traveller, being obliged to alight in-' 
ftantlj, felt himCelf rAifed a foot from the giound ; and 
turning his eyes to the city, he with amazement fijvnotfiing 
but a thick cloud of dull in the air. The birds flew' about 
aftortiflied ; the fun was darkened.; the bea^ls ran howling 
from the hills ; and although the fliock did not continue 
above three minutes, yet near nineteen thoufand of the 
mhabitants of Sicily periflied in the ruins. Catanea, to 
which city tlie defcriber was travelling, feemad the princi- 
pal fcene of ruin : its olace onlv was to be found • and 
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into cxiftence. When the fignal moment, predeftinedfrom 
all eternity, was come, the Deity arofe in his might ; . and 
with a word created th^ world. What an ilkiftrious Two- 
ment was that, when from nonexiftence, there fprang 
at once into being, this mighty globe, on which fo many 
millions of creatures now dwell I No preparatory meaf- 
ures were required. No long circuit of means was enn- 
ployed, " He fpake ; and it was done : he commanded ; . 
and it ftood faft. The earth was at firft witliout form, 
and void 5 and darkneis was on the face of the deep." 
The Almighty iurveyed the dark abyfs ; and fixed bounds 
to the fevcral divifions of nature. He faid " let there be 
light ; and tliere was light." Then appeared the fea, 
and the dry land- The mountains roic ; and the rivers* 
flowed. The fun and moon began their courfc in the 
ikies. Herbs and plants clothed the ground. I'he air, 
t^e earth, and the waters, were ftored with their refpedive 
inhabitants. At laft, man was made after the image of 
God. He appeared, walking with countenance ereft ; 
and received his Creator^ benedi<5tion, as the lord of this 
new world. The Almighty beheld his work when it vras 
finiflied; and pronounced it good. Superior beings faw 
witfi wonder this new acceffion to exiftence. " The morn- 
ing ftars fang together 5 and all the fons of God flioutcd^ 

for joy." ^ r^ BLAIK. 

^ :! SECTION VII. ^^r^-^ 

) ^ ON CH.miTT^r 

Charity is the fame with benev<>lence or love ; and is 
the term uniformly employed in the New Teftament, to 
denote all the good afFe6bions which we ought to bear to- 
wards one anotner. It confifts not in fpeculative ideas of 
general benevolence, floating in the head, and leaving the 
heart, as fpeculations too often do, untouched and iKJd- 
Neither is it confiived to that indolent good nature, which 
makes us reft fatisiied with being free from inveterate maU 
ice, or ill will to pur fellow creatures, without prompting 
us to be of fervice to any. True charity is an a^ive 
principle. , It is not properly a fiagle virtue ; but a (Ji%Q- 
fition refidrn^ in the heart, as a fountain whence all tfei 
virtues of benignity, candour, forbearance, g^)bQ(&^ 
cpmpafllon^ and liberaTu^^ 4oW|p a&fi> roaiiy native; [lr<;j^t^ 
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t'rom g^fwral good Mil to all, it extends its influence par- 
ticularlf to tbofe with whom we ftand in neareit connec- 
tion, and who are direftly within the fphere of our good 
ofii<?es. From the country or community to which wc 
belong, it defcends to the fmaller aflbciations of neigh- 
bourhood, relations, and friends ; and fpreads itfelf over 
the whole circle of focial and domeftic life. I mean not 
tbkt it imports a promifcuous undiftinguifliing affedHon, 
which gives evety man an equal title to our love. Char- 
ity, if we fhould eildeavour to carry it fo far, would be 
rendered an impra^icable virtue ; and would refolvc itfelf 
into mere words, without aflPcfting the heart. True char- 
ity attempts not to fhut our eyes to the diftindlion between 
good and bad men j^nor to warm our hearts equally to 
thofe who befriertd, and thofe who injure us. It rcferves 
our efteem for good iflcn, and our complacency for our 
friends. Toward's our enemies it infpircs forgivenefs, hu- 
inanity, and a fdlicitude for their welfare. It breathes 
imiverfal candour, and liberality of fentiment. It forms 
-gentlenefs of tempet, and didates affability of manners. 
It prompts cort^fponding Sympathies with them who re- 
joice, and them who weep. It teaches us to -flight and 
de(^ifc no maii; Charity is the comforter of the afflidlcd, 
the protedor of the opprefled, the reconciler of differences, 
the interceft)rfor offenders. It is faith fulnefs in the friend, 
public ipirit in the magi ftrate, equity and patience in the 
judge, moderation in the fovereign, and loyalty in «h<* 
fubje*^. In parents, it is <?are and attention ; in chiidi cih 
it is reverence and fubmiflion. In a word, it is the foul 
of social life. It is the fun that enlivens and cheers the 
abodes of men. It is" like the dew ofHermon," fays 
die Ffal^jft, " and the dew that defcendeth .on the moun- 
tains Of Zion, where the Lord commandeth the blefllng, 
even life for cvermbre." JL ^.^blair. 

, ' ■ SECTION vm. ^=^*<M? 

' T PAOiTRKirr li nEbouBLkD to a good uAm ( 

None but the temperate, the regular, an^ the virtuous^ 
know how to enjoy profperity^/ They bring to its comforts 
the m«nfy retifli of a fo^ind uncotrupted mind. They 
ftop H Jje proper point, before (Enjoyment degenerates into 
difgUiti p.nd pleafure is converted into pain. They are 

* I ' 
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Grangers to thofe complaints which flo^fe' from fplccn, ca- 
. price, and all the fantalMcal diftrefles of a vitiated luind. 
AVhilc riotous indulgence enervates both the bodj. a^ the 
nainJ, parity And virtue heighten all 4he powers, ofjtamaa 
fruition.) 

Feeble are all pleafures m which the heart has no fhare. 
The fellilh gratifications of the bad, arc hoth narrow in 
their circle, and fhort in their duration. But profperity 
is redoubled to a good man, by bis generous ufe of it. 
It is reflefted back upon him from every one whom he 
makes happy. In the tniercourfe of domeilic. affedioni in 
the attachment of. friends, the gratitude of dependents, 
the efteem and goodwill of all who know, him, he fees 
bleffings multiplied round him, on every fidt. ** When 
the ear heard me, then it bleffcd me ; and when the eye 
^w me, it gave witnds to mc : btcaufe I delivered the 
po«r that cried, the fatherlefs, and him that had none to 
help him. The blcffingof him that was ready to periih 
came upon me, and I caufed the widow's heart to fing 
with joy. IVas eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the 
lame : I was a father to the poor 5 and the caufe which I 
knew not, I fearched out." Thus, while t^e righteous 
man flouriihes like a tree planted by the rivers ot water, 
he brings forth alfo his fruit in its feafon : and that fruit 
he brings forth, ^ot for himielf alone. He flouriihes, not 
like a tree in fome folitary defert, which fcatters its blof- 
foms to the wind, and comnmnicatcs neither fruit nor (hade 
to any living thing : but likjc a tree in the midft ef an in- 
habited country, which to fome affords friendly (belter, to 
others, fruit ; which is not only admired by all for its 
beauty ; but bleffed by the traveller for the fhade, and b^r 
Ahe hungry, for the\iuftenance^ it hath glveni. /Jw* ^^^^ 

SECTION IX. 

Greatness confers no I exemption! from the cares and 
furrows of life , its (hare of them frequently bears a mel- 
ancholy proportion to its exaltation. TTiis the monarch 
of Ifrael experienced. He fought in piety, that peace 
vrhich he could not find in empire ; and alleviated ths cl|f^' 
quietudes of ftate, with the fexercifes of idevoti<»i. |K> 
^uvUuable Pfalms comvej tliofe comforts to others, Whiu^*' 



Digitized b^^ CiOOg IC /, ^ '. • _ 



ClTAP. Vr- DESCRIPTIVE PIECJSS. 7? 

they afforded to himfelf. Compofed upon parucul||r oc- ' 
\ cations, yet defigned for general ufe ; dfelivered out as 
fdrvices for Ifraclites under the Law, yet no lefs adapted 
to the circumftances of Chriftians under the Goipel ; they 
prefent religion to us in the moft engaging drefs ; com- 
municating truths which phHop^phy .could never invefti- 
gate, in a ftyle which poetry can never equal ; while hif- 
tdry is made the vehicle of prophecyr and creation lends 
all its charms to paint the glories of redemption. Calcu- 
lated alike to profit and to pleafe,ihey inform the underftaud- 
ing, elevate the affedions, and entertain the imagination. 
Indited under the influence of 'hjm, to whom" all hearts arc 
khown, and all events foreknown, they fuit mankind in 
all fi tuations ; grateful as the manna which defcended 
from above, and conformed itfelf to every palate. 

The faireft pr.odu<5libns of human wit, after a few per 
rufals, like gathered flowers, wither in our hands, and 
lofe their fragrancy :. but thefe unfading plants of para- 
dife become, as we are accufl:omed to them, ftill more and 
more beautiful ; their bloom appears to be daily heigh- 
tened 5 frefli odours are emkted, and new fweets extracted 
from them. He who has once tafted their excellences, 
will defire to tafte them^ again j. and he who taftes them 
ofteneft, will relifh them beffi.f - \ 

And now, could the author iTatter nimfelf, that any one 
■would take half the pleafure in Reading his work, which 
h^has taken in writing it, he would not fear thelofs of his' 
labour. The employment detached him from the buftle 
and hurry of life, tlie din of politicis, and the noife of 
folly. Vanity and vexation flew away for a feafon ; care 
and difqutetude came not near hrs dwelling. He arofe, 
fVefh'as the morning, to his taik ; the filenceof the night 
invited, him to purfue it ; and he^can truly fay, that food 
and reft were not preferred before it. Every pjalra im- 
proved infiaitely upon his acquaintance with it, and no 
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9 SECTION X. 

CaJMJCTMA or ALFRED, KISfG €fF Mire LJOt fit 

The merit of this prince, both in private and public 
life, nfajr, with advantage, be fet'in oppofition to that of 
any monarch or citizen, which the annals of any age, or 
any nation, can prefent to us. He feems, indeed, to be 
the complete model of that peff6(5l chara^er, which un- 
der the denomination of a fage or wife man, the phik)fo- 
phers have been fond of delineating, rather as ,a fi^ion o£ 
their imafgination, than ia hopes of ever feeing it reduced 
topradlice; fo happily were all his virtues tempered to- 
gether ; fo juftly were they blended ; and fo powerfuDy 
did each prevent the other from exceeding its proper 
bounds. 

He knew how to conciliate the moft cnterpiifing fpirit 
with the cooleft moderation ; the moft obftinate perfever- 
ance, with the eafieft flexibility \ the moft fcvere jufticc^ 
yriih the greatcft lenity ; the greateft rigour in.commaod,. 
with the greatcft affability of deportment; the higheft 
capacity and inclination for fcience, with the moft flumng 
talents for adion. ' / / 

Nature alfo, as if defirous that fo brfgfht a prpdudiion 
of her fkill ftiould be fet in the fail eft light, had beftowed 
on him all bodily accompli (hments ; vigour of limbs, 
dignity of (bape and air, and ,a pleal^nt, eng^gin^, and 
open countenance. By living in that barbaroius age, he 
was deprived of hiftorians worthy to tranfipit his fanie to 
porterity ;» and we wifh to fee him delineated in more 
lively colours, and with more particular ftro?kes, that vye 
might at lea ft perceive fome of thofe fnjall fpecks and 
blemifties, from which, as a man^ it is impoiGble he could 
be entirely exempted. / ' ^Mvi^^y 

SECTION XT. 

CRiKACrEK Of ^BEfT BLIZAEEThI 

. Thcre are few perfonages in hiftory, who lia?e bc<en 
more expofed to the{calumny)of enemies, and tjie adula- 
tion of friends, than Queen Eli ' ' 
fcarcely is any, whofe reputation 
determined by the unanimous cor 
unufual length of her adminiftrat 
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tares of her chara(5ler, were able to overcome all piejwdi- 
ces ; and, obliging her detradors to abate much of their 
inveftives, and her admirers fomew-Jiat of iheir panegy- 
rics, have, at lad, in fpke of political fadions, and v hat 
is more, of relig40U8 ammofities^ produced a uniform judg- 
ment with regard to her condu(5l. Her vigour, her coi> 
ftancy, her magiianknity, hep penetration, vigilance, and 
addrcfs, are allowed to merit the highcli praifcs ; and ap- 
pear not to hnve been furpafled by any perfon who ever 
Med a throne : a corfdudl lefs rigorous, lefs imperious, 
more- fine ere, more indulgent to her people, would have 
b^en requiifke to form a perfeft character. By the force 
(^ her mind, fhe contrdled aJt her more aftive, and 
ftrongcK/qualities J and prevented them from running into 
excefs. ; H^ heroifm was exempted fmm all temerity ; 
her frugaUty from avarice j-herfriendftiip from partiality j 
her ent^rpiife from tuibulency and a vain ambition. She 
guarded not herfelf, with equal care, or equal fuccefs, 
from lefs infirmities; the rival(hip of beauty, the defire 
of admiration^ the jealoufy*^ of love, and the fallies of 
anger. '• f^ 

Het* finguiar trfents for govemmetit were founded 
equally on her temper and on h«r capacity. Endowed ' 
with a great <:ommand over herfclf, fhe foon cbtair»ed an' 
uncontrolled afcendant over the people. Few fovereigns 
of England^ fucceeded to the throne^in more diffii^ult cir- 
ciimftanccs J and none ever condu(5ted the government 
wkh fuch uniform iuccefs " and Teh'city. Though unac - 
qtfcainted with the pra<?ice of toleration, thi true fecret for 
managing religious • iiidions, fhe preferred her people, by 
lier fuperior^ prudence, from ^hofe confufitns in which the- 
ologicari conifroverfy had Involved all the neighbouring na- 
tions.; aijd though her enemies were the mod powerful 
princes wC Europe, the mod adlive, the moft: enterprifing, 
the lead fcrupulous,' (he was able, by her vigour, to make 
deep irapreffisns on their flate; her own grcatnefs mean^p 
while remaining untouched and unimpaired. 
. The wife mi nifters" and brave men who'flmirinicd during 
h&t reign, fhare the praife of her fcccefs ; bur, inftead.of 
leife^Lftg the applaufe due. to her, they make great ac|dl- 
tibn tp.it. They owed, all of them, ilicir jtdvancenSfrt 
tote chfolce f they were fupported by berconftancy \ aud> 
I a ^ 
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With all their ability, they were never able to a£<|utre an 
undue afcendcnt over her. In her family, in her court, 
in her kingdona, (he remained equally miftrefs. The 
force of the tender paffions was great over her, but tlue 
force of her mind was ftill fuperior : and the combat 
which her victory yifibly coft her, feryes only to difplay 
the firmnefs of her refolution, and the loftineis ©f her ajai- 
bitious fentiments. 

The fame of this princcfs, though it has formoutJted the 
prejudices both of fa(5lion and of bigotry, yet lies ftiU eji- 
})ored to another prejudice, wbtcti i$ inore durable, be- 
caufe more natural ; and which, according to the drflfer- 
ant views in which we furvey her, is capable either ofcr- 
aking beyond meafure, or diminiftiing, the luftre of her 
charaifler. This prejudice is founded on the confidcratioii 
of her fex. Wbep we contemplate her as a woman, we 
are apt to be ftruck with the higheft admiration of her 
qualities and extenfive capacity ; bi.^ we are alfo apt to 
require fpme more foftnefs of- difpofition, fbmc greater 
lenity of temper, fome of thofe amiable, weakpeues by 
which her fex is diftinguiOied. JBut the tr«e method of 
eft imaging her merit, is, to lay afidfe all thefe confiderations, 
and to confider her merely as a rational being, placed in 
autliority, and intrufted with the government of mankind. 

^ SECTION Xlf. ^^>-^ 

OW THE iLAT^UUr OP TICR. 

TaE flavcry produced by vice appears in the. depend-, 
ence under which it brings the fmner, to circumftances of 
external fortune. One of the favourite charaders of 
liberty, is the independence it beftows. He who is truly 
a freeman is above all fervile compliances, and abje<5t fub- 
jedlion. He is able to reft upon himfelf ; and while he 
3^g<^rds his fuperiors with proper def?rcncc,\neitheridebafes x 
hiptifelfby cringing to ihera, nor is tempted to purchafe 
their favour by dilbonoiirable means. But the finner.ba$ 
forfeited every privilege of this nature. His paffions and * 
habits render him an abfolute dependent on the worW, 
and the world's favour ; on the uncei 
time, and the fickle humours of men. 
he fubfuls; ^4. a^^"$ theiehis h^ppi; 
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Carding as his fiaffions determine hiin to pyrAie plealures^ 
riches» or preferments. Having no fund within himfelf 
wheoce to -ifiifcWtnjoyment, his only refource is in things 
vAoull llf* hopes and fears all hang upon the world.- 
Htf j^irrtakes in all its viciffitudes ; and is moved and 
fhaken by every wind of fortune. This is to be, iu the 
ftri^ed fenfe, a flavc to the world. 

Religion and virtue, on the other hand, confef on the 
mind principles of noble independence. ♦* The upright 
man is fatisfied from himfelf.'' He defpifes not the ad» 
vantages of fortune, but he centres not his happinefs ia 
them. With a moderate (hare of them he can be content- 
ed ; and contentmfent is felicity. Happy in his own integ- 
rity, confcioos of the eftecm of good men, repofing firm 
truft in the providence, and the promifes of God, he is 
exempted from fcrvilc dependence on other things. He 
can wrap himfelf up in a good confcience, and look for- 
ward, without/ terror^ to the change of the. world. Let all 
things Ihift around him as they pleafc, he believes that, by 
the Divine ordination, they^all be made to work togeth- 
er in the iffiic for his good : and^therefore, hkving much 
to hope from God, and little to fear from the world, he 
can be eafy in every ftate. One who pofieffes within him- 
felf fuch an eftabltHiment of mind, is truly free. Bat 
fhall 1 call that man free, who has nothing that is his own, 
no property alTured j whc^e very heart is not his own, but 
rendered the appendage of external things, and the fport 
of fortune ? Is that man free, let his outward condition 
be ever folfplendid^ whom his imperious paflSons detain^ at 
their call, whom they fend forth at their pleafure, to 
^udge\ and /toll, land to beg his only enjoyment from the 
\cafuaUics\of the world ? Is he free, who muft flatter and 
lie to compals his ends ; who muft bear with this man's 
caprice, and that man's fcorn ; murt profefs friendfhip 
where he hates, and refpedl where he contemns ; who is not 
at liberty to appear in his own colours, nor to fpeak his 
own t^miments ; who dares not be honeft, left he ihoulld 
be poot ?— ^Believe it, no chains bind fo hard, no fetters 
aire fo heavy, as thofe which fatten the corrupted heart, to 
ttti& treacherous would ; no dependence is more contempti- 
We ^kytn that under which the vofuptuous, the covetrms, 
Of "t^junl^rcio^^ jpao^ Bes tc tbe me^n^of pleafure^ gaki 
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or power. Yet thfs is the boafted liberty, which Vke> 
promifes, as the recompenfe of fettitig us free from the fal-^ 
utary reftraints.of virtue. y> ffJi^ .Bi^/K^ . 

SECTION xin. ^^^ Mu V 

Tits. Mjv OP mrMGRirr. ^ ^ 

It will not take much time to delineate the chara^cp«^^ 
of the man of integrity, as by its nature it is a plain one, . 
and eafily undcrftood. He is erne, who makes it his con-" 
ftant rule to follow th6 road of duty, according as the* 
Word of God, and the^ voice of his confcicnce, point it out ■ 
to him. He is not gfuided merely -by afFe^ions, which ^• 
may fometimes give th* colour of virtue to a loofe and-* 
unRable charadber. The upright man is guided by a*. 
fixed principle of mind, which determines him to efteemi 
nothing butwhat is honourable ; and to abhor whatever* 
is bafe and unworthy, in moral condudl. Hence we find • 
him ever the fame ; at all times, the trufty friend, the af- ' 
fe^ionate relation, the confcientious man of bufmefs, the- 
pious worfliipper^ the public fRJrited citizen.^ Hie aflumes « 
no borrowed appearancev^ He feeks n* mafk- to covers 
liim ; for he a<fls no ftudicd part ; but he is indeed what » . 
he appears to bc^ full of trutii, candour, and humanity. - 
In all hi* purfuits, he knows no path but the fair and dir^ : 
one ; and would much rather.fail of fuccefsfthan atuin ithy 
reproachful means. He never^ ihows< us a fmiling counte- .• 
nance, while he meditates evilagainft us in his heart. He » • 
never praifes us among our friend* ; and then joins in tra- * 
ducing us among our enemies. We (hall never find one • 
part of his. chailtfter at variance with another. . In 'his ^' 
manners, he is fimple and-unaffedled ; in alliiis proceed-^ 
ings, open and confident. mljir* - 

SECTION xiy. - 

I BEGIN with diflinguilhing true gentleness from paffive -y 
tamenels of fpirit, and from unlimited compliance with the >. 
manners of others. . That paffive tamenefs, which fvb^it*' 
raits, without oppofition^ to every encroachmer 's 

v^iolent and afTuming, forms no part of Chriftia *^ 

but, on the contrary, is deftmdlive of general Ii iff 

and order. That unlimited coB^lgilance^.wbicB, ^Z 
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occaixon, falls m with the opinTons and manners of ot!icrr, 
is fo far from being a virtue, that it is itfelf a vice, and 
the parent of many vices. It overthrows all Headings of 
principle ; and produces that finful conformitj with the 
vioxX^, which taints the whole chara<51er. In the prefent 
corrupttd ftate of hun>an naanners, always to afient and to 
.comply, is the very worft maxim we can adopt. \t is 
unpoflTible to fupport the purity and dignity of Chriftiau 
rinorals, without oppofing the; world on Various' occafions, 
even though we fhould ftand alone. That gentlcnefs 
therefore which belongs to virtfcfe,'it t© be carefully diftiu- 
guiihed from the mean fpirit oi cawards,^ and the fawning 
aflent of fycophants. It renounces no juft right from 
fear. It gives up no iniportant truth from flattery. It is 
indeed not only confident with a firm mind, but it necef- 
farily requires a manly fpirit, and a ^ix.^ principle, in or- 
der to give it any real value. Upon this 'folid ground 
only, the poliiK of gentleaefs can with advantage be fuper* 
induced. 

It (lands opposed, not to the moft determined regard 
fof virtue and truth, but to harflinefs and fcveriiy, to pride 
and arrogance, to -violence and oppreffion. It is properly,. 
th4t part of the great virtue of charity* which makes trt 
imwilling to give pain to any of our breiiiren. CompaGton 
piornpts us to relieve their warits. BoibearaiKe prevents 
\j^ from rctaliatittg their injuries. Meeknefs reftrains our 
angry paflSons ; candour, our fevere judgrtients. Gentle- 
ncfs corieds whatever is o^^ifive in our manners \ and, 
by a rafpftant ^rahi of Immane attentions, ftudses to allevi* 
ate the bur^|feof comnaon miiery/ Its office, there?forc, 
is extenfiwl^t is not like fome other virtues, caHed 
forth orjjp^ peculiar emergencies; but it is continually 
in aiStion, when we are engaged in iBtetcourtfe with t£it%^ 
It ought to form our addvefs, to reguIiitB our fpeech, and 
to di frufe :itfelf over our whole behaviour. 

We muil not, howe^r, confound thk gentle «< wifdotti 
"which is from above," with that artificial oourtefy, ^lat 
ft tidied fmoothncfs ofmannera, which is learned in the 
iehool of the world. Such accompliftmentR, the mpft 
fiietolous and empty may poilbfs. Too often they are em- 
obeyed by the artful, as a fnare 5 too often affeaed by the 
9?9"4 j^, iwrfccliog, as a cover to the bAfen^fs of ihelt 
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minds. We cannot, at the fame time, avoid obfervin^ : 
the homage, which, even in fuch inftances, the world is ' 
conftraincd to pay to virtue. In order to render ibciety 
agreeable^ it is found necefTary toafiume fomfewhat, that 
may at least carry its appearance. Virtue is the univerfal ^ 
charm. Even its ihadow i& conrted, when the fubftance i« • 
•wanting. The imitation of its form has been reduced' 
into an art ; and, in tlie commerce* of life, the firft ftvidy 
of all who would ekher gaiti the cfteem, or win the hearts 
of others, is to learn the fpeech^ and to adopt the manners, 
of candour, gentlenedfatfll humanity .^ But that gentle* 
nefs which is the chAmfteriftic o^ a good man, has, like 
every other virtue, its feat in the heart ;. and let me add, 
nothing except what flows from the heart, can render even 
external manners truly pkafmg* For no affumed be*, 
haviour can at. all times hide the real chara<5ter. In tliat 
unaiFe(5ted civility which fprings from a gentle mind, there 
is a charm iofinitely more powerful, than in all the ftudied - 
manners of the moil finifhed courtier. 

True gentlenefs h founded on a fenfe of what we .owe 
to HIM who made us, and to the common nature of which 
we all (hare. It arifejs from refledion on our own failings 
and wants ; and from ju ft" views of the condition, and tfe 
duty of man , It is native feeling, heightened and im-* 
proved by principle. It is the heart which eafily .relents } * 
which feels for every thing that is human ; and is backr - 
ward and flow to inflift the leaft wound. It is affablc^iff 
its addrefs, and mild in its demeanour; ever ready to 
oblige, and willing to be obliged by others ; breathing 
habitual kindnefs towards friends, courtefy to ftrangers, 
long fuflFering to enemies. It exercifes. authority with 
moderation ; adminifters reproof with tendernefs ; coafers 
favours with eafe and modefty. It is unafTuming i^^ 
opinion, and temperate in zeal. It contends not eagerly 
about trifles ; flow to contradiA, and ftiil flower to blame v 
but prompt to allay Hiflenfion, and to reftore peace. It 

neither inter,fiieddles un " ~ " 

;>ri,s inquifitively into th< 
above all things to allevif 
up the falling tear, to f( 
Where it has not the p 
Hiar.denfpme. Itfeeks to 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



'tH^. Tl. TA'TttB;tlC "PIECES. 85 

• ^zzk.'r and conceals with care that foperionty, either lof 
tilents, or <>f rank, which is oppreffive to thofe who are 
beneath it. In a word it is that fpirit and that tenure of 

' manners, which the gcrfpcl of Cfarift enjoins, when it com- 
mands ns" to bear one another's burdens ; to rejoice with 

i thcfc who rejoice, atid to weep with thofe who wee^ j to^ 
pleafe every one his neighbour for his good ; to be kiOT^' 

. and tender hearted ; to be pitiful and courteous ; to fup- 

lp©rt ihe weak, and to be patient towards aU men." 

^-^ : ^^'^ 

CHAP. VI. . 

TATHETIC PIECES. 
SECTION I. 

7MJAL JNJ} ' SXECVTIW OP THE KAHLOF STB.AF»ORl>, H^BO tRLL 
4 iACBJPTGB TO TMMFIOLSNCB OF T^ UMBS^ IN 'THE RBiGN 
, OF CHAHLtS THE PlASr. 

The Earl 6£ Strafford defended himfelfagainft the 
~a€Cu(ations of the houfe of Commons, with all the prefenc~e 
of mind, judgment, and fagacity, that, could be expected 
from innocence and ability. His children were placed be- 
fide him, as he was thus defending his life, and the cau& 
of his royal matter. After he had, in a lo5g and eloquent 
fpecch, delivered without premeditation, confuted all the 
peculations of his enemies, he thus drew to a conclufion* 
<• But, my Lords, Ihate troubled you too long : longer 
than I {hould have done, but for the fake of thefe dear 
pledges, which ^ faint in heaven has left me.*' Upon this 
he paufed ; dropped a ^ar $ looked upon his children ; 
and proceeded.— — ." WJiat I forfeit for myfelf is a triiic ! 
that my indifctetions fhould reach my pofterity, wounds 
me to the heart. Pardon my infirmity. Soi^ething 1 
ihould have added, but I am not able ; and therefoie I let 
•it pafs. And now, my Lords, for myfelf. I have long- 
been taught, that the a0lidtons of this life are overpaid by 
that ctcxtial weight of glory, which awaits the innocent* 
And fo, my luords, even fo, with the utmoft tranquillity* I 
iabmit myfelf to your judgment, whether that judgment b» 
iSk 6r4i^>jteli ; not my will, but Oune, O God, be dwic !" 
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His eloquence and innocence induced thofe jadg^s 16 
pkjy who were the moft zealous to condemn hini) The 
king himfelf went to the houfe of Lords, and fpoke for fome 
time in his defence ; but the iph-it of vengeance, which- 
had been chained for eleven years^ ^as now routed ; and 
nothing but his blood could eive the people fatisfad^ion. 
He was condemned by both 3ioufe« of parliament ; and 
nothine reraiabed but for the king to give his confent to 
the bill of attainder. But in the prefent commotions, the 
confeat cOl^^^i^^g wonlivery eafily be difpenfed with j 
and iromqienraanger mignt atlend hisTefufal. Charles, 
however, who loved Strafford . tenderly, hefitated, and 
feemed reluftant ; trying every cirpedient to put off fo 
dreadful an -office, ^s that of figning the warrant for his 
execution. While he continued in this agitation of mind, 
and ftate of fufpenfe, his doubts were at Tift filenced by aa 
a^ of great msgnanimfity in the condemned lord. He re- 
ceived a letter from that ^unfortunate nobleman, defiring 
that his life might be made a facrifice to obtain reconcilia- 
tion between the king and his people : *adding, that he 
was prepared to die ; and that to a willing mind there 
could be no injury. This inilanee of noble geiieroilty was 
but ill repaid by his matter* who"* complied with his requeft^ 
He confented to fign the fatal bill by commiffion ; and 
Strafford was beheaded on Tower-hill ; behaving with aU 
tliat corapofed dignity of refohilion, which, was erpefted 
from his charadter. ^^^^^' goldsmith^ 

SECTION M* ^^ 

' Avr£innriV'riifSTAircEOP'n^BF0iiftt\tDROPMi}f»t 

All who have been diftinguiftied as fervants of Cod, dr 
benefadlors of men ; aU who, in perilous fituatiotts, have 
aded their part with fuoh honour a? to render their names 
illuftrious through fucceeding ages, have be^ii eminent for 
fortitude of mind. Of this we have one confpicuous ex- 
ample in the apoftle Paul, whom it will be inftrudtve for 
tig to view in a remarkable occurrence of his life- After 
having long adled as the apoftle of the Gentiles, ^is miffipit 
called him to go to Jerufalem, where he knew "»- 

to encounter me utmoft violence of hisenemie S-* 

fore he fet /ail, he called together the elders oil r- 

ke church at Ephefus ; and, in a pathetic fp t» 
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does great honour to his charaiSler, gave them tis laft fare- 
well. Deeply affefted by their knowledge of the certain 
dangers to which he was expofmg himfelf, all the afTcmbly 
were filled with diftrefs, and melted into tears. The cir- 
cumft^inces were fuch, as might have conveyed dejedion 
even into a refolute mind ; and would have totally over- 
whelmed the feeble. " They all wept fore, and fell on 
Paul's neck, and killed him ; forrowing mod of all for the 
^ords -w^iich he fpoke, that they- fhould fee his face no 
more." What were then the fentiments, what was the 
language, of this great and good- man ? Hear the words 
which fpoke his firm and undaunted mind. " Behold, I 
gp bound in the fpirit, to Jerufalem, not knowing the 
things that fhall befall me there ; fave that the Hply Spirit 
witnefleth in every city, faying, that bonds and a^iftions 
abide me. But none of thefe things move me ; neither 
count I my life dear to myfelf, fo that T might finilh my 
courfe with joy, and the miniftry which I have received of 
the Lorii JeCus, to teftify the gofpel of the ^ce of God." 
There was uttered the voice, there breathed the fpirit, of jt 
brave and a virtuous man. Such a man knows not what 
it is to (hrin.k from danger, when confcience points out his 
path. In that path Jie is determined to walk ; let tlia 
, confequences be what they may* 

This was the magnanimous behaviour of that great 
apodle, whenhe^had perfecution and diftrefs full in view. 
Attend now to the fentiments of the fame excellent man, 
when the time ef-bis laft fuffering approached ; and re- 
mark the majefty, and the ead€> with which he looked ort 
death. " I am now ready to be offered, and the time of 
my departute is achnnd. 1 have fought the good Hght. 
1 have finiflied my courfe. I have kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a cfpwn of righteoufnefs.'^ 
How many years of life does fuch a dyin,^ rr.omenL oyer- 
balance ? Who would not choofe,'in this manner, to go oflF 
the itage, with fuch a fong of triumph in his mouth, raiher 
than prolong hi* exiUence through a wretched old age> 
ftaincdwitii fin ano Ihame ? v JL/lP^^^^* 

SECTION nt. I ^iwrO'y 

tHk GOOD XM'S COMPOR.T PJ AFPI.ICTIOSr, 

The religion, of Chrift not only .nais us ^vlth For'tit'-ufc 
!ll.ga [1; but, iapponrg t;vih- to L-.U 
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upon us with their heavieft preiTure, it lightens the load by 
many conibJauons to which others are Grangers. While 
bad men trace, in the calamities with which they are 
vi/ited, the hand of an offended Sovereign, Chrtftians are 
taught to view them as the well intended chaftifemcnts mli 
a merciful Father. They hear amidft them, that ft ill 
voice wh'xh a good confciencc brings to their ear : ** Fear 
not, for I am with thee ; be not difmayed^ for I am thy 
God." They apply to themfelves the comfortable prom- 
ifes with which the gofpel abounds. They difcover m 
thefe the happy ilfue decreed to their troubles ; and wait 
■with patfence till Providence (hall have accomplilhcd its 
great and good defigns. In the mean time, Devotipn 
«pens to them its blelfed and holy fanduary : that fandua- 
ry in which the wounded heart is healed, and the weary 
mind is at reft ; where the cares of the world are forgotten, 
where its tumults are hufhed, and its ipiferies difappear ; 
where greater objeds open to our view than any which the 
world prefents ;, wheie a more ferene (ky Ihines, and a 
fweeter and a calmer light beams on the affiided heart. la 
thofe moments of devotion, apipus man, pouring out his 
wants and fo;rows to an almightiy Supporter, feels that he 
is not left folitary and fbrfaken in a vale of wo. God is 
with him ; Chrift and the Holy Spirit are with him \ and, 
though he (hould be bereaved of every friend on earth, he 
can look up in heaven tp a friend that will never defert 

him. ^i..^^— :— - ^ BLAlti* 

SECTION nr. •'*'. l/l^0s^ 

-rUM CLOSE OP LIFE* ^ . . 

When ire contemplate Ac clofe of life ; the termination 
of man's defigns and hopes ; the filencc that now reigqs 
among thofe who a little while ago, were fo bufy, or to 
gay ; who can a.void being touched with fenfations at once • 
awful and tender ? What heart but tlien warms with the 
glow of humanity ? In whofe eye does not the tear gather, 
on revolving the fate of paffing and ihgrtlived man I 

Behold the poor man who lays down at kft the burden 
of his v^earifome life. No more.ftiall he groan hndcr the 
load of poverty and toil. No more fliall he hear the info- 
lent calls of the mai^, from whom he received his fcanty 
wages. No more Ihall he be raiicd from needftd ilumber 
on his bed of ftraw, nor be hurried away from his homely 
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meal, to undergo the repeated labours of the day. While 
his humble grave is preparing, and a few poor and decay- 
ed neighbours are carrying him thither, it is good for us 
to think, that this man too was our brother ; that for him 
the aged and deftitute wife^ and the needy children, now 
inipep ; that, negleded as he was \>y the world, he pofiefTed 
perhaps both a found underftauding, and a worthy heart ; 
and is now- carried by angels to reft in Abraham*s bofom. 
At no great diftance from him, the grave is opened to re- 
ceive the rich and proud man. For, as it is faid with em- 
phafis in the parable, " the rich man alfo died, and was 
buried." He alfo died. His riches prevented not his 
Iharing the fame fate with the poor mjui ; perhaps, through 
luxury, they accelerated his doom./' t'hen, indeed,^" the 
mourners go about the ftreets ;" ^and while, in all the 
pomp and magnificence of wo, his funeral is preparing, 
his heirs, impatient to examine his will, are looking on one 
another with jealous eyes, and already beginning to dlfpute 
about the divifion of his fubftance. One day, we fee car- 
ried along the coiEn of the fmiling infant ; the flower juil: 
nipped as it bega,n to bloflbm in the -parent's view : and 
the next day, we beholiUie-yxJung man, or young woman, 
of blooming foi m and promising hopes, laid in an untimely 
grave. While the funeral is attended by a numerous un- 
concerned company^ who are difcourfing to one anotlier 
about the news of the day, or the ordinary aETairs of Hfe, 
let our thoughts rather follow to the houfe of mourning, 
and reprefent to themfelves^ what is pafling there. Tliere 
we ihould fee a difconfolate family, fitting in filent grief, 
thinking of the fad breach that is made in their little 
fociety ; and* with tears in their eyes, looking to the 
chamber that is now left vacant, and to every memorial 
that prefents itfelf of their departed friend. By fuch at- 
tention to the woes of others, the felfifh hardnefs of our 
hearts will be gradually foftened, and melted down into 
humanity. 

Another day, we follow to the grave, one who, in old 
age, and after a long career of life, has in full maturity 
funk at laft into reft. As we are going along to the man- 
fion of file dead, it is natural for us to think, and to dif- 
courie, of all the changes which fuch a perfon has feen 
during the courfe of his life. He has pafTed, it is likely. 
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through varieties of fortune. He has experienced pro A 
pexity, and advcrfity. He has fcen f^tnUies and kindreds 
rife and falJ. He has feen peace and war fucceeding in 
their turns ; th^ face of his country undergoing raany al- 
teraffc»s ; and the very city in which he dwelt riling, in a 
• manner^ new around hinft^ After all he has beheld, bk 
eyes are now clofed for ever. He was becoming a ftran- 
ger in the midft of a new fucceflicn of men. A race who 
knew him not, had arifen to fill the 'earth. Thus pades 
thz world away. Throughout all ranks and conditions, 
•* one generation pafTeib, and another generation comeih ;'* 
and this great inn is by turns evacuated, and repleniflied> 
hy troops of fucceeding pilgrims, O vain and inconftant 
world ! O fleeting and tranfient life ! When will the fohs 
of men learn to think of thee as they ought ? When will 
ihey learn humanity from the affli^ions ot their brethren ;, 
or moderation and wifdom> from the fenle of then: owiv 
fugitive ftatc, sijir^ 

SECTION V. 
EXALTED soQiMTTy jiTQ fH9 RENBWAL OP nnjvous mnrxcnom, nno^ 

SOUMjCS^ op PUtURR PMLJClTr^ 

Besides the felicity which ^rings from perfcdl lore, 
there are two circumftances which particularly enhance 
the blelTednefs of that <* multitude who (land before the 
throne ;" thefe are, accefs to the raoft exalted fociety, and 
renewal ot the moft lender contieftions. The former h 
pointed out in the Scripture, by "Joining the innumeT* 
able company of angels, and the general affeilibly and 
church of the firftborn ; by fitting down with A(>i^hatii, 
and Ifaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven ;'* a 
promife which opens tlie fublimeft profpe^^s to the human 
mind. It allows good men to entertain the hope, that» 
fepar.ited from all the dregs of the human mafs, from that 
mixed and polluted crowd in themidft of which they now 
dwell, they (hall be permitted to mingle with prophets, 
patriarchs, and apoftle^ with all thofe great and illn(trious 

girits, who have (hone in former ages as the fervants of 
od, or the benefa^ors of men ; whofe deeds we are ac- 
cuftomed to celebrate ; whofe fteps we now follow at a 
iJiftance ; and whofe names we pronounce with veneration. 
Unked to this high aflembly, th^ bleffed, at the fam^ 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



CHAP.'VI. PATHETIC PIECES. 91 

time, renew thofe ancient connections with virtuous friends, 
■which had been diflblved by death. The profpedb of this 
awakens in the heart, the mod pleafing and tender fenti- 
ment that perhaps can fill it, in this mortal ftate. For of 
all the forrows which we%re here doomed to endii^, none 
h £q bitter as that oc^trfipned by the fatal ftroke whicli 
feparates us, in aj5pegraf#ce for ever, from thofe to whom 
either nature or frj^ndftwp had intimately joined our 
hearts. Memory, from time to time, renews the anguiOi ; 
opens the wound which feemed once to have been clofed ; 
and, by recalling joys that are paft and gone, touches every 
fpring of painful fenfibility. In thefe agonizing moments, 
how relieving . the thought, that the feparation is only 
temporary, not eternal ; that there is a time to come of 
reunion with thofe with whom our happieft days were 
fpent ; whofe joys and forrows once were ours ; wliofe 
piety and virtue cheered and encouraged us ; and fiom 
whom, after we (hall have landed on tlie peaceful Ihore 
where they dwell, no revolutions of nature fhall ever be 
able to part ps more ? Such is the fociety of the bit fled 
above. Of fuch are the multitude compofed, who " fland 
before the throne.'' bljir. 

SECTION VI. 

THE CLRMBNCr AND AMIABLE CaARACTER OF THE PATRIARCH JOSKTU. 

No human charafter exhibited ip the records of Scrip- 
ture, is more remarkable or in:lru\flive than that of the 
patriarch Jofeph. He is one whom we behold tried in all 
the viciffitudes of fortune ; from the condition of a flave, 
fifing to be ruler of the land of Egy]>t:; and in every (taticn 
acquiring, by his virtue and wifdom, favour with God and 
man. When overfeer ofPotiphar's honle, his fidelity was 
proved by ftrong temptations, which he honourably refiftea. 
When th] own into prifon by the artifice of a fallb woman. 
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him into flavery. The i^oment in which he made hlmfclf 
known to them, was the mod critical one of his life, and 
the moft deci/ive of his charad^r. It is fuch as rarely oc- 
curs ia the courfe of human 6^(^|^ ; and is calculated to 
drav7.thchigheft attention of ail ^o are endowed with any 
de^^re© of fenfibility ©f heart. " ^ ^ 




intended to difcover himfelf ; arid ftudied fo to condu<5t the 
difcovery, as might render the furprife of joy , complete. 
For this end, by afFe<fled' f6verity, he took mcafures for 
bringing down into Egypt all his father's children. They 
were now arrived there ; and Benjamin among the reft^ 
who was his young'cr brother by the fame mdther, and was 
particularly beloved by Jofeph. Him he threatened to 
detain ; and fcemed willing to allow the refl to depart. 
This incident renewed their diftrefs. They all knew their 
f a ther'tf extreme anxiety about the fafety of Benjamin, arid 
with .what difficulty he had yielded to his ui*dertaking this 
journey. Should he be prevented fron: returning, they 
dreaded that grief would overpoiyer the old man's fpirits, 
and prove fatal to his life. Judah, therefore, who- liad 
partictilarly urged the neceility of Benj am in-'s accompany- 
ing his brothers, -and had folemnly pledged himfelf to their 
•f'riiher for his fafe return, craved, upon this occafion, an 
audience of the governor ; and gave him a full account of 
ihc circumlLmces of Jacob's family,. 

Nothing can be more inte.reAing and pathetic than this 
difcourfe of Judah. Little knowing to whom he fpoke, he 
paints in nil the colours of fimpleand natural eloquence, 
the didrciled fituation of the aged patriarch, haftenrng -to 
th^ cloic of life ; long a£Ili(!led for the lofs of a favourite 
for, wlTom he fuppnfed to have been torn in pieces by a 
heail of prey ; labuuring now under anxious concern about 
Ills youngcft fon, the cliild of hi? old age, who alone \vas 
Jeft alive bf his mother, and whom nothing biu the calam- 
it:.er> of iWcre famine could have moved a tender fSithcr to 
fror;i home, and expofe to the dangers of a foreiga 
mil. .'* If we bring him not baek.with us, we J] lal I bring 
own t>.c gray hairs of tliy f»rvant, our father, witb'ibrroW? 
: \l'. : gViivc. I pray thcc therefore let thy fervan:t abn!^.^ 
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inftead of the young man, a bondman to our lord. For 
how {hull I go up to my father, and Benjamin not with me ? 
left I fee the evil thatrfiall come on my father." 

Upon this relation Jo^^ could no Ibnger reftrain hira- 
felf. The tender ideas d(|hs father and his father's hdufe, 
of his anciient home> his country and his kindred, of the dif- 
trcfs o£ his family, ancf^lifs own exaltation^ all rufhed too 
llrongly upon his mind to bear any farther concealment. 
**■ He cried, Caufe ev#y man to go out from me ; and he 
wept aloud."* The tears which he fhed were not the tea-> 
of grief. They were the burft of affedion. They were the 
efFufions of a heart overflowing with all the tender fenfibil- 
ities of nature. Formerly he had been moved in theiame 
manner, when he. fiHi faw his brethren before him; " His 
bowels 3rearned upon them ; he fought for a place where to 
weep* He went into his chamber ; and then wafl>ed his 
face and returned to them." At that peiiodhis generous 
plans were not completed.T^ But now> when there was no 
further occafion for cofrftraming himfelf, he gave fr«e vent 
to the ftrong emotions of his heart. The firft minifter to 
the king of Egypt was not aihamed to fhow, that he felt as 
a man^ and a brother^. " He wept aloud ; and th.» Egyp- 
tians, arid the houfe-of Pharaofi, heard him," 

The firft; words which hi^ fwellihg heart allowed him to 
pronounce, are the mod fuitable to fuch an afFedling fitua- 
tion tliat were ever uttered ;.** I am Jofeph ; doth my fa- 
ther yet live ?" What cbuld he, what ought hj, in that rm- 
paflionat^ moment, to have faid more ? This is the voice of 
nature her(e If, peaking her own language ; and it pene- 
trates the heart : no pon>p of exprcffion ; no parade of kind- 
nefs ; but ftrong affe<5l^ion haftening to utter what it ftrong- 
ly felt. " Hk bfethrdn could not anfwer him ; for they 
were troubled at his prefence." Their filence is as expreff- 
ive of thoft: emotions of repentance and (hame, which, on 
this amasingdifeovcry, filled their breads, and flopped their 
utterance, i$ -die few words which Jofeph fpeaks, are ex- 
preilive of tlie generous rtgkaUons which ftruggled.for vent 
witiiin hinl. No painter could feize a more fttiking mo- 
ment for diiphiying the charaderiftical features of the hu- 
man heart, than what is here prefented. Never was there 
a fltuation of more tender and virtuous ioy^ on theonehand ; 
;\or^ on llie othcr^^pf more ov^wiielming confofion and con- 
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fcious guilt. In the fimple narration of the facred hiftorian, ' 
it is fet before us with greater energy and higher effedt, than 
if it had been wrought up with ail the colouring of the moft 
admired modern eloquence. ^ slair. 

SECTIoi^hL 

The folloii)ing account of an affed'tn^y mournful exit^ is relate^ 
by Dr. Toung^ nuho nvas prefcnt a^he vtelayicholy feefie. 

The fad evening before the death of the noble youth, 
whofe laft hours fuggefted the moft folenjn and awful re- 
flexions, I was with him. No one was prefent, but his phy- 
fician, and an intimate whom he lov^d, and whom he had 
ruined. At my coming in, he faid, ** You and the phyfi- 
cian ai*e come too late. I have peither life nor hope. - You 
both aim at miracles. You wopld raife the dead !" Heav- 
en, I faid was merciful, ** Or," excjaimed he ; ** 1 could 
not have been thus guilty. What has it not done to blefs, 
and to fave me ! I have been to.o ftiong for Omnipotence ! 
I have plucked down ruin." I faid, the blclfed Redeem- 
er ; " Hold ! hold 1 you wound me ! That is the rock oa 
which I fplit : I denied his name !" 

Refufing to hear any thing from me, or to take any- 
thing from the phyfician, he. lay filent, as far as fudden 
darts of pain would permit, till the clock ftruck : Then with 
vehemence he exclaimed ; **Oh ! time ! time ! it is fit thou 
fhouldft thus ftrike thy murderer to the heart ! How art 
thou fled for ever ! A month ! Oh for a Angle week ! I afk 
not for years ; though an age were too litile for the niuch 
1 have to do." On my faying, we could not do too much : 
that heaven was a bleffed place, " So much the worfe. 
'Tis loft ! 'tis loft ! Heaven is to raeHie fevered part of 
hell!" ^ 

Soon after, I propofed prayer ; " Pray you that can. I 
jiever prayed. I cannot pray, nor need I. Is r^t Heavctt 
on my fide already ? It cjofes with my confcieifce* Its fe- 
ver eft ftrokes butfecond'm^ own." Obferving that his 
friend was much touched at this, even to tears, (who cotild 
forbear ? I could not) with a moft afFe<5lionate look, he n%i» 
" Keep thofe tears for thyfelf. 1 have undone thee. I>#^ 
thou weep forme ? that is cruel. What can pain me mcm^^ ; 

Here his friend, too much affip^cd, would have^Sft. 
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him. " No, Aay, thou dill maycft hope ; therefore hear 
me. . How madly have I talk'd ! How madly haft thou 
liftened, and believed \ but look on my prefent ftate, as a 
'full anfwer to thee, and to myfelf. This body is all wealc- 
nefs and pain ; but my foul, as if flung up by torment to- 
greater flreng«^h and fpirit, is full powerful to reafon ; full 
mighty to fuffer. And that, which thus triumphs witliia 
the jaws of immortality, is, doubtlefs, immortal : and, as 
for a Deity, nothing lefs than ^ an Almighty could infli<5l 
what I feel/' 

Pwas about to congratulate this paflTve, involuntary 
confeflbr, on his afferting the two prime articles of his 
creed, extorted by the rack of nature, when he thus, very 
paffionately exclaimed ; ** No, no I let me fpcak on. 1 
have not long to fpeak. My much injured friend ! my 
foul, as my body, lies in ruins ; in fcattered fragments of 
broken tliought. Remorfe forthe paft, throws my thought 
on the future. Worfe dread of the future, ftrikes it back 
on the paft. I turn, and tu^, and find no ray. Didft 
thou feel half the mountain that is on me, thou wouldft 
ftiuggle with then^artyr for his ftake ; and blefs Heaven 
for the flames I that is not an cverlafting flame ; that is 
not an unquenchable fire.'' 

. How were we ft^ck ! yet, foon after, ft ill more. With 
vhat an eye of Aftradtion, what a face of defpair, . he 
cried cut ! ** My principles have poifoned my friend ; my 
extravagance has beggared my boy I my unkindnefs has 
murdered mj wife ! And is there another hell ? Oh J thoH 
blafphemed, yet indulgent LORD GOD ! Hell itfelf is 
a refuge, if it hide me from thy frown 1" Soon after, his 
underftanding failed. His tigrrified imagination uttered 
horrors not to bfirepeated, or ever forgotten. And ere 
the fun (which, I hope, has feen few like him) arofe, the 
gay, yp^ag, noble, ingenious, accompUfliecJ, and moft 
wretched Altamont, expired \ 
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their triumphs are recorded. Thy (ufFering^, poor Alta* 
xnont I ftill bked in the bofom of the heart ftncken mend, 
for Altamont had a friend. He might have had many. 
His tranfient morning might have been the dawn of an 
immortal d^j. His name might iiave been glonoufljs 
enrolJed in tlie records of eternity. His pemory might 
have left a fweet fragrance behind it, grateful to' the 
furviving friend, falutary to the fucceeding generation. 
With what , capacity was he cndqwed I with what .advan- 
tages, for being greatly good ! Bat with tiie talents of an 
angel, a man may be a fool If he judges amifs in the fu- 
preme point, judging right in aU elfe, but aggravates hjs 
folly ; as it (hows him wrong, though bluffed with th« heft 
capacity of being right. da. xovng. 



CHAP. VH. 
I A L O O tr E S. 

SECTIOK 1. 

Tkfvlm mtdfollhie/mffnjhouldmiiscmpafm tathr tban 
rldiculff* 

Democrltus. X finp it iropoffible to reconcile myfelf lo 
a melancholy philofophy. 

HeracUtus, And I am equally uttablc tOf approve of that 
vain philofophy, which teaches men to^ defpife and ridicule 
oiie another. To a wife and feeling mind, the world ap-. 
pears in a wretched and painful light. 

Dem, Thou art too much affe^ed %ith the ft ate of 
things ; and this is a foijrce of mifery to thee. [ 

Her. And I think thou art too little moved by it. Thy 
mirth and ridicule befpeak the buffoon, rather than the phi- 
iofopher. Does it not Excite thy cori»affioti, to fee man- 
kind fo frail, fo blindj fo far dep#jteaj|tom the rules <£ 
virtue \ ^^ 

* DemocritM and Meraclitys were two ancient philofopbers, the 
former of whom laughed, wid the latt?r wept, at the -erxvr^ aild 
fpUies af waiiikiBcl. ^ 
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Dem, I am excited to laughter, when I fee fo much im- 
pertinence and folly. 

Her, And yetr alter all, they, who are the obje<5ls of thy 
ridicule, include, not only mankind )gx general, but the 
perfons viith whom thou Kveft, thy fiifwds, thy family, 
nay, even thyfelf. 

Dem. I care very little for all the fllly perfons I meet 
with ; and ihink 1 am juftifiable in diverting myfelf with 
their folly. - % 

Her, If they are weak and foolifli, it marks neither wif- 
-dom nor humanityj^p infull rather than pity them. But 
is it certain, tha^ thoi^ art not as extravagant as they 
are ? 

Dem, I prefume that I am not; fince, in every point, 
my fentiments are the very reverfe of theirs. 

Her. There are follies of different kinds. By conftantly 
amufmg thyfelf with the errors and mifcondu^i of others, 
thou mayeft render thyfelf equally ridiculous and culpable. 

Dem. Thou art at liberty to indulge fuch fentiments ; 
and to weep over me too, if thou haft any tears to fpare. 
For my part, I cannot refrain from pleafing myfelf with 
the levities and ill condud cf the world about me. Are 
not all men foolifh or irregular In their lives ? 

Her. Alas 1 there is but too much reafon to believe, 
they are fo : and on this ground, I gity and deplore their 
condition. We agree ia this point, that men do not con- 
dud themfelves according to reafonabie and juft princi- 
ples 4 but I, who do not fuffer myfelf to a<a as they do, 
muft yet regard the di<aatc;s of my underftanding and 
feelings, which compel me to love them ; and thae love 
fills me with compaflion for their miftakes and irregulari- 
ties. Canft thou condemn me for pitying my own fpecies, 
my brethren, peffons bom -in^e fame condition of life, 
and deflined to the fame hopes and privileges ? If thou 
Aouldft enter a hofpital, where fick and wounded perfons 
re(ide, would their wounds and diftreffes excite thy tnirth ? 
And yet, the evils ot the body bear no comparifon with 
thofe of die mind. Thou wouldft certainly bluih at thy 
barbarity, if thou had ft been fb unfeeling, as to laugh at 
or ^^^}^t, a poor miferable being who had loft one of h# 
l^s : and yet thou arc fo deftitute of humanity, as^ to rid^ 
icme thofe, who appear to be deprived of the noUe powers 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



93 tHE ENGLISH READER. PART 1. 

of the underdandiDgf h^ the little regard which they pay 
to its dilates. 

Dfifjf. He who has loft a leg is to be pitied, bccaufc the 
l&k is not to he imputed to himfelf : but he who reje<as the 
di^tes of reafoiuand confcience, voluBtaril)r deprives hiix^- 
felf of their aid. The lofs originates in his own folJy. 

Her. Ah ! fo much the 'more is he to be pitied I A fu- 
rious maniacy^who fhould pluck out his own eyes, would 
dcfervc ifeorc compaffion than an ordinary blind mat>. 

Dem. Come, let us accommodate the bufinefs. There 
is fomething to be faid on each fide of the queftjon. There 
is every where reafoft for lauding, and F«afi)n for weeping. 
The world is ridiculous, and I laugh at it : it is deplorable, 
and thou lamented over it. Every perfon views it in his 
own way and according to his own temper. ^ One point 
is unqueftionable, that mankind are pr^>o(lerpus .; to think 
right, and to a£t weil, we muft think and a& differently 
from diem. To fubmit to the authority, and follow xh& 
example of the greater part of men, would lender us foolilh 
and mifeifable. 

J^r. All this is, indeed, true ; but then, thou haft no 
real love or feelbg for thy fpecies. The calamities of- 
mankind excite thy mirth ; aiui this proves that th^u haft 
no regard for men, nor any true refped for the virtues 
which th^y have unhappily abandoned, 

FsNELONf Archbijhap cf Cpnhra^^ 

Sectioh ii. 

DlOKTStUS, PTTBLiU, JNfJ ti4M0tU ' ' 

Genuine virtw commands refpeB^ even front the bad,, 

Bionyfiui. Am axikg ! Whs^ do I fee Mt is PyAias juft 
arrived. It is indeed Pythias. I did not think it pofllblc. 
He is come to die, and red^pi his friend I 

Pythias. Yes it \% Pythias. 1 left the place of n^y con- 
finement, with nc other views, than to pay to Heaven tlie 
vows I had made ; to fettle my family concerns according 
to the rules of juftice ; and to bid adieu to my children^ 
that I might die tranquil and fafisfied. 

Dlo. But why doft thou return ; Haft thou nO fear ^ 

•death ? Is it not the charafter of a madman, to f^ek i^ 

thus voluntarily ? • ,. ; 

Py* I return to fuffcr,^though I have not dcftrv^-^gi^li.. 
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Every principle cf honatir and goodnefs, forbids me to 
allow my friend to die for me. 

Dw, Doft thou, then, love him better than thyfelf > 

Py. No ^ I love him as^myfelf. But I am perfuaded 
that I ought to fufFer death, rather tlian my friend ; fmce 
It was me whom thou hadft decreed to die. It were not 
juft that he fliould fuffer, to deliver me from the death 
which was djefigned, not for him, but for me only. 

Dio. But thou fuppofeft, tiiat it is as unjufl to inflid 
death upon thee, as upon thy friend. 

Py, Very true ; we are both entirely innocent ; and it 
is equally unjuft to make either of us fuffer. 

DJo. Why dofl thou then afiert, that it were injuftice 
to put him to deatli, inftcad of thee ': 

Py. Il is unjuft, in the fame degree, to inflid: death,*ei- 
ther on Damon or on myfelf ; but Pythias were highly 
'Culpable to let Damon fuifet that death, which the tyrant 
'had prepared for Pythias only, 

Dio. Doft thou then return hither, on the day appoint- 
ed, witli no ither view, than to fave the life of a friend, 
•by lofirig thy own 

Py. I feturn, in regard to thee, to fliffer an ad of in- 
juftice which is common for tyrants to inflid ; and, with 
fefpect to Damon, to perform my duty, by refcuing him 
from the danger he incurred by his generofity to me. 

Dio. And new, Damon, let me addrefs myfelf to tliee. 
Didrt thou not really fear, that Pythias would never re- 
turn ; and that thou wouldft be put to death on his account ? 

Da. I was but too well allared, that Pythias would punc- 
tually return ; and that he would be more folicitous to keep 
his promife, than to preferve his life. Would to heaven,that 
his relations and frieilds had forcibly detained him ! Ke 
would then have lived for the comfort and benefit of good 
men ; and I fhould have the fatisfadion of dying for him J 

D-o. What ! D;:;es life difpleafe thee 1 

Da. Yes ; it diipleafes me whea I fee and feel the po\v- 
■ er of a tyrant. ' ^ ■: 

Dig. It is well 1 Thou fhalt fee him no tnor^- I will 
ord-r thee to be jnit to death immediately. 

Py- Paricn the feelings cf a man who fympatbizes 
with his dying friend. But remember it was PyU^Iiis who 
was de/oted by thee to deftru^lion. I come to fabmit t«> 

L 
# 
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it, ihat I may redeem my friend. Do not refufe me thfe 
confolation in my laft hour. 

Dl(f> I cannot endure men, who defpile death, and fet 
my power at defiance. 

Dc. Thou canft not, then, endure virtue. 

D'to. No : I cannot endure that proud, difdainful vir^ 
tue, which cciitemns life ; which dreads no punilhment ; 
and which is inl'enfible to the charms of liches and pleafur^. 

Da, Thou feeft, however, that it is a virtue, which is 
not inlenfible to the diifJ-ate of honour, juftice, and friend* 
ihip. 

D\o, Guards, take Pythias to execution. We (hall fee 
whetlier Damon will continue to defpife my authority. 

Da. Pythias, by returning to fubmit himfelf to thy 
pleafure, has merited his life, and defetved thy favour ; 
but I have excited thy indignation, by refigning myfelf t6 
thy power, in order to fave him : be fatisfied, then, with 
this fapnfice, and put me to death. 

Py, Hold, Dionyfius 1 remember, it was Pythias alone 
who offended thee : Damon could not. • 

D'lo, Alas ! what do I fee and hear ! where am I ? How 
miferable ; and how worthy to be {o\ I have hitherto 
known nothing of true virtue. I have fpent my life in dark* 
nefs and e^rror. All my power and honours are infufficient 
to produce love. I caimot boaft of having acquired a fmgle 
friend, in the courfe of a reign of thirty years. And yet 
thefe two perfons in a private condition, love one anothef 
tenderly, unrefervedly confide in each other, are rtiutually 
happy, and ready to die for each other^s prefervation. 

Py, How couldft thou, who haft never loved any perfon# 
expedb to have friends ? If thou hadft loved and refpedled 
men, thou wouldft have fecured their love and refped. 
Thou hafl feared mankind ; and they fear thee ; they de*; 
tell thee. 

D'w, Damon, Pythias, condefcend to admit me as a 
third fritnid, in a connedlion fo perfeft. I give you youf 
li^es ; and I will load you with riches. 

tDa, We have no defire to be enriched by thee ; and, Ii\ 
regard to thy friendlhip, w'e cannot accept or enjoy it tiJi 
thou become good and juft. Without th< 
canft be conneded with none but tremi 
bafe flatterers. To be loved an4 ef^eemc 
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* and generous minds> thou muft be virtuous ; affectionate,- 

difmterelled, beneficent ; and know how to live in a fort 

of equality with thofc who fliare and deferve tliy friendfhip. 

FjiiiEios'y Archhijhop cf Camhray, 

SECTION in. 

Chrl/Iianity defended againjl the cavils offceplklfm. 

Bavle, Yes, we both were philofophers ; but my phi- 
Ipfopny was the deepeft. You dogmatized : I doubted. * 

Locie. Do you make doubting a proof of deptli in phi- 
lofophy ? It may be a good beginning of it ; but it is a 
bad end. 

^Bay. No : the more profound our fearches are into the 
nature of things, the more uncertainty we fliall find ; and 
the moft fubtile minds fee objections and difRculties in ev- 
ery fyftem, which are overlooked or undifcoverable by or- 
dinary underftandings. 

Locke. It would be better then to be no philofopher, and 
to continue in the vulgar herd of mankind, that one may 
have the convenience of thinking that one knows fomething. 
I find that the eyes whiclt nature has given me, fee many 
things very clearly, though fome are out of their reach, or 
difcemed but dimly. What opinion ought I to have of a 
phyfician, who fhould offer me an eyewater, the ufe o£ 
■which would at firft fo Iharpen my fight, as to carry it 
farther than ordinary vifion ; but would in the end put 
, them out ? Your philofbphy is to the eyes of the mind, 
} what I have fuppofed the do45lor*s noftrum to be to thofe 
i of the body. It actually brought your own excellent under- 
ftanding, which was by nature quickfighted, and rendered 
more fo by art and a fubtility of logic peculiar to yourfelf ; 
it brought, I fay, your very acute underftanding to fee 
iiothing clearly *; and enveloped all the great truths of 
reafon and religion in 'mifts of doubt. 

Bay, I own it did ; but your coraparifon is not jull. 1 
did not fee well, before I ufed my philofophic eyewater : 
I only fuppofed I faw well ; but I was in an error, with 
all the reft of mankind. The blindjefs was real, the pcr- 
<:rptions were imaginary. I cured myfelf firfl of thofo 
falft imaginations, and then I laudably endeavoured to 
^M^ other men. 
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Loch. A great cure indeed ! and don't you think that» . 
in return for the fervice you did them, they ought to ere£t. 
you a l^atue ? 

Bay, Yes ; it is good for human nature to know its own 
wedk-neii. When we arrogantly prefume on a ftrenglh we 
have not, we arc always in great danger of hurting our- . 
felves, or at leaft c f defei-ving ridicule and contempt, by 
vain and idle efforts . 

Loche, I agree with you, that human nature Ihould know • 
its own weaknefs but it fhould alfo feel its ilrength, and 
try to improve it. This was my employment as a philof* 
opher. I endeavoured to difcover the real powers of tlie 
mind, to fee what it could ^o^ and what it could not ; te- 
rellrain it from eiforts beyond its ability ; but to teach it 
how to advance as far as the faculties given to it by nature, 
with the utm.oft exertion and moft proper culture of theoi, 
would allow it to go. In the vafl ocean cf philofophy, I 
had the line and the plummet always in my hands. Many 
< fits depths I found myfclf unable to fathom ; but, by 
caution in founding, and the careful obfervalions I raade^ 
in the courfe of my voyage, I found out foiaae truths of fa., 
much ufe to mankind, that they acknowledge me to have- 
been their benefadlor. 

Bay. Their ignorance makes them tlitnk fo. Some- 
other philofcpher will come liereafter, and fhow thofe- 
tnitiis to be falfehoods. He will pretend to difcover oth- 
er truths of equal importance. A later fage will artfe, per- 
iKips amon.j men now barbarous and unlearned, whofe fu- 
gacious dilcoveries Will difcredit the opinions of his ad* 
mired predeceflbr. In philofophy, as in nature, all changes"' 
its form, and one thing exifts by the deftru<Rion of another. 

Lode. Opinions taken yp without a patient inveftiga- 
tion, depending on terms not accurately defined, and prin- 
ciples begged without proof, like theories to explai» the 
ph^nomina of nature, built on fuppofitions inflead of ex- 
periments, n>«il perpetually change and deftroy one an- 
other. But fome opinions there are, even in matters not, 
obvious to the common fenfeof mankind, which the mind 
has received on fuch rational grounds of afient, tliat? they 
are as immoveable os the pillars of heaven ; or (to i^h^ 
philofophically) as the great laws of Nature, by which, 
under God, the univcri^i is fuilained. Can you fcifc^fl* 
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think, that, becaufe the hypothefis of your countryman 
Defcartes, which was nothing but an ingenious, well im- 
agined romance, has been lately exploded, the fyftem of 
Newton, which is built on experiments and geometry,the 
two mod certain methods of difcovering truth, will ever 
fail ; or that, becaufe the whims of fanatics and tlie divm- 
ity of the fchoolmen, tunnot now be fiipported, the doc- 
trines of that religion, which I, tlie declared enemy of all 
enthufiafm and falfe reafoning, firmly believed and mam- ■ 
tained, will ever be fhaken ? 

Bay. If you had afked Defcartes, while he was in the 
height of his vogue, "whether his fy Rem would ever be 
-confuted by any ofeher philofophers, as that of Ariflotle 
Irad been by his, what anfwer do you fuppofe he would 
have returned ? 

Loch, Come, come, you yourfelf know tlie /dlffprencq/' 
between thetfoundationsion which the credit of thofejfyi- 
tems,iand that ofiNewtontis placed- Younfcepticifm* is 
more affe^ed than real. You found it a Ihorter way to a 
great#reputationf (the only wilh of your heart,) ta obje<5t, 
than to defend ; to pull do-wti, than to fet up. And your 
talents were fad miraWe for that kind of work. Then 
your diuddlingftogether in a CriticaliDi«flionaryf a pleafant 
tale, orlDbfcei;ieijeft, and a grave argument againft the 
Chriftian religion, a witty ^onfiitatiomof fome abfurd au^ 
thor, and an artfultfophifmrto impeach fome rel4)e(5lable 
trutli, was.^articularlj> fcommodiou^ to all our youivn; 
fmarts and fmatterers in free thinking. But what mif- 
chief have you not done to human fociety ? You hare-en- 
ideavoured^and with fome degree of fuccefs,tofhake thofe 
foundations, on which tixe whole nwral w^orld, and the 
greattfabri^of focial happinef^, entirely reft. How could 
youy as a philofopher, in the -fober hours of refleclion, an- 
fwer for tlys toyout confcience, ^ven fuppofmg you had 
doubts cf the truth of a fyftem,.^ which gives to virtue its 
iweeteft hopes, todmpeniten^vice itsgreateft fears, atidto 
true penitence irts bell confolations ; which xeftrains €v^,h 
lie lea/l 'approaches to guiit, ga^d yet makes thoie|di(*vv- 
j3ixce?J^for theiinfirmities\of our^na^ure,. 'v\hich the flolc 
jpride denied to it, but which its teal imperfedlion, and - 
the goodnefe of its ixiiinitely benevokWr C^^'^^^^i ^^ ^^^ 
^jpkreouir^? 
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Bay. The mind, is free ; and it loves to exert its free- 
dom. Any reftraint upon it is a violence done to its na- 
ture, and a tyranny, againft which it has a right to rebel. 

Loch. The mind, though free, has a governcr within 
itfelf, which may and ought to limit the exercife of its^ 
freedom. That governor is reafon. 

Bay, Yes : but reafon, like other governors, has a policy 
more dependent upon uncertain caprice, than upon any 
fixed laws. And if that reafon, which rules my mind or 
yours, has happened to fet up a favourite notion, it not 
only fubmits implicitly to it, but defires that the fame re- 
fpe^ ihould be paid to it by all the reil of mankind. Now 
1 hold that any man may lawfully oppofe this defire in 
another ; and that if he is wife, he will do his utmost 
endeavours to check it in himfelf. 

Locke. Is there not alfo a weaknefs of a contrary na- 
ture to tliis you are now ridiculing ? Do we not often take 
a pleafure to fhow our own power, and gratify our own 
pride, by degrading the notions fet up by other men, 
and generally refpe<Jled I 

Bay. I believe we do ; and by this means it often hap- 
pens tliat. If one man build and confecrate a temple to> 
folly, another pulls it down. 

Locke, Do you think it beneficial to human forfety, to 
have all temples pulled down ? 

Bay. I cannot fay that I do. 

Locked Yet I find not in your writings any mark of 
diftin<5lion, to fhow us which you mean to fave. 

Bay. A true i^hUofopher, like an in^artial hiftoriaur 
muft be of no fe<S. 

Locle, Is there no medium between the blind zeal of 
a feclary, and a total indiflfference to all religifon \ 

B^y. AVitli regard to morality, I was' not indifferent. 

Loch. Hpw could you then be indifferent with regard 
to the fan(5lions religion gives to morality? how could 
you pi^hiifh what tends fodiredly apd apparently to 
V. eaken in mankind the belief of thofe fan<5Hons ? was not 
tiiif-fucrilicing tlie great intereftsof virtue to the little 
motives of vanity ?* 

Bay. A man may a(^ indifcreetly, but he can^.t da 
wrong, by declaring tliat, which on a full dii5fctiffi<^f' ^'^ 
the quell icn, he fmcerely thinks to be true* ' ^'^ 
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Lode, An enthafiaft, who advances do(fVrmes prejudi- 
ctvil to fociety, cr oppofes any that are iifcful to it, has the 
ftrength of opinion, and the heat of a difturbed imagina- 
tion> to plead in an alleviation of his fiiult. But ycur cool 
head, and found judgment, can have no fuch excufe. I 
t now very well there are parages in all your works, and 
thofe not few, where you Lalk like a rigid moralilh I 
have alfo heard that^ your character was irreproachably 
good. But when, ill the moft laboured parts cf your 
writings, you fap the furefi foundations of all moral du- 
ties ; what avails it that in others> or in the conduct of 
your life, you appeared to refpe^ tlitm ? How many, 
who have ftronger paiCons than you had, and are defirous 
to get rid of the curb that retrains them, will lay hold of 
yourfcepticifm, to fet themfelves loofe from all obliga- 
tions of virtue ! What a misfortune is it- to have made 
fuch a ufe of fuch talents ! It would have been better for 
you and for mankind, if you had been one of the dulled 
of Dutch theologians, or the moft credulous monk in a 
Portuguefe convent. TheYiches of the mind-, like thofe 
of fortune, may be employed fo pervcrfely, as to become 
a. nuifance and peft,inftead of an ornament and fuppert, 
to fociety. 

Bay, You are very fevere upon me. But do you count 
it no- merit, no fervice to mankind, to deliver them from 
thel^auds and -fetters of prieftcraft, fiom the deHriums cf 
fanaticifm, and from the terrors and follies of fuperftition ? 
Confider how much mifchief theie have done to the world ! 
Even in the laft asje, what maffacres, wkat civil wars, 
what con vulfions of government,, what confufion in fociety, , 
did they produce ! Nay, in that we both lived in, though 
much more enlightened than the former, did I. not fee 
them occafion a violent perfecution in my own country ? 
and canyon blame me for ftriking at the root oflhele 
evik ? . - • 

Locke. The root of thefe evils, you well know, was falfe 
religion : but you ftruck at the true. Heaven and hell 
■ are- not more different, than the fyftem of faith I defended, 
and that which produced the horrors of which you fpeak. 
V/b y would you fo fallacioufly confound them togethei* 
ir> -iVirr:^ nf vr^nr -o/rirmorsj that it requires rnuch more 
hii^eiit ^ttcmicu; than ordinary 
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readers have, to feparate them again, and to make the 
proper dilHinflions ? This, indeed, is the great ait of the 
molt celebrated free thinkers. They recommend them- 
felves to warm and ingenuous minds, by Hvely ftrokes of 
wit, and by arguments really ftrong, againft fuperftition, 
entbufiafm, and prieilcraft. But, at the fame time, they 
infidioufly throw the colours of thefe upon the fair face 
of true religion ; and drefs her out in th air garb, with a 
malignant intention to render her odious or defpicable, to 
thoie who have not penetration enough to difcern the im- 
pious fraud. Some of them may have thus deceived 
themfelves, as welV as others. Yet it is certain, no book, 
that ever was written by the moft acute of thefe gentle- 
men, is fo repugnant to prie ft craft, to fpiritual tyranny, 
to allabfurd iiiperftitions, to all that can tend tcdillurb 
or injure foci^y, as that gofpel they £b much affeft to 
defpifc. / 

Bay. Mankind are fo made, that, when they have been 
over heated, they cannot be brought to a proper temper 
again, till they have been over cooled. - My fcepticifm 
might by neceffary, to abate the fever and phrenzy of falfe 
religion. 

Locke. A wife prefcription, indeed, to bring on a/paraly-- 
tlcayftate of the mir^t, (for fuch a fcepticifm as yours is a 
palfy, which deprives the mind of all vigour, and deadens 
its natural and vital powers,) in order to take off a feilfer, ^ 
which temperance, and the milk of the evangelical doc- 
trines, would probably cure ! 

Bay. I acknowledge that thofe medicines have a great 
power. But few doSors apply them untainted with the- 
mixtureoffome harfher drugs, or fome'unfaf<j and ridi- 
culous noftrums of their own. 

Lecke. What you now fay is too true. God has given - 
'OS a moft excellent phyfic for the foul, in. all its difeafes ; 
but bad and interefted phyficians, ©r ignorant and con- 
ceited quacks, adminifter it fo ill to the reft of mankind, 
that much pf the benefit of it is unhappily loft. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

PUBLIC SPEECHES. 
SECTION I, 

' CICEP.O JGAINST VERRJLS. 

JL HE time is come, fathers, when that which ha* 
Ibng been wimed for, towards allay Ino^ the envy your order 
has been fubjeci: to, and removing the* imputationsiagainfl; 
trials, i:sCefiFet5i:uall}^.piit in your power* An rpinion has 
long prevailed, not only here at home, but likewife in 
foreign countries, both dangerous to you, and pernicious 
to the ftate, that, in'profecutions;^ men of wealth are al. 
ways fafe, however clearly convicled. , There is now to* 
be brought upou his trial before you, to the confufion, I 
hope, of thefprepagatorsF of this({land^4T>usi imputation, 
one whofe life and anions condemn him in the opinion cf 
all impartial perfons j but who, according to his own 
reckoning and declared dependence upon his riches, is^al- 
ready/acquitted/; I meanCaius Verres. I demand jui^ 
tice of you, Fathers, upon the robber cf the puWic trea^ 
fury, the oppreifor of Afia Minor and Pamphylia, the 
invader of tlie rights and privileges of Romans, the 
f fcourge fand curfe of Sicily. If that fen' enceis fvafTed upon 
hinJWhich his crimes deferve, your nuthoiity, Fatliers, 
will be venerable and facred in the eyes of the public ; but> 
■if his great riches fhouldjblasjyou in his favour, I Ihall ftill 
gain one point, to' make it apparent to all the world, that 
what was wanting in this cafe, was not a criminal nor a 
(|>rofecutor/ b^t juftice and adequate punilhment. 

To pafs over the iham^ful irregularities of his youth, 
what does his qujcftorfhip, thefird publick employment he, 
held, whi;t does it exhibit, but cne continued fcmie of 
villanies > Cneius Carbo plundered of the publick money 
by his own treafurer, a conful ftiipped and. betrayed, an 
army deferted and reduced to ^vant, a provltjce robbed, 
tiie civil ruid religious rights of a people violat^xl. The 
employment he held in Afia Minor and J?rmphyl»^i) "vhat 
did it produce but the ruin of thofe ccuntTics ? in w]:irh, 
houfes, cities, and temples were robbed L/ him. V/'iut 
was his ccndu(fl in his praetorihip here at hon:e ;' I c r. t]v5 
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j^undered temples, and public works negle<n:ed, that he 
might embezzle the money intended for carrying them on,, 
bear witnefs. How did he dlfcharge the office of a judge t 
Let thofe who fuffered by his injuftice anfwer. But his 
practorfhip in Sicily crowns all his works of wickednefs,. 
and finifhes a lafting monument to his infamy. The mis*^ 
chiefs done by him in that unhappy country, during the. 
three years of his iniquitous adminiftration,are fucb, that 
many years, under the wifeft and heft of praetors, will not 
be fufficieat to reftore things to the condition in which he 
found them : for it is notorious, that, during the time of 
his tyranny, the Sicilians neither enjoyed the protection of 
their own original laws ; of the regulations made for their 
benefit by the Roman fenate, upon their coming under the 
protection of the commonwealth ; nor of the natural and 
unalienable rights of men. His nod has decided all caufes 
in Sicily for thefe three years. And his decifions have 
broken all law, all precedent, all right. The fums he 
has, by arbitrary taxes and unheard of impolitions, extort- 
ed from the induftrious poor, are not to be computed* 
The moft faithful allies of the conmionwealth have been 
treated as enemies. Roman citizens have, like flaves, 
been put to death with tortures. The moft atrocious 
criminals, for money, have been exempted from the dc- 
ferved puniftin^ents ; and men of the moft unexcq^tionj^le 
cliaiaCters, condemned and baniftied unheard. The ipr- 
hours, though fufficiently fortified, and the gates of ftrong 
towns, have been opened to pirates and ravagers. The foU 
diery and failors, belonging to a province under the pro- 
t£<5tion of the commonwealth, have been ftarved to death. 
Whole fleets, to the great detriment of the province, fuf- 
fered to perifti* The ancient monuments of eitlier Sicilian 
or Roman greatnefs, the ftatues of heroes and princes 
havp been carried off ; and the temples ftripped of the im- 
ages. Having, by his iniquitous fefitences, filled the prif- 
ons with the moft induftrious and defervingof the people, 
he then proceeded to order numbers of Roman citizens to 
he ftrangled in the gaols : fo that tlie exclamation, " I am 
a citizen of Rbme !" which has often, in the moft diftast 
regions, and among the moft barbarous people, bpet ^ 
protection, Was of no fervice to them ; but, on the contra*.- 
T-y, broUgkt a fpeedler and more fevere puniihment ii^.oat* 
«i?m. * , 
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I afk now Verres, what thou haft to advance againft this 
^charge ? Wilt thpu pretend to deny it ? Wilt tliou pretend, 
that any thing falfe, that even any thing aggravated, is al- 
ledged againft thee ? Had any princfe, or any ftat3, commit-, 
ted tjie fame outrage againft the privilege of Roman citi* 
. zens, fhould ive not think we had fufficient ground for de- 
manding fatisfiiflion \ What punilhment ought, then, to 
be inflicted ilpon a tyrannical and wicked praetoi:, who 
'dared, at no greater diftance than Sicily, within fight of 
the Italian coaft, to put to the infamous death of crucifir- 
ion, that unfortunate and innocent cjtizen, Pubiius Gavi- 
us Cofanus, only for his having aiferted his -privilege of 
citizenfhip, and declared his intention of appending to tlie 
juftice of his country, againft a cruel oppreilols who had 
unjuftly confined him in prifon at Syracufe, vihence he 
had juft made his efcape ? TI16 unhappy man, arr'efted ^s 
he was going to embark for his native country, is brought 
before thevfcked praetor. f«JVith eyes darting fiiry, and a 
=t:ountenatice diftorted with^uelty, he orders the Jielplefs 
-vicfbim of his rage to be ftripp^d, and rods to be brought ; 
accufing him, but without the leaft'^fliadow of evidence, 
or evenof fufpicion, of having com^to Sicily as a fpy. It 
was in vain that the unhappy man c :ied out, *• I am a Ro- 
man citizen s I have ferved under Lucius Pretius, who is 
noM at Panormus, and will atteft my innocence,'' . The 
bloodthirfty praetor, deaf to all he could urge in his own 
defence ordered the infamous punifhment to be inftifted. 
Thus, fathers, was an innocent Roman citizen publicly 
mangled with fcourging ; whilft the only words he ut- 
tered, amidft his cruel fufferings, were, "lam a Roman cit- 
izen !*' With thefe he hoped to defend^himfelf from violence 
and infamy. But of fo little fervice was this privilege to 
him, that, while he was thus afTei'tirtg his citizenfhip,the or* 
der was given for his execution ; for his execution upon tlie 
crofs ! 

O liberty ! O found ohcd delightful to every Roman 
ear I O facred privilege of Roman citisfenftiip ! once fk- 
cred ! now trampled upon ! But tvhat then ! is it <:ome 
to tliis ? Ihall an infenor magifttate, a govemof , who holds 
his whole power of the Roman people, in a Roman pro- 
vince, within fight of Italy, bind, fcourge, torture with fire 
and red hot plates of iron, and at laft put jto the infamous 
4ieathofthexrofs, a Roma« citizen ^ Shall neitlier the 
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cries of innocence exp'fing agony, nor the tears- of pitfi 
ing fpcdators, nor the majefty pfthe'^oman common- 
wealth, northe fear ofthejuiltceof ht«ountry, reflraitt 
the h'centtous and V^ranton cruelty of a monfter,^'ho, in con^ 
lidence of his riches, ftrikes at the^root of libertyj and fets 
mankind at' defiance. ^^^. > - * "i i^ 

I conclude with exprefflng myhopes^^at your wfdom 
and juflice, fathers, will not, by fuffe^lfc tlie atJ:ft)cious 
. and unexampled infolence of Caius Verr^ to ef^lpe due 
punifhment, leave room to apprehend tlie danger of a to- 
tal fubvedion of authority, and the introdiidion of gene- 
ral anarchy and confufion. 

ClCERO^S ORJTlOtfS* 

SECTION II. 

SPEECH OF ADHEHBAL TO THE KOMAN SEUATE, IMPLQRtlfG 9BEIR PAd* 
7 ECT ION AGAINST JUGURTHA. 

FATHERS ! , • 

It is known to you, that king Micipfa, my father, oH 
his death bed, left in charge to Jugurtha,4iis adopted fbn, 
conjundly with my unfortunate brother Hiempial andmy- 
fclf, the children of his own body, the admihiftration of the 
kingdom of Numidia, direcling us to confider the fenate 
and people of Rome A proprietors of it. He charged us 
to ufe our beft endeavours to be&rviceable to jthe Rcfflpn 
commonwealth ; aifuring us, that yoar protection v^ld 
prove a defence againft all enemies ; and would be: Jnitead 
of armies, fortifications, and treafures. While my brotto 
and I wj^tliinking of nothing but how-to regulate our- 
felKf(*8«cording to the dire<5iions of our deceafed father, 
4?tigurthr», the moft infamous of mankind! breaking through 
all ties of gratitude and of common humanity, and tramp- 
ling on the authority of the Roman ccmmoinvealth, pro- 
cured the murder of my unfortunate brother ; and has driv-* 
en me from my throiie and native country, though he 
knows I inlicrit, from my granJfli'iier MafTinilla, and my^ 
father Micipfa, the fri^ndihip and alliance of tjie Ronia>is» 

ITor a prince to be r <iuced by vi^llany, to ray di!lr^$ful 
circumftances, is calamity enough ;Nbut my misfcrtui^cs - 
are heigh, cned by the confideratlon, that I fipd f/iyft^ * 
obliged to folicit your aiHtlance, fathers, for tht;-ibrvi<^-'. 
done you by my ancedors, n ^: for any I have bedi) ablt* -t^ 
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Vender you in my own per&n. Jugurtha haa^utiftlSutof my 
.power to defervcM^ thing at yoirr handi; '^ and has forced 
me to be-burdenifee, before I could be ufeful to you. And 
yet^iflhad no flea, -biit my undeierved mifery, a orice 
•powerful prince, the defcendant of a race of illuftriouj 
monarchsj- now, without any fault ^of jny own, deftitutfe 
of every f\ippoTt,.and reduced to tf e neceility of begging 
foreign affiftance, againft an enemy who has feized my 
^rone and my kingdom, if my unequalled diftrefles were 
all I had to plead, it would become the greatnefs of the 
Roman commonwealth, to prote^ the injured, and to check 
the triumph of daring wickednefs over helplefs innocence. 
But, to provoke yottr reftntment to the litmoft, Jugurtha 
has driven me from the very dominions^ which die fenate 
•and the pedple of 'Rdme gave to my anceftors ; and, from 
which, my grandfather, and my father, under your um- 
brage expelled Syphax and the Carthageni^ns. Thus, fa- 
rthers, your kindnefs to out family is defeated ; and Jugur- 
itha in injuring me, throws contempt upon you. 

O wtetched prince 1 Oh cruel reverie of fortune! Oh 
•father Micipfa ! is this the confe^ueilce crfthy generofity ^ 
that he, whom thy gOodhefs raifed to ^n equality ^th 
thy >own children:* ftould be thf hfutderer of thy chUdren f 
'^^ft, then, tlie royal botife of Nuniidia always be a fcene of 
havoc attdbldod? WKih Carth?ige remained, We fuffered, Is 
was to be expelled, all forts' dfhardlhips from their hofiiTe 
attacks ; 6w enemy near ; our only -powcrfal ally, the Ro- 
Unan qanm on wealth at a dlftance. When that fcdurge of 
Africa was lio ^bre, we congratulated ourielves on the 
profpedt of eftablifhed peade. But, inftead of peace, behold 
the kingdom of Numidia drehched with royal Wood ! and" 
the only ftlryiving fon of its l^te kiftg, flyit^g from an aSoptr 
led murderer, and feeking that jafety iii foreign part^t 
which hftcanndt Cothmand in his own kit\gdom,^ 

1 Whith^^'Qb. 1 whither (hall I fly ? 1/ 1 return to the royaj 
palace of 1% an^ftoris, my father's throne is feized by* the 
murderer or my brother, ^What chn I there expe^, but 
that Jugurtha fiio'uld haded to imbrue ih rhy blood, thofe 
^mis which are now reeking with my brother's ? If I wet c 
to fty for refuge, or for affiftance, to any other court, from 
^fii?hat fri»ce can thope for protedion, lif the Roman com- 
M ' 

f '.' .' _ .. ■ '-^-^ ■ ■ ■ 
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m6nwealth give xae up ? From my own family or friend* 1 
J have no expe<3ations. My royal father is no more. He 4s 
beyond the reach of violence, and out ^f hearing of the 
j^ comphiints of his unhappy fon. Were my* brother alive^ 
our mutual fympathy would be fome alleviation. But he 
is hurried out of life, in his early youth, by the very band 
•which ihould have been the la(^ to injure any of the royail 
family of Numidia« The bloody Jugurtha has butchered 
all whom he fufpe<^ed to be in TOy intereft. Some haw* 
been deftroyed by the lingering torment of the crofs. Oth- 
ers have been given a prey to wild bcafts ; and their an- 
guifli made the fport of men more cruel than wild beafts. 
If there be any yet alive, they are fhut up in dungeons, 
there to drag out a life more intolerable than death itfel£ 
Looli: down, illuftrious fenators of Rome ! from that 
height of power to which you are Faifed, on the unexam- 
pled diftreflfe:? of a prince, who is, by the cruelty of a 
wicked intruder, become an outcad from all mankind. 
Let n©t the crafty infinuations of him wbo returns mprder 
for adoption,- prejudice your judgment. Do not liften to 
the wretch who has butchered the fbn and relatioos of « 
king, who gave him power to fit on tfie fame throne widi 
his own fons. I have been informed, that he labours by. 
his emifTarieslo preventyt)ur determining any thing againft 
him in his abfence \ pretending that 1 magnify my diftrefsj 
and might, for him, have ftaid in peace in m^own king- 
dom. But, if ever the time coitse», when the dfl^bngeance 
from above sh^ll overtake him, he will then auRb^l^ as I 
do. Then he; who now, hardened in wickednefs^ 1 
over thofe whom his violence has laid Idw,' will, m his 
turn, feel diftrefs, and ftffer for his impious ingratitude to 
my father, and hrs blood-thirfty cruelty to my brother. 
: Oh murdered, butchered brother ! Oh deareft to* my 
heart, now gone for ever from my fight ! but why ihould 
i lament his death ? He is, indeed, deprived of the bleffiid 
light; of h<»veii, of life, and kingiiom at once, fey the vwy " 
perfon who oughc to^have been the* firft to hazard his own 
lite, in defence df any one of Micipfa's famtly; Sut^lt 
tilings arc, my btother is not fo much deprived of tbci<5 
domforts, as delivered from terror, from flight. i««*i' ^fc 
aiad the endlefs train of mifcries \\4iich rendcflj^fe to m#'<i 
burden. He lies fuH low, gored with - woundii and-t^few* 
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mg in his owiv blood. Bbt he lies in peace. He feels 
none of the miferies which rend my foul with agony and 
diftraiflion, while I am fet up a fpecflacle.Lo all mankind, of 
the uncertainty of human affairs. So far from having it 
in my power to punllh his murderer, I am not mafter of 
the means of Tecuring my own life. So far from being ia 
a condition to defend my kingdom from the violence of the 
ufurper, I am obliged to apply for foreign protetlVion for 
my own perfon. ^ \ V/ • 

Fathers ! Senators of Rome 1 the arbiters of nations ! 
to you I fly for refuge from the murderous fury of Jugur- 
♦ha* By your affedlion for your children ; hy your love 
for your country ; by your own virtues ; by the majefty of 
" the Roman commonwealth ; by all that is facred, and all 
that is dear to you, deliver a wretched prince from unde«r 
ferved, unprovoked injury ; and fave the kingdom of Nu- 
midia, which is your own property, from b^ing the ptey of 
violence! ufutfuiticMi^ and cruelty 1 iifuu^r. 

' ' sBCrioNiii. \ ' ^4,y^ 

pi ^rorru lAvi't Fdi«t Dif^fCB #ifPM ri«Tot 4^' Aa&ivrA. 

Agripfa {Mmlio Pattl*, thou art permitted to fpeak for 
ihyfelf. Then Paul ilretcbed forth the hand^rad anfwer-* 
cd for hin^elf. 

I think myfelf happy, king Agrlppa, becaufe I fhall an- 
fwepfor myfelf this day before thee, concerning all the things . 
ii^Mreof I giif accofed by the Jews : efpccially, as I know "^ 
thee toJse expert in ^U cuftoms arid queftions which ^re 
among**me Jews. Wherefore I befeech thee to hear mc 
patently. ; % 4 ^^ A 1 / 

My manner of life from my youth, which was at the firft 
^atnong my own nation at Jeruf;ilgm, know all the Jews 5 
wijo knew me from the beginning, (if they^would teftify,) 
diat afoer the ftraiteft fedt of our religion^ 1 lived a Pliarifee. 
And no'W I ftand and am judged for the hope of the prom- 
ife made by God to pur fehers : to which proraife, our 
twelve tribes, continually lerving God day and night, hope 
no come : and, for this hope's dike, king Agrippa, J am 
accufed by the Jews. • 

• Why fhould it be thought a thirig incredible with you, 
t^t God (kOMldt raife the dead ? Iverily thought with my- 
{^ that I pBgit CD do many things contrary to the niime 
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of Jefos of Nacarelli : and thb I dici in Jerufalem. Many 
of the ikints I flmt tip in prifon, haying received authority 
from the chief pciefts : and when tkgj weve put to death, 
I gave mj roice againft them. And'I oiteiy)unti)ied tl^em, 
2n evtry fynagogue> and compelled fhem to blafpheme v 
and being exceedingly naad againfl them, I per&cuted them 
even onto ftrange cities* But as I went to Damafcus, with- 
authority and commiflion from the chief priefls, at midday,. 
O king f I faw in the way a light from heaven, above the 
hrightnefs of the fun, fhining round about me, and them who 
joomejed with me. And when we were all fallen to the 
earth, I heard a voice fpeaking to me, and iaying, in the* 
Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why periecuteft thou me ? It 
is hard for thee to kick againft the pricks. And I faid, who 
art thou. Lord ? And he replied, I am Jefus whom thoit 
f erfecoteft. But rife, and ftand upoii thy feet : for I have 
appeared to ^ee for this purpqfe, to make thee a minifter, 
and a witnefs both of thefe things, which thou haft feen, an<i 
tit thofe thiegs in which I will appear to thee i dellf eri^e 
thee from the people, andirom the Gemil<i» to whom i 
now fend thee, to open^fl|eir eyes, and to turn them from 
dorkseft to light, and fi-om the power 'of Satan to God ; 
that they may reoefve ibrgivenefs of fins, and inheritance 
amongft them who are fandlified by faith chat is in me. 

Whereupon, O king Ajrrippa ! I was not dfibbedient to 
the heavenly vifion } but mowed firft to them of I>amafcu^ 
and at Jerusalem, and through all the coafts of Judea, and 
then to the Gentiles, that they fhoujd repentt ^nd turn to 
God, and do works meet for repentance. For thefAauips^ 
the Jews caught me in the temple ) and went about to till 
me. Having, however, obtained help from God, I con- 
tinue, to this day, witneffing both to fmall'and great, fay-* 
ing no other things than thofe which the prophets and Mof(8 
declared ihould come : that Chtift {hould fuffer ; that ne 
would be the firft who fhould rife front the dead ; and that 
he would fhow light to the people, and to the Gentiles. 

And as he t!hus fpokeforhinif( 
voice^ ** Paul, thou art bef^e th} 
made thee mad." But he replie 
hie Feftus ; but fpeak the wor 
For the king knoweth thefe thing! 
freely, I am perfuaded that noi 
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den from hhn : for this thing was not done in a corner. 
King Agrippa, believeft thwi. the prophets ? I know that 
thou belkveft. Then Agrippa iaid to Paul, " almoft thoii 
perfuadeft me to be a Chrifliaii." And Paul replied* " I 
would to God^ that not onl^ thou^ but alfo all that hear 
me this day, werehoth aknoft, and altogether fuch as I am, 
eawrept thefe bonds."* acts xxvi. 

SECTION IV.' 

U^KD ]tfA^'SFl£XD*S SF§1BCS 179 IKHS, HOPSS OF fBEBS, X77O, OIT THE BX£d 

POM, PRErSHTWG THE DSUTS OF JUSTICB, BT CLAIMING TH& 

PRiriLEGE OF PASMAMSJfT* 

MY LORDSt 

When I confiderthe importance of this bill to yout lord- 
fhips^ I am not furprifed it has taken up fo much of your 
caonfideratiori. It is a bill, indeed, of no common magni- 
tttde ;, it is no lefs than to take away from two thirds of the 
leigiflative body of this^ great kingdom, certain privileges! 
and immumties of which they have becn^ long poflefifed.* 
Perhaps there is no fituation the h^iman mind can be placed 
in, that is fo difficult and fo trying* as when it is made a 
judge in its own caafe. There is fomething implanted in 
the bread of man fo attached to felf, fo tenacious of privi- 
leges once obtained, that in fuch a fituation, either to dif- 
cufs with impartiality, or decide with juftice, has ever been 
held the fumn^it of all human virtue. The bill now in quef- 
tion puts your lord fliips in this very predicament ; and I • 
doubt not but the wifdom o£ your decifion will convince 
the world, that where felf intereft and juftice are in oppofite 
ibales, the latter will ever preponderate with your lordlhips. 

Privileges have been granted- to legiflators in all ages, ami 
in all countries. The pxn&hQ is foinulpd in wifdom ; and, 
indeed. It is peculiarly e/fential to the conftiiution of- this 
cGFuntry, that the members of both houfes (hould be free i» 
their perfons, in eafes of civil fiiks :-for there ma»y comer a ' 

iflle^even in thp mofl perilous cir- 
and oppreffion, his mind was (reej 
1. Wkh what dignity and eont- 
[ the noble caufe he had efpoufed ; 
ion ate and generous feelings for 
ubiiffie feli^ion by which j^' wa» 
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time when the fafetf and welfare of this ivhoh empire, maf 
depend upon their attendance in paiiiament. I am far from 
advifing any meafure that would in future endanger the 
ilate : but the bill before your lordfhips has, i am con- 
BdenU no fuch tendency ; for it exprefsly fecures the perfbns 
of members of either houfe in all civil fuits. This being the 
cafe, I confefs, when I fee many noble lords, for whofe 
judgment 1 have a very great refped, ftanding xj^ to op- 
pofe a bill which is calculated merely to facilitate the recov- 
ery of juft and legal debts, I am aftoniflied and amazed* 
They, I doubt not, oppofe die bill upon public principles : 
I would not wi(K to infmuate, that nrivate intcreft had the 
leaft weight in their determination. 

The bill has been frequently propofed, and as fre<]^ently 
has mifcarried : but it was always loft in the lower koufe. 
Little did I think, when it had pafTed the commons, thap it 
poffibly could have met with fuch oppofition here. Shall- 
it be Yaid, that you, my lofds, the grand council of the na- 
tion, the higheft judicial and legiflative body of the realm, 
endeavour to evade, by privilege, thofe very laws which 
you enforce on your fellow fubjeds ? Forbid it juftice ! I, 
am fure, were the noble loi4s as well acquainted as 1 am, 
with but half the difficulties and delays occadoned in the 
courts of juftice, under pretence of privilege, they wooW 
not, nay, they could not, oppofe the bill. 

I have waited with patience to" hear what arguments 
might be urged againft the bill ; but 1 have waited in vain \ 
the truth is, there is no argument that can weigh againft it 
The juftice and expediency of the bill are fuch as render it 
felfevidept. It is a proposition of that nature, that can nei- 
ther be weakened by argument, nor entangled with fophif- 
try. Much, indeed, has l>een faid "by fome noble lords, on 
the wifdom of our. anceftors, and how differently they 
thought from us. They not only decreed, that privilege 
fhouid prevent all civil ftuts from proceeding during the fit- 
ting of parliament, but liki^wife granted protection to the 
very fcrvants of members. I (hall fay nothing on the wif- 
dom of our anceftors ; it might perhaps appear invidious r 
tliat* is not neceffary in the prefent cafe. Ifhali onJy 6^» 
that the noble lords, who flatter themfelves witli the;««w^it 
of that reflection, (hould remember, that, as cisotimftamijS 
a!t?r, tb'ngs tlzemfelvcs ftould alien f oroieriyf^ wi<f»?t 
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gladTj avoided^ bad I not been panicicilitrlf pointed at,, for ~ 
the part I hare taken in this bill. -^It has been faid, by a/ 
noble loud on my left hand^^at I Kkcwifc am running the^ 
race of popularity*. If the noble lord nieans by popularity^. 
- thstt applaofe be&owed by after^ges on good and virtuous^ 
a^onsy I have long been ftruggling in that race : to what, 
purpofe, aH-trying time can subne determine. But i£ the - 
nioble kxrd means that mufliroom popularity > which is raifed^ 
Mrtthout naerit, and loft withont a crime, he is much ipif^ 
taken in his opinion. I defy the noble lord to point oiit a^ 
fmgle adion of my lifi?,-in^wliich the popularity of the times • 
ever had the fmalleft infidence on my determinations. I 
thank God I have a more permanent and fteady rule for- 
my condndy the dilates of- mry^ own-breads Thofe who 
have foregone that pleaftngadvifa, and. given up their mind, 
to be the flave of every popular impulfef I fincercly pity i^ 
Ipity them ftiH more, if their vanity leads them to miftake 
the fhont* ot a mob, for the trumpet of fame. Experience 
might inform them^ that many> who have beenfaluted with 
the huxzaa of a crowd one day^ have received their execra- 
tions the next ; and many, who, by the popularity of their' 
times, have been held up as ipotlefs patriots, have, nevertHe- 
lefs, appeared upon the hiftorian*s page, when truth ha$ tri-- 
uraphed over delufion, the afiaflins of liberty. Why tlien. 
the noble lord can think I am ambitious of prefent^ popular- 
ity, that echo of folly, and (hadow of renown, I am at a. 
lo/s to determine. Befides, I do not know that the bill now 
before your lordfhips will be popular : it depends niu<:h: 
upon the caprice of the day. It may not be popular to com- 
pel people to pay their debts ; and, in that cafe, the prefenr 
nwift be a very unpopular bill. It may not be popular nei- 
ther tatskc away any of the privileges, of parliament ; ^for* _ 
1 very well remember, and many of your lordffetps may re*-* 
member, thaj, not long ago, the popular Cry was for tho 
extenfion of privilege ; and fo far did they cairry it aC that 
time, that it was faieU the privilege proteded member^ ^vexi 
in (iraninal a<5Hons ; nay, iuch. was Ae power of pjopular 
pre)udiceaover weak mhida, that the very da:i'fiobs eii^m^ 
©fthe^ courts were tinctured with that do€triae. ittwdf iinh* . 
dpijbtedly an abominable d^<5:nne ;^ I thougkr f^ theA, ^^^ii^&^ 
I think fo ftill ; but, neverthelefs, it was a popular ifcsa:Viri^^- 
^ic3^neiimh^8i»tel^ ^»jtot))ofei/dlo are4caii0d«tbt!£ridij|fc^ '■ 
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rf liberty ; how defenr^dly* lime will fliovr. True liberty^ 

in my opinion* caiv only exift when jufticc is equally admki- 

iftercd to all j to the king Rnd to the beggar. Where h 

the jufticc thcB, or wheie is the law that protefts a membei? 

of parliament more than any other man, from the pyniAf 

znent due to his crimes ? The Uws of this country ail5ow of 

no place, nor any employment to be a fanfluary ^r crimes ; 

and whepe I have the honour to fit as judge, neither royjj 

fevour, nor popular appUufe, Ihall ever protect the guilty. 

I have now only to beg pardon for having employed fo 

xmich of your lordftips' time ; and I am forry a biU» fraught 

with fo many good aonfeq^Uences, has not i^iet with an abler 

advocate ; but l doubt not your lordfl\ips' dctennination 

will convince the world, thata bUi, calculated to conuibu!;^ 

to much td the equal difh-ibution of judice as the pirefeat^ 

quires with yoi;ir lordAWps. b^t very little fuppor^. 

SECTION V. 

J» wUMBMM ro rWifQ kMtMW$» 

I IwTBNDy in tbia addrefs, to (how you the importance 
of begim)iiig early to give fcrious attention to your conduA. 
As foon as you are capable of refledion, you mu(^ per« 
ceive that there is a right and a vnonp;, in human a^ons. 
You fee, that thofe who are horn with the £»ine advan- 
tages of fortune, are not all equally profjperous in the 
courfe of life. While fome of them, by wife and fteady 
condud, attain diftin^ion in the world, and pafs th^ir daya 
with comfort and honour ; odiers, of the fame rank, by 
mean and vicious behaviour, forfeit the advaxiitages of 
their btrtb j involve themfelves in much mifery ; smd end 
in being a diigrace to their friends, and a burden on fp- 
ciety. Early, then, may you learn, that it is nqt on the 
external condition in which you find yourfelves placed, but 
on the part which you are to a^, that your welfare or un- 
happinefs, your honour or infamy, depends. Now, when 
beginning to a£t that part, what can be of greater moment* 
than to regulate your plan of condudl with the mod feriou;^ 
attention, before you. have yet committed any fataj^ 6t 
hretrievabk errors ? If inftead of exerting refleftifjfti for 
Ah valuable purpole, you deliver yourfelves up, at fi> 
critical a time, to fl€>th and pleafure ; if you lefufe to Kften 
ts^i^ councilor but hwmour, or to aitend to any fvxfm 
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except that of amuftment ; If.yoe allow yoarfelTes to 
float loofe and carekfs on the tide of life, ready to receive 
any direftion whidi the current of fafhion may chance ta 
give you J. what can you cjtp^d to follow from fuch. be- 
ginnijig^ ? While fo many around you are undergoing the 
iad confequenees of a like indifcretion, for what reafoa 
ihall not thofe confeqtle»ces exteiKi to you ? Shall you ac-» 
tain fuccefs without that preparationi and efcape dangers 
n^ithout that precaution which is required of others ^ 
Shall happinefi grow up to you, of ks own accord, and- 
Iblicit your acceptance^ when» to the reft of mankind, it is 
the fruit of long cultivation, and the acquifitiort of labour, 
and care ? Deceive not yourfelvcs with fuch arrogant 
hopejr* Whatever be your raafc. Providence will not, for 
5^>ur>ikc, reverfe its eftablilhed order. The Author of 
your bekig hath enjoined you to •* take Iwedto ypuR 
^vays4 to ponder tlie paths cf 3n)ur feet ; to remember 
your Creator in the days of your youth.** He hath tie- 
creed, that thty only " who feck after mfdom, fljall find^ 
ki that foolt fttali be affiiaeid, bocauf» of tieir tntn^nf- 
fiont $ and that whoever refaftth inftra^on^ tbsXi dfiftTOf 
hu own. fooL*' By Uftening to tkeh adanooicions, ans 
ttrnperbg the vivacity erf youth whh a proper mixtox*- cS 
ferioos tmH^tght^ yott may enfure cheerfalneft for the reft 
«f life:; but by <telivering yourfrltcs up at pnefent to-gid- 
diaefe and levity, you lay the foiKidatsoQ ©f laiHng heavi* 
«f6 of h«art4T' 

When you look* forwanl to th&€t plans of li^ whkb^^^ 
€iitlier ycaar circumftanoes have lUggefted, or your friends^^ 
kavspropofed, you will not hefitate to acfenowled^, that* 
in ondier to purfi^ them with advantage,, fbmc previous- 
<^ipline is requidtc Bie affiired, that whatever is tobe- 
your profeflion, no education is more neceffary to your 
itecds^ than the acquirement of virtuous difpoAtion* and^ 
habits. This is the UKiverfal preparation for every char- 
ator, and ©very ftation in life. Bad as the world is» 
refpedr is always paid to virtue. In the ufual ooutfe- 
of human aflFairs, it will be found, that a plain- under- 
ftaiiding, joined with acknowledged worthy contribtftel- 
»ore to profperity, than the brighteft parts . without prrfb* 
ky or honour. Whether fcience or bufihefs^ or p^^ 
life,'beyi3ut«im, virtue ftill, enters, for a- princ4pifcl Jlif#^ 
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of nature^ afieds theprodu^onsof what is next incourfe $ 
to, in human life, every period of oar age, according a$ it 
is well or ill fytnif influences the happinefs of that which 
is to follow. Virtuous youth gradually bdi^s forward 
aceoRiplifhed and flouriihing manhood ; and fuch man- 
hood pafTes of itfelf, without uneafinefs into reipe^able and 
tranquil old age. But when nature is turned out of its 
regular courfe, diforder takes place in the moral, juft as in 
die vegetable world. If the fpring put forth no bloffoms, 
in fummer there will be no beauty^ and in a^tumn» no 
iruit : fOf if youth be trifled away without improvement^ 
-manhood will probably be contemptible, and old age mif^ 
erable. If the beginnings of life have been " vanity," its 
latter end can Scarcely be any other than " vexation of 
%Hrit." 

I fhall finifli this addrefs, with calling youV attention td 
; that dependence on the bleffing of heaven, which, amidft 
'gjl your ehdeavouft after improvement, you oug^t contin- 
ually to prefcnrc. It is too c6mmon with the young, even 
when they tcfolve to tread the path of virtue and 
honour, to iet <mt with prcfumptuous confidence in them- 
fclvcs. IVufting to their x>wn abilities for carrying them 
fuccefsfully through life, they are careless of apf^ying to 
God, (h' oF deriving any affiftance from what they are apt 
to reckon the glbon^y difqpUne of religion, ^las ! hoi^ 
littk do they know the dangers wMich await them i Nei- 
ther human wifdom, nor human virtiic, Qnfupported by 
religion, is equal to the trying fituations ^rch often occur . 
in life. By the fhock of temptation, how iVe^uently have 
the moft virtUoils intentions been oveiiJirown ? Under thc^ 
preflure of difafter, how often has the gt^ateft cbnftancy 
funk I " evei-y good, and every perfcdl gift, is from above.** 
Wifdom and vihirc, as well as " ric&esand honour, com^ 
fr<mi God." Deftitute -of his favouir, you are in no better 
fitiiiMionj wi4 all your boafted abilities, than orphans left 
to wander in a tracklefs defert, without any guide t^ cdrt^ 
du6t thenn or any fhelter to cover tiiein frotn'thc gather- 
ing fl^orm. Gorrefl:, then, this illlbunded irroganiec* IB*- 
pe<5l not, that your happinefs can be independent <rf Him? 
who made youth. By faith and repentance, appj^-toit^ 
Redeemer of the world. By piety and prayierl" %t)i<i 
protedion of the God of heaven* i conclude ^kl|(:|' 
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folemn words, in ^ich a great prince delivered his dying 
charge to his fon ; words which ever)' young perfon ought 
to confider as addrefled to himfelf, and to engrave deeplv 
on his heart: " Solomon, my fon, know thou the God of 
thy fathers ; and ferve him with a perfed heart, and with 
a willing pmind. For the Lord fcarchcs all hearts, and 
underftandeth all the imaginations of jllie -thoughts. If 
t^ou feek him, he will be found of thee j but if thou for- 
fake him, he will caft thee off for ever.*' buir. 



CHAP. IX. 
mOMISCI^OUS PIECES. 
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MJOLTHSPAJUi AT CALABMJA, IN TSM TRJLK 1638. 



^ ft 



n 



■~ -LXN account of thi$ dreadfiil earth quake, is'given by 
the celebrated Fathex Kircher. It happened whilft he was 
on his journey to vifit Mount \^tna, and the reft of the 
wonders that lie towards die fduth of Italy. Kircher is 
confidp^ed, by fcholars, as one of the greateft prodigies of 
learning. * * v 

«« Having hired a boat, in company with four more, 
(two friars of the Otder of St. Francis, ahd two fecuhrs,) 
we launched, from 'the harboUr rf Meflini, in Sicily ; and 
arrived, the fame day, at the prortiontory of i^elorus. Our 
deftination was for the city of Eupb^iiiia, in ealabria ^ 
where we hadfome bufihefs to tranfajfl ; and where we dc- 
figned to tarry for fome time. . However, Providence 
ieemed willing to crofs our defign ; for we ^V^i-e oWiged to 
continiie three days at Pelorus, on account of* the weather ; 
fend tliough we often put out to fea, yet we were as oftai 
driven back. At length, wearied with the delay, i?ste rc- 
folved to profecUte oUr voyage ; and, although the fea 
feemed more than ufiially agitated, we Ventured forward. 
The gttlf of Cfaarybdis, which vi'e approached, feciw?d 
-whirled round in fuch a manner, as to form a vaft lK>ili>\v, 
Vergifi^ to a point in the centre. Proc^edinff onward, ajad . 
turftit^rtjy eyes to iEtna, Ifaw it caft forth large volumes 
df fm^, 9f moantainoas fizes, which entirely carered the 
-N 
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iflandjand blotted out the very fhoresfrom my view. This, 
together vith the dreadful nolfe, and the fulphuroiis ftench 
\vhich was ftrongly perceived, filled me with apprchen- 
fions, tJiat fame more dreadful calamity was impending* 
'^lie fea itfclf Teemed to wear a very iiiniRial appearance ^ 
they who have ften a lake4n a violent Shower ot rain; cov- 
ered all over with bubbles, will conceive fome idea of ks 
agitations. My furprifc was dill increafed by the calmnefs 
and fercnity of the weather ; not a breeze, BOt a cloud, 
which might be fuppofcd to put all nature thus into motion. 
1 iKerefore warned my companions, that an earthquake 
was approaching ; and after fome time making Tor the 
fhore, with all poffible diligence, Ave landed at Tropaea, 
happy and thankful for Laving efcaped the threatening 
dangers of the fea," 

** But our triumphs at land were of fhort duration ; for 
we hadJcaroely arrived at the Jcfuit's College, in that city, 
'w4ien our ears were ilunned with a horrid found, refembling 
that of an infinite nurafber of chariots, driven fiercely for- 
ward ; the wheels rattling, and the. thongs cracking.' Sooif 
after tliis a m«ft dreadful earthquake enfucd ; fo that the 
whole trad upon which we ftood, fireihed to vibrate, aft i£ 
we were in the fcale of a balance, that continued wavering. 
This motion, however, foon grew more violent ; and being 
no longer able to keep my legs, I was thrdwn proftrate upon 
the ground* In the mean time, the univtHal ruin round me 
redoubled my amazement. The crartwof falling houfes, 
the tottering of towers, and the groaps c£ the dying, all 
contributed to raifc my terror and defpatr. On every fide 
of me, I f.iw nothing but a fcene of ruin ; and danger 
threatening wherever I ihould fly. I commended myfelf 
to God, as my lad great rcf«ge. At that hour, O how 
vain was every fablunary happinefs ! Wealth, honour, em- 
pire, wifdom, all mere ufclefs ibunds, and as em^ty as the 
bubbles of the deep ! Juft ftanding on the threflioldof eter- 
nlty, nothing but God was my pleafure ; and the nearer I 
approached, lonly loved him the more. After fome time, 
however, finding that I remained unhurt, amidfi: the gener- 
al concudion, I refolved to venture for fiifety ; 3n4» ^^^i* 
ning as fail as I could, I reached tlie (bore, bl^ almoft 
terrnicd out of my reafon. 1 did not fearch long here, till 
r found the boat la wljich I ha i landed; and my cojjipan* 
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ions alfo, whofe terrors were even greater than mine. Our 
Hjeeting was not of* that kind, where every cne is defjrous 
of telling his own happy elbape ; it was ail fiience. and a 
gloomy dread of impending terrors." 

" Leaving this feat of defolation^ we profecutcd our 
voyage along the coaft ; and the reit day came to Rn- 
chetlkt, wh-ere we landed, al^ovtgh tlie earth flill continued 
in violent agitations. But we had fcarcely arrived at our 
inn, when we were once mofe obliged to rttum to the boat ; 
and, ill about half an hour, we faw the greater part of the 
town, and the inn at which we had fti up, dallied !o the 
ground, and burying the inhabitants beneath the ruins." 

" In this rrianner, proceeding onward in our little 
vefTcI, finding no fafety at land, and yet, from the fmall- 
ncfs of cur boat, having but a very c^:-ngcroas continuance 
'at fea, we at length lauded at Lopi^tium, a calUe mid- 
way betVveen Tropara and Euphjemia, the city to \\hich, 
a« I faid before, we were bound. Here, wherever I 
turwct my eyes, notliing but fcencs of ruin and horror ap- 
peared I towns afidcaftles levelled to the ground ; Strom- 
balo, though at fixty miles diftance, belching forth flames 
in an unufual manner, and with a nglfe which I could dif- 
tin^ly hear. But my attciuion was quickly turned from 
more remote, to contiguous danger. The rumbling found 
of an approaching earthquake, which we by this time wiere 
grown acquainted^ with, alarmed us for the confequences ; 
it every moment ftemed to grow louder, and to approach 
nearer. The place on which we ftood now began to ihake 
mofl dreadfully ; fo that being unahle to (land, my co>n- 
panionsand I ca4ight hold of whatever fhrub grewr4ext to 
us and fopported ourfelves in that manner." 

" After fome time, this violent paioxyfm ceafing, We 
again (Vood up, in order to profecute our voyage to Eupha?- 
mia, which lay within fight. In the mean time, while we were* 
preparing for this purpofe, I turned my eyes towards, the 
city, but could fee only a frightful dark cloudy that {eerDcd 
to reft upon the place. This the more furpriledus, as the 
weather was fo very ferene. ' We waited, therefore, till the 
ckynd had paifed away : then turning to look for the city, 
it was totally funk. Wonderful to tell ! nothing tut a 
difliial mid putrid lake was feen where it Rood. We look- 
ed af^iit to find fome one tbit could telllisof its fad ^.a- 
ta^raph2> but could fee no perfoU. All was become a. 
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raclanchdly folltude ; a fcene of hideous defolation. Thus 
proceeding ptnCivdy along, in quell of fome human being 
that could give us a little informatian, we at length faw a 
hoy fitting by tlie fiiore, and appearing ftupiHed with ter- 
ror. Of liim, therefore, we inquired concerning the fate 
of the city ; but he could not be prevailed on to give us an 
anfwcr. We entreated him, with every expreflion often- 
dcmefs and pity, to tell us ; but his fcnfes were quiie wrapt 
up in the contemplation o£ the dt^nger he had efcaped. 
We offered him fome vi(Jluals, but he fecifeed to loathe the 
light. We ftill perfifted in our offices of kindnefs ; but 
he only pointed to the place of the city, like one out of his 
lenfes; and then running up into the woods, was never heard . 
of after. Such was the fate of the city of Euphsemia : and 
as we continued our melancholy courfe along the fhore, the 
whole coaft, for the fpace of two hundred miles, prefented 
uothine but the rema'ms of cities i and men fcatteredy with- 
out a nabttattoni over the Helds. Proceeding thus along, 
we at length ended our diftrefsful voyage, by arrivmg at 
Naples, after having efcaped a tfeoufaua dangers both at 
fei and land.'* ooiMsuiTU^ 

SECTION n. 

ISmiK FROM FLINT tO GKMINIU8. 

I>o we not fometimes obferve a fort of people, who 
though they are themfelves under the abjeft dominion 6f 
every vice, (how a kind of malicious refentment agamft 
lh5??^rrprs of others ; and are moft fevtre upon thofe whom 
thk^. r^pa rafemWe ? yet, furely a lenity of difbofition, 
even i^^erfons who have the leaft occafion for clemency 
themf^es, is of all virtues the raoft becoming. 'The 
btgbelt of all charai5lers, in my eftimation, is his, who is ' 
as ready to pardon the errors of mankind, as if he were 
every day guilty of fome himfelf ; and, at the fame time, 
as cautious of committing a fault, as if be never forgave " 
one. Tt is a rule then which we fhould, upon all occar 
fionsj both private and public, moft religioufly obferye ; 
** to h^ inexorable to our own failings, while we treat thofe 
of the red of the world with tendemefs, not exc^tjng 
i;ven fuch as forgive none but themfelves.** 

I fiiall, perhaps, be afked, who it is that has given pk* 
cafion to thefe refl«ftiom. Know then that a certain p^^ 
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fon lately, but of that when we meet, tlipljgU, tippn ftc- 
ond thoughts, not even then ; left, whilLr I condennn/and 
cxpofe his condiid, I ihould a(5l coimtef to th^t njiaxim I 
particularly recommend. Whoever therefore, an^ what- 
ever he is, Ihall remain in filepce : for though the^e may 
befome ufe, perhaps, in fitting a mark |upon the min, for: 
the fake ofexaiople, there will be rcore,VJiowever, in fpar- 
ing hi^> for the fake of humanity. Farewell. 

i » , M£LMOTH*S FI-INT, 

^ y S '^ SECTION HI y^yjy\ 

hWLtUK MMXM PlIKT TO MJRCELLmUSf ON THE DE^ZU OM AN AXUBt^ 
^ y ^ . rOUNG WOMAN, y ^^^ \ I'* 

I WRITE this under the utrooft oppreffion of forrow : the 
youngcft daughter of my friend Fundanns is dead ! Never 
furely wa$ there a noore agreeable, and more amiable 
young perfon;^ or one who better defer ved to have' enjoyed 
a long, I bad-^lmoft fald, an immortal life ! She had all 
the wifdotTJ of age> and difcretion of a nnatron, joined with 
yoiuhful fweetne& and virgin modefty* With v. hat an en- 
gaging fbndnefs did (h£ behave to her father \ How kindly 
and refpe<9fully receive his friends J Kow affitiflionately 
treat all thofe who, in iheir tefpc^ive office?^ had the care 
and educatior^ of her ! She employed much of her time, 
in.i^eading, in which fhe difcovered great ftrength of judg-. 
ment ; fhe indulged lierfelf in few diver fions, and thofe 
with much caution. With- wliat forbearance, witli what 
patiencCr with what courage did ihe endure hei* laft illncfs \ 
^ht complied witli all the diretflions ©f hev phyQcians ; f^e 
encouraged hex? fifter, and her father v i^rtd* when all he^ 
ftrength of body was exhawft^,. fupported herfelf by the 
. fingle vigour of her mind. That, indeed^ continued, even 
to her laft moments^ unbroken by the pain of along ill- 
nefs, or the teirors of approaching death ;. and it is a re- 
fieilion which makes the Ipfs of her fo much the more to 
be lamented. A lofs infinitely fevere ! and more fevere 
by the particular conjuniflure in which it happened ! She 
was con traced to a. moil worthy youth ; the wrdding day 
was fixed, and we were all invited. How fad a change 
, from, the bigheft joy, tp the deepeft- forrow ! How (InUl I 
exprcfs the wound that pierced nsy heart, when I heard 
FaHdanus himfelf, (as grief is ever finding out ctrcumftan- 
f^s to aggravate its affli^ion,) ordering the money he 1q»A 
N « 
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defigned to lay out upon clothes and jewels for her mar«^ 
riage, to be employed in inyrrfi and fpices for her ftineral ? 
He is a man of great learning and good fenfe^ who ha$ 
applied himfelf, from his earlieft youth, to the nobleft and 
moft elevated ftudies i but all thc^ maxiroi of fortitudey 
which he has received from booki, or advanced himfclf, 
he now abfolutely rejcfts ; and every other virtue of his 
heart gives place to all a parent\tendemcfs. We Ihall 
excufe, we (hall even approve his {6tj\>'w^ wkcn ^we con- 
fider what be l^as loft. He has loft a craughter who re- 
fembled hfm in his manners, as well as his pjerfoh ; and 
exactly copiditl out all her father. If bis ivielid Ma^tellinui- 
ihall think proper to 'write to hiin, upon the fobje^ of fo 
reafbnabk a grief, let me remind him not to ufe the rougher 
arguments of confolation, and fueh as feem to carry a fort 
<}f reproof with them ; but thofe of kind atid fympathifing 
hunpanity. Tiiiie will render him tnore open to the dic» . 
fates of rfeafon ; for as a frelh wound ihrinks back from the 
hand of the ibrgeoh, but by degrees fubmits to, and even 
requires the means of hs cure ; fo a mind, under the firft 
impreftloii of a misfortune, fhuns and rejedi all arguments 
of confolatk)n ; bttt at length, if applied with tendemtfe," 
fcalmly and Willingly acqutefces m them. ^ Farewell. 

MMLMOTa*S PlfNT. 

fiECTIOi|lV. '' i 

rt HAVE often thought, if the mind^ of roeii were laid . 

' open, we fbould fee but little difference between that of 
the wife man, atid that of the fool. 

There are infinite reveries, nuiViberlers extravagances^ 
and'afucceffionbf vanities. Which pafs through both. The 
great difference is, that the firft knows how to pick and 
ciill his thoughts for cohveHation, by fupprefling fome§ 
arid communicating others ; whcteas the other lets tliem 
all indifferehtly .^j otit in words. This foit of difcretion, 
tewiever, has no place ixi private conVeHation between In- 
tiiiiatfe. friends. On fuch occaftbns, the wifeft men very 
often talk like the weakeft $ for itideed talking witli a 
^friend is nothing elfe than thinking aioud, ■ ^ - 

V vCi'Tully has tncrcfore very juftly expofed a pr^ept, de^ - 
* by £omt anticnt writeis. That a man fluDc^ Jfitt- 
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"^ith bis enemy in fach a manner, as might leave l)im room 
to become his friend ; and with his friend, in &ch a man<» 
neri that, if he became his enemy^ tt ffaonld not be in his 
power to hurt Wnnt. The firft part of this rule, which re- 
gards ooK behaviout towards aft enemy, is indeed very 
reafbnable, as well as very prudential ; but the latter part 
of it, which regards our behaviour towards a friend, favours 
more of cunning than of ^ifcretion ; and would cut a man 
t^ from the greatf ft pleafures of life, which are the free- 
doms ofconverfation with a bofom friend. Befides that. 
When a ftiend is turned into an enemy, the world is jufi 
enotigh to accu& the perfidioufnefs of the ff rendy rather 
than the indifcretion of the perfop who confided in him. 

Difcretion does not only fhow it/elf in words, but in all 
the circufhftances of a^ion ; And is like an under agent of 
Providence, to giitde and dire^ us in the ordinary concerns 
of life. 

There ate many iDote Ihining cpialittes in the mind of 
tdan, but there is none fo ufefui as difcittion. It is this^ 
indeed, which gives a value to all the reft ; which fetit 
them at work in their proper times and places ; and tumd 
them to the advantage of the perfon who is pofleffed of 
them. Without it, le^^ng is pedantry^ and wit imperti- 
nence ; virtue itfelf looks like weaknefs ; the heft parts only 
(qualify a than to be more fp^ghtl}r itufftrors, and adUye 
to his own prejudice. ^\ ^' f **\ 

Difcretion does hot ohly tnakei nian'the mailer of his 
own parts, but of other raea*s. The diftreet man finds out 
the talents of thofe he converfes with ; and knows how to 
apply them to proper ufes. Accordingly, if we look ii^o 
particular communities and divifions of men, we may 6b^ 
ferve, that it is the difcreet man, not the witty, nor the 
learned^ nor the brave, who guides the converiation, and 
gives meaAires to tjie fociety. A man with great talents, 
but void of difcretion, is like Polyphemus in the fable, 
' ili>ong and blbd ; endued with an irrefift^le force, which, 
for want of fight, is of fto ufe to hun. ^ $ 

Though a man have all other perfe€Ht>ftSj and want dif- 
ttetion, he will be of no great confeqaence in the world ; 
but If ^ have this fingJe talent in perfeaion, al^dbuta 
tommop ihare of others, he may do what he pleafes ia 
i»^:p«itietibr ftat40ii of life. 
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At the fame time that I think difcretion the moft ufefal 
talent a maa can be tnafter of, I look upon cunning to be 
the accompli Himent of little, meaa, 4Jngcnerous minds. 
Difcretion points out the nobleft ends to us ; and purfues^ 
the moil proper and laudable methods of attaining them ; 
cunning has onlf private, felfifh arms : and Aicks at nothing 
which may make them fuccecd. Dlftsretionha^ large and 
^<^ztended views ; and, Hke a weMormcd eye, commands a 
'Whole horizon : cunning ts a kind of Ihort-fightedncfs, 
that difcovers the minuted ob}e<as which are near at hand^ 
Init is not able to difcern things at a diftance, Difcretion,, 
the more tt is diieovercd, gives a greater authority to the 
l^erfon who pofTtfres it 4 cunning, when it \s onc^ dete<fted,. 
Ibfcs its force, and makes h man' incapabW of- bringing 
about even thofe events w\ch he might have ^done, had 
be pitfled only for a plain man. Dificretion i«-the perfedlion 
of reafon ; and a guide to us in all the duties of life : cun*i 
ntng is a kind of iniHn<ft, thait only looks out after our im^ 
mediate intcreft and welfi»re. l Difcrelion is ©nly found in 
men of ftrong fenfe and good undcrdandings ; ctwining is- 
often to be met with in brutes thesafelves j and in perfons> 
who are but th^ feweft removes^ from them. In fiiort^ 
cunning is only the mimic of di^retion ;. and it may paf$ 
upon weak men, in the fame manner as vivacity is cft€» 
miftaken for wit, anji gravity, for wifdom. - 

The cait of miod which is natural to a difcreet maflt 
makes him look forward into ^uuiity, and coiifidcx what 
ViU be his condition millions, of ages ben^j^t as. well as 
what it is at prefent. He knows tliac the mifery or happl^ 
«iefs which is referved for him in another world, loie> 
nothing of its reality by bekig placed at f#great a diftancc 
from him. The obje<fts d<> not aj^pear li«le to him bec^fe 
they are remote^ He confiders, tbitt th^ pkafures andt 
pains whick lie hid la eterliity, approach nearer to hint 
«very' moment ; and will be prefent with-him in their full 
, weight and me^afuf^i, as much as tlK^e pains and* plei»fur«: 
" which he feels at this very inftant. For this rca&n, he is 
careful to fecure to himfelf that which is the proper hap- 
pinefs of his nature,, and the ultimate defign off. his be}ag' 
He cairies, his thoughts ^o the end of ev^y SL6i\<ip' ; ^4 
.«onfidersthe moft tliftant, as tfell as the moit i%mediat/e: 
«ie^ of it. H(5 A»f erfedes cxery Jit£l« ]^%e<ft of ^ 
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and advantage which offers ufelf here, if he does not find 
it confident with his views of an hereafter. In a word, his 
hopes are full of immortality ; his fchcnqes are large and 
glorious ; and his conduct fuitable to one who knows hia 
true intcrcft, and how to purfue it by proper methods, 

SECTION V. ^^ ^ . 

OJf rnS. GOVERNMENT OP OtfR THOUGUTS, X' 

* A MULTITUDE of cafes occur, in which we are no lefs 
accountable for what we think, than for what we do. 

As, firft, when the introdudlion of any train of thought 
depends upon ourfelves, and is our voluntary adi ; by turn- 
ing our attention towards fuch ohjeds, awakening fuch 
paiHons, or engaging in fuch employments, as we know 
mufl give a peculiar determination to our thoughts. Next 
when thoughts, by whatever accident they may have been 
originally ibggededt are indulged with deliberation and 
complacency. Though the mind has been paffive in their 
reception, andi therefore, free from blame ; yet if they be 
a^ive in their continuance, the guilt becomes its own. 
They may have intruded at firft, like unbidden guefts ; but 
if when entered, they are made welcome, and kindly enter* 
tained, the cafe is the fame as if they had l>«en invited from 
the beginning* If we be thus accountable to God for 
thoughts either voluntarily hvtroduced, or deliberately in-* 
dulged, we are no lefs fo, jp the laft place, for thofe which 
find adniittancc into our hearts from fupine negligence, 
from total relaxation of attention, from allowing our imag- 
ination to rove with entire licence, " like the eyes of 
the fool, towaills the ends of the earth." Our minds 
are, in this cafe, thrown open to folly and vanity. T^ey are 
proflituted to every evil thing which pleafes to take pof-. 
fcffion. The confequences mud all be charged to our ac- 
count ; and in vain we plead excufe from human infirmity. 
Hence it appears, that* the great obje<ft at which we are to 
aim in governing our thoughts, is, to take the moft ef- 
fedual mcafures far preventing the introdudlion of fuch as 
are finful, and for haftenlng their expulfion, if they ftiall 
hive introduced themfelves without confent of the will. 

But when we defcend into our breafts, and examine how 
far wc have ftudied to keep this obje<a In view, who can tell. 
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•• how oft he hat!) offended V In no pi tide of religion or 
morals are men mere culpably remifs, thin in the unreilrain- 
cd indulgence iliey give to fancy ; und that too, for the 
JDoft par:, without rcmorfer. Siiice tlie tinie that- rewfoa 
began to exert h?r powers, thought, during our waking 
}k>ursy has been aftlvc in every breaft, without a moment's 
fufpenfiOTi or paufe. The current of ideas has been always- 
ffowing.* , The wheels of the fpiritiial engine Ivave circulate 
•cd with perpetual m.oiion. JLet me afk, what- has been 
ihe fruit of tJiis inceffant aflivity w iih the gTe;iter part d{ 
mankind ? Of ihe innumerable hoars that have been enh. 
ployed in thought, how few ^ave marked with any pcrmu- 
nent or ulefuA tfleit ? How many have eiilier palfcd away 
in idle dreams j or have been abandoned to anxious dijcon- 
tentcd mufings, to unfoci-,.! and malignant paiiions, or to 
irregular and criminal defircs ? Had I poxver to lay open 
that (lore hcTife of initpiiy which the hearts of too many 
conceal ; cou-ld I draw out and re.Kl t© thetn a Itft of ail- 
the imapinations tiiey have dcvifed» an<i all the paflions ihe^ 
have indulged in fecrct ; what a pi€^ure of men fliowld I 
prefent to themfelvcs ! What crimes would they appear ta 
have perpetrated in fccrecy, which to thchr mod intimate 
companions they durd not reveal ! 

Even when men imagine their thou-g^ts tabe innocently 
employed, they too commonly ftfffer ihem to run out into^ 
extravagant imaginations, and chimerical phms of what they 
would wi(h to attain, or choofe to be, if tliey could frame 
the conrfe of things according to their defire. Though 
fach employmentsof fancy coracnot under the fame defcrip- 
tion witli thofe which are plainly criminal, yet wholly utt- 
blameable tkey feldom are. Befidcsthewaffe of time which 
they occafiCMi, and the mifapplication which they indicate 
of thofe intellectual powers that were given to us for much 
nobler purpofes, fuch romantic fi>eculations lead us always 
into the neighbourhood of forbidden regions. They place 
us on dangerous ground. They are £ov the mod part con- 
ne<5led with fome one bad paffiou ; and they always nourlfh 
a giddy and frivolous turn of thought. They unfit th^, 
muid for aj>plying with vigour to rational purfuits, or for 
acquiefcing in fobcr plans of conduift. From thatide*] 
world in whiich it allows itfelf to dwell, it returns^to th^ 
commerce of jq^en, unbeat and reia»ed> fickly and Uiiate^. 
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^verfe to difcharging the duties, and fometiroes difquafi- 
iied even for relilbing the pleafures, of ordinary life. 

SECTION VI. 

02*- TUB EVILS ttmCH FLfW, FR03I VITRESTRAINED PASSIONS, 

When man revolted from his Maker, his paflions lebel- 
led againft himfelf ; and, from being originally the minif- 
ters of reafoti, hav^ become the tyrants of the fouj. Hende^ 
'in treating of this fiibjeA, two things may be affumed as 
principles ; Bitk^ that throogh the prefent wcaknefs of the 
underftanding, our paflions are often dirwfled towards im- 
proper objedls ; and next, thiat even when their diredion is 
juft, and their obje<5ls are innocent, they perpetually tend to 
I un into excefs ; they always hurry us towards their grati- 
fication, with a blind and dangerous impetuofity. On thefe 
two points then turns the whole government of oar paflions : 
iirft, to afcertain the proper objects of their purfuit ; an4 
next, to reflrain them in that purfuit, when they would 
carry us beyond the boimds of reafon. If there be any 
piflion which intrudes itfelf unfeafonably into our miad, 
which darkens and troubles our judgment, or habitually 
difcompofes our temper ; which unfits us for properly dit 
charging the duties, or difqualifies us for cheerfully enjoy- 
ing the comforts of life, we may certainly conclude it to 
have gained a dangerous afcendant. The great obje<5k which 
we ought-to propofe to ourfelves is, to acquire a firm and 
fteadfaft mind, which the infatuation of pafl!ion fhail notfe- 
duce, nor its violence (hake ; which refting on fixed principles* 
(hall, in the midft of contending emotions, remain free, and 
mafter of itfelf ; able to liften calmly to the voice of con- 
science, and prepared to obey its di6latcs without bcfitation. 

To obtain, if poflible, fuch command of pafljon, is one 
of the higheft attainments of the rational nature. Argu- 
ments to (how its importance crowd upon us from every 
qu arter. If there be any fertile fource of mifchief tO human 
life, it is, beyond doubt, the mifnile of paflSon. It is this 
which poifons the enjoyment of individuals, overturns the<Jr^ 
der of fociety, and tirews the path of life with fo many mif* 
cries, as Xo rmder it indeed the vale of tears. All ih^fc 
great fce«es of potllc calamity, which we behold with 
aflociifhment and htu^or^ have originated from the fourte 
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of violent paffions. Thcfe have overfpread tbe earth with 
bloodfhed. Theic have pointed the affaffin's dagger, and 
filled the poiibned bowl. Thefe, in every age, have fur- 
nifhed too copious mateHals for the orator's pathetic decla- 
mation, and for tbe poet's -tragical fong. 

When from public life we defcesd to private condu^^ 
though pafSon operates not there in fuch a wide ancLde- 
ftradtiye fphere^ we ihall find its influence to be no lek 
baneful. I need not mention the black and fierce pafllons, 
foch as envy, jealonfy, and revenge, whofe effe<5ls are oDvi- 
ouily noxiousy and who{e agitations are immediate mifery. 
But take any of the licentious and fenfual kind. Suppofe 
it to have unlimited fcope ; trace it throughout its courfe ; 
and we ihall find that gradually, as it rifes, it uints the 
feundnefs, and troubles the peace of his mind over whom 
it reigns ; tliat, in its progrefs, it engages him in purfaita 
which are marked either with danger or with fhame ; that, 
hi the end, it wafles his fortune* deftroys his health, or de- 
bafes his chara^er ; and aggravates all the miferies in which 
it has involved him, with the concluding pangs of bitter 
remorfe. Through all the f^ages of uiis fatal courfci 
how many have heretofore run ? What multitudes do we 
daily behold purfuing it with J^Hnd atid lieadlonr^ fteps ? 

BLAlt. 

It is evident, in the general,4hiat if we c(bnfu1^ either pcib-^ 
Kc welfixre ot private happinefs'^i Cbriftian charity ought td 
regulate otit^ difpoflrion in mutuallntercourfe. But as this 
great principle admits of fevcral diverfified appearances, 
.tet fts confider fome of the chief forrns linder which it 
ought to fhpw itfdf tn the ufual tei*ot of life. 

what, fml, prefems itfelf to be recommended, is a* 
peaceable temper ; a difpofition atetfe to give offence* 
and defirous of cultivating harmony, and attiicable inter- 
courfe in fociety. This fuppofcs yielding arid condefcend-' 
mg manners, unwilKngn^ to contend with others Tpont 
trifles, and, in contefts ^lat ar^ unavoidable, prc^r moder- 
ation of fpirit. Such a teihpcr is the fitft principle, of H^ 
enjoyment. It is the bads of all order and nappinef^ama6|| 
Inankifid. The pkifitive and contentious, the rtide iMi* 
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quarrelfomearethebaneoffociety. They fecm deftined.to 
bkft the fmall fhare of comf< . . which nature has here al- 
lotted to man. But they cannot difturb the peace of 
others, more than they break their own. The hurricane 
rages firft in their Own bofom, before it is let forth upon the 
world. In the tempefts which they raife, they are always 
toft ; and frequently it is their lot to periih. 

A peaceable temper muft be fupported by a candid one, 
or; a difpofition to view the condud of others with faimefs 
:and impartiality. This ftands oppofed to a jealous and 
iufpicious ten^r, which afcribes every a6tion to the worft 
motive, and throws a black fhade over every chara^er. 
If we would be happy in ourfelves, or in oUr connedions 
with others, let us guard againft this malignant fpirit. Let 
us ftudy that charity " which thinketh no evil ;" that temper 
which, without degenerating into credulity, will difpofc 
us to bq juft ; and which can allow us to obferve an error, 
without imputing it as ^ crime* Thus we (hall be kept 
free from that continual irritation, which imaginary inju- 
ries ralfe in a fufpicious breaft ; a^d (hall walk among men 
as our brethren, not as our enemies. 

, But to be peaceable, and to be candid is not all tliat is re- 
quired of a good man» He muft cultivate a kind, gener- 
ous, and fympathizing temper, which feels for diftrefs, 
wherever it is beheld ; which enters into the concerns of his 
friends with ardour ; and to all with whom he has inter- 
courfe, is gentle, obliginj^, and humane. How amiable, 
appears fuch a difpofition, "Fhencontrafted with a malicious, 
or envious temper, which wraps itfelf up in its own nar- 
row intereft, looks with ^m evil eye on the fuccefs of others, 
and, v^rith an unnatural fatisfadion, feeds on their difap- 
pointments or miferies I How little does hf know of the 
true happinefs of life, who is a ftranger to thjctjntercourfeof 
good offices and kind aJQFeftions, which, by a pllarmg charm, 
attaches men to one another, and circulates joy frOm heart 
to heart I 

. We are not to imagine, t^at a benevolent temper finds 
noexercife, unlefs when, opportunities offer of performing 
a<flion9 of high generofity, or of extenfive utility. Tbefe 
zpay feldom occur. The condition of the greater part of 
mankind in a good meafure, precludes thei^i. But, in the 
oi'din^ry round of human affairs, many occalions daily pre- 
O ' ' - .^ . ' 
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# 
fentthemfelves of mitigating^tbe vexations which others 
fufFer ; of foothing their minds ; of aiding their intereft ; 
of promoting their cheerfiilnefs, or eafe. Such occasions ' 
may relate to the fmaller incidents of life. But let us re- 
member, that of fmall incidents ^he fyftem of human life is 
chiefly comppfed. The attentions which refpeft thefe,when I 

iuggefled by real benignity of temper, are o&en more ma- I 

terial to the happinefs of thofe around us, than anions which J 

carry the appearance of greater dignitjr sind fplendour. No ^'^yj 
wife or good man ought to account any rules of behaviour «* d^ 
as below his regard, which tend to cenl<8pt the great broth- 
erhood of mankind in comfortable uhion. 

Particularly amidft that familiar intercourfe which be- 
longs to domeftic life,all the virtues of temper findanample 
range. It is very unfortunate, that within that circle,men 
too often think themfelves at liberty, to give unreftrained 
vent to the caprice of paffion and humour. Whereas there, 
on the contrary, more than any whete elfe, it concerns them 
to attend to the government of tlfeif-heart; to check what is 
violent in their tempers, and to foften what is harfh in their 
manners. For there the t^itup&r is formed. There, the real 
charafter difplays itfelf. ^The i^p^ns of the world difguife 
men when abroad. But widiin &$ own family, every man 
is Itnown to be what he tr^^ly is,, in all our intercourfe then 
with others^ particularly ijj tbit wl^fch is clofeft and moft 
intimate, let us cultivate a p^^ceable^a Sandid,a gentle and 
friendly temper. This is?the tem^ to which, by repeated 
injunfHons, our holy religion^feelcs^o form us. This was 
the temper of Chrift.;i5 This is'^e temper of Heaven. 

SECTION VIII. 

SX^LLBifCE OP THE HOLT SCBJPTURES, 

Is it bigotry to believe the fublhne truths of the gofpeU 
witli full afTurance of faiA. ? I glory in fuch bigotry. I 
would not part with it for atfeomand worlds. I congrat- 
ulate the man who is pofTefled of it : for, amidft all the ' 
viciiHtudes and calamities of the prefent Rate, that^an 
enjoys an inexhauftible fiind of confolation, of which it is 
not in the power of fortune to deprive him. 

There is not a bo6k on e«Fth, fo favourable to all the 
kind, and all the fublime affe^ous; or fo unfriendly to 
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hatred and perfecutiOBii to tyranny, injuftlce, and every 
fort of/malevolence, as me gofpel. It breathes nothing 
throughout, but mercy, l^enevolence, and peace. 

Poetry is fublime, wfien it awakens in the mind any 
great ^d good affection, as piety, or patriotilm. This is 
one of the nobleft efFeas of the heart. The Pfalms are 
remarkable, beyond all other writings, for their power t^f 
infpiring devout emotions. But it is not in this refpe^: 
only, that thi^ are fublime. Of the divfiie nature, they 
contain the mod magnificent defcriptions, that the foul of 
man ca« comprehend. The hundred and fourtli Pfalm, in 
particular, difplaysjhe power and goodnefs of Providence, 
in creating and preferving the world; and the various tribes 
of animals in it, with fuch majeftio^brevity] and beauty, as 
it is vain to look for in any human compontion. 

Such of the doftrines of the gofpel as are level to human 
capacity, appear to be agreeable to the pureft truth, and 
the founded morality. All the genius and learning of 
the heathen world ; all the penetration of Pythagoras, 
Socrates, and Ariftotle, had never been able to produce 
fuch a fyftcm of moraLduty, and fo rational an a.ccount 
of Providence and of man, as are to be found in the New 
Teftament. Compared, indeed, with this, aU other moral 
and theological wifdom 

Lof<96, difcountena^'d, and like £oUy {hows. 

BMATtlE* 
SECTION IX. 

RBPLBCTIO^S O^ASIOKBD BT.JlREPTBar OF TJW SlSSSmOf, PROVOOmSD BT 
CHRIST ON HIS bl^CIPLBSr lUT mS SBRMON ON TUB N0UN7, 

What abundant reafon have we to thank God, that 
diis large and inftrudlive difcourfex)f ourblefled Redeem- 
er, is fo particularly recorded by the facred hijl<irian. Let 
every one that " hath ears to hear" attend to it : for furely 
no man ever fpoke as our Lord did on this occafion. Let 
us fix our minds in a pofture of humble attention, that we 
may " receive the law from his mouth." 

He opened it with bleljn^ defeated and moft import- 
ant bleffings. But on wHdm are th^y pronounced ? and 
whom are we taught to think the happieft of mankind ? 
The meek and the humble ; the pfenitent and the merciful ; 
the peaceful and the pure ; thofe that hunger and thirft 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



138 THE ENGLISH* RE AD£R. PART U 

after righteoufffefs ; tbofe that labour, but faint not, under 
perfecution ! Lord ! how different are thy maxims from 
thofe of the children of this wdtld ! They call the proud 
happy 5 and admir6 the gay, the rich, the powerful, and 
the vidorious. But let a vain world take its gaudy trifles, 
and drefs up the foolifh creatures that purfue them. May 
our fouls fhare in that happinefs wkicb the Son of God 
came to recommend and to procure I May,we.obt2un mercy 
of the Lord ; may we be owned as his children ; enjoy his 
prefence; and inherit his kingdom! With thefe enjoy* 
ments, and thefe hopes, we will cheerfully welcome t^ 
loweft, or the moft painful circumftancis. 

Let us be animated to cultivat*r thofe amiable virtues, 
■^hich are hero recommended to us; this humility and 
meeknefs ; this penitent fenfe of fin ; this ardent defire after 
righteoufnefs ; this compaflion and purity ; this peaceful- 
nefs and fortitude of foul ; and, in a word, this univerfal 
gocdnefs which becomes us,, as we fuftaiR the charafter of 
" the fait of the earth," and •* theltght of the world." 

Is there not reafon to lament, that we anfwer the char- 
after no better ? Is there not teafon to exclaim, with a 
good man in former times, " Ble&d Lord! either thefe 
are not thy words, or n^e axe ^cj Chriftians I" Oh, feaforr 
am* hearts more cflfeftuaHy with thy grace ! Pour forth 
that divine oil on our lamp^ 1 Then fhall the.flame bright- 
en ; then (hall jhe ancie^ honors of thy religion be re- 
vived ; and multitudes ^e.awaken^d fmd animated, by the 
luftre of it, " to gl^o|y our^J^lj,er, in heaven." 

^ ^' . ! \ DODDRIDGS*. 

^V i^iSECTION X</ 

KBBMMS or UFE OPTMU ILLVSOtLf. 

Omar, the fon of Haffan, had paffed feyenty-Sve years, 

i in honour and profperity. The favour of three fucceffive 
califs had filled his houfe with gold and filver ; and when- 
ever he appeared, thebenediftions of the people proclaim- 

. ed his paflage. ; 

Terreftrial happinefs is of fliort continuance. The 

; brightnefs of the flame is wafting its fuel ; the fragrant 
flower is pafling away in fts own odours, ^ The vigour of 
Omarbegan to fill; the_curls of beauty fell from Kis 
kead 5 ftrength departed froni his hands ; and Si^tf Adm 

. his feet. J^ gaver back to the calif the keys of truft^ jmi 
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the feals of fecrecy ; and fought no other pleafure for the 
remains of life, than th^' conyerfe of the wife, and the 
gratitude of the good. ' 

The powers of hig mind were yet unimpaired. His 
chamber was filled hf viiitants, eager to catch the didlates 
of experience, an4. officious to pay the tribute of admira- 
tion. Caled th«^ fon of the viceroy of Egypt, entered 
every day. earl^, and^ retired late. He was beautiful aiid 
eloquent*: ©liiar admired his wit, and loved his docility, 
" TeUme," faid Caled," thou to whofe voice nations have 
^ li&rned, and whofe wifdom is known to the extremities of 
Afia« tell me how. I may refemble. Omar the prudent. 
The arts by- which thou haft gtiined power and preierved 
itf are to thee no longer neceffary or uieful: impart toiri ^ 
the fccret of thy conda^, and teach me thje plan upon 
which thy wifdom has built thy fortune." 

" Young man," faid Omar, " it is of little ufe to form . 
' plans of life. When I took my firft furvey of the world, 
in my twentieth year,haYing confidered the various condi- 
tions of mankind, in the hour of folitude I faid thus to my- 
felf, leaning againft a cedar, which fpread its branche*; 
over my head : * Seventy years are sdlowed to man ; I 
have yet fifty remaining. Ten years I will allot to the 
attainment of knowledge, and ten I will pafs in foreign 
countries; I fhall be learned, and therefore fhall be hon-^ 
cured; every city, will (hout at my arrival, and every 
ftudent will folicit my friendfhip.. Twenty years thn«; 
paifed, wtU ftore my, mind with images, which I Ihall be 
bufy, through thereft of my life, in combining and com- 
paring. I ihall revel in inexhauftUble accumulations of 
intelle<5tual rich^f I fhall find, new pleafures for every 
moment; and fhaH* never more be we^ry of myfelf.. I 
will not^ however, deviate too far from the beaten track of 
life ;• but will try what can be found in female, delicacy. 
1 will marry a wife beautiful as the Houries, and wife as- 
Zobeide : with her I will live twenty years within the fub- 
urbs of B^dat,.in every pleafure that wealth can pur- 
chafe,.and fancy can invent; | will then retire to a runj 
dwelling 5 pafs my days iwobfcurity and contemplaticn ; 
2Sid lie filently downon .the bed of death. Through my 
life it fhall be my fettjed-refolution, that I will never de- 
JB^ad upon the finik of princes ; that I wUi never ftanii-. 

a 2. : ^ 
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rexpofed to the artifices of couris; I will never pant for 
public honours, nor difturb mV quiet with the affairs of 
ilate.' Such was my fcheme ofhS^ which I iropreffed in- 
delibly ujjon my memory," ^ 

" The fir (I part of my enfuing time was tobefpent in 
iearch of knowledge, and I know not^w I was diverted 
from my defign. I had no vifible impediijrent, without, 
nor any ungovernable paflions within. >I regarded knowl- 
edge as the higheft honour, and the moH engaging pleaf* 
ure ; yet day ftole upon day, and rtSonth glided^itfter 
month, till I found that feven years ^f the nrft' ten had ^ 
vaniihed, and left nothing behind them, I now poftponed 
my purpofe of travelling ; for why fhould I go abroad, 
while fomnch remained to be learned at home ? I immured 
myfelf for four yesQrs, and (ludied the laws of the empire. 
The fame of my (kill reached the judges ; I was found 
able to ipeak upon doubtful queftlons ; and was com- 
manded to ftand at the foolftooi of the calif. I was heard 
with attention ; I was confulted-with confidence i and the^ 
love of praife faflened on my h0?it>" ^ 

"I ftill wifhed to feei diftant countries ; liftenedwitly 
rapture to the relations 4rf travellers j and refolved fome 
time to afk my difmifion, ftSt linight feaft my foul with, 
novelty ; but my prefemie ifc^ais always neceflaiy •, and the 
dream of bufiiwfs hurrie^. roe along. Sometimes I was 
afraid left I fhould be charged with ingratjttjde ; but I ftill 
propofed to travel/ and therefore wotUd not confine myfelf 
by marriage.** .. '. ^ 

" In my fiftieth year, I began to fufpea that the time of 
travelling was paft|an4jthpnghtit beft to lay hold on the 
felicity yet in my p^wej^^^^d indulge myfelf in domeftic 
pleafures. But at fiftji no man eafily finds a woman beau- 
tiful as the Houries, and wife as 2k)beide. I inquired 
and rejeflcd, confulted and deliberated, till the fixty-fecond 
year made me aftiamed of wilhing to marry. I had now 
nothing left but retirement ; and for retirement I neve,^ 
found -a time, till difeafe. forced me from fwblic employ-- 
ment." 

" Such wasmyfcheme, and fuch hasbeenits coiifeq*ierice» 
With an infati^ble thirft for knowledge, I trifled a^vay the 
ycirrs of improvement 5 widi a reftlete defire of ieeing 'dif- 
ferent countries, I have always refided in the fame city ^ 
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with the higheft expecflation of connubial feKcity, I hare 
liv^ unmarried ; and witii unalterable refolutions of con- 
templative retirement, Fam going to die within the walls 
of Bagdat." ** i)Jt« jobnson. 

SECTION xr. ^ 

rSB FtSASURMS OF 'VlR7tmVS S^IMLUTT. 

The good effeAs of true fenfibility on general virtue and 
happineft admit of no difpute. Let us confider its effe^ 
on lie happinefs of him who poflefles it, and the various 
pleafures to which it ^we& him accefs. If he is mailer of 
riches or influence, it affords him the means of increafing 
bis own enjoyment, bylirelievingjlthe wants, or increafing 
the comforts of others. If he commands not thefe advan- 
tages, yet all the comforts, which he fees in the pofTeffion of 
the deferving, become in fome fort his, by his rejoicing in 
the good wmch they enioy. Even the face of nature yields 
a fatisfadtion to him, whicit the infenfible can never know. 
The profulion of goodnefs which he beholds poured forth 
on the univerfej^lati&^his heart with the thought, that in- 
numerable multitudes around him are bleft and happy. 
When he fees the labours of men appearing to profper, and 
views a country flourilhing in W^lth and induftry ; when 
he beholds the fpHng conung forth in its beauty, reviv- 
ing the decayed fifce of nature ;• pt in autumn beholds the 
fields loaded with plenty^ and the year crowned with all its 
fruits I he lifts Ivui afedions with grltitttde to the great Fa* 
ther of all, andrejbicfes in the general felicity and joy. 
■^ It may indeed be objeded, that xh^iimt fenfibility lays • 
open the heart to be pierced with rairiy wounds, from the 
diflrefles which abound in the voi^dr^ipofes us to frequent 
fuffering from the participation which rt communicates of 
theforrowsj as well as of the joys, of friendfhip. But let it 
be confidered, that the tender^ melancholy of fympathy, is 
accompanied with a fenfatidn, which they who feel it would 
not exchange for the gratifications of the felfifti. When the 
heart is ftrongly moved by any of the kind affe<5lions, even 
when it pouts itfelf forth in Virtuous fbrrcw, a fecret^attrac-l 
tive charfljj mingles with the painful emotion ;<here is a joy 
in the jnidft of grief Let it be farther confidered, that the 
griefe, i^hich fenfibility introduces, are^counterbalancedjby 
pleafures which flow from tlie fame iburce, Seufibility 
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heightens in general the hulman powers, and is connected 
with acutenefs in all our feelings, if it makes us more a- 
livetofomepainfulfenfations,hi return, it renders the plead- 
ing ones more vivid and animated. The felfifh man lan- 
guiihes in his narrow circle of pletifores. They are confin- 
ed to what aflFeds his own intere%; He is obliged to re- 
peat the fame ('gratificatibnsyltill tli^4>^c®in6 inupid. But 
the man of virtuous fenfibility moves rr\a wider fphere of 
felicity. His powers are much more frequently called fortA 
into occupations of pleafmg adi vity. Number le6 occafioas 
open to him of indulging his favourite tafte, by convts^/^ 
fatisfa^ion to others. Often it J^ in his power, in one way* 
or other, to footh the afflided heart ; to carry fome confo- - 
lation into the houfe of wo. In the fcenes of ordinary life, . 
in the domeftic and focial intercourfes of men, th^ordial- 
kylofhis affedlions cheers and gladdens- him. Every ap- 
pearance, every defer iption of innocent happinefs,isenjoy«ed 
by him. Every native eipreffion^'of kindnefs and a£[e^ion 
among others, is felt by him, even ihongh he l)e not the ob- 
'e6i ofit. Among a ciscle of iriei^s enjoying one another , , 
tie is as happy as the happiefc .: Jn^. word, he lives in a 
different fort of wdrld from whiif tfic felfifh man inhabits. 
He pofTcffes a new fenfe that enables him to behold obje^ . 
which the felfiih cannot feew At the fame time, his enjoy- 
ments are not of that kind which remain(merelylon the fur- 
face of the mind, they penetrate the heart. . They en- 
large -andlelevatej^they reiine ajoifennobl^t. To all the 
pleafing emotions o£ affedioi^ they add tfte dignified con- 
fcioufnefs of virtue. Children of me»'! men formed by na- 
ture to live and to leet as brethren! bowkmg wSlye <R)n- 
tinue to leftrangeVyouiielires from one another by /compe- 
tition^ and jealouiies^ yAien in cordial union ye might be fo 
much more bkft ? I^wJong will ye feek your happinefs 
in felfilh gratifications alone, negle^ngthofepurerandbet-* 
ter fources of joy, which flow^^^om the afiedioiiS€Uid the 
heart I Jt blmk.. 

SECTION XIi; ^'^" 

«V ra», TMUM- HONOVtL OP MJW. 

Th« pTopcrTionour ofmanr arifes not from fome of thofe •- 
ftiendid actions and abirities,whidi^ excite high admiration. 
Coiwrage and prowefejusnlitaty. renown^fignal vi^orfes andi 
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conqwefts, may render the name of a man famous, without 
rendering his chara<5ler truly honourable. To many brave 
men, to^ many heroes renowned in ftory, we look up with 
wonder. Their exploits are recorded. Their praifes are 
fung. They ftand as mi an eminence above thf»e|t of man- 
kindr Their eminence, neverthelefs, may not be of that 
fort, before which we bow ^i^ith inward efteem and refpedb. 
Something nioje is waitted for that purpofe, than the con- 
quering arm, and the iiitrepid niind. The laurels of the 
warrior rnuft at all tim^s be dyed in blood, and bedewe4 
with the tears of the widow and the orphan. But if they 
have been ftained by rapine and inhumanity ; if fordid av- 
arice has marked his chara<fter 5 or lotv: and grofs fenfuali- 
ty has degraded his life ; the great hero finks into a little 
man. What at a diftance, or on a.fuperfrcial view, we ad- 
mired, becomes mean, perhaps odious, when we e3|:amine it 
more clofely. > It is like the ColofFal ftatue, whofe immenfe 
fize ftruck the fpeds^r afar off with aftonifhment 5 but 
when nearly viewed, it a]ppears difpropotioned, unftapely, 
and rude. ' ^" ^ 

Obfervatk)ns of th^; (aw kind may be applied to all the 
reputation derived froni J|vil ac<;4[^mpli(hments ; from the 
refined politics of the fts^ftiari ;*or the literairy efforts of 

fenius and erudition. I^efe l^ftowy and within certain 
ounds, ought to bellow, ^fri^e and diflin£tion on men. 
They difcover talents. >^w&i In jtliemfelves are ftining 5 and 
which become higi^l^*val3a{^W>vben<eniployed in advanc- 
ing the good of jnankincli Hencej^ ttey frequently give 
rife to fame. But a diftin<fy<|ji is tis^be made between fame 
'and true honour. Hie ftatefnian, th^^6rator, or the pcet, 
may be famous ; while yet the mSm fiimfelf is far from be- 
ing honoured. We envy hii?^^^abj|ities* We wiih to rival 
them. But we would not AqcSte^ to be claffed with him 
who poffefled them. Inftances of this fort are too often 
found in every record of ancient or modem hiftory. 

From all this it follows, thai, in order to difcem where 
man's true honour lies, we muft look, not to any adventi- 
tious circumftance of fortune ; not to any fmgle fparkling 
quality ; but to the whole of what forms a man ; what en^ 
titles him, as fuch, to rank high among that clafs ofJbeings 
to which he belongs 5 in a word, we muff look to the mind 
and the foul. A xnind fuperior to feitr,.to felfiih intereft and 
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comiption ; a mind governedi^ the principles of uniform 
reftitude and integrity ; the i^me in profperity and adver- 
fity ; which no bribe can feduce, nor terror overawe ; nei- 
tberby pleafure melted into eflBefeiinacy,nor by diftrefs funk 
^ /ihtodeje^on ; fuch is the mind which forms the diftindtion 
^nd eminence of man. One, wh# in no fituation of life, is 
cither afhamed or afraid of difcharffijig his duty, and a<5ling 
his proper part witli firmhefs and eoi^ftancy ; true to tKe 
God whom he worihips, and true to the faith in which he 
profftfles^o believe ; full of affedion to his brethren of man* 
kind 5 faithful to hfs friends, generous to his enemies, warm 
with compafHon to the unfortunate ; felf denying f6 li#e^ 
private interefts and pleafures,.but zealous for public inter^*^' 
efl and happinefs ; magnanimous, without being proud ; 
humble, without being mean ; juft, without being* harfb ; 
fimple in his manners, butjnanly in his feelings ; on whofe 
word we can entirely rely ; whofe countenance never de- 
ceives us ; whofe profeflions of kindnefs are the effufions of 
his heart 5 one, in fine, whom, independent bf any views of 
advantage, we would choofe for afuperior, could txud in 
as a friendi, and could love as a brother. This is the man, 
whom in our heagrty above all others, we do, we muft hon- 
our. BldlR. 

SECTION XIII. 

TAB 1V9XRB19CX OF DJBrOf I^N ON TBB AVfXirJUf OF UfE. 

Whatever promotes and ftrengthens virtue whatever 
calms and regulates the temper, is* a fource of happinefs. 
Devotion produces thefe effedts in a remarkable degree. 
It infpires compofure of fpirit, mildnefs, and benignity ; 
^ weakens the painful, and chOTlhes the pleafmg emotiona; 
.and, by thefe means, carries on the life of a pious man in 
a fmoath and placid, tenOr. 

Befides exerting this habitual influence on the mind, de- 
votion opens a field of enjoyments, to which the vicious 
are entire ftr angers 5 enjoyments the jjiore valuable, as 
they peculiarly belong to retirement, when the world 
leaves us ; and to adverfit 
Thefe are the two feafons, f 
mo ft wifh to provide fome 
let him be placed in the n 
the hujnaa ftate admits^ tl 
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amufe him, nor always fhield him from diflrefs. There 
will be many hours of vacuity, and many of deje<ftion, 
in his life. If he be a ftranger to God and to devotion, 
how dreary will the gloom of folitude often prove ! With 
what oppreflive weight, will ficknefs, difappointment, or 
old age, fall upon his fpirits ! But for thofe penlive peri- 
ods, the |iSous man has a relief prepared. From the tire- 
fonie repetition of the commion vanities of life, or from 
the' painftir corrofion of its cares and forrows, devotion 
tranfports him into a new region ; and furroundshim there 
with fuch oibjedls, ^s are the moft fitted to cheer the de- 
je^ion, to calm the tBmults, and to heal the wounds of 
his heart. If the world has been empty and delufive, it 
gladdens hiil^ with the prpfpedl of a higher and better or- 
der of things, about to arife. If men have been ungrateful 
and bafe, it difplays before him the faithfulnefs of that 
Supreme Being, 'vybo, though every other friend fail, will 
never forfake him. Let ^ confult our experience, and 
wefhall find, that the twogreateftfources of inward joy, 
are, the exercife of love dire^ed towards a deferving ob- 
je€tf and the e^rcife of hope terminating on fome high 
and aiTured happinefs. Both tihefe are fupplied by devo- 
tion ; and therefore we have"n<i teafon to be furprifed, if, 
on fome occafions, it fUls the ^ h^rrts of good men with a 
fatisfa<fHon not to be exprj^eA -V . ^ 

The refined pleafures pf a pious j^nd, are, in many 
refpeds, fuperior to the coarfa,grtt^;|cations of fenfe. 
They are pleafures which befong to the higheft powers 
and beft afFedions jof tlie foul ; whereas the gratifications 
of fenfe refide in the lowed region ^ our nature. To the 
latfer,the foul ftoops below its native dignity. Theformer, 
raife it above itlelf. j) The latter, leave always a comfort- 
lefs, often a mortifymg, remembrance behind them. The 
former, are reviewed with applaufe ai^ delight. The 
pleafures of fenfe refemble a^foaming torJent, which, after 
a diforderly courfe, fpeedily runs out, and leavei-an empty 
and offenfive channel. Butthe pleafures ordevotion re- 
Icmble the equable current of a pure river, which enlivens 
the fields through which it paflies, and diffufes verdure and 
fertility along its banks. To thee, O Devotion 1 we owe 
the hiirheft improvement of our nature, and much of the 
enjoyment of o«r life. Thou art the fupport of our vir- 
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our fouls, in this turbulent world, 
thoughts. TJiou calmeft the paflion^. 
irt. Thy communications, and thine 

> the, low, no lefs than the high j to the 

> the rich. In thy prefence, worldly 
nd under thy influence, w©rldly Ibr- 

Thou art the balm of the wounded 
iry is ever open to the janiferable ; in- 
; unrighteous and impure. Thou be- 
I temper of heaven, in thee^ t^e hoft^ Jjh: 
id fpirits etenially rejoice. BZ-riMp' 

SECTION XIV. 

KESTRUL WORLXa fiOMPAKATIVELr CONSJDMRMD, 

I on its furfaCe, the earth is by far the 
hat our eyes can any where behold : it 

verdure, diftinguifhed by ti'ees, and 
ety of beautiful decorations ; whereas, - 
i on one of the planets, it wears a\im- 
all luminous ; and no larger than a 
10 dwell at ftill greater diftances, it en- 
hat which we call alternately the morn- 

ftar, as in one part of* the orbit fhe 
e proceffion of night, in the other ufliers 
le da"gm, is a planetary world, which, 

> that fo wonderfully vary their mlllic 
ifelves dark bodies, and ftiine only by 
(Ids and feas, and fkies of their own ; 
accommodationsfor animalfubfiflence, 
be the abodes of intelledualiifc ; ail 

h our earthly habitation, are dependent 
ifer of divine munificence, the fun ; re- 
in the diftribution of his rays, and de* ' 
romhis benign agency, 
ems to perform its daily ftages through 
fpea f 
n, abo 
cious ( 
jmingl 
' large 
ntains 
om £< 
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'that refplendent orb, would meafure more than eight hun- 
dred thaufand miles : a girdle formed to go round its cir- 
xufliferenc^, woiild require a lengtli of millions. Were its 
folid contents to be eftimated, the account would over- 
Vhelm our underftanding, ajid be almoft beyond the power 
of language to exprefs. Are we (lartled at thefe reports 
of philofophy ? Are we r^ady to cry out in a trdnfport of 
furprife, .*' How mighty is the Being who kindled fuch sr 
.prodigiqus fire ; and keeps alive, from age to age, fuch an 
enormous mafs of flame !'* let us attend our pWiofophic 
A guides, and we fliall be brought acquainted with fpecula- 
tion^ more enlarged and more inflaming. 

This fun with all its attendant planets, is but ^ very little 
part of the grand machine cf£ the unit^rfe ; eyery (lar, 
though, in appe^arance no bigger than the diamond that 
glitters upon a lady's ting, is really a vaft glob?, like the 
fun in fi^e and in glory ; no lefs fpacious, no lefs luminous, 
than the radiant foUrce of day. So that every ftar is not 
Barely a world, but the cen^e of a magnificent fyftem; has 
a retinue of worlds, irradiated by its beamfe, and revolving 
round its attra<5tive influence, all i^hich are loft to our fight 
in unmeafurable wildS of ether. Tliat. the ftars appear 
like fo manydlminutive,and fcarc^ly diftinguiihable points, 
is owing to their immeitfe andiykoi^ivable diftance. Im- 
menfe and inconceivttble inde&lt iK fipce a ball, ftiot from 
the loaded cannon, and^y^i^g wth unabated rapidity, mud 
trfts^el, at this impetuous fate^ alnioft ifevenJiundred thou^ 
fand years, before it could rea^h tli^neareft of thele twink- 
liftg luminaries. 

While beholding this vaft expanfe, I learn 'my own ex- 
\ttme meinnefs, I would alfo diftovcr tlie abjed littleneff 
of all terreftrial tliiilg.i M^hat is the earth, with all her often- 
tatious fcenes, compeared with this aftonifliing grand fnr- 
nitute of the (kies ? What, but a dim fpeck, hardly perceive 
able in the inap of the ulftiverfe ? It is obferved by a very 
judicious writetjtJiat if thefun hinifelf,whichenlightexTS tlxis, 
pan of the cr^aiio^ were extinguilhed, and all the hoft o£ 
planetary world^,whii;h move about him, were annihilat-. 
ed, they wei/ld not he miffed by an eye that can tafte in 
tli3 vvhotecompafeof nature, any more than a grain of fand 
tipmi the fca (More. The bulk of which thej^cdnfift, and the 
tpawe t^'hrch tfeey oc<;upy,ai:cfo exceedingly little in coirpa;;^^ 
P 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 









SH lUABER. tAlCM, 



ifon of the. whole, that *heir lofs ^ould fcarcely leaTe^a 
blank ill the immenfity of God's works* If the%nGt our 
globe only, but this whole fyftem, be fovery diminutive, 
what \% a kiBgdom or a country ? What are a few lord(hip5, 
or the fo much admired patrimonies of thofe who are ftyled 
wealthy \ When I meafure them -with my own little pit- 
tance, they fwell into proud and bloated dimeniions : but 
when I takelheiiniTerfeiiMr,myftandard,howfcantyis 
their fize, how contemptible their iigttre ? They Shrink in^ 
. to pompous nothings. jDt>mjfi. 

' SECTION XV, ' 

ON THE POITBR. OP arstOM, JITD THE ^SSS TO WHICH IT MAt BE AfFUBD, 

There is not a cCMomon faying, which has a better turn 
. of fenfe ill it, than what we often hear in the meuthg of the 
vulgar, that ** Cuftom is a fecond nature/^ It js indeed 
able to fOTm the- man anew ; and give him inclinatiofts and • 
capacities altogther different. frdm thofe he was bom with* 
A perfon who is addi6ed to play or gamingj though he 
took but little delight in it at firft^ by degreesi contrads fo 
ftrong an inclination towards it, and gives himA^lf up fo 
entirely to it, that it feems the only end of his bemg* 
The love of a retired or bufy life will grow upon a mac 
infenfibly, as he is converfant in the one or the other, till 
he isutterly unqaaliiied^or ireliihing that to which he has 
been for fome time .difiifed. Nay, a man may fmoke,or 
drink, ort^kefnuQ^tillheisiunable topafs away his time 
without it i not -to mentiofi . ho'^ oiir delight in any par- 
ticular ftudy, art, or fcience, rifes a^d in^roves, in pro- 
portion -to the appiiottiopL which we beftow .Cipon it. 
Thus, what was at firft an exerdie, becomes at length aa 
entertainment. Our employments are ehanged into di- 
verfions. The mind grows fond of thofe §^ons it is ac- 
cuftomed to ; and it is drawn with rdu^aibcy from thofe 
paths in which it has been ufed to walk. 

If we attentively confider this property of human na- 
ture, It may inftruft tis in very fine moralities. In the 
fir f^ pla^e, 1 3;^ould have no man difcouraged with that 
kind of life, or feries of adion,' in which the choice of 
others, or his own neceffities, may have engaged him. It 
may perhaps be very difagreeable to him, at firil ; but nfe 
and application will certainly render it not only lefs paJR- 
iul, but jdteafipg «ud fatfsfa^ory. 
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.^ In the feconi^E^ place, I would recommend to every one,^ 
? .the admirable precept, which Pythagoras is faid to have 
Veiven to his <Sfciples, and which mat philofopher muft 
^ave drawn from the obfervation i have enlarged upon : 
" Pitch upon thatcourie of lift which is the mbft excellent, 
and cuftom will render it the mod delightfuli*' Men, 
whofe circuiiiftances will permit them to choofe their owa 
i?^ay of life, are inexcufable if they -do not purfue that 
which thmr judgment tells them is the moft laudable. 
The voice of reafon is more to be regarded, than the bent 
of any prefent inclination; fince, by the rule abovemen- 
tionedy inclination will at length come over to reafon# 
though we can neverforeeiiei^^onto comply with inclination. 
In the third place, this obfervation may teach tlie moft 
fenfual and irreligious man, to overlook tliofe hardlhips 
. and difHculties, wliich are apt to difcourage him from the 
profecutlon of a virtuous life. " The Gods," faid Hefiod; 
" have placed labour before virtue ; the way to her is at 
firft rpugh and difficult, but grows more fmooth and eafy 
the farther we advance in it." The man who proceeds in 
it with fteadinefs and refolution, will, in a little time, find • 
that her " ways are ^ys of pleafantnefs, and that aH her 
path§ are peace." 
/" Tfe enforce this confideration,' We rtizj further obierve,' 
' that th^ pratfice of religion will not only be attended with 
that pleafure which naturally accompanies thofe actions to 
Which we are habituated, but with thof** fupemumerary 
joys of ^feart, that rife from the confcioufnefs of fuch a 
plealure ; from the fatisfa<5tion of admg up to the dictates 
. of reafon s' andfrom theprofpedtof ahappy immortality. 
In -the four A place, we may learn from this obfervation, 
which we have made on the mind of man, to take particu- 
lar care, wheh we are once fettled in a regular courfe of 
Kfe, how we too frequently indulge ourfel^ in, even the 
moft innocent diverfion? and entertainments; fince the 
mind may infenfibly fall off from the relifh of virtuous ac- 
tions, and, by degrees, exchange that pleafure which it 
takes in the performa;^ of its <mty, for delights^of a much 
inferior and an unprdlj^ble nature. ^ 

The laft ufe which I ihall make of this remarkable 
property in human nature, of being delighted \vith ^ofe 
anions to which it is accuftomed, is, toJhow how abfo« 
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lutely neceflary it is f<^ is to gain habits of virtue in tiiis 
life, if we \f oild enjoy the pleafures of the next. The 
ftate of blifs> we call heaven, wiU not be capable of affbfting 
tlx^ minds which are not thus qualified for it : we muft, 
in this world, gain a relifh of truth and virtue, if we wonld 
be able to tafte^at knowledge and perfedlion, which are 
to make us happy in the next. ' The feeds of thofe fpirit- 
ual joys and raptures, which are to rife up and flourifhm 
the foul to all eternity, muft be planted in it during this 
ks prefent ftate of probation. Tn fhort, heaven is not to be 
looked upon only as the i-eward, but as the natural effed, 
of a religious life. ^)4ii9tDi>noif^ 

SECTION XVI. 

THE PLEASURBS KBMJLTING SROM A PROPMA VtM OF GUK PJCULTUS, 

Happy that man, who, unembarrafled by vulgar cares, 
mafler of htmfelf, his time, and fortune, fpends his time la 
making himfelf wifer ; and his fortune, in making others 
(and thereibre himfelf) happier ; who, as the will and un- 
derftanding are the two ennobling faculties of the foul, 
thinks himfelf not complete, till his underftanding is beau- 
tified with the valuable furniture of knowledge, as wellas^ 
his will enriched with every virtue ; who has fumifhed 
111 mfelf with all the advantages to reli(h folitude and enliven 
converfation ; who when ferious, is not fuUen ; and when 
cheerful, not indifcreetly gay ; whofe ambition is, not to be 
admired for a falfe glare of greatnefs, but to be beloved 
for the gentle and foberluftre of his wifdom and goodneft. 

The greatefl minifter of ftate has not morehuiinefs to do, 
in a public capacity, than he, and indeed every other man, 
may find, in the retired and ftill fcenes of life. ^ Even in 
his private walks, every tiling that is vilible^Blvinceshiin 
there is prefent a Being invifible. Aided by natural phi- 
lofophjf, he reads plain legible graces of the Divinity in 
every thing he meets : he fees tlie Deity in eyery tree, as 
well as Mofes did in the burning bufh, though not mk 
glaring a manner : and when he fees him, he a^QTIJ^® 
with the tribute of a grateful heart. ^f/T^^ 

SECTION XVII. 

DBitRIPTIpN Of CANt>OVIL 

True candotn* is altogether different from that guofrf* 
^dp inaflfenfive la^goa^, and that ftudied opennefs oiht 
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haviour, which we fo frequently meet with among men of 
the world. Smiling, very often, is the afpeft, and fmoolh 
are the words, of thofe who inwardly are the moft ready 
to think evil of others. That cai>dour, which is a Chriftistn 
virtue, confifts, not in fatmefs of fpeech, but in faimefsof 
heart. It ma)^ want the blandifhment of external courtdy , 
but fupplies its place with humane and generous liberalit?y 
of fentiment. - Its manners are unaffe^fled, and its profef- 
flons cordial. Exempt, on one hand, from the dark jeal- 
oufy of a fufpicious mind, it rs no lefs removed, on the 
other, from that eafy credulity which is impofed on by 
every '^cious pretence. It is perfedly confiftent with 
extenfive knowledge of the world, and with due attention 
to our own iaftey. In that various intercourfe, which we 
are obliged to carry on with perfon* of every diffident 
charaAer, fufpicion^ to a certain degree, is a necelFafy 
guard. It is only when it exceeds the bounds of prudent 
caution, that it degenerates into vice. There is a proper 
mean between undiftinguifhing credulity, and univerfal 
jealoofy, whkba fdund underllSnding difcerns, and^^icli' 
the man of candour ftudtes to preferve. 

He makes allowance for the mtxture of evil with good, 
which is to be found in every human characfber. He ex- 
perts none to be faultlefs ; and he is unwilling to bC'lieve 
that there is^ any without fome commendable quality.. lii 
the midil of many defeats, he can difcoyer a virtue. Un- 
der the influence of perfonai refentment*, he can be juft to^ 
the merit of anr enemy. He never lends an open ear to- 
thofe defamatory reports and dark fuggeftions, which, 
among the tribusof the eenforious, circulate with fb much 
rapiditfj and meet with fuch ready acceptance. He is not 
haily to judge; and he requires full evidence before he will 
condemn. As long as an a<5lion can be afcribed to differ- 
ent motives, he holds it as no mark of lagacity to impute iu 
always to the word. Where there is jufl ground for doubt, 
he keeps his judgment undecided i andi Airing the period 
of fuQjenfe, leans to the moft charitable conftru<5lion which 
an a^on cmi bear. When he muft condemn, he con- 
demns with regret J and without thofe aggravations which 
the ftverity of others adds to the crime. He liftens calm- 
ly to the apology of the o£Fender, and rea<^ly admits every 
^i*«n»atirigcirc\«mftance, which e^ty can fuggeft. How^ 

^ ^ ^' ^ 
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much Toe^^er he nrmy blame the principles of any. feft^jr 
party, he nevw* confounds, under one general cenfure, all 
who belong to that party or fed. He charges them not 
with fuch c<Hifequenees o( their tenets, as they refufe and 
difavow. From one wrong opinion, he does not infer the 
fubverfion of all found principles ; nor from one bad 
adion, conclude that all regard to confcience is over- 
thrown. When he " beholds the mote in his biother's 
eye," he remembers *^ the beam in his own." He com- 
miferates human frailty ; and judges of others according 
to the principles, by which he would think it reafonabk 
that they fhould judge of him. In a word, he views men 
and adions in the clear funihine of charity and good na- 
ture ; and not in that dark juid fullen fhade which jealoufy 
and party fpirit throw over all charaders. /}i^^^BLAiR^ 

SECTION XVIII. 

02f TME iMPERFMCnOlf OF TRJOr HAPPISESt WSICK KRSTS SOUU.T OWmOLLDLr 
HMJSUSMS. 

The vanity of human plafures is a topic which might 
be embellifhed with the pomp of much defcription. But I 
{hall ftudioufly avoid exagg^eratlon, and only point out a 
threefold vanity in human life, whifch every i;nipartial ot- 
ferver cannot but admit; difappointment in pur^it^dif&ttf- 
fadion in enjoyment, uncertainty in pofTeffion. 

Firft, difappointment in purfuit. When we look around 
us on the world, we every where behold a bufy multitude, 
intent on the profecution of various defigns, which their 
wants or defh-es have fuggefted. We behold them em- 
ptying every method which ingenuity can devife : Scmnc 
the patience of induftry, fome the boldnefs of enterprife, 
others the dexterity of ftratagem, in or.der to compafs their 
vnds. Of this inceffant (Hr and adivity, what is the fr»k? 
Iti comparifon of the crowd who have toiled in vain, bow 
Tmall is the number of the fuccefsful ? Or rather where is 
the man who will declare, that in every point he has com- 
pleted his plan, and attained his ntmoft wifh ? No extent o£ 
human abilities has been able to difcover a. path which, m 
any line of life, leads unerringly to fuccefs. " The race is 
not always to the fwift, nor; the battle to the Rrqj^g, nog 
riches to men ofunderftanding." We may formo^Tpkaf* 
with the irioft pjofiHwd iagaijity, and wilh die'j^ft yigt>- 
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Unt cautloa may gaurd agalaft ^saigws^oti^erf&ie. Bat 
fome imforefeeaoccurrence comes acrc^> ^hic^ t>aSes ^oitfr 
wifdom, and lays oar labours iathc duft. \ 

Werefuch difappointmejatfr confined to thofe who af^ine 
at en^oiSng the higher detriments of life, the misfor*. 
tune would be lefs. Tlie humiliation of tlie mighty, and 
tlie fall of ambition from its towering height, little concenfc 
the bulk of m.ankind. Thefe are obje<as on which, as oa 
diftant meteors, they gaze from afar, without drawing per- 
fonal inftru<aion from events {o m«ch above them. But, 
alas ! when we delcend into the regions of private life, wfc 
find difappointment and blail:ed hope equally prevalewt 
there. Neither the moderation of our view«, nor the juf- 
tice of our pretenfions, can enfure luccefs. But " time and 
chance happen to all." Againft the ftream cJf events, both 
the worthy and the undeferving are obliged to ftruggle ; 
and both are frequently overborne alike by the current. 

Befides difappointment in puifuit, diflatisfaftion in en- 
joyment is a farther vanity, to which the human Bate is 
fubje^h . This is the fevered of all mortifications, after 
having been litccefsfulin thepurfuit, to be bafHed in the 
enjoyment itfelf. Yet this isfouitd to be an evil ftill more 
general than the former. Some may be fo fortunate as 
to attain what they have purfued ; but none are rendered 
completely happy by what they have attained. Difap- 
Ipointed hope is mifery j and yet fuccefsful hope is only 
imperfed- blifs. Look through all the ranks of mankind. 
£x$,mim the condition of thofe who appear m oft profper- 
ous ; and you will find that they are never jufl what they 
/defire to be. If retired, they languifli for a^ion ; if bufy, 
they complain of fatigue, 1£ in middle life, they j^e im- 
ipatient fof diftindion.; if in high ftations, th^y figh after 
freedom and eafe. Something is ftill wanting to that 
jplenitude of fatisfaftion, which they expelled to acquire. 
Together with ^very wifti that is gratified, a new demand 
arifes. One void opens in^ the heart, as another is filled. 
On wifhes, wifljes grow ; and to tl^ end, it is rather the 
(C^ipedlation of what they have not, than' tke enjoyment «f 
whfit they have, which occupies and interefts the moft {nt* 
' lefefsflil. ^ 

: This difTatisfa^lion in the midfl: of human pkafure. 
Idlings pai$ly from the nature of opr enjoyments them- 
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felrcs, and pardf from circumftjtnces which corrupt them. 
No worldj enjoyments are adequate to the high defires 
and powers of an immortal fpirit. Fancy paints them at 
a diftance with fplendid colours ; but pofleflion unveils the 
fallacy. The eagemefe of paffion beftows upon thera, at 
firft, a briAt and lively relifh. Bat it is their fate always 
to pall by familiarity, and fometimes to pafs from fatiety 
mto difguft. Happy would the poor man think h\mfelf,tf 
he could enter on all the treafures of the rich ; and happy 
for a fhort time he might be : but before he had long con- 
templated and admired his ftate, his poffeffions would 
feem to leflen» and his cares would grow. 

Add to the unfatisfying nature of our pleafures, the at- 
tending circum (lances which never fail to corrupt theni. 
For, fuch as they are, they are at no time pofleiFed unmixed. 
To human lips it is not given to tafte the cup of pure joy. 
When external circumftances fhow faireft to the world, the 
envied man groans in privateunderhisown burden. Some 
vexation difqutets, ibme paflion corrodes him ; fome dif. 
trefs, either felt or feared, gnaws, like a worm, the root 
of his felicity. When there is nothing from without to dif- 
turb the profperous, a fecret poifon operates within. For 
worldly happinefs ever tends to deftroy itielf, by corrupts 
mg the heart. Itfoftersthe loofc and the violent paf*. 
fions. It engenders noxious habks, and taints the mind 
with falfe delicacy, which makes it feel a thoufand unread 
evils. 

But put the cafe in the mod favourable light. Lay 
afide fiom^ human pleafures both dkappointment inpurfuit^ 
and deceitfulnefs in enjovment ; f«ppofe them to be fully ' 
attainable^ and completely fatisfadory ; flill there remains 
to be confidered the vanity oi uncertain po/Teffion and 
fhort duration. Were diere in worldly things any fixed 
point of fecurity which we could g^n, the mind would 
then have feme bafis on which to reft. But our condition 
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prolperity commonly accelerates their growth. If our en* 
joyments-be iramerous, we lie more open on diflPcrent fides 
to be wounded. If we have poflefTed tliem long, we have 
greater caafe to dread an approaching change. By flow 
degrees profperity rifes ; but rapid is the progrefs of evil. 
It requires no preparation to bring it forward. The edi- 
fice which it coft much lime and labour to ered, one in- 
a*ufpicious event, one fudden blow, can level with the duft. 
Even fuppofmg the accidents cf hfe to leave us untouched, 
iiuman blifs muft ftill be tranfitory j for man changes .o£ 
himfelf. No courfe of enjoyment can delight us long. 
What amufed our youth, lofes its charm in maturer age. 
As yea^rs advance, our powers are blunted, and our pleaf- 
BraWe feelings decline* The iilent lapfe of time is evo* 
carrying ibmewhat from us, till at length the period comes, 
when all muft be fwept away. The profped of this ter- 
mination of our labours and purfuits, is iiifficientto mark 
t)Ur ft ate with vanity. " Our days are a hand breadth, 
and our age is as nothing.*' Within that little fpace is 
4dl our enterprife bounded. We crowd it with toils and 
cares, with contention and ftrife. We projeft great defigns, 
entertain high hopes, and then leave our plans un£nifhed, 
^nd link into oblkion. 

T%is much let it fuffice to have iaid concerning the 
vanity of the world. That too much has not been iaid, 
afnuft appear to every one who eonfiders how generally 
mankind lean to the oppofite fide ; and how often, by un^ 
due attachment to the prefent ftate, they both feed the 
moft finftii |xa(Sons, and " pierce themfclves thrcmgh with 
many forr-ows." 

SECTION XIX* 

■urOAor M.E 9UB uuL muxo -muD ^MHyoauuns cf mvhast live. 

It mtrft be admitted, that unmixed and complete ha^- 

pinefs is umtoown on earth. No regulation of conduA can 

altogether prevent paffions frJom difturbkig our peace,and 

. misfortumes from wounding oitrlieart. But after tiiis con- 

cefTion is made, wiH it folloiw, ^*t thfere is no ofejed .on 

'i^artii which defeiVes owr purfoh, or th«t all -enjoymefflt 

-becomes contemptible which is not^perfed ? Let usiurvey 

^'Ciu: .^ate ^pmliian imparteal^eye, awi be jaft to tiie vaz^oiu 
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gifts of Heaven. How vain foever this life^ confidered an 
itfelf, may be, tKfe comforts and hopes of religion are fuf- 
ficient to give folidity to the enjojinents of ^c righteous. 
In the exercife of good a£Fedtons,.and the teftimonj of an 
approving confcience ; in the feitCe of peace and reconcil- 
iation wrSi God, through the great Redeemer (^mankind ; 
in the firm confidence of being conduced through all the 
trials of life, by Infinite Wifi&m and Goodnefs ; and in 
the joyful profped of arriving, in the end, al immortal 
felicity, they pofiefs a happinefs which, defcending from 
a purer and more perfe^ region than this world, partakes 
not of its vanity. 

Befides the enjoyments peculiar to religion, there are 
other pleafures of our prefent ftate, which, though of an 
inferior order, muft not be ovetiooked in the eftimate of 
human life. It is necefTary to call attention to thefe, in 
order to check that repining and unthankful fpirit to which 
man is always too prone. Some degree of importance 
muft be alloijwd to the comforts of health, to the innocent 
gratifications of fenfe, and to the entertainment aflforded 
us by all the beautiful fcenes of nature ; fomc to the pur- 
fuits and harmleis amufements of focial life ; and more to 
the internal enjoyments of thought and refle^Hon, and to 
the pleafures of affediona«.e intercourfe with thofe whom 
we love. Thefe comforts are often held in too low eili- 
maticHi, merely becaufe they are ordinary and common ; 
although that is the circumftance which ought, in reafon, 
to enhance their value. They lie open» in {erne degree, 
to all ; extend through every rank of life, and fifl up 
agreeal)ly many of thofe fpaces in our prdent exiftence> 
which are not occupied with higher objedls, or with ferious- 
cares. 

From this^ reprefentation it appears that, notwithftand- 
ing the vanity of the world, a conliderable degree of com- 
fort is attainable in the prefent ftate. Let the recoUedion 
of this ferve to reconcile us to our condition, and to reprefe 
the arrogance of complaints and murmurs. What art 
thou, O fon of man I who, having fprung but yeft^day 
out of the duft, dareft to lift up thy voice agaiiift ^y 
Maker, and to arraign his Providence, becaufe all ijiings 
are not ordered acjjording to thy wifh ? What title haft 
tbov^ to findfioiiy^ with the order of the. univerfey wfa<^ 
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^ lot is fo much beyond what thy virtue or merit gaVe thee 
ground to claihi ? Is it nothing to thee to have been in* 
troduced into this maghificent world ; to have been ad- 
mitted as a fpedator of the divine Wifdom and works ; 
and tohavehadaccefs to all the comforts which nature, 
with a bountiful hand, has poured forth around thfee ? Are 
all the hours forgotten which thou haft paffed in eafe, in 
complacency, or joy ? Is it a fraall favour iti thy eyes, that 
the hand of Divine Mercy has been ftretched forth to aid 
thee ; and) If thou reje^ not its proffered afllftance, is ready 
to cotidU^ thee into a happier ftate of exiftence ? When 
Aou compareft thy condition with thy defert, blufli, and 
be afhamed of thy complaints. Be filent, be grateful, and 

- adore. Receive A^ith rfiankfulnefs the blelSngs which are 
allowed thee. ReVere that government which at prefent 

' Wftifes thee more. Reft in 3iis conclufion, that though 
there are evils in the "^orld, its Creator is wiife and good, 

:- and has been bountiibl to thee. -^ - Buiti 

^ SECTION XX* 

• iCALE OF BjaKGS. 

THotJGH there is ia^reat deal of pleafure in contem- ^ 

splating the material World ; by which I mean, that fyftenl 

- of bodies, into which nature has fo curioufly wrought the 

mafs of dead matter, with thfe feVeral relations that thofe 

bodies bear to OTi6 ailothet ; there Is ftill, methinks, fome- 

thing more wonderful and fiiri)rifing, in contemplations 

\ on the world of lift | by \vhich I underftand, all thofe 

; animals with ifrhich c?Very part of the univerfe is fumiftied. 

The material wotid is only the filell of the univerfe : the 

■world of Kfb are itSf inhabitants. 

If we confrder thofe parts x)f the iti^terial world, ivhich 
he the nearetl to us, atid are th^tefcr^ fnbjea: to bur ob- 
I fenrations and inquiries, it is aLiiiazlng to confidef- the in- 
fimty of animals with t^'hfch it is ftocked. Every part of 
matter is*peopled •; evfery c'ltten leaf fwarms with Inhabit- 
I ants. There h fc^f cely at fiti^ htiihour in the body of a 
man, or of ^ other aftitaal, in which our glafles do not 
^^over myria^ of living ciieitufes. We find even in the 
moft folid bodies, as in marbk itfetf, innttn^eratk cells and 
cavities,which afre crowded With fuch imperceptible inhab- 
it^ts, is are too little for the aakfed eye tio <Hfcover. On 
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the other hand, if we look into the more bullcy parts o^ 
nature, we ice the feas, lakes, and rivers, teeming with 
namherlefs kinds of living creatures. We find every 
mountain and rtiarfli, wilderneis ^d wood, plentifully 
flocked with birds and beafts ; and every part of matter 
«Uibrding proper neceflaries and convepiences, for tlie live- 
lihood of mtdtitudes which inhabit it. 

The author of ** the Plurality of Worlds," draws a 
very good argument from this confideration, for thepeo^ 
pling of every plaiiet ; as indeed it feems vtry probable, 
from the analogy of realbn, that if no part of matter, 
with which we are acquainted, lies wafte and ufelefs, tbol^ 
great bodies, which are at fuch a diftance from us, are not 
defert and unpeopled ; but rather, that they are fumilhed 
with beings adapted to their refpe<ftive fituations. 

Exigence is a bleffing to tliofe beings only which are en- 
dowed with perception ; dnd ti in a manner thrown away 
upon dead matter, any farther than as it is fubfeTv^ient to 
beings which ate confcidUs of their exifterice. According-2y 
we find, from the bodies which lie under our obfervation, 
that matter is only made as the bafis and fupport of ani- 
mals 5 and. tlrat there is no more <yf the one than wimt is 
neceffary for the exiftence of the otlier. 

Infinite Goodnefs js of fo communics^ttVjfe a nature, thai 
It feems to delight ia coafeiring exiftence mion?. every de- 

r'ee of perceptive being. As this is a fpecukaion, vdbich 
have often purfued- witJi great ^atfiire to myfelf, I IhaH 
eiJarge farther upon ic, by CQnfidering that part oi the 
fcale o£ beings, wbicji comes within our Jkiiowkdge, 

There are fo^e living creatures, which are raifed- but 
juft above dead matter. To mention oniy that fpecies ot 
Ihell fifti, whidl is formed ill the fafliion of a eone ; that 
grows to the furface of feveral recks ; ;ind immediatel|F 
dies, onbeing fevered;from the plac^ wh^re it grei^ . Th»e , 
are many other creatures but ct^ rem6ve from the^kf 
which have no otli^r ^fe than t^iat of feeling and tafte.. 
Others have ftyLan4dditionfd one of hearing j others^ of 
fraell ; and ot'her?', of light. It is wonderful to obferve,* 
by what a gi«a4f al pt-ogrefs, the world of life ald\fances/ 
through a, pa-oc^giosus vaii^y of fpeeies, before a creature 
is forced, that is complete in Sfcfl^ its (enies:; and evasr 
iiit^ng th^ theite is.fpph a4ififer^t dipgree ofperfeaidi% 
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' in the fenfe which one animal enjoys beyond what appears 
in another, that though the fenfe in diflferent animals is 
diftinguilhed by the farae common denomination, it feems 
almoft of a diiferent nature.^? If, after this, we look into 
the feveral inward perfe^onsof cunnmg and fagacity, or 
-xvhat we generally caH inffim^ we find them riling, after 
the fame manner, impcroaptibly one above another; and 
receiving additional improvements, according to tlie fpe- 
cie$ in which they arc implanted. This progrefs in nature 
is fo very gradual, that tlie-moft ^perfed of an inferior fpe- 
cies, comes very near to the moA imp€rfe<a of that ^'hich 
is immediately above it. 

The exuberant aiid overflowing goodnefs of the Supreme 
'Being, 'who(e mercy extends to all his works, is plainly 
^een„ as I have befoite hinted, in his having made fo ver^ 
little matter, atleaft what falls within our knowledge, ^ 
that does not fwarm with 3ife. Nor is his goodnefs lefs 
feen in the diverfity, than in the multitude of living crea- 
tures. Had he made but ome fpecies of animals, none of 
the reft would have enjoyed the happinefs of exiftence : he 
tias therefore, JpecifieJ^ in his creation, every degree of, 
life, every capacity of being. The v^ole chafm of na- 
ture, from a plant to a man, is filled up with diverfe kinds 
of creatures, rifmg one after another, by fuch a gentle 
and eafy alicent, tuat the little tranfitions and deviation*; 
'from one fpecies to another, are almoft infeniibie. This 
' intermediate ipnce isToWclLhtdbartded and managed, that 
there is Scarcely a degfree of perception, which does not 
appeat in fome one part of the world of life. Is the 

" .'goodnefe, ot the wifdom of the Divine Being, more man- 
ifefted in this his ptoceediftg ? 

There is k conibquence, befides thofe t 'have already 
^mcntionfed, which feems very naturally deducible from 
the foregeiftg confiderations. I* the fc ale of being rifes 
hy fnck ^iregular progrefs, fo high as man, we may, by 
^parity of reafoA, fuppoie, thaa: it ftill proceeds gradually 
through thofe beings which s6re of ^*a fpperior nature to 
him ; fince there is iriftnit^ly greats ipace aiid room for 

, different degrees of perfeAicn, between the Supreme Be- 
W and man» than between ^ooan and the moft deipicablc 
fnfe<5t, 

tn this great fyftem of being, there is ito creature f« 
Q 
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i^onderful in its nature, and which fb much deferves our 
, particular attention, asmanj. who fills up -jhe middle 
•fpace between the animal and the intelle<5lual mature, the 
. viiible and the invifihle world ; and who is that link in 
tlie cha"n of. beings, ^hich forms the conne<9:ion between 
both. So that he who, in onerefpe^, is affociated with 
. angels and archangels,, and may look upon a being of in- 
finite perfe^ion as iiis father,, arid the highed order of fpir- 
its as his brethren, may, in another -re^eft, fay to ** cor- 
. ruption, thou art my father, anAto the Jwpnn, thou art 
,,niy mother and my,fifterw" ^If^jdiiAP^'^^^* 

SECTION XXJ. 

. TRUST IN THE CAKE OP PROriDBNCE RECOMMMJWEDi 

Man, confidered in himfelf, is a very helplefs, arid-a 
very wretched being. He is fuhje£t every moment to the 
- greateft calamities and^misfortunes. He is befet with dan- 
gers on all fides.; and may become unhappy by number- 
lefs cafualities, which he could not forefec, nof Imve pre- 
vented had he forefeen them. 

It is our comfort, while we are obnoxious to fo many 
.accidents, that we are under the care of one who diredb 
. contingencies, and has in his hands the management of 
every thing that is capable of annoying or offending us ; 
who knows^ the afiiftance we ftand 4n need of, and is al- 
ways ready to beftow it on thofe^ who afk it of him. 

The natural homage^ which fuch a creature owes to fo 
infinitely T/ife and good a Being, is a firm reliance oil him 
for the bleffings and conveniences of life ; and an habitual 
truft in him, for defiverance oiit of all fuch dangers and " 
difficulties as may befall us. 

The man who always lives in tlus diipofition of mind, 
has not the fame d^k and melancholy views of human 
nature, as he who confuftrs himfelf ablftradledly from this 
relation of the Supreme Being. At tjhte fame time that 
Jiie reflefts upon his own weabieftiand imperfe<ftion, he 
comforts htniM^ with the contemplation of thofe divine 
attributes, which are employed for his fafety, and his wel- 
/are. He finds his wanit of foi*efight made up, by the 
omnifcience of him who is his fupport. He. is aot fenfible 
of his own want of ftrength, when he knows that his helper 
,4^ almighty. .Inlhprt^the j^erfoa wh9 has a firm Ufuft on 
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Ae Supreme Bem^ u powerful m his ^ower, wife by his * 
Wtfdom, happy by his happincTs* He reaps tlie benefit of 
every divine attribute 5 and Idfes hii own inuifficiency in 
^e tulnefs of mfittite perfe^fHon* To make our lives more 
eafy to us, we are commanded to purour ttuft in him, who* 
irtinis able to rpltei^and fuc^sour u^ j the Divine Good* 
nefs having made fuch a reliance a duty,_notwithftanding 
we (hould nave been miieraMe, had it been forgiven us. 

Among feveral motives, which might' be made ufe of 
to recommend this dul^y to us» I OxoSk only take notice of 
thofe that fcjlkw?^ , 

The firil and ftron|f&ft is, that we arepromiied, he 'will 
not fail thofe who put theh* truft in him. '• 

But without eoniideriftg the fltperrtatursfl blefling, which; ' 
accompanies this duty> we may obferve, that it has a nat^ 
ural tendency to iti' own rewards or, inotlier words^ 
that this firm truft and eofifidenoe in the great difpofer of 
all things coijtributes very much to th^ getting clear of 
a»y afHiaion, or to tke bearing of it manfully. A perfon 
wbb believes he h'aS^hfsfuccourat'li'an?, and that heafts 
itif the fight of his. friend,, often exerts himfelf beyond his 
J^illtiesf anddow wand€r»> that are not to be matched 
by one ^ho is not antihated with fucb a confidence of fuc- 
cefs. Truft in th€ aSftanee of in Almighty Being, nat- 
ufally produces patiente, iiopc,^^ cheerfulnefs, and all other 
drfpofitioiis of mind, "w^ich alleviate tfeofe calamities that 
wci^e notable to remove. 

The pradice-of this virtue adminifters great comfort to 
tfaemkidof man, in times vof poverty and aifli<51ion ; but 
moft of all, in the hour of death. When the foul is hov- 
crhig, in the- laft nrtomehts of its fepaiation ; when it is 
juft entering on another ftate of exiftence, to converf^ 
with fcenes, and objedls, and companions, that afe alto^. 
gether new ; -what can fupport her under fuch tremblings 
•f thought, fuch fear, fuch anxiety, fuch apprehenfions, 
bat the cafting of all her cares upon hijh, who firft gave 
her being ; vmo has conduced her thr$^gh one ftage of 
k-; and who will be always prefent, to giii^ and comfort 
hir in her progrefs through eternity? . /^ add^qn^ 
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aECTION XXlIi 

Piety, and gratitiuleto God, contribute, in a high de-*- 
gree, to enliven profperity- Gratitude is^ a plealing emo- 
tion. The fenfe of being diftinguiftied by the kinanefs o£^ 
another, gladdens the heart, warms, it with reciprocal affec- ^ 
tion, and gives to any pofleffion which, is agreeable in it- 
lelf, a double relilh, from its being the gift of a friend. 
Favours conferred by men, I acknowkSgc, may prove- 
burdenfome. For human virtue is . never perfed.; and^ 
fomefimes uiireafonabk expe^ations on the.one fide, fonie- 
dmes a mortifying fenfe of dependence on tlie other, cor- 
vole in fecret the ple^ure of benefits, and convert the- 
obligations of friend^p mto grounds ef jealoufy. But 
nothing of this kind.can afiEed. uie ihtorcoarfe of gratitude - 
with Heaven. Its favours are wholly diUntere&d j and 
Irith a graticade the moft cordial and uRfufpiciou^ a good 
man looks up to that Almighty Ben^fbdor» who ahns at 
no end bt^ the happiaefs of diofe whom h^bleffc^ wai^ 
who defires no return fton)^ them,, but ad^ot^andthank*- 
fill heart. While others can trace their profpeiity toso- 
hu^herfourcethan a concturence of worlcUy caufes jaiid^ 
itften, of mean or tnffing incidents, wiudi dccafion^dlyr 
favoured their dt&gm ; with what Aiperior {ii6$£sL€tiGn 
dOjK the fervant of pod remark the hand of that gmcious 
^ow^, which hsah raifed him up, which hath happily 
eonduded him through die rariona fteps^ of life, and' 
ctoWned him witLthe ttioft foiwiarable ditHm^lton beyond 
hisequalft? 

Let us ferther confider, that not only gratitude foar 
the paft, but a cheering fenfe of diTtne favour at the pref- 
ent,entei's into the pious emotion. Tftey a«only the virtu- 
ous, who in their pro^eious days hear this^voice addreffed' 
to them, " Go ihj way, eat thy bread with Joy, aad^rinlt 
thy wine with a cheerful heart ; for God now aocepteth 
thy works." He who is tiie amhor of ^xir profpentyy^ 
giv«5 them a title to enjoy, with complacency, his own 
gift. While bad men fhatch the pleafures^of the world as 
by flealth, without countenance from the great proprietor 
of the worlds the righteous fit openly down to the feaft o£ 
life, under the feiile of approving heaven,. No g«iltyt 
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fears damp their joys. I'he bleflmg of God reds upon ail- 
that they poflefs ; his protedion furrounds them ; and • 
hence, "in the habitations of the righteous is found the 
' voice of rojoicing andfalvatron." A luftre unknown to 
others, fnvefts,in their fight, the whole face of nature. Their 
piety refleifts a funfbine from beaven upon die profperity of 
the world ;. unites in one^point of view, the fmiling afpe<a, 
both of the powers above, and of the objefts below. Not on-- 
ly have they as fu!l a relilh as others, of the innocent pleaf- 
ures of life, but> morbovef , in thefe they hold communion ^ 
with their divine benefa^or. In all that is good or fair,' 
they trace his hand. From the beauties of nature, from 
the improvements of art, froift the enjoyments of fooial life, * 
they raife their affedUon to the fource of all the happincfs^ 
which furromids them ; and thus widen -the fphete of their 
pleafures, by adding intelle^ual, and fpiritual, to earthly • 
joys. 

For illuftration of what I h^ve faid on^hishead, remark 
that cheerful enjoyment of a profperous ftate, which kiftg' 
D^vid had' when he wx»ote the twentythird pfalm; and com- - 
pare the higheft pHafures-of the ■ riotous fmner, with the- 
happy and f^tisfied fpirit which breathes throughout that 
pfalm. In the 4nidft of the fplendor of royalty, with what 
amiable^funplicky of gratitude does'helook up to the Lord^ 
as*" his Shepherd ;'* .happier in afcribing all his fuccefs to 
Divine favour, than to the policy of his council Sj or to the' 
force of his arms ^ Howtnany inftances «Sf divine goodnefs 
aroie before him in pieailng reiftembrance, when with fuch' 
relifh he fpake of '-^ green^paftures and dill waters,'* befide 
which God had Fed him ; of his cup which he had made 
to overflow vand? of the table which he had prepared for* 
hifii Tn'the^refence of his enemies 1 With what perfe<5t 
trailquillity does he look forward to the time of his paffing 
t^irough " the valley of the ihadow of death ;" tinappalled v 
by that fpe<ftre, whofe nK>ft diftant appearance blafts the 
profperity of finners I He fears^ no evil, as long as^ *' the rod" 
and the ftafP' of his Divine Shepherd are with him ; and 
through all the unknown periods of this and of future exift. / 
ence, commrts himfelf to his guidance \rith fecure and trf- ' 
1»mphant hope : " Surely goodnefs and m^rcySvill follow 
me- all the days of my life ; and I fhall dwell in the houf^: 
^ the Lord fOTever.'^ "What a^purified,ientimental enjoy- 
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xneBt of profperity is hem exhibited ! How different frcttn^ 
thatgrofs reli Ih of worldy pkaAires, which belongs to th^e' 
who iidiohi only the terreftrial fide of things; who raife 
their views to no higher objeds than the fucceflion of htt» 
man contingencies, and theweak efforts of humaR ability;', 
who have noprote<5toror patron in the heavetts, to enliven i 
their profperity, or to warm their hearts with gratitude and" 

frECTlOtJ XXIII.. '^^*«-A 

riMVMt warn/ liMEJ^r sootmd^ w^ not- sfmyfi» to 9n»: pmj^sucf 09» 

Th» city of Sidon having furrendered to .Mexand^, he* 
ordered Hepheilion to beftow the crown oahimwhemthe' 
Sidoniaos fliould thhil^ moflr. worthy^ of that honoun He- 
pheftton being at that time refkimt with two young men ofc 
dtftinftion, offered them the kingdom ; but they refufed it, 
telling him that it was contrary to the law* of their coiwtry 
to admit any one to that honour, who was not oftfaie loyali 
family. He ^en havii^ expreffed Imadrntration of theiir 
ctifintisrefted ffPtiU defired them %3 iiM0L one. of the royal i 
lacei who might remember that, he received the cfowz^ 
through their hsmdS' Overlooking aoaiiy, who would have 
Iteea ambitious of thi^ high honcnir, they mads choice off 
AbdcJcgiymus, whofe fingularmerit had rendered hmi con«^- 
fpicuousy even in the vale of .obfcurity. ThotighTemotelyv 
related to the royal family, aieries-of raislbrtmies Htd re»- 
daced him to th^ AecefHty of cvritivati;ng x gardevt^ for at 
&aall ftipend, in tjj^ fuburbs of the city. 

While Abdolojaymns was bufily employed m vnecdingr^ 
his garden, the two friseads* of Hepheftiork, bearing in dieir 
hands the fnfigns of royalty, approached htm, and falutedr 
htm king. Tbey^ informed himr that Alexander had- supM 
pointed him to that office ; aad required- lam immediately 
to exchange his ruftic giurbi and utenfils^ of hu&andry, f<nr$ 
the regal robe and fceptre. At the feme time they a<teon<-r 
iftied fim,wheiih0^{hoi4<ibe ftated^on the throne^and have;' 
a nation in his pow^, not tp forget the humbk conditioii 
IVom which he badb^rai^d; . 

AlllimyAt thefir^ft) apliearedto AbdolonymiHP as an 
illufion of the fancy, or an infidt ofiertd to his j)bvorty. 
He retipeftcd ^lem u^ to tsovble jUm fanbe^ 1^ iheii: 
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imi^eTtiiiBnt j»ftsr; and to Imd^ foot© other way of amufiti^ 
tifcemMves, whidi might karehkn in the peaceable mi- 
jc>ynKnt of his obfcure haa>itatkm. At length, however, 
they convinced hiiXH that they were ftrloxte in their propo* 
fklj and prevailed upon hinr to ac<:ept the regal office^ 
aad accompany tkem to the palace. 

No fooaer was he iu poffeffion of the govemtrient, than' 
pride and envy created him enemies ; who' whifpered their 
, rniisrmiirfi in every pi^ce, till at laitthey reached the ear of 
Alexander. He commanded Uie new eledled prince to be 
fent for ; a»d inquiredof him^ vtth what temper of mind^ 
hs had borne his poverty. "Would to Heaven," repli- 
ed Abdolonymus, ** thatl may be abk to bear my crown 
with equal moderatiott : for when I poffeffed little, I winted 
nothing :thefehandrfuppiiedmewith\;^atever I defired." 
From this anfwer^ Alexander forroedf fo high an idea of 
Bis wifdom, that he confirmedthe choice which had beeia 
made ; and annexed^ neighboutittg province to the gov- 
omm»it of SidoA.' QtfiNrm cvktjus* 

xenon XICIVV • 

kTTAMPTSD to BRIBE HIM TO AlS INTERESTS^ MT THE OPFBti-^ 
OF AGREJT SUM OF MOtfETl 

WiT^jtAregard to my poverty * the- king hm; indeed, been 
juftly i^>favmedi My whde eftate-confilb taa houfe of but 
meanap|^aiimce,aftd^ little fpot of gtouod ; from which, 
by nay own laiKMi^r, I draw my &pport. But if, by any 
meaASi thou^haft l^ecsn perfaad^dtto thmk that this poverty 
renders m^e of lerscoi)fe<^nee in my own country, or in 
any degree mibappy« thou ^rt greaitly deceived; I have no 
reafon to comphtin oi^fDrtinskie ;-. ihe fupplies me \^nth all that 
n'<«itute requires ; and if I am without fuperBnities, I am 
siXo free from tbs;d«&f€ of tlieiti. Witii thefe, I confefs I 
ihouldbe more able lo fuccotwr the aecefitoUs, the only 
advantage for w^Lch the wealthy are^to he envied ; but 
frnall as my polTeflions a^e, J c^ iHli contribute femething, 
to the fupport of the ftate^ ^nd the aiSftance of my friends. ' 
With refpedl to honours, my coutitry places i»C5, poor as I 
am, upon a leve^With tJ)e richeCl : Fier- Rtime knows no 
^ualiSc^ions for great tu^i^^ymmte, Iwt vArtu^ and abil^ 
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ity. She appoints me to officiate in the moft auguftcerei 
monies of religion : fee intrufts me with the command of 
her armies ; (be confides to my ciu« the moil important ne- 
^ociadoas. ' My poverty does not leflen the weight and in- 
fluence of my couofels- in the ftnate;- The Roman people 
honour me for that very povert^r which king Pyrrhus con-r? 
iiders as-a difgrace.! They know the many^opportunities • 
I have had to emich n>yfelft • without cenfure ; . they are'- 
convinced of my difmterefted zeal for their profperity : 
and if I have any thing to complain of,in the return they 
make me, it is only the excefs of their ^plaufe. What 
.value, then, can I put upon thy gold -and fdver ? What » 
king can add any thing to my fortune ? Always attentive- • 
to difcharge the duties incumbent upon me, I have a mind- ^- 
^-ee fr6m felfreproach ? and I have anhoneft fame. 

SECTION XXV. • ; 

fSBMJmStL OP JAMCt I. KING OP MlfdUOlD, * 

No PRiHC.Ey io little enterprifiiig and fo inoffenfive, was**= 
ever fo much expofed to the oppoflte extremes of calumny ' 
and flattery, of fat ire- and* panegyrics- And the fa^ions -• 
which began in his time, being ftill continued, have made 
his charafter be as much difput^d to this diy,:as is com-' 
monly that of princes who are our. contemporaries. Many 
virtues, howev^, it muft be -owned, he was poflefTed of ; * 
but not one of them pure, or freeft-^mthe contagfioli of die ' 
neighbouring vices. His generoA ty bordered oh proAifion, 
his learning on pedantryj his pacfflc difpofition on pufiUan- 
imity^^is wifdom on ctmningi hi&fi*»endfhip on: light fancy, 
and boyifli fondnefs, Whik he- imagined that he was • 
only maintaining his ow)l^ authority, he may pethaps be' 
fiifpe<5ted in fome of his'aftions^and ftiMmoret>f his pre^ 
tenfions, to have-encroached on the liberties, of his people. * 
While he endeavoured, by^anexadt neutrality, to acquire- 
tlie good will of all his neighboms, he was able to preferve- 
fully the efteem and regard of hone. His capafcity was 
confiderable, but fitter to difcourfe on genoral maxims,:* 
than to condud any intrieate bufinefs. 

His intentions were juft, but more -adapted to thexcaa-- 
du<^ of private life, than to the government of kingdoms^^ 
Awkward in his perfon, and ungainly in his manners, he^ 
^Kasili qualified to comm^d. refpe^ : partial an4 ^ndyji^ 
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Gcrhing iti his affections, he was little fitted to acqiin^ gen- 
eral love.. ^ Oi^a feeble temper, more than of a fmgal jtrag- 
ment ; expofed to our ridicule from his Vanity, hut cbcempt 
from our hatred> by his freedom from pride -^d arro- 
gancre* .^d, upon the whole, it mzy be pronounced of his 
charafter^ that all his qu^ities were fullied with weaknefs, 
and embellifhed by htmianity. Political courage he was. 
certainly devoidof ; and from thence chiefly is derived tHe 
ftrong prejudice, which prevails againft his perfonal brav- 
ery : an inference, however, which muft be owned, from 
general •xperience, to b6 extremely fallacious ^ 

^ SECTION XXVJ*- 

Thi« gi«at emperop, in the plenitude of his power, 
and in pofieffion c^f aUthe honours which can flatter the 
feeart of man, took the extraordinaty re^lution, to refign 
Ills ktngdcxms ; and to whlidraw enttpely from any coricera. 
ia burned or the affairs of rl^iis world, Ia ^rder diat he 
might fpend'^ temainder of his days in retirement and 
fblitude. Though itre<|uires neither deep refle^ori, nor 
ettraordinary diu^mment, to difcover that tlie ftatc of 
royalty is not exempt from cares and difkppoiiitments ^ 
diough moft oi thdie who are eocalted to a throne, findfo- 
Bctttme, and fatiety, and difguft, to be their perpetual at- 
tendants, in that envied preertiinence j yet, to defcend vol- 
untarily from the fupreme to a fufeo^diuate. ftation, and to 
relinquiih the polfeffion of power, m order to attain the 
mijoyment of happineft, fee«ns to bean effoft too great for 
the human mind. Several inftancesj iivieed, occur in hif* 
tory, of monarchs who have qmtted a throne, and have 
ended their days in retiren^ent. But they wet^e either weak 
frinces, who took this reiblution talhly, and repented of 
it as foon as it was taken ; or unfortunate princes, from 
iKhofe hands fbme ftrong tival had wrefted their fcoptre, 
and compelled them to defcend with reiu^ance mto a pri- 
vate Ration. Dioclefiim is, perhaps, the only prince capa- 
hk of holdiwgtJ^T-dns^ of government, who evser pefigned. 
tliem from deliberate choice ; and who Continued, during 
«iaay years, to ^njoy *« tranqutUrty of retirement, without: 
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fetching one penitent figh, or drafting back one look of de— 
fire, towards the power or dignity which he had abandoned,- 

No wonder, then, that'Charle&'s resignation fhould fill all- 
Europe with ailonifhment ; and give rife» both an>ong his^ 
contemporaries, and among the hiflorians of that period^ 
to various conje^Elures concerning the motives which deter- 
mined a prince, whpfe ruling paffion had been uniformly^ 
the love of po\^'er, at the age of fifty fi^, ^;^4len objects of - 
ambition operate with full force on the mind, and are 
purfued with the greateft ardour, to take a refolution fo 
Jingular and unezpe^bed. 

The emperor, in puHuance of liis deterrninatibn, having 
affembled the ftates of the Low Countries at Bruffek, feat- 
ed himfeirfor the laft time, in the chahr of ftate ; on one - 
iide of wiiich was placed his ion, and on the other, hit 
fifter, the queen of Hungary, regent of the Netherlands, 
with a iplendid retintie of the grandees of Spain and prinees 
of the empire ftanding behind htm. The prefident of the 
council or Flanderi,'b7 his conimandi eiphiinedr ta a few 
words, his intention in calling this extraordinary meeting of 
the flates. He then read the inftrument of r^gnation, by 
which Charles furrendered to his fon Philip all his territo* 
sies, jurifdidion, and authority in the Low Countries ; ab- - 
fjplving his fubjeds -there from their oath of allegiance to 
him, which he required them to transfer to Philip his law* 
ful heir ; and to ferve^him with the £une loyalty and zeal 
that they had manifefted, during fo lo^ acourfe of years, 
iii fuj^ort of birgOTemraPent., 

Charles then role from hie ieati and kaniitg on the (houK 
der of the prince of Orangey'fcecauie he was unable to ftand 
w ithout fupport,he addreffed himfetfta the audience ; and» 
from a paper which he held in his hand, in order to aflift 
his memory, he recounted^ with dignity, but without often- 
tation, all the great things which -he had undertaken and " 
performed, fince the^om'menccment of Jbis adn^nifh-ation. . 
He obferved, that,4tom the feventeenth year of his age, 
he had dedicated^all his ch'Oughts and attention to public 
obje<5ls, refervmg no p^»tioa of his timi for the indulgence 
of his eafe,and very little fdrthe enjoyment cf pi^vate pleaf- 
ure ; that either m a pacific or lioftile manner,^ had yifited « 
Germany nine times, Spain fix times, France four times-, > 
It^y ftiven times, tl^e Low countries ten times^ England ^ 
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' 'twice, Africans often>arid had made eleven voyages byfea ; 
that while his heaMi permitted him to difcharge his duty, 
and the vigour of his conftitution was equal, iii arty degree, 
to the arduous officeof governing fuch exteiiflve dotninions, 
-he had never -Ihunned labour, nor repined titidet fatigue j 
that nbw, when his healthrwas broken, and his vigour ex- 
haufted by the rage of an incurable diftemper, his growing 
'infirmities admonHhed him to retire ; ilor was he fofonS 
of reigning, as to retain: the fce|^e in an impotent hand, 
-which was no longer able toprote6thisfubje<as,or to render 
them happy ; thatitifteadof a fovercign worn out with dif- 
eafes, aiid^carcely half aKve, he gave Uiem on^ in the prime 
of life, aecuftdmed already to govern, attld who added to 

/ the vigour of youth all the .attention and fagacity of ma- 

-turer years ; diat if, during the courfe of a long adminif- 

^tration, he had committed any jnaterial error in govern- 

. ment, or if, under the prefTure of fo many and great affairs, 

and amidft the attention which Jie had^been obliged to 

-give to them, he had either negle(5ted or injured any of his 

Sibjecfts, he now implored thdir forgivenels. ; that, for. his 

•part, he fhould ever retain a grateful fenfe of their fidelity 

and attachment, and would carry the remembrance of it 

along with him to the place of his retreat, as his fweeteft 

confolation, as well as the beft reward for all his fervices ; 

and, in his laft prayers to Almighty God, would pour 

forth his ardent wiflies for their welfare. . 

Then turning towartis "Philip, who fell on his knees 
and kifled his father'^ hand, " If,** fays he, « 1 had left 
you, by my death, this rich inheritance, to which I have- 
made fuch large additions, fome regard would have been 
juftly due to nty memory on that account ; but now, 
when I voluntarily refign to youSvhatlmight have ftill 
-^retained, I may well exped thie warmefl expreffions of 
thanks on ybur part. With thefe, howevc*r,l difpenfe; 
and Ihall c6nfider your concern for the welfate* of your 
fubjedts, and your love of them, as the heft and moft ac- 
ceptable teftimony of your gratitude to me. It is in ybur 
power, by a wife and virtuous adminiftration, to juftify the 
extraordinary proof which I give this day of my. paternal 
•affe<aion, and to demonftrate that you are worthy of the 
■confidence which I repofe in yon. Prefefve'an inviolable 
.Tegari for religion ; maintain the Catholic faith in its pu- 
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rity ; let the Jaws of yowr country be fkered in your eyes j 
encroach not on the ri^ts and privileges of your people ^ 
and if the time fhall ever corns?, \vhen you fhall wiih to 
enjoy the tranquillity o£ private life, may you have a fon 
endowed with fuch qualities, that you caa refign your 
fceptre to him, with as much iatisfa^ion asl ^ive up mine 
to you/' 

As fooB as Charles had finifhed this long addrefe to his 
fubjcAs, and to their new fovereign, he fiink mtothe chair, 
exhavfted and ready to faint with the fatigue of fuch an 
extraordinary effort. Dining his difcourfe, the whole 
audience melted into tears ; fome from admiration of hi^ 
magnanimity ; others foflened by the expreiHons of ten- 
demefs towards his fon, and of love to his people : and all 
were affected with the deepeft forrow, at loltng afcnrereigrvj 
who had diftinguilhed the Netherlandst his native country, 
with particular marks of hi« regard and attachment. 

SECTION XXVII. 

A FEW weelcs afier the ref^pation ^of the Netherlands^ 
Charles, in an affembly noleK fplendid, and witjbi a cere* 
inonial equally pomj>ous, refigned to his fon the crowns 
of Spain, with all the territories 4^p6n^ing on them, both 
in the old and m the new world. Of all thefe va/l pollei^ , 
fions,he referved npthing for himfelf, but an annualipenfio? 
of an hundred, thoufand crowr^r., to defray the charges of 
his family, :*nd to afford him ^ fmall fum for a^s of benef* 
Jcence and charity. 

Nothing now remainef! to detain him from that retreat 
for which {ife languifhed. Evefy thing having beeii^pre- 
pared fome time for his voyage, he fet out for Zuithurg 
•in Zealand, where the fleet had orders to tendetzvous. Ih 
his way thijher, he puffed tlirough Ghent ; and after ftcj)- 
ping there a few days, to. indulge tli^ teniier and plea^K 
melancholy, which arifes in the mind of every 1» an ip the 
decline of life, on vifitiiig 0x0 .place of ^ nativity, a^i 
viewing ,the fcenes and Qbje<fcs familisitt to hixn in his e^ly 
youth, he purfued his journey, accompanied 1)y, his foa 
■Philip, his daughter, the arch-duchefc, his fillers the do^'a- 
3;er queens of France jtnd Hungary, Maximilian his foT\-in^ 
.aw> and a;?mmetotisretianecf the JPlemilhi«)biUty, Be- 
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fbre he went on board, he difmifled theni with niarks of 
his attention or regard ; and taking leave of Philip witli 
all the tenderneft of a fdther who embraced his fon for 
the laft time, he let fail under convoy of a large fleet of 
Spaniih, Flemilh, and Englifh fhips. 

His voyage was profperous arid agreeable ; and he ar- 
il ved at Laredo in Bifcay, on die eleventh day after he 
Ifeft Zealand. As foori as he landed, he fell proftrate on 
the ground ; and confldering himfelf now as dead to the 
tvorld, he kifled the earth, and faid, " Naked came I out 
of my mother's womb, and naked I liow return to tliee, 
thou commori mothetof mankind.'' From Laredo he 
proceeded to Valladdlid. There he took a laft aiid tender 
leave of* his two fifter^ ; virhom he would not permit to 
accompany him to his folitude, though they entreated it 
with tears ; ndt only that tliey might have the confolation 
of contributing, by their attendance and care, to mitigate 
or to fodthe his fufferings, but that they might reap in- 
ftruftion and benefit, by joining 'Urith him in thofe pio^s 
exercifes, to which he had confecfated the reniainder of 
'Jils days. 

. From Valladolid, he continued his journey to Ptazencia 
in Eftremadura. He had pafled through that city a great 
ihany years before \ and having been ftruck at that time 
with the delightful fituation of the txioni^ery of St. Juftus, 
Belonging to the Order of St. Jerome, riOt Many miles djf- 
tant from that place, he had then observed to fdme of his 
attendants, that this was a fpot to which peiocleiian might 
Have retired with pleafure. The iihpreflion had remained 
fo ftrong on his lAind, thathef pitcfied upon it as the place 
of his retreat. It was feated in d vale of no great extent, 
■watered by a fmdl brook, and furrOunded by rifing 
grounds, covered with' lofty trees ; froiti the naturp of the 
foil, as well a^ the teniperatiire of the climate, it was ef- 
teemed the moft liealthful and delicious fituation in Spain. 
Some months before his relignation, he had fent an arch- 
itefl thither, to add a new apartment to the monaftery, 
for his accommodation ; but he gave ftri<Sl orders, that the 
ftyk- of the buflding fhould be fuch as^fuited his prefent 
ftation, rather than his former dignity. It confvfted only 
of fix rooms, four of them in the form of friars' cells, with 
Aaked walls } the other two, each twejaty jfeet fquare^ wer^ 
JR. 
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hung with brown cloth, and fumifhed in the moft fimple 
^ manner. They were all on a level with the ground ; with 
a door on one fide into a garden, of which Charles himfelf 
had given the plan, and had filled it with various plants, 
which he propofed to cultivate with his own hands. On 
the other fide, they communicated with the chapel of the 
monaftery, in which he was to perform his devotions. Into 
this humble retreat, hardly fufficient for the Comfortable 
accommodation of a private gentleman, did Charles enter, 
with twelve domeftics only. He buried tliere, in folitude 
and filence, his grandeur, his ambition, together with all 
thofe vaft projeds, which, during half a century, had 
alarmed and agitated Europe ; filling every kingdom in 
it, by turns, with the terror of liis arms, and the dread of 
being fubje^ed to his power. 

In this retirement, Charles formed fuch a plan of lifii 
for himfelf, as would have fuited the condition of a private 
.perfon of a moderate fortune. His table was neat but 
plain ; his domeftics few ; his inter courfetvith them famil- 
iar ; all the cumberfome and ceremonious forms of at- 
tendance onhis perfon ^'ere entirely abolif]ied,as deftruAive 
of tliat ibcial eafe and tranquillity, which he courte4, iu 
order to ibothe the remainder of his days. As the mild- 
nefs of the climate, together With his deliverance from 
the burden's and cares of government, procured him, at 
firft, a confidemble r^miffion from the acute pains with 
which he had been long tormented, he enjoyed, perhaps, 
more complete fatisfadwn in this humble folitude, than all 
his grandeur had ever yielded him- The ambitious 
thoughts and projedls, which had fo long engroffed and 
difquieted him, were quite effaced from his mind. Far 
from taking any part in the political tranfadlions of the 
princes of Europe, he reftrained his curiofity even from 
any inquiry concerning them: and he feemed to view the 
bufy fcene which he had abandoned, with all the coxi- 
tempt and indifference arifing from his thorough experi- 
ence of its vanity, as well as from the pleafing refledion 
'of having difentangled himfelf frum its cares. 
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I^mCES mPOETRT. 

CHAPTER I. 

SELECT 8BNTSKCE8 AKD PARA^SHi^if 3« 



SECTION I. 
SHORT AND EASY SENTENCES, 



I 



education forms the common /nind ;. 
Jttft aa the twig is bent^ the tree*s inclin'd. 

With pleafure let us own our errors paft ; 
And make each day a critic on the la/i^ 

RStLEeiOif* 

A foul without reflexion, like a pic 
Without inhabitant, to ruin runs. 

The private pathv thefecret a<f1"s of men. 
If noble> far the nobleft of their lives. 

NSCESSARr KNOWLEDGE EASILY ATTAIKSt^ifm ■ 

Our needful knowledge, like our needful food, 
Unhedg'd, Ties open in life's common iield } 
And bids all welcome to the vital feaft* 

Di^APPOlNTMSNT. 

DifappoinCment lurks in many a pri^e. 

As bees in flow'rs ; and flings us wi^iuccefcrf 

NOTM. '/^^ 

In the firft chapter? the Compiler has exhibited a cflteilderable 
Tarietjr of poetical coaftmdao% for. the jovai^ ^dcr*s jpteparatoty 
tjacrciie. -^ ' 
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FiRTvovs kisrATiofr* 

Tbe mind that would be happy, muft be great i 
preat in its wifhes ; great in its iurvevs.. 
Extended yiews a narrow mind extencf. 

NAfVtLAL AND FANClfVL UfK^ 

Who lives to nature, rarely can be pure : 
Who lives to fancy, neye? can be rich^ 

CHARITY^ 

In faith and hope the world will difagrce y 
But all niankind's concern is charity* 

THE PRIZE OF VIRTUE* 

What nothing earthly gives, or can deftroy. 
The foul's caun funfluAe, and the heart felt joyj^. 
Is virtue's pri^. 

iMNSR Affix MODESTY CONNECTED. 

Diftruftful fenfe with modeft caution fpeaks ; 
It lUU Idoks home, and fhort excurfions makes 
But rattling nonfenfe in fiill volleys breaks. 

MOR^ DISCIPLINE SALUTARH, 

Heav'n gives us friends to'bjefs the prefent fcene ; 
Refumes them to prepared for the next. 
All evil^ natural are mora! goods ; % 

All difi%iline,4ndulgence, on the whole. 

PRESENT BlESiSlNGS VNDERFALVED. 

Like birds, whofe beauties languift, half concealed. 
Till, moimrc^d on tbe wing, their glofly plumes 
Expanded fhine with azure, green, and gold. 
How bleffings brighten as they take their flight ! 

HOPE, 

Hope, of all paflions mod befriends us here : 
Paffions of prouder name befriend us lefs. 
Joy has her tears, ^and tranfport has her death ; 
Hope, like, a cordial, innocent^ though ftrong, 
Man's heart, at oncfe, infpirits and ierenes. 

/ ' HAPPINESS MODEST AND ytANQJUIL% . 

' Never man was truly bleft. 



■] 



But it composed, and gave him fuch a caft 
As folly might miftake for want of joy :; 
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A caft unlike the triumph of the proud y 
A modeft afpeft, and a fmile at heart, 

TRUS GREATNESS. 

Who noble ends by noble means obtains^ 
Or failing, fmtles in exile or in chains, 
Like good Aurelius let ham reign, or bleexJ^ 
Like Socrates, that man is great indeed. 

THB TSAR OF SYMPATHT.' 

No radiant pearl, which crefted fortune vcrears, 
No gem' that twinkling hangs from beauty's ears; 
Nor the bright ftars, which night's blue arch adorn;* 
Nor rising funs that gild tiie verttal mom. 
Shine with fuch luftre, a« tlie tear that breaks. 
For others' wo, down ^Virtue's manly cheeks. 
SECTJON n. 

^ffERSES IN WmCH THE LINES ARE OF DIFFERS 
ENT LENGTH, 

ttinS OF CMLRSTlAi ^j^Itf* 

Restless morulstoil fornoi^ht ; ■' ^> ,- 
Blifs in vain from earth is ibeig^t j ^ 
Blifs, a native of the iky, 
Never ^i^mders. Mortals, try ^ 
There you cannot {kek^k^ysun^f 
9or tolbek her is to gs^. 

TffS PAS^ONSi 

The paffions ai^ a' numerous croud} 
Imperious, pofkive, and loUd. fe ' 

Curb thefe licentious ions of ftrife 5 
^ Hence chiefly rife tbe ftorms of life ; 
If they grow mutinous, andrav6, 
They are thy maftcrs, thou their flave. 

TRUST JV PROFlhMlKJt ItSCOMMMNS^Di ■ ^ 

^k Providence alone fecares, 
In ev'ry change^ both mine attd-your9# 
Safety confifts notjn efcape ^ 

From daagdrS of a frightful fhape v- 
An earthquake may be bid to fpar^. 
The mao*tb«it'$ ftrangl^ed by a hair» - > 

4 
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Fate ftcals along with filetit tread, 
Found oft'neft in what leaft we dread ; 
Frowns in the ftorm with ^ngry brow. 
But in the funlhine ftrikes the blow. 

How lov*d, bow valu'd once, arails thee not» 
To whom related, or by whom begot x 
A heap of duft alone remains of thee ; 
*Tis all thou art, and all the proud fhall be» 

FAME. 

All fame is foreign, bnt of true defert ; 

Plays round the head, but comes not to the heart-. 

One felf-approving hour whole years outweighs 

Of ftupid darers, and of loud huzzas ; 

And more true joy Marcellus exiled feels,. 

Than Cefar widi a fenate at his heels. 

FIRTUS THE GVARDI/TS OF rOVTJt. 

.Down the fmooth ftream of life the ftrippling dart% 
Gay as the. mom j bright glows the vernal fky, 
Hope fwells his fails, and pafCon fleers his courie-. 
Safe glides his little bark along the ftiore, 
Whttft virtue ^kes her ftand : but if too far^ 
He launches fordi beyond difcretton's mark, < 
Sudden the tempeft fcowls, the furges roar. 
Blot his i^ day, and plunge him in the deepv 

svtfkiss. 
But yondei comes the pow'rful king of day. 
Rejoicing in the eaft. The lefs'ning cloud. 
The kindling azure, and the mountain's hrow,. 
IllumM with fluid gold, his near approach 
Betoken glad. Lo, now, ;^parent alt 
AQant the dew-brtght earth, and colourM w. 
He looks in bonndlefs majefty abroad ; 
And fheds the ftiining uay, tfiat bumilhed plays 
On rocks, and hills, ^ towr*s, and wandering ftfea*l$> 
High gleammg from afar. 

SELF GortRNMENt* 

May I goireni my paflions with abiblute fway ^ 
And grow W^r iioi^m^ as life i^e^irs awa;«^- 
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SBMPffSRD, 

On a motintainj flretch'd beneath a hoary willow. 
Lay a Ihepherd fwam, and view'd the rolling billow. 
SECTION XIU 

VERSES CONTAINING EXCLAMATIONS, INTERROGA- 
TIONS, AND PARENTHESIS. 

A coMPtTENCE is all We can enjoy : 

Oh ! be content^ where Heav'n can give no more t 

REFLECTION ESSENTIAL TO BAPPIVEiSi. 

Much joy not only fpeaks fmall happinefs, 
But happinefs that fhorjty muft expire. 
Can joy unbottcfn'din refle<ftion, ftand i 
And, in a tempeft, can refledlion live > 

Can gold gain friendfhip ? Impudence of hope ? 

As well mere man an angel might beget. 

Love, and love only-) is the loan for love. 

Lorenzo ! pride reprefs ; nor hope to find 

A friend, but what has found. a freind in thee. 

All like the pur chafe ; few the price will pay i 

And this ma^ friends fuch miracles below. * > 

PATIENCE, ^ A^ 

Beware of delp'rate A^ps. The darkefl day ^-^ vC^ 
(Live- till tomwrow) will have pafs'd away, 

-,——--»-«-_—_ O luxury \ 




Bane of elated life, of affluent ftates. 

What dreary change, what ruin is not thrne ! 

How doth thy bowl intopcate the mind ! 4'^ ^ 

To the foft entrance of my rofy cave, ^ / . * 

How doft thou lure the fortuimte and gr^M: ! y 

Dreadful attradion \ - "^ 

riRTUOUS ACTinTT^ 

Seize mortals ! feize the tranfient hour ; 
IinprOve each moment as it flies : 
Life's a, fhcMTt fummer — ^man a flow'r j • 
He dies— Alas ! how foon he dies I 
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THE SOURCE Of MdPPINSSS. 

It eafen's^ whole pleafhre, aU the joys of fjiiUBi, 
He in Aree worch, heahb, peaces and<ceHpeteace :' 
But health conflfU with tempenmce alone ; ' 
And peace, O virtue ! peace is all thy o^ta. 
M^CW MMOTIOir, 

Who can forbear to finile with nature ? Can^ 
The ftormy paflions in the boibm roll. 
While ev*ry gale is peace, and ev'ry g»o»e 
Is melody I 

SCUrUDE.* 

facred foUtude ! divine retreat \ 
Choice of the prudent ! envy of the gi^at f 
By thy pure flreani) or iii thy wavine fhade^* 
We court fair wifdon>» that celeftialiBriaid : 
The genuine offspring of her lov'd embrace, 
(Strangers on earth,) are innocence and peace. 
There, from the ways of men laid fafe aihcre. 
We fmile to bear the diftant tempeft roar ; 

There, blefs'd with health, with bus'nefs i^nperpleifd^ * 
This life we relifh, and enfure the next. 

PXMSUMB NOT ON TOMOltMOm: 

In hxunan hearts what bolder thought can rife. 
Than man's prefumption on tomorrow** daim ? 
Where is tomoprow ? In another worldw 
For numbers this is certain 5 the reverie 
Is'fure to none. 

Dum vivimus vivamus. 

0hilji we li^^ let us live. * 

•« Live^ while you live," the epicure would'fayv. • 
*<. And feize tlie pleafures of the pre^t day." 
« Live while yen live," the fiicred preacher cries j 
•* And give to God each moment as k %t^*^ 
Lord ! in my views, let both united be j 

1 Hve in pleafure, when I live to thee t ' 

. * fiy Mtwk bMe 19 tttant, a temporary, feclufita Mtt3kjli« 
Worl4« ; - - '. 
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SECTION TV. 

^SES IN V-'VRIOUS FORMS. 
iCURJTT OF VIRTUE. 

Let cotl^iW guilt, with pallid fear,. 

To ftiek'rtng caverns fly, 
And juftly dread the vengeful fate^ 

That thunders through the flcy. 

Protected by that hand, whofe law 

The threat'ning ftorms obey > 
Intrepid virtue fmiles fecure. 

As in the blaze of day* 

RESIQKATIQir. 

Apd O ! by error^s force fubdued, 

Since oft my ftubbom will 
Prepoft'rous ftun&the latent good. 

And grafps the fpecious ill. 
Not to my Wi(h, but to my want. 

Do thou thy gifts apply 'y *> v 

Una/k'd what good thou knoweft grant ; 

What ill, though aik'd, deny. ■ 
COMPASSION. 
I have fovmd out a gift for my fair ; 

I have found where the wood-aigeons breed : 
But let me that plunder forbear ! 

She will fay, 'tis a barbarous deed. 

• For he ne'er can be true, Ihe averr'd. 

Who can rob a poor bird of its young t 
And I lov'd her the more, when I heard 
^ Such tendemefs fall from her tongue. 

EPITAPH. 
Here refts his head upon the lap of earth, 

A youth to fortune and to fame unknown ; 
Fair Science frown*d not on his humble birth, 
And Melancholy jnark'd him for her own. 
Large was his bounty, and his foul fmcere ; 
Heav'n did a recompenfe as largely fend : 
He gave tq mfs^ry all he had— a tear ; 
He gaiti'd from Hiav'n ('twae all he wiAM) a frienA 
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No farther feek bJs merits to^ difdofe. 

Or draw his frsulties^ from their dread abodei, 

(.There the^ alike in trembling hopetqMfe) 
The bofom of his Father and WCiiB 
yor ANj> soRKonr connMtbd., 

Still, where rofy pleafure leads. 
See a kindred grief puifiie ; 
Behind the fteps that inis'ry treads, . 
Approaching comforts view. 
The hues of bKfs more brightly glow» 
Cha(lif*d by (able tints of wo : 
And blended form, with artful ftrife, 
•The ftrength an<f hanttony of life. * 

THE GOlDJSir M^AN.. 
He that holds faft the gold^ me^n. 
And lives contentedly between 

The littte and the gr^at, ^ 

Peels not die wants that pinch Ae poor^ 
Nor plagues that haunt the rich man's door, 

linbitt*ring all his date. 
The talleft pines feel moft the pow*r 
Of wintry blaft -^ the loftieft tow'r 

Comes lieavieill to the gronad^' ;, 

The bohs ^ae fpare the mountaun^s Mt^ / 

His cloud-capt eminence divide ; , « 

A nd fpread the ruin round, • . 

tfCDMRATR ri£WS AND AIMS Jt£COMMSNDEI>J. I 
With paffions unruffled, uAtainted with pride, 

By reafon my life let me fquare ; 
The Tvants of my nature are cheaply fupplled ;^ 

And the reft are but fbUy and care. 

How vaiiily, tJitough infinite trouble and ftrife,. 
The many their labours employ I 
Since all that is truly delightml in Ufe^ 
Is what all, if they pleale, nmy enjoy. 

ATTACffMSNT ra Lf£i. 
The tree of deepeft root is found 

1^4t willing ftill ta quit the ground t 
*TTfc^a therefiore faid, by ancient feges^ , "^ 
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That love of life incteas'd with years j 

So ^lyM^I^^^]^ ^^^^^ ^g^S' 
Wl^nfl|^g™|yhar|>, and fickiiefs rages. 

The greatelt Iwe of life appears. 

riRTUe S ADDRESS TO PLEASURE.* 
Vaft happinefs enjoy thy gay allies ! 

A youth of follies, an old age of cates ; 
Young yet enervate, old yet never wife, 

Vice wafles their vigour, and tEeir mind impairs. 
Vain, idle, delicafte, in thc^ghtlefs eafe^ 

Referving woes for age, their prime they fpend ; 
^ All wretched, hopelefs, in the evil days, # 

With forrow to the verge x>£ life they tend. 
Gjiev'd with the pref5?nt, of the paft afliam'dl 
They live and are defpis'd ; they die, nor more are nam*d. 

■. SEGTiqN V. 

TERSES IN WHICH €©UND CORRESiPONDS TO SlGNinCA- 
TION. 

SMOOTH AND ROUGH KMRSM. 

Soft is the ftrain when zephyr g^ly bloWs, 
And the fmooth ftreahi in fmootj^er numbers flows, 
But when loud furges lafh the founding fhore. 
The hoarfe rough verfe Ihouldlike t;he torrent Voar. 

SLOJV MOtlOir. jMirATED. 
^ WKen Ajax ftrives fome rock's .vaft weight to throw, 
The line too laboiixrs, and the wjord^'inQve flow. 

. SiWlFT AND MAST MbriON* 

Not fo when fwift Camilla fcours the plain, 
Flies o'er th' unbending^ com, and fltimi along the main. 

FELLING TREES IN A JVOODi 
Loud founds the axe, redoubling ftrokes on flrokes ; 
On all fides round the foreft hurls her oaks 
Headlong. Deep echoing groan the thickets brown $ 
Then cuftling, crackling, crafliing, thunder down. 

SOUND OF A MU^ STRING. 

.-T '"■^■ ' : The ftring let fly 

Twang'd fhort and fliarp, li^e the flit Ulfwallow's cry. 
* Seafuai plcafure. 
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rHE PHEASANT. 
See ! from the brake the whirring phe 
And mounts exulting on triihnphan^ 

SCTLLA AND CHARTSi 
Dire Scylla there a fcene of horror fornlsT 
And here Charybdis fills the deep with ftorms. 
When the tide ruflies from her rumbling caves, 
The rough rock roars ; tumultuous boil the waves; 

BOISTEROUS AND GENTLE SOUNDSs 
Two craggy l-ocks proje^ing to the rtiaiii. 
The roaring winds tempeftuous rage reftrain : 
Within, the waVes in fofter murmurs glide ; 
And (hips feeure without their hawfers ride. 

LABORIOUS AND IMPETUOUS MOTION. 
With nmny a weary ftep ahd nrlany a groan, * 
Up the high hill he heaves a huge' ronnd Mnc : 
The huge round ilone refulting, with a bound, 
Thunders imj>etuous down, and fmokes alorig^ the grounds 

REGULAR AND SLOtV MOVEMENT. 
Fir ft march the heavy mules fecureiy flow ; 
O'er hills, o'er dales> o'er crags, o'er rocks they g(h 

MOTIONS SLOW AND DIFFICULT. 
A needlefs Alexandrine ends the fong. 
That, like'k wounded fnake, drags its flow length alon^; 
A ROCK TORN FROM THE BROfP" OF A MOUNTAII^i 
Still gath'rhig force, it finokes, and urg'd amain, 
Whirls, leaps, and thunders down, impetuous to theplainr 

EXTENT AND riOLENCE OF THt Jp-AFES. 
The waves behind impel the waves before. 
Wide rolling, foaming high, and tumbling to the fliore;- 

PENSIVE NUMBERS. 
In thofe deep folitudes, and awful cells, . % 
Where heav'nly penfiye contemplation dwells, 
And ever mufmg melancholy reigns. 

/ ; . BATTLE. 

■ ■■■ A rms on armour daftiing brajr'd ' 
Hornble difcordf and the madding tvbedsT 
Of brazea fury rag'd. 
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For Whoi^to <te|^^g:^tfulnefs a prey^ 

ThisyMH^^P^us being e'er reiign'd i 

Left the war^HB^is of the cheerful day, 
I^or caft oTOLonging, lingering look behind", 

SECTION vi; 
PARAGRAPHS OF GREATER LENGTH. 
comruBUL affscti^t. 
The love that cheers life's latedilage; 
l*roof againft ficknefs and old age, 
Preiery'd by virtue n-om decldifioii. 
Becomes riot weary of attention : 
But lives, when that exterior grace, 
Which firft infpir'd the flame, decays. 
'Tis gentle, delicate, and kind, 
To faults compaffionatCj^or blind ; 
And will with fyrppathy endure 
Thofe evils it would gladly ciire. 
But.angiy, coarfe, and harfh expreffiori, 
Shows love to be a mete profeffion ; 
Proves that the heart is nolle of hi^^ 
Or foon expels hiln if it iil 

swjAm^ pif FLTim msscTs. 
Thick in yon dream of Fight;, a thoufand ways, , 
Upward and downward, Siwaiting and conVblv'd 
The quiv'ring nations iport ; till, tempeft wing'd, 
Fierce winter fweeps them from the face of day, 
Ev'ri fo, luxurious men, unheieding, pafs 
An idle fummer life, in fortune'^ fhin^, 
A feafon's glitter { Thus they flutter on, 
From toy to toy, from vanity tavice ; 
Till, blown aw^y by death, oblivion cQnie§ 
Behind, and ftrikes them from the' book of hTe, 

^ 9ilfkFlCMKCE fW 6W» JIBIfdJliX 

My fortune (for I'll mention aU, 
And more than you dare tell) is fiiiall:; 
Yet ev'ry friend partakes my ftore. 
And want goes fmilmg from mji^ door. 
Will forty fhillings warm the'ltfeaft 
Oif worth or induftry diftreis'd? 
S 
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This fum I cheerfVilly impart ; ^^ 

*Tis fourfcore pleafures to my heart ji 

And you may make, by means likc^efiraj^*^ *^i 

Five talents ten, whene'er you pleafe^- IP -j * 

'Tis true, my little purfe grows light ; * 

But then I flecp fo fweet at night ! 

This grand fpecific will prevair, * 

When all the dodlor's opiates fail. 

rtHTVE THE BEST TKEJSURE, 

Virtue, the ftrength and beauty of the foul, 
Is the beft gift of Heav'n : a happinefs, 
Tliat even above the fmiles and frowns of fate^ 
Exahi> great nature's favourites : a wealth 
That ne'er encumbers ; nor to bafer hands 
<Jan be transferr'd. It is the only good 
jNIan juilly boafb of, or can call his own. 
niches a;« oft by guilt and bafenefs eam'd. 
But for one end, one much negle^ed ufe. 
Are riches worth our care ; (for natutle's wants 
Are few, and without oppulence fupplied ; 
This noble end is to produce the foul ; 
To (how the virtues in their faireft light j 
And make humanity the minifter 
Of bounteous Providence; 

COKTEMH.ATIOK. 

As yet 'tis midnight deep. The weary clouds, 

iSlow meeting, mingle into folid gloom. 

Now, while the drowfy world lies loft in fleep, 

Let me affociate with t^)^ ftrious night, 

And conteujplation her fedate compeer ; 

Let me fliake off th' iritrufive cares of day/ . 

And lay the meddling fenfes all afide. .^ 

Where now, ye lying vanities of life ! 
Ye ever tempting, ever clWatin^ train ! 
Where are you now? and what. is your amount ? 
Vexation, difappointment, and remorfe. } 

Sad, fick'ning thought ! And yet deluded man, ^ 

A fcene of crude disjointed vifions paft 
Aud broken flumbersjjifes ftill refolv'd, .* . v 

With new &xih*d b^^pfio Sn the giddy rouaA -:] ' \ 
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PL^UUIRBS OP riBTr, 

A Deky believM, is joy begun ; 
A Deity adoi'd, is jjay advanced ; 
A Deity beloved, is joy matur'd. 
Each branch of piety delight infpires : • 
Faith buflds a bridge from this world to the next^ 
0*fr death's dark gulf and qjl its horror hides ; 
. Praife, the fweet exhalation of our j oy. 
That joy exalts, and makes it fwecter ftill ; 
PrayV ardent opens h^av'iv lets db^n a dream . 
Of glory, on the confecrated hour 
Of man in audience with the Deity. 

CHAP. II. 

NARRATIVE. PIECES. 
SECTION I. 

« VKR BMARS JNO THM MMES. 

xjLS two young beats, in wanton mood,' 
Forth iffuing from a neigbbourine wood, 
Came where th* induftrious bees had ftot*d, ♦ 
In artful cells, their lufcious hoard ; 
G'erjoy'd they feiz'd, with eaget hafte,. 
Luxtirious on the rich repaft. 
Alarm'd at this, the Ifttle crew 
About their ears vindi^ive flew. 
The beads, unable to fudaicu. 
. Th' un«^«al combat, qilrt'fKe plain ; . 
HaliF blind with rage, and mad with pain^' 
Their native ihelter they regain ; 
There fit, and now, difcreeter grown, 
'5oo late their radmefs they bemoan y 
And this by dear experience gain. 
That pleafure's ever bought with paift» 
So when the gilded baits of vice 
Are placed before our longing eyes, \ 

With greedy hade ^v*e fnatch our fill. 
And fwallow down the latent ill ; 
But when experience opes oyr eyes. 
Away the fancy*d pleafure ^s^ 
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It flies> but oh ! too late we ind, 

It leaves a real fting behind. HM^Jf^C£^, 

SECTION II. ' 

A NIGHTINGALE} that all day long 
Had cheered the village wid^ his iong$^ 
Nor yet at eve hij, note fufpended. 
Nor yet when eventide was ended, 
Began' to h^y as well \^ might. 
The keen demands of appetite; 
When, lookii\g e^^erly around, 
He fpied far oflF. upon the ground; 
A fomethmg Ihtning in the dark,. 
And knew the glow wonRa by his iparfc 
So, ftooping down from hawthorn top. 
He thought to put him in his crop. 
The worm, aware of his intent^ 
Harrangued him thus, right eloquent ; 

" Did you admire my lamp," cjuctb he,^ 
" As much as I your ^linflrelfy, 
You would abhor to do me wrong. 
As much as I to fpoil your ^ong ;^ 
For 'twas the felf lame pow*r divine 
Taught you to fing, and n\e to iliine; 
That you with mudc, I with light. 
Might beautify and cheer the night." 

The fbngfler heard his fliort oration, 
And, warbling out his approbation, 
Released him, a« my ftoi?y tells^ 
And fo\md a fupper fomewhexje elie. 

Hence, jkrring iWlaries may leara 
Their real int*i«ft.to difcem; 
That brother, fliould not war with, broA^^ 
And worry and devour eadb oth^r :• 
But ling and Ihine by fweet conftnt, 
Till life's poor tranfient night is fpent ^ 
Refpe£ling, in each othei?*s cafe,, - 
The gifts of nature and of grace^ . ^ . 

Thofe Chriftians beft deferve the nanif»^ 
^Who ftuc^pufly make ^ap^ tj).^ ym\ 
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Peace, both the duty and the prize 
Of him that creeps, and him tiat fliesr 

SECTION III. 

»ia TRSALS or VTKfUS. 

Blac'd on the verge of youth^ my miad^ 
Life's op'ning fcene furvey'd : 

I viewM its ills of various kind^ 
Affiled and afraid. 

But chief my fear the dangers mov'dy • 

That virtue's path enclofe : 
My heart the wife purfuit approved ; 

But O, what toils bppofe I 

For (ee, ah fee ! while yet her ways. 

With doubtful ftep I tread, . 
A boftile world its terrors raife, t 

Its fnares delufive Ipread.' 

O how fhall I, with heart prepared,' 
Thofe terrors learn to meet ? 

How, from the thbufand fnares to guard- 
My uftexperienc'd feet ? 

As thus I mus*d, oppreffive fleep' 

Soft o'er my temples drew 
Oblivion's veil, — ^The wat'ry deep. 

An objeft ftrange and new. 

Before xae rofe : on the wide Ihore 

Obfervant as X flood. 
The gathering ftorms around me roar, - 

And heave the boiling flood,- 

Kear and mofe near the billows rife 5 
Ev'n now my fteps they lave ; 

And death to my affrighted eyes 
Approach'd in every wave. 

"What hope, 0r whither to retreat } ' 
Each nerve at once unftrung ; 

ChiU fear had fetteiM faft my feet, 
And chained 2ny fpeecMefs tongue* 
S2- 



co)rpsJU 
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I felt my heart within me die ; 

When fudden to mine cay 
A voice, defcending from on high, 
Reprov'd my erring fear. 

«< What tho* the fweUing furge thou fee 

Impatient to devom^ f 
Reft, mortal, reft on God's decree, 

Aiui thankful own his pow*i:.*' 

Know, when he bade the deep^ppear« 

*« Thus far,'' th' Almighty faid, 
" "[Thus far, no farther, rage j and here' 

" Ler thy proud waves he ftay'd.'*' 

I heard ; and lo ; at once controll'd,. 

The waves in wild retreat 
Back on themfelves reludant roll'd,i 

And raurm'ring left my feet. 

Deeps to afTembline deeps in vain 

Once more the ngnsl grave : 
The fliores the rufhmg weight fuftaix)^ 

And check th' ufurpmg wave. 
Convinced, in Nature's volume wife , 

' The imag'd truth I read ; . /iv 

And fudden from my waking eyes 

Th'inftruaivevifionfted. ** 

Then why thus heavy, O my foul !; 

Say why, diftrpftful ftill. 
Thy Uioughts with vain im]^tience roUJ 

O'er fcenes of future ill ? 

Lot faith fupprefis each rifing fear. 

Each anxious.doubt exclude ; 
Thy Maker's will has plac'd thee here,* 
, A Mak^r wife and good ! 

He to ev'ry tri^ knows ^ 

Itsjuft reftraint t;o jgive j 
Attentive to behold thy woe^ 

And faithful to relieve. 

Then why thus heavy, O my fi>ul I 
Say why, diftn^lftLl ftil^ 
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Thy thoughts with vam irapaAieoce roll 

O'er fcenes d£ future lU ? 
Tho' griefi uniiumhtr*d tfirong thee round. 

Still in thy God confide, 
Whofe finger tnarks the ieas their boiBad* 

And curbs the hea<^ng tide« us»RiCS* 

SECTION IV. 

TBJS rOVTH Jim THE BBIL090FHMBJ 

' ^ A Gr EcrAN youth of taleuts rare. 

Whom Platens philoibphic care 
Had form'd for virtue's nohler vieYr> . 
By precept and exampk too. 
Would often boaft his matcklefs ikilU 
To curb the fteed, and guide ^e wheel ; 
And as he pafs'd the gazing throngs 
With graceful eafe, and fmack'd the thong; 
The i<&ot wonder they exprefs'd, 
Was praife and tranfport to his bresUl. 

At length, quite vain, he needs would (how 
His mafler what his wPt could do i 
And bade his flaves the chariot lead 
To Academus' facred fhade. 
The trembling grove confefs'd its fright. 
The wood nymphs darted at the fight ; 
The mufes drop the learned lyre. 
And to (heir inmoft (hades retire. 
Howe'er^ the youth, witk forward air> 
Bows to the fage, and mounts' the car. 
The lafh refounds, the eourfeis fpring. 
The chariot marks the rolling ring ; 
And gathering crowds, with eager eyes>r 
And fhouts, purfue him as- h^ mes. 

Triumphant to the goal returned, 
With nobler thirft his bofom bumM f . 
And now along th' indented plain 
The felf jGume track he i^ptarks 5^aii>i 
Purfues with care the nic^ fldign, 
Nor efer deviates from the Kae. 
Amazement fcizM the circling lirowd y 
The youths with emulation glowed |. 
Ev*n bearded fages hail'd the boy j , , 
And all but Plato gaz'dwith joy^ 
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For he, deep judging f^e, beheld 

With pain die triumphs of the field : 

And when the charioteer drew nigh, 

And| flufliM with hope, had caught his eye,^ 

" Alas^! unhappy youth,'' he cry'd, 

** Expe<a no praiie from me," ( and figh^d. ) - 

" With indignation I liirvey 

Such (kill and judgment thrown away. 

The time profufely fquanderM there, . 

On vulgar arts beneath thy care,. 

If well employ'd, at lefs expenfe. 

Had taught thee honour, virtue, fenfe ; 

And rais'd thee £tom a coachman's fate • 

Ta govern noen, and guide the ilate." 

StCTlOK v.. 

AtfCOmSJI MtlTAlir ADAM JOm tV£, MMriEINS TO lLM9r,'' 

^ow came ftill ev'ning onj and twilight gray: 
Had in her fobet livery aU things ckd. 
Silence accompankd ; for beaft and bird. 
They to their grafly couch, thefe to their nefts - 
Were flunk ; all but the wakeful nightingale. 
She aU night long her am'rous defcant fung : 
Silence was pleas' d. Now glowed the firmament^ 
With living fapphires^ Hefperus, thittled 
The ftarry hoft, rode brighteft, tUl the m€«n, 
Riiing in clouded majefty, at length. 
Apparent queen unveil'd her peerlefc light. 
And o'er the dark her filver mantle threw. 

When Adam thus to Eve : **' Fair confort, th? lKrar«" 
^Of night, aiHi aH things ^now retir'd to refti^ 
Mind us of like repofe j fince God -hath fet ' 
Labour and reft, as day and night, to men 
SttcceflSve ; and the tin^i^y dew of ffeep^ 
Now falling. with foft flum'brous weight, inclines ^ 
Our eyelids. Other creattires all day long 
JRove idle, unemployed, and lefs need reft : 
Mun hath his daily work of body or of mind ^ 
Appointed, -which declares his dignityj 
Atid the regard of Heav'n on aU his ways 5 ; 
While other axHQftiili.iiQs^Te range, . 
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And of their doings Go4 takes no account. 
Tomorrow, ere frefh Morniiig fti^ak the eaft. 
With firft approach of light, we mnft be rifen 
And at our plcafani labour ; to reform 
Yon flow'ry ayhours, yonder alleys green. 
Our walk at npon, wi^ bran<?he$ overgrownj. 
That mock our fcant manuring,, and require 
More hands than ours to lop_ their wanton gr^ 
Thofe bloflbms alfo, and thofe dropping £umi 
That lie beftrown, unfightly andunfmooth, , 
A/k riddance, if we mea» to tread witji eafrw 
Meanwhile, as Nature wills, night' bids^us reft, 

To whom thus Eve, with perfea. beauty ^i 
** My author and difpofer, what thot^ bidft 
Unargufd I obey | fo God ordains. 
With thee converfmg I forget all time ; 
AH feafons ajid their change, all pleafe alike* 
Sweet is the breath of mom, her rifmg fweet. 
With charm of earlieft birds ; pleaiant thefu; 
When firil on this delightful land he fpreads 
His orient beam*, on te^b, tree, fruit, and Ho 
Glift'ring with dew j fragrant the fertik earti 
After foft fkowVs ; and fweet the eoming on 
Of grateful evening mild ;, then filent night, 
Wim this herjbleniiv bird, and this fair moor 
And thefe the gems of he^v'n, her ftarry trai 
.But neither breath of m©m, when fhe afcends 
With charm of, earlieft bii^ ^ nor riiing fun 
Op this deligthfnl lanid ; nor herb, fruit, flow 
Glift'ring with>d^w 5 nor fragrance after {how 
Nor grateful evening mild ; nor fiknt night 
With this her/folemn bird ; nor walk by moo 
Or gKtt'ring ftar-light, — ^without thee is fwec 
But wherefore all night long fhine thefe ? fw 
This glorious fight» when fleep hath (hut all < 

To whOBtt our general anceAlpr reply 'd : 
•* Daughter of God and man, accopapUih/d I 
Thefe have tlicir courfe to finifh round the ea 
By morrow ^v'uing ; apd from land to land 
I SI Older, tnough to nations yet unbornv 
Mi:-ili'ring light prepared, they fet and ri fe ;.; 
h*A total darknefs (bpuld hi;gigh 
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Her oM poffeflSon, and extmguHh life 
In nature and all things ; which thefe foft fires 
Not only enliehten^ birt, with kuidly heat. 
Of various inmience, foment and warm. 
Temper or nourilh ; or in part fhed down 
Their ftellar virtue on all kinds that grow- 
On earth, made hereby apter to receive i 
Perfe^ion from the fun's more potent ray. 
Thefe then, though unheheld in deep of night, 
^ine not in vain ; nor think, though men were none, 
That heav'n would want fpedlatoJ's, God want praife : 
Millions of fpritual creatures walk the earth 
Unfeen, both when we wake, and when we fleep. 
All thefe with ceafelefs praile his works behold. 
Both day and night. How often, from the fteep 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
Celeftial voi<;es to the midnight air. 
Sole, or refponfive each to others' note,. 
Sinking then* great Creator ? Oft in bands. 
While they keep watch, or nightly roundmg walk 
With heav'nly touch of inih-umental founds, 
i In full harmonic number join'd, their fbngs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heav'n.^* 

Thus talking hand in hand alone theypafs'd 
On to their blSsful bow'r.. 



-There arrived, both ftoodr 



Both tum'd ; and under open iky ador'd 

The God tliat made both iky, air, ^rth, and Jheay^n, 

"^Vliich they beheld, the mopn^s refplendent globe, 

And itarry pole. ^ Thou alfb mad'ft the night, 

Makr>r Omnipotent, and thou the day, 

Which we-, in our appointed work^nploy'd, 

Have finifli'd, happy in our mutual help. 

And mutual love, the crown of all our blifi 

Ordain'd by thee ; and this delicious place 

For us too large, where thy abundance wants 

Partakers, and uncropt falls to the ground. 

But thou haft promised from us two a rac^ . 

To fill the earth, who fhall with us extol' 

Thy goodnefs iniinite, both when we wak6, , 

Joid when we feek, as now, tiiy gift of ileep. . 
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SECTION. VI. 

RSUGION JND DEATH, 

TL.0 ! a forrti divinely bright 
' Defcends, aiid burfls upon my fight ; 
A feraph of illuftirious birth ! 
(Religion was her name on earth ;) 
Supremely fWeet her radiant face. 
And blooming with celeftial grace ! 
Three fhining cherubs form'd her train, 
Wav'd their light wings,, and reached the plain : 
Faith, with fublime and piercing ejre, 
And pinipns fluttering for the fky ; , 

Here hope, diat fmilm^ an^el fiands. 
And golden anchors grace her hands ; 
There charity in rotes of white, 
Faireft and favorite maid of light. 

The fer^h.fpoke—" 'Tis reafon*s part 
To govern and to guard the heart ; 
To full the way ward ioul to reft. 
When hope and fears diftraA th'fe treaft; 
jfeeafon may calm this doubtful ftrife. 
And fteer thy bark through various life: 
But when the ftorms of death are nigh, 
Arfd midnight*darknefs veils the fky, 
Shall reafon then dir^dt thy fail, 
Difperfe the cloiids, or fmk the gale ? 
Stranger, this ikill algne is mine. 
Skill that tranfcends his fcanty line," 

" Revere thy felf — thou'rt near alli^^ 
To angels on diy better fide, 
liow various e'er their ra^ks or kinds, * 

Angels are but unbodied mindfS : 
V/hen the partition walls decay, 
Men emerge atigels from theit cla j'. 
Yes, when thet trailer body dies. 
The foul aiferts her kiildred ikies. 
JBut minds, though fprung from heav'nly race^ 
Miift firft be tutor'd for the place : 
The joys above are underfeood, 
A^d reljfh'd only by the good. 
WHo feall afTume this guaVdian care> 
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Who (hall fecure their birthtlght thfcte \ 
Souls are my charge — to me 'tis giv'n . 
To train them for theif native hekv'n.'* 

•* KnoW then, \^o bow the early knee^ 
And give the'"^rllling lieart to ine ; - 
Who wifely, when Temptation waits. 
Elude her fhtudsy^and fpum her baits 5 
Who dare to own my injur'd caiife. 
Though fools deride my facred laws ; 
Or fcom to deviate to the wrong, 
Though peffecUtion lifts her thong ; 
Though all the fons of hell confpire 
To raife the ftake and light the fire ; 
Know, that for fuch fuperior fouls. 
There lies ablifs beyond the poles ; 
Where fpirits fhine ■With purer ray. 
And brighten to meridian day ; : 

Where love, where boundlefs friendlhip rulei \ 
(No friends that change, no love that cools 5) 
Where riiing floods of knowledge folT, 
An,d pour, and pour upon the ioul !" 

** But Where's the pafTage to the (kies ?— ^ 
The road through death's black valley lies. ' 

^fay, do not fhuddef- at my tale ; 
Tho* dark the Ihades, yet fafe the vale. 
This path the bed of men have tro3 ; 
And who'd decline the road to God I 
Oh ! 'tis a glorious boon to die I 
This favour can't be priz'd too high." 
. While thus ihe ipoke, my looks exprefs'd 
The rnpture^ kindling in my breaft ; 
My foul a ^ix^di attention gave % „- 

When the ftem monarch of the gtave 
With haughty ftrides approach'd — ^amaz'cl 
I ffopd and trembled as I gaz'd. ^ ^ 

The feraph calm'd each anxious fear, ^** 

And kindly wip'd the falling tear ; 
Then haften'd with expanded wing 
To meet the pale, terrific king. 
But no\T what milder fcenes arife ! 
The tyrant dro|>s his hpftile gtfif^ ; 
He iQ&xa% a yoiit^ divinely hxtf 
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His graceful ringlets wave his hair ; 
His wings their whit'niHg plumes dlfplay, 
His bumifh'd plumes teSe^t the day 5 
Light flows his fhining azur^ veil, 
And all the angel (lands confefsM. 

I view'd the change with fweet furprife ; 
And, Oh 1 I panted for the ikies ; 
Thank'd heav'n, that e'er I drew my breath 
And triiimph'd in the thoughts of death. 



CHAP. III. 
DIDACTIC PIECES, 

SECTION !• 

THE vANirr or wealth, 

l\ O MORE thus brooding o'er.Jrpn heapj 
With av'rice painful vigils keep j 
Still unenjoy'd the prefent ftore, 
Still endlefs fighs are breath'd for more. 
O ! quit the (hadow, catch the prize. 
Which not all India's treafure buys ! ! 
To purchafe heav'n has gold the pow'r ? 
Can ^ gold remove the mortal hour ? . 
In life can love be bought with gold i 
Are friendfliip's pleafure* to be fold ? . 
No j;,all that's worth a wiih, a thought, 
Fair virtue gives unbrib'd, unbou^ht.^ 
Ceafo then on tfafh thy hoipes to bind ; 
Let riobler views engage thy mind. 

k)s.crioyi 11. 

NOTHING FORMED IN VAIN* 

Let ho pre&mkig impious railer tax 
Creative wifdom, as Jf aught was formed 
In vain, or not for admirable ends. 
Shall little haughty ignorance pronounce • 
His works unwife, ^fwhich the fmalleft part 
Exceeds the narrow vifion of her mind \ 
As if, upon a full proportion'd dome, 
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On fv^ellmg columns heav'd, the pride of art I 
A critic fly, whofe feeble ray fcarce fpreads 
An inch around, with blind prefumption bold, 
Sliould dare to tax the ftrudlure of die whole. 
And lives the ^ man,- whofe univerfal eye 
Has fwept at -once th' unbounded fcheme of things ; 
Mark'diheii- dependence fo, and firm accord, 
As with unfalt'ring accfent to cojitlude, 
That tRis availeth nought ? Has any feen' 
The mighty chain of beings, leff'ning down 
From infinite perfe<5lion to the brink , 

Of dreary nothing, defolate abyfs J 
From which aftonifh'd thought, recoiling, turns ? 
' Till then alone let zealous praiie afcend. 
And hymns of holy wonder, to that power, 
Whofe wifdom {hines as lovely in our minds, 
As on our fmiliiig eyes bis fervant fun. 

SECTION III. 

Of all thexaufes, whicfti confpire to' blind 

Man's erring judgment, and mifgtiide the mind. 

What the weak head With ftrongeft bias rules, / 

Is pride, the never failing vite of fools. 

Whatever nature has in worth- deny'd. 

She gives in large fecruits of needful pride ! 

For, as in bodies, thuk in fouls, we find 

What wants in blood and {pirits,^fwell'd Witbwini 

Pride, where wit fails, fteps mto bur defence. 

And fills up all the mighty void of fenfe. 

If once right i^afon drives that cloud a^vay, 

Truth breaks upon us with refiftlefs day. 

Truft not yourfelf ; but, your defers to know# 

Make ufe of ev'rj friend, and ev'ry foe. 

A little learning is a dangerous thing '; 

Drink deep, or tafte not the Pierian fprmgT ' 

There {hallow draughts intbxicate the brain ; 

And drinking largely fobers us sfgain. 

Fir'd at firft fight With what the mufe imparts^ 

In fearlefs youth we tempt the heights of artr, 

Wliile, from the bounded level of our mind, 
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Siiort views we t*ke, nor fee the lengths behind ; 
But, more advanc'd, behold, with flrange fiirprife. 
New diftant fcefies of endlefs fcience riie ! 
So pleas'd at firft the tow'ring Alps we try, 
Mount o'er the vales, and feem to tread the iky ; 
Th* eternal ihows appear already paft, ^ 
And the fird clouds and mountains feem the laft : 
But, thofe attained, we trerpble to furvey • 
The growing labours of the lengthened way 5 
Th' increafing profped tires our 'v^and'ring eyes ; 
Hills peep, o'eir hills, and Alps on Alps arife. 

^ - . PCPJTr 

SECTION IV. 

CMOSltr TO BkVTRS CRNSVkBD. 

TwowLD not enter on mv lift of friends, 

(Though grac'd with polilh'd manners and fine-fenfc> 

l&t wanting fenfibility,) the man 

Who needlefsly fets foot upon a werm. 

An inadvertent ftep may crufti the fnaili 

That crawls at evening in the public path ; . . 

But he that has humanity, forewam'd, 

Will tread afide, and let the reptile live. 

The creeping vermine, loathfome to the fight. 

And charg'd perhaps with venom, that intrudes 

A vifitor unwelcome into fcenes 

Sacred to neatnefs and repofe, th? alcove. 

The chamber, or refe<5lory, may die. 

A neceflary a<5l incurs nobblanje. 

Not fo, when held within their proper bounds. 

And guiklefs of offence, they range the air, 

©r taKe their paftime in the fpacious field : 

There they are privileged. And he that hunts . .^ 

Or. harms them there, is guilty of a wrong ; 

Dillurbs th' economy of nature's realm j 

Who when fhe form'd, defignMthem an abode. 

Tha fum is this ; if man's convenience, health, 

Gr fafety, interfere, his rights and iqlaims 

Are paramount, and mult ex tinguiffi theirs, ^ 

Elfe they are all, the mcaneft things that are, 

Asjfree to live and to enjoy that life, 

its Clod was free to form them, at the firft> 
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WI1O9 inhis fovereign Tnfdom, made them alL. 

Ye therefore who love meicy, teach your fons 

To love it too. The fpring time of our years 

Is foon difhonom^d and d^'d, in moft^ 

By budding ills, that aik a prudent hand 

To check them. But, ala3 I none fooner {hoots. 

If unreftnun'd, into luxuriant growth. 

Than cruelty, mod dev'lifti of them alii 

Mercy to him that fhows it, is the rule.^ 

And righteous limitation of its aiE^ 

By which heav'n mo^s inpard'ning guilty man j. 

And i^e that fhpws none, being ripe in years. 

And confcious of the outrage he commits, 

Shall leek it, and not Hnd it in his turu^ 

MOTION V, 
•i PARAPBRJSK ON TBS LATTER PART Of TSB, SiXTB CBAPTM^ 
OP MATTBRfr. 

When my bread labours with opprefTive care, 
And o?er my cheek defcends the feUing tear y 
While all my warring paffiouff are at ftrife. 
Oh ! let me liften to the w^rds of life ! 
Raptures deep felt his define did impart. 
And thus heraisM from earth the drooping heart 
** Think not, when all vour fcanty ilores aflFord,„ 
Is rpread at^nce upon tlie fparing board; 
Think not, when w6rn the homely robe appears,. 
While on the roof the howling tempeft bears; 
what farther (hall this feeble life fuftain, 
And what fhall clothe thde ihiv'ring limbs again^^ , 
gay, does not life its nourilhment exceed ? 
And the fair body its invefting weed ? 
Behold ! and look away your low defpalr — 
See the light tenants of the barren air : 
To them, nor ftores, nor granaries, belong ; 
Nought, but the woodland, and the pleaUng fong ; 
Yet, your kind heavenly Father bends his eye 
On the leaft wing tlat flits along the fky. 
To him they fing, when fpring renews the plain ; 
To him they cry, in winter's pinching reign ; 
N«r is their mjmci npr their, plaint, in vain r. 
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He hears die gay, and the diftrefsful call ; 
And with unfparing bounty fills them all." '^ 

" Obferve the rifing lilly's fnowy grace j 
Obferve the various vegetable race ; 
They neither toil, nor fpin, but carelefs grow { 
Yet fee how warm they Wufh f how bright the) 
What regal yeftments can with them compare ! 
What kingfo {hining ! or what queen lb fair !" 

" If ceafelefs, thus, the fowls of heav'n he fee 
If o'er the fields fuch lucid robes he fpreads ; 
Will he not care for you, ye faithlefs, fay ? 
Is he unwife ? or are jr.c leis than^they V 
SECTION VI.. 

TffE DEATH OF A GOOD MAN A STRONG If^'CEXTIFE ^ 

The chamber where the good man m^dtshis faJ 
Is privileged beyond the common walk' 
Of virtuous life, quite in the verge of heav'hi - 
Fly, ye profane ! if not, draw near with awe,., 
Receive the bleffing, and addre the cliance, 
That threw in this Bethefda your difeafe ; 
If unreftor'd by this, deipair your cure. 
For, here, refiftlefs demonftration dwells j 
A death bedfs a dete<5tor of the heart. 
Here tir*d diffimulation drops her mafk, 
Thro' life's grimace that miftreCs of the fcene f 
Here real and apparent, are the fame. !^^ 

You fee the man ; you fee his hold onheav'n* -' 
If found his virtue, as Philander's found. 
Heav'n waits not the laft moment ; owns her fri 
On this fide death ; and points them out to men 
A le^ure, filent, but of fov'reign pow'r ! 
To vice, confufion ; and to virtue, peace. 
Whatever farce the boaftful hero plays, 
Virtue alone has majefty and death ; 
And greater ftlll, the more the tyrant frowns, 

SECTION YIW 

REFLECTIONS ON A FUTURE STATE FROM A KF.yiEtr 01 

'Tis done I dread winter fpreads his latefl gloon 
And reigiis^ tremendous o'er the cohquer'd year* 
How dead th^ vegetable kingdom lies J 
T2 
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How dumb ^ tuneful ! Horror wide extends 

His defolateTRmain. Behold fond man ! 

See here thy pi^rM life : pafsfome few years. 

Thy flow'ring fpring, thyfummer's ardent ftrength,. 

Thy fober autumn fading into age, 

And pale concluding winter comes at laft, 

And Ihuts the fcene. Ah ! whither now are fled, 

Thofe dreams of greatnefs ? thofe unfolid hopes 

Ofhappinefs? thofe longings after fame ? 

Thofe refUefs cares ? thofe bufy buttling days ? 

Thofe gay fpent, feftive nights ? thofe veering thougEts* 

Loft between good and ill, that ihar'd thy life ? 

All now are vani/h'd ! Virtue fole furvives. 

Immortal never failing friend of man. 

His guide to happinefs on high. And fee ! 

*Tis come, the glorious mom ! the fecond birtll. 

Of heav'n and earth ! awak'ning nature hears 

The new creating word ; and ftarts to life. 

In ev*ry heightened %rm, from pain and death; 

For ever free. The great eternal fcheme. 

Involving all, and in a perfeiSt whole 

Uniting as the profpedk wider fpreads. 

To realon's eye refinM clears up apace. 

ye vainly wife ! Ye blind prelbmptuous ! now. 

Confounded in. the duft, -adore that Power, 

And Wifdom oft arraign'd : fee now the caufe 

Why unafluming worth in fecret liv*d. 

And dy'd negleSed : why the good man's fhxst 

In life Was gall and bittemefs of foul ; 

Why the lone widow and her organs pin'd 

in ftarving folitude ; while luxury^ 

In palaces, lay draining her low thought,^ 

To form unreal wants : why heaven bom tnxtb^ 

And moderation feir, wore the red toarks 

Of fuperilition's fcourge : why licens'd pain, 

That cruel ^iler, that embofom'd foe, 

Imbitter'd all our blif» Ye good difttefs'd I 

Ye noble few ! who here unbending (land 

Beneath life's preffure, yet bear up a while 

And what yiour bounded view, which only faw • 

A little part, deem'^evil, is no more : 

The ftorms of ^4nt'ry time wiB quickly pals> 

And one unbounded fpring encircle alL tscMSoif*^ ' 
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-SECTION VIII. ^ 
ADAM<*s -iDrfoe TO EVE J TO ^roiD T.Kifprjrroi<r. • 
** O WOMAN, beft are all things as the will 
0f iGrod ordain'd them ;- liis- creating hand 
Nothing imperfedt or deficient left 
Of all that; he created, much lefs man, 
Or aught that might his happy ftate fecurey 
Secure from outward force. Withiit himfelf 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power ; 
Againft his will he can receive no harm. 
But God left free the will' ; for what, obeys' 
Reaibn, is free, and reafon he made^ right 5 
But hid her well beware, and Mil ere<5l, 
Left, by fome fair apypearing good furprif'd, , * 
She didate faHe, and mifmtorir^i the will 
To do what God exprefsly hath^forbid. ' ' 

Not then miftruft, but tender love, enjoins 
That rfhould mind thee oft f and finnd tho^uWo^ 
Firm we ftibfift, yet poffible to fwerve, ' 
Since reafon not impofGhlymay meet 
Some fpecious oUjeft^by the-foe fuSom^d, 
And fall imo deception unaware. 
Not keeping ftri^eft watch, as (he was wam'dr 
, Seek not temptation then, v^iich to avoid 
Were better, and moft likely if from me 
T^ou fever not? 5 trial will come unfought. 
WbuJdft thou approve thy Gcnftancy ? approve 
FirR. thy obedience ; th' other who can know, 
Not feeing thee attempted, who atteft ? , . 
But if thou think, trial unfought may find 
Vs both fecurer than thus wam'd thou feem'Jl, 
Go^; for thy ftay, not free, abfents thee more ; 
Go in thy native inn0cence ; rely 
On what thou haft of virtue, fiimmen all ; 
For God towirds thee hath done his part j do thine.*' 

AilLTOffi 

SECTION IX. 
car rROCsMTiirArjoiTt 
Be wife today ; *tis madnefs li) defer ; 
Next day the fatal precedent will plead r 
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Thus on, till mfiiom is pufh'd out of life. 
Procraftination is die thief of time. 
Year after year it fteals, till all are fled ; 
And, to the mercies of a moment leaves 
The vaft concerns of an eternal fcene. 

Of man's miraculous miflakes, this bears 
The palm, " That all mto are about to live i'^ 
For ever on the brink of being bom. 
All pay themfelves the compliment to think, 
They, one day, (hall not drivel ; and their pride 
On this reverfion takes up ready praife ; 
At leaft, their own. ; their future felves applauds : 
How excellent that life they ne'er will lead ! 
Time lodg'd in their own hands- rs folly's vails ; 
Thai: lodg'd in fate's, to wifdom they confign ; 
The thing they can't but purpofe, they poftpone. 
*Tis not m folly, not to'fcom a fool ; 
And fcarce in human wifdom to do more. 
All promife is poor dilatory man ; 
And that thro' ev'ry fta^. When young, indeed, 
In full content, we fometimes nobly reft, 
Unanxious for ourfelves ; and only wifh. 
As duteous fons, our fathers were more wife. 
At thirty, man fufpefts himfelf a fool : 
ICnows it at forty, and reforms his plan ;: 
At fifty, chides his infamous delay ; 
Pu(hes his prudent purpofe to refolve ;, 
In all the magnanimity of thought, 
Refoives, and le-refolves, then dies the fame. 

And why ? Becaufe he thinks himfelf immortaL 
All men think all men mortal, but themfelves ; 
Themfelves, when fome alarming, (hock of fate • 
Strikes thro* their wounded hearts the fudden dread t 
But their hearts wounded, like the wounded air, 
Soon,clofe ; where, paft the Ihaft, no trace is^ found* 
As from the wing no fear the-fky retains ; 
The parted wave no furrow from the keel ; 
So dies in human hearts the thought of death. 
Ev'n with the tender tear which Nature fheds 
O'er thofe we love, we drop it io their grave. 
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SECTION X. ^ 

THAT pmioso^ar, wnicp STXiPs at secondj&t CAUSESt R«Pit^W|^. 

Happy the tnm who fees a God employed 

In all the good and ill that checker life ! 

Refolvingall events* with their efFe<5is 

And manifold refults, into the will 

And arbitration wife of the Supreme, 

Did not his eye rule all things, apd intend' 

The leaft q£ our concerns ; (finee from the leaft 

The greateft oft originate ;) could chance 

Find place in his dominioif, or difppfe 

One lawlefs particle to thwart his plan.'; 

Then God might be furjprif'cl, and unforefeen 

Contingence might alarm hirti, and difturb 

The fmooth and equal courfe of his aJBPairs*- 

This truth, philofophy, though eagle-eyed . 

In nature's. tendencies, oft overlook& ; 

And having found his inftrument, forgets 

Or difregards, or, more prefulnptuous ftill, 

Denies tne pow^r that wields it. God pro<4aims - 

His hot difpleafure againft fooKfb njen 

That live an atbeift life ; involves the heav'n 

In tempefts ; quits his grafp upon the winds. 

And give^ them, all their fiiry ; bids a plague , 

Kindle a fiery boil upon, die flcin^ 

And putrify the breath of blooming health. ^ 

He calls for famine, and the meagr^' fiend * . i 

Blows mildew from between his fhrivel'd lip?, ^ * -" 

And taints* the golden ear ; he fbrings his min^, - '^ 

And defolates a li3^ion at a biaft ; - 

Forth fteps the fpruee philofopher, ajtd teHs 

Of homogenial andHifcordant fpringsiiv : 

And principles; of caufo, how ^ywbitk^ - 

By neceffary laTO their ^re efi^sv > V 

Of aaion and rea^im. He his'SjioiJid 

The fource of the difeafe; that natidfe jifels ; 

And bids the world tafe h^jrt and tfaldlh fear-. 

Thou fool ! .vi?ill.tby difto^vSiy of diife canfe 

Stilpend th* effed, ot heatit^:Ha^ not God 

Stin wrought by means (incc firft he made the.wcoid^ 

4p4 did he iw>t ^f cJA.et^pfjhar ktt » 
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To drown it ? What is his creation lefs 

Than** capacious refervoir -of means, 

FormM for his ufe, and ready at his will ? 

Go, drefs thine eyes with eye falve ; afk of him. 

Or afk of whomfoever he has taught $ 

And learn, though. late,, the genuine caufe of all. 

COJTFSX^ , 
SECTION XI. 
INDIGMAMT iMSTJMSt/rs ON NATIONAL PRSyUDJCMSi AND HA-m^ 
TASD ; AND ON SlAFERr* 

Oh for a lodge in fome vaft wildemefs. 
Some boundlefs contiguity of ftiade, 
Where rumour of oppreffion and deceit, ' 
Of unfuccefsful or fuccefsful war, 
Might never reach me more ! My ear is pain*dy' 
My foul is fick with ev'ry days report 
Of wrong and outrage with which earth is fill'd* 
There is no ftefti in man's obdmate heart 
It does not feel for man. Tlie natural bond 
Of brotherhood is fever'd, as the fkx * 

That falls afunder at the touch of fire. 
He finds his fidlow guilty of a ikia. 
Not coloured like his own ; and haying pow'r • 
T* inforce the viTohg, for fuch a worthy caufe 
Dooms and devotes him as his lawful prey. 
Lands interfered by a narrow frith 
Abhor each other. Mountains interposed. 
Make enemies of nations, who had elfe, , 
-Lik* kindred drops, been mingled into one^; 
Thus man devotes .his brother, and deflroys j. 
And worfe than all, and moft to be deplor'd. 
As human nature's broadeft, fouleft blot. 
Chains him, and tafks him, and exafts his fweat 
With flripes, that mercy, with a bleeding heatt. 
Weeps when fhe fees infiided on a bea(L 
Then what is man ! And what man feeing this,. 
And having human feelings, does not bliSi^ 
* And hang his head, to think himfelf a man ? 
I would not have a flave to till my ground. 
To carry me, to fan me while I fleep. 
And ^-emble whcaa. I wake, for all the wealth 
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T*hat fine,ws bought and fold have ever ear^'di 
No : dear as freedom is, and in my heart's 
Juft eftimation prizM above all price ; 
I had much radier be myfelf the (lav^, 
And wear the bonds, than faften them on him. ^ 
We have no flaves at home ; then why abroad ? 
And they themfelves once ferried o'er the wave 
That parts us, are emancipate and loos'd. 
Slaves cannot breathe in England t if their lungs 

^^ Receive our air, that mbment they are free ; 
They touch our tountry, and their fhackles fall. 
That's noble, and befpeaks a nation proud 
And jealous of the blefling. Spread it then. 
And let it circulate -through ev'ry vein 
Of all your empire ; that where Britain's power 

'jjs felt, mankind may feel her mercy too; eowFitc 



CHAP. IV. 

tJESCRIPTIVE PIECES* 
SECTION I. 

X «E meekey'd mom appears, mother of dews, 
At firft; faint gleaming in the dappled eaft ; 
Till far o'er ether fpreads the wid'ning glow 5 
And from before die luftre of her facfe 
White break the clouds away. With quicken'd (tep 
Brown night retires : jjroung day pours in apace, 
And opens all the lawny profpeft wide. 
The dripping rock, the mountain's mifty top, 
Swell on the fight, and brighten with the-dawn. 
Blue, thro* the du(k, the fmoking currents fhine ; 
And from the bladed field the fearful har^ - . 
Ximps, aukwafd : while along the foreft glade 
The wild deer trip, sind often turning gaze 
At early paffenger. Mufic awakes 
The native voice of undifrembled joy ; 
And thick around the woodland hymns anfe. 
Rous'd by the cock, the fo6ri clad Ihepherd leaves 
His mofly cottage, where wkli peace he dwelk j 
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3»wded fold, in order, drives 

the verdure of the morii. 

, will not man awake ; 

rotn the bed of floth, enjoj 

jratit, aind the filent hour, * • 

le and facred fong ? 

it in fleep can charm the wife? 

►livion, lofihg hatf 

nfcnts of too ftiort a life ; 

)f the enlightened foul! 

I vanity alite, 

fling thro' diftemper*d dreams ? 

ch a gloomy (late, remain 

ire craves; when ev*ry mufe 

ling pleafure waits without, 

lly devious morning walk ? rffoasoM, 

SECTION II. 

fS mSlL AS RVHAl SIGHtSf DEllGBTFUl, 

alone, but rural founds 
irit,^nd rcftore 
aid nature. Migljty winds,, 
:irt of lome for fpreading wood 
h, make jofiufic, not unlike 
1 on his winding fhore,^ . 
it while ^hey fill the mind, 
nches waving in the blaft, . 
es faft fluttering all at once, 
re waits upon the roar 
; or on the fofter voice 
untain ; or pf rills that flip 

rock, and, chiming as they falf | 
es, Jofe diemfelves at length 
thaV with a livelier green, 
t of their filent courfe. 

employs fweet founds, 
ure fweeter (till, 
ify the human ear. 
pfeiers cheer Ae day, and one 
^ht. Nor thefe alone, whofe noter 
mull emulate in vain, 
, and kites that fwim fubJime, 
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In ftill repeated circles, fcreaming loud. 

The jay, the pye, and ev*n the boding owl 

That hails the rifing moon, have charms for me. 

Sounds inharmonious in themfelves, and harih. 

Yet heard in fcenes wliere peace for ever reigns, 

And only there, pleafe highly for their fake. cowfer^ 



^.r-J^ //^ 



SECTION III. 



The rofehad been wafh'dj juft wafh'd in afliower. 
Which Mary to Anna conveyM ; 

, The plentiful moifture encumberM the flower. 
And weighed down its beautiful head. 

The cup was all filPd, and the leaves were all w^t. 
And it feem'd to a fimciful view,, 

To weep for the buds it had l«ft with regret>, 
On the floUrifhing^ b^tih where it grew. 

I haftily feiz'd it. Unfit as it was' 
t'or a nofegay, fo dripping and droma'd ; 

And fwinging it rudely, too rudel)%. alas ! 
I faappM it j it fell to the ground. '^,; *. * . 

And fuch, I exclaimed, is the pitilefs pifrt, . 
Some a<fb by tlie delicate mind, --.> 

Regardlefs of wringing and breaking a heajtj^ 
Already to for row refign'd. 

This elegant rofe, had I fliaken it lefs, ^ . 

Might have bloom'd with its owner a while ; 

And the tear that is wip'd with a little addrefs, ' '^ 
May be followed perhaps by a fmile. con't's^.^ 



u> 



SECTION IV. 

CAJii OF BIRDS FOR THEIR YOVNQ. 

As TJHUs the patient dam affiduous fits. 
Not to be tempted from her tender taflc. 
Or by f^arp hunger, or by fmooth delight, 
Tho* the whole loofened fpring around her blotv^. 
Her fympathifing partner takas his ftand 
HigKon th' opponent bank, and ceafelefs fui^s 
The tedious time away ; or elie fupplies 
Her place amomerit, while fiie fudden flits 
U 
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To pick the fcanty meal. Th' appoiBted time 
With pious toil fulfill'43, the callow young, 
Warm'd and expanded into perfe<5l life. 
Their brittle bondage hreak, and come to light, 
A helplefs family, demanding food 
7 With conftant clamour. O what paflions then. 
What melting fentiments of kindly care, 
On the new parents fcize ! Away they fly 
AfFe^onate, and undefiring bear 
The moft delici6us morfel to their young ; 
Which equally diftributed, again 
The fearch begins. Even fo a gende pah-. 
By fortune funk,l)ut formM of genVous mould. 
And charm'd with carej^beyond the vulgar breaft. 
In fome lone^cot amid the diftant woods, 
SuftainM alone by providentFal Heaven, 
Oft, as they wecpmg eye their infant train, 
Check their owti appetites, and give them all. 

THOMSON, 

SECTION V. 

LIBERTY JIND StJtf'FRU CONTRASTEJU TART OF A LETTER 
/rklTTEX FROM 17 ALT 'BY ADDISON. 

How has kind heav*n adom'd the happy land. 

And fcatter'd bleffingswith a wafteful hand ! 

Dut what avail her uaexhauftpd ftores. 

Her blooming mountains, and her funny Ihores, 

With all the gifts that heav*n and earth impart^ 

The fmiles ol nature, and the charms of art, 

"While prcud oppreflion in her valleys reigns. 

And tyranny ufurps her happy plams ? 

Ilie poor inhabitant beholds in vain 

The red'ning orange, and the Iwelllng gram ; 

Joylefs he feesxlie growing oils and wines. 

And in the myrtle's fragrant ilrade repines. 

Oil, Liberty, thou pow'r fupremely biight, 

Profufe of bills, and pregnant with delight \ 

Perpetual pleaiui-cs in thy prefence reigu ; 

And fmiiing plenty leads thy wanton ti*ain. 

Eas'd of h^r load, iubjedlion grows morejjight ; 

And ]>ovcrcy looks cheerful in tliy fight. ' ^ 

Thou mak'ft the gloomy face of nature gay ; 

Oiv'ft beauty to the iun^ and pleafure to the day. 
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On foreign mountains, may the fiin refine 
The grape's foft juice, and mellow it to wine ; ' 
With citron groves adorn a dillant foil, 
And thcfat^ivie fwell with floods pfoll : , 
We envy nofthe warmer clime, that lies 
In ten degrees of more indtilgent (kies j 
Nor at the coarfenefs of our heav'n repine, 
Tho* o'er out heads the frozen Pleiads (hi ne i 
*Tis Liberty that crowiis Britannia's iiTe, 
And makes her barren rockjs, and her bleak mountains 
fma^ ' 

_ SEwpoN vr, 

QKXBanU A PARJPSKASS ON THR THIRTESNTH CUAPTMR OP TBB HR^ST 
EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIAtfS, 

Did fweeter founds adorn my flowing tongue^ 
Than ever man pronounc'd, or angel fung ; 
Had I all knowledge, human and divine. 
That thought canreach, or fcience can define ; ' 
And had I pow'r to give that knowledge births 
In all the fpeecbes of the babbling ^arth ; 
Did Shadrach's zeal my glowing breaft infpire, 
To weary tortures, and rejoice in fire ; 
Or had I faith like that which Ifraelfaw, 
When Mofes gave them miracles, and law i 
Yet, gracious charity, indulgent gueft^ 
Were not thy pow'r exerted in my breaft ; 
Thofe fpeeches would fend up unheeded pray'r j 
That fcom of life would be but wild defpair ; 
A cymbal's found were better than my voice ; 
My faith were form ; my eloquence were noife. 

Charity, decent, modeft, eafy, kind. 
Softens the high, and reara the abje^ mind ; 
Knows with juft reins, and gentle hand, to guide 
Betwixt vile £hame,and arbitrary pride. 
Not foon prcarok'd, fhe eafily forgives ; 
And much (Ke fuffers, as fhe much believes. 
Soft peace fhe brings i^erever fhe arrives ; 
She builds our quiet, as fhe forms our lives 5 
I^ys the rough paths of peevifk nature even ; 
And opens in each heart a little heav'n. 

Each other gift, which God on man bcftowsy 
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t due reftri^Hon knows .; 

edicates its pow'r ; 

lids no more. 

what Heav'n decrees, 

Old prophecy ihall ceafe ^ 

ore am^e fway, 

r fuhjedk to decay, 

[ for ever live ; 

ife, and endlefs praifc receive^ 

i's intervening glafs, 

idant planets pafs i 

>ut al lg^j 

^c:n, tHPart can (how ; 

knowledge would i*Dprove> 

n things above,) 

rft our reafon up, 

:onitrm'd by hope j 

3 furvey 

id promtfes of day ; 

:e mocks ou' dazzled iight ; 

and too ftrong its light. 
I clouds fhall be difpell'd ; 
ace to face beheld» 
ihis glory on, 
ir^eridian throne, 
and holy hope fhall die, 
,nd one in joy : 
py pow'r^ fair chanty, 
iteft of the three, 
ture ftill the fame, 

unconfum'd thy flame,. 

lOft of heav*n confefV, 

for ever bleft. FR!Ok^ 

OTION. VII. 

RE OP A GOOS) Jlf^Jf^ 

penjcll, Avhile I draw, 
I aDgel can exceed, 
d to the fkles ; 
^ in, above the. world., 
d elevated eye. 
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Behold him feated on a mount ferene, 

Above the fogs of fenfe, and paffion's ftorm ; 

All the black cares, and tumults, of this life. 

Like harmlefs thunders, breaking at his feet. 

Excite his pity, not impair his peace. 

Earth^s genuine fons, the fceptered, and the flave, 

A mingled mob ! a wand'ring herd I he fees, 

BewilderM itt the vale ; in allunKke I 

His full reverfe in all f What higher praife ? 

What ftronger demonftration of the right ? 

The prefent all their care ; the future his. 
When public welfare calls, or private want. 
They givie to fame ; his bounty he conceals. 
Their virtue vamilh nature ; his exalt. 
Mankind's efteem they court ; and he his own. 
Theirs the wild chafe of falie felicities ; 
His, the compos'd pofleffion of the true. 
Alike throughout is his confiftent piece. 
All of one colour, and an even thread ; 
While party coloured fhreds of happinefs, 
With hideous gaps between, patch up for them . 
A madman'& robe ; each puff of fortune blows . 
The tatters by, and fhows their nakednefs. 

He fees with other eyes than theirs : where they 
Behold a fun, he* fpies a Deity f 
What makes them oi^y fmile, makes him adore. 
Where they fee mountains, he but atoms fees ; 
An empire in his balance, weighs a grain. . 
They things terreftrial worfiiip, as divine ; 
His hopes immortal blow them by, as duft^ 
That dims his fight, and fhortens his furvey. 
Which lonffs, in infinite, ta lofe all bound. 
Titles and honours (if they prove his fote) 
He lays afide to find hi^ dignity ; - * 
Ne dignity they find in aught befides. 
They triumph in externals, (which conceal 
Man's real glory,) proud of an cclipfe : 
Himielf too much he prizes to be proud j 
And nothing thinks fo great in man, as man- 
Too dear Ive holds hjs int'refi, to negleft 
Another's welfare, or his right invade 5 
Their int'reft, IBse a lion, live* on piey. 
U2 
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They kindle at the (hadchv of a wrong ; 

Wrong he fuftains with temper, looks on beav'n. 

Nor floops to think his injurer his foe : 

Nought, but what wounds his virtue, wounds his peace.- 

A covered heart their character defends ; 

A cover'd heart denies him half his praile. 

With nakednefs his innocence agrees ! 

While their broad foliage teflifies tjieir fall ! 

Their no joys end, where his full feaft begins :■ 

His joys create, theirs murder, future blifs. 

To triumph in exiftence, his alone ; 

And his alone triumphantly to think 

His true exillence is not yet begun. 

His glorious courfe was, yefterday, complete :• 

DcniUi, then, was welcome ; yet life ftill is fweet. 

SECTION. VIIlv 

THS PLK.fiVnsS OF RETIREMENT, 

O K5^Ew he but his liappiuefs, of men 
'J'he happieft Ije ! who^ far from public rage. 
Deep it die vale, with a choice few retir'd. 
Drinks the pure.pl^afures of the rural life. 
Wliat tho' the dome be wanting, whofe proud gate^ 
Each morning, vomits out the fneaking crowd 
Of flatterers ralfe, and in their turn abus'd ! 
Vile intercourfe ! What tho' tlie glittering robe,' 
Of ev'ry hue reflected light. can give, 
Or floated loofe, or ftiff with mazy gold, 
. The pride and gaze of fools, opprefs him not ? 
What tlio' from utmoft land and fea purveyed, 
For him each rarer tributary life 
Bleeds not, and his infatiate table heaps 
With luxury, and death ? What tho' his bowl 
Flames not with coftly juke ; nor funk in beds 
Oft of gay care, he tofles out the night. 
Or melts the thoughtlefs hours in idle ft ate ? 
Wliat tho* he knows not thofe fantaftic joys. 
That ftill amufe the wanton, ft ill deceive j, 
A face of pleafure, but a heart of p-^in ; 
Their hollow moments undelighted W 
^ Sure peace vs his j a.folid life eftrail^ 
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To difappointment, and fallacious hope y « - 

Rich in content, in nature's bounty rich, y 

In herbs and fruits ; whatever greens the fpting, 

When heaven defcemis in fhowers ; orbends the 'bough 

When fummer reddens,. aad when autnnui beams j 

Or in the wintry glebe whatever Ues 

Conceal' d and fattens with the richeft'fs^p ; 

Thefe are not wanting ; nor tke milky drove, 

Luxuriant, fpread o'er all die lowin? vale ; 

Nor bleating mountains ; nor the chide of ftream* 

And hum of bees> inviting fleep finccre 

Into the guiltlefs breaft, beneath the fhade, 

Or, du:own at; large. amid thefrag^'anthay ; 

Nor aught befides of profpeA, grove, or fong^ 

Dim grottos, gkaming lakes, and fountain clear. 

Here too dwells flmple truth ; plain innocence y 

UnfuUied beauty i; found unbroken youth. 

Patient of labour, with a little pleas'd ; 

Health ever blooming ; Unambitious toil j 

Calm contemplation^ and poetic eafe. Thomson, 

SECTION IX. 

rax fLEASURS jEfD aSHBflT OF JN IMPROySD AND WULL OlMMCTED 

iH4QiNja-jQir. 
Oh ! bleft of Heaven, who not the lai^id fongs 
Of luxury, the firen ! not the. bribes 
Of fordid wealth, nor all the gaudy ^oils 
Of pageant Honour, caw feduce to leave 
Thofe ever blooming fweetsj which, from the flore 
Of nature, fair imagination culls. 
To charni th' enlivened foul I What tho* not all 
Of mortal offspring can attain the height 
Ofenvy'd Hfe : tho' only few po^fs 
Patrician treafure^ or imperial (late ;. 
Yet nature's care, to all her children juft,. 
With richer treafures, and an ampler Rate> 
Endows at large whatever happy man 
Will deign to ufethem. His the city's pomp, 
The rural honours his^. Whatever adorns 
The princely dome, -the coltmiri and tlie arch. 
The breathing marble and the fculptur'4 gold, . 
Beyond the i^oudjwffeffor's narrow claiiu, 



jlL ^, . Digitized by CjOOQ& 



r 

f 9t4 THE ENGLISH READER. P'ART. 11^ 

I Hk tuneful breaft enjoys. For him> the fprlng 

1 Diftik her dews,, and from the filken gem 
leaves unfolds : for him, the hand 
on tinges erery fertile branch 
nning gold, and blufhes like the monn. 
bg hour fheds tribute from her wings ; 
new beauties meet his lonely walk, 
s unfelt attrad him. Not a breeze 
the meadow ; not a cloud imbibes 
i^ fun's effulgence ; not a flraia '^ 

me tenants of die warbling (hade 
but whence his bofom can partake 
ifure, unreprov'd. Nor thence partakes 
afure only ; for th** attentive mind» 
armonioufi a6aon on. her powers, 
lierfelf harmonious ^wont fo oft 
-d things to meditate the charm 
order, foon (he feek& at home^ 
I kindred order ; to exert 
Tfelf this elegance erf" Iovjb,^ 
infpir'd delight : her tempered powers 
length, and ev*ry pailion wears 
t milder, more attradive mein. 
ampler profpedts, if to gaze 
^'s form, where, negligent of all 
er graces, &e afTumes the port 
:emal Majefty that weigh'd- 
d's foundations, if to thefe the mind 
• dsuing eye ^ then mightier for 
le change, and nobler. Would ^e forms 
cuftom cramp her generous pow'rs ? 
rdid poiicies, the barbarous growth 
nee and rapine, bew her down 
purfuits, to indolence and fear T 
ippeals to nature, to the winds 
ng waves, the fun's unwearied courfe, 
ents and feafons : all declare 
th' etenuil maker has ordam'd 
rs of man : we feel within ourfelves 
y divine ; he tells the heart, 
t, he made us to behold and love 
beholds and leves^ the general oi^ 
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Of life and being j to be great like Him, 
Beneficent and adtive. Thus th^e men 
Whom nature's works inftrudl, with God himfelf 
Hold converfe ; grow familiar, day by day, 
With bis conceptions ; a<a upon his plan ; 
And form to his, therelifh of their fouls. akenvdb» 



CHAP. V. ^t/? 

PATHETLC PIECES. <^ 

SECTION I. 

TBE HERMIT, 

x\T the clofe of the day, when the hamlet is ftill, 

And mortals the fweets of forgetfulnefs prove ; 
When nought but th^ torrent is heard on the hill. 

And nought but the nightingale's fong in the grove ; 
'Twas thus by the cave of the mountain af^r, 

While his harp rung fy mphonious, a hermit begaa.; 
No more with himfelf or with nature at war. 

He thought as a fage, tho' he felt as a man. 

** AJi! why, all abandoned to darknefs and wo ; 

Why, lone Philomela, that languifhing fall ? 
For fpring fhall return, and a lover beftow, 

And forrow no longer thy bofom^ inthral. 
But, if pity infpire thee, renew the fad lay, 

Mourn, fweeteft complainer, man calls thee to mourn ; 
O footh him, whofe pleafures like thine pais away : 

Full quickly tliey pafs— but they never return. 

" Now gliding temote, on the verge of the fky, 
The mpon half extinguifiiM her crefcent difplays : 

But lately I .naark'd, when majeftic on high 
She Ihone, and thp j^^nets we? e loil in her blaze. 

Roll on, thou fair orb, and with gladnefs purfue 
The path that co.ndu<fts thee to fplendour. again : 

But man's ftded glory what change (hall renew ! 
Ah fool ! to exult in a glory fo vain ! ^ 

" 'Tis night, and the.landfcape is lovjely no piore t . 
I mourn ; but, ye woodlands, I mo\irn not for you ; 
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For morn is approaching, your charms to reftore, 

Perfiim'd with frefh fragrance, and glitt'ring with dcw^ 

Nor yet for the ravage of winter I mourn ; 
Kind nature the embryo bloflbm will fave : 

But when (hall fpring vifit the mould'ring urn ! 
O when fhall \3ay dawn on the night of the grave I 

" *Twas thus by the glare of falfe fcience betra/d, 

That leads, to bewilder 9 and dazzles, to blind ; 
My iho'ts wont to roam, from (hade onward to (hade, 

Deftrudion before me, and forrow behind 
O pity, great Father of light, then I cry'd. 

Thy creature who fain would not wander from thee ? 
Lo, humbled in dud, I relinqui/h my pride ; 

From doubt and from darknefs thou only canll free^ 

" And darknefs and doubt are now flying away ; 

No longer I roam in conjcfture forlorn : 
So breaks on the traveller, faint and aftray, - 

The bright and the balmy effulgence of mom. . 
See truth, love, and mercy, in triumph defcendingi j 
• And nature all glowing in Eden's fiHl bloem !' 
On the cold cheek of death fmlles and rofes are blendisig». 

A^d. beauty immortal awakes from the tomb.'* 

SECTION ir. 

Pity the forroyrs of a poor old man, 
. Whofe trembling limbs have borne him to your door ;. 
Whofe days are dwindled to the fhorteft fpan ; 
Oh I give relief, and Heaven will blefs your ftore. 

Thefc tatter'd clothes my poverty befpcak, 
Thefe hoary locks proclaim my lengthen'd years ; 
And many a furrow in my grief worn cheek, 
Has been the channel to a flood of tears. 

Yon houfe, eroded on the rifing ground. 
With tempting afpe<a drew me from my road ;. 
For plenty there a refidence has fouiid. 
And grandeur a magnificent abode. 

Hard is the fa«j of the infirm and poor f 
Here, as I crav'da morfd of dieir bread,. 
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A pamper'd menial drove me from the door. 
To feck a fhelter in a humbler fhed. 

Oh ! take me to your ho^itafele dome ; 
Keen blows the wind, and piercing- is the cold 1 
Short is my parage to the friendly tomb; i; 
For I am poor, and miferably old. 

Should t reveal the fources of my griei^ 

If foft humanity e'er touchM your breaft, 

Your hands would not withhold the* kind relief, 

And tears of pity would ^lot be repreft. ' 

Heav'n fends misfortunes, why Should we repine ? 
^is Heav'nhas brought me to the ftate you fee ; 
And your condition inay be foon like nriine. 
The child of forrow and of mifery. 

A little farm was my paternal lot ; 
Then like the lark I fprightly hailM the mom i 
But ah I OppreiSon forc*d me from my cot. 
My cattle dy'd, and blighted was my com, . 

My daughter, once the comfort of my age, 
Lur'd by a villain from her native home. 
Is caft abandoned on the world's wide ftage, 
And doomed in fcanty poverty to roam. 

My tedder Wife, fweet foother of my care ! 
Sthidfcf with fad anguifh at the ftern decree, 
Tell, linb^'^ring'ien, a vi<flim to deipair ! 
And left the Avorld to wretchednefs and rtie. 

Pity the forrows of a poor old man, j^ , 

Whbfe trembling- limbs have borne hipi to your door j 

Whofe days are dwindled to thi? (horteft fpan^ 

Dh ! give relief, and Heaven will blefs your ftore. 



if^'aA'. 



SECTICW III. 

VNKJP^r CLOSE OF LIFE, 

How {hocking mull thy fommoire be, O Death ! 
To him that is at eafe in his poiTeflions ! 
Wh9 counting on long yeais of pleafure here," 
Is qtifte unfurnilh'd for the world to come 1« 
la diat dread "moment, how the fraiuic fou^^^ 

1/ ^.. 
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Raves round the walls df her clay tenement ; 

Runs to each avenue, and fhrieks for help ; 

But (hrieks in vain I How wiAftdly (he looks 

On all (heh leaving, now no longer her*s ! 

A little longer ; yet a little? longer ; * 

O might (he (lay to walh away her flain& ; • ' 

And fit her for her paiTage I Moumftil fight 1 

Her very eyes weep blood ; and cv*ry groan » 

She heaves is big with horror. But the foe, 

Like a ftaunch murd'rer, fteady to his pur|K>fey 

Purfues her clofe thro' ev'ry lane of life y 

Nor mifTes once the track, but pi*effes on. 

Till, forced at laf! to the tremendous verge, 

At once ihe finks to everlafting ruin. szjff&* 

SECTION IV. 

EIJICT St) Pifr* 

Hail, lovely pow*r ! whofe bofom heaves liie fighy 

When fancy paints the fcene df deep diftreis j 
Whofe tears {pontaneous cryftallize the eye. 

When tigid fate denies the pow'r to blefs. 
Not all the fweets Arabia's gales convey 

From flow'ry meads, can with that figh compare i - 
Not dew. drops glitt'ring in the morning ray. 

Seem near fo beauteous as that falling tear. 
Devoid of fear, the fawns around thee play ; 

Emblem of peace, the dove before thee flies ; 
No blood ftain*d traces mark thy blamelefs way ; 

Beneath thy feet no haplefs infedl: dies. 
Come, lovely nymph, and range the mead with mc. 

To fpring the partridge from the guilefxil foe ; 
From fecret fnares the ftniggling bird to free ; 

And ftop the hand upraisM to give the blow. 

And when the air with heat meridian glows, 

And nature droops beneath the conquering gleafti, 
I^et us, flow wandering where the current flows. 

Save finking flies that float along the ftream. 
Or turn to nobler, greater ta/ks thy care. 

To me thy fympathedc giifts impart ; 
Teach me in friendfliip^s griefs to bear a fliare, 

And j.uiUy boaft the genVous feeling heart. 
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Teach me to footh the helplefs orphan's grief; 

Wi£h timely aid the widow's woes afluage ; 
To mis'ry's moving cries to yield relief j 

And be the iure refoUrce of drooping age. 
So whefn the genial fpnng of life fhall fade, 
. And finklhg nature own the dread decay, 
Some foul congenial then flashy lend its aid. 

And gild the cloie of life's eventful day. 

Section v. 

i f ■: : , ■ ' ' . . . ■ 

rsRsss SUPPOSED ro be irRiTTSif ar Atfix. Selkirk, ix;sli:ig fft^ 

SOLITAKt ABOBB Of ^EB ISIJND OF jUAJf FERNJNBSZ* 

I Am monarch of all I furvey, 

My right there is none to difpute ; 
From the centre all rouiid to the fea, 
, I am lord of tjie fowl and the brute. 
Oh folitude ! where are tiie charms. 

That fages have feen in thy face i 
Better dwell in the midft of alarms. 

Than reign in this horrible place. 

I am out of humanity's reach, 

I muft finifh my journey alone ;. 
Never hear the fweet mufic of fpeech 5 

I ftart at the found of my own. 
The beafts that roam over tKe plain. 

My form with indifference fee, 
They are fo unacquainted with man, 

Their tamenefs is fliocking to me. 

Society, friendfliip, and love. 

Divinely beftow'd upon man. 
Oh had I the wings of a dove. 

How foon would I tafte you again ! 
My fortows I then plight afluage 

In the ways of religion and truth ; 
Might learn from the wifdom of age. 

And be cheer'd. by the failles of youth^) 

Religion ! what treafure untold .^^ 

Reiides in thatheav'nly word ! 
More precious than filver or gold* 

Of all that this earth can affora. 
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But the found of die church going bdl 

Thefe rallies and rocks never heard ; 
Ne'er figh'd at the found of a knell. 

Or iinil'd when a {khbath appearM. 
Ye winds thaf have made me your {port. 

Convey to thb defolate fhore. 
Some cordial endearing report 

Of a land I fhall vifit no more. 
My friends, do they now and then fend 

A wifli or a thought after one ? 
O tell me 1 yet have a friend, 

Though a friend I am never tafee. 
How fleet is a glance of the mind J 

Compar'd with the fpeed of its flighj:. 
The tempeft itfelf lags behind. 

And the fwift wing'd arrows of lighj. 
When I think of my own native land, 

In a moment I feem to be there ; 
But, alas ! recolle^on at hand 

Soon hurries me back to defpair. 
But the fea fowl is gone to her nefl, 

The beaft, is laid down in his lair ; 
E'en here is a feafon of reft. 

And I to my cabin repain 
There's mercy in ev'ry place T 

And mercy j encouraging thought ! 
Gives even affedlon a grac^. 

And reconciles man to his lot. cowm* 

SECTION VI. 

When all thy mercies, O my God ! 

My rifing foul furv«ys, 
Tranfported with the view, I'm loll 

In wonder, love, and praife. 

O how fhjdl lyords, with equal. waryntt^t 

The gratitude declare. 
That glows within my ravifh'd heart? 

But thou canft read it there. 
Tlijr Providence my life fuftain'd, 
' And all my wanis redteit, 
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When irt the filent womb I Izff 
And hung upon the breaft* 

To all my weak complaints and cries. 

Thy mercy lent an ear, 
Ere yet my feeble thoughts had learnt 

To form themfelves in pray'r. 
UnnumberM comforts to my foul 

Thy tender care beflow'd, 
Before my infant heart conceived 

From whom thofe comforts flowed.- 

When, in the flipp'ry paths of youth, 

With heedlefs fteps, I ran. 
Thine arm, unfeen, convey'd me lafe> 

And led me up to man. 

Through hidden dangers, toils, and <fealhs, 

It gently clear'd my way ; 
And through the pleafine fnares of vice, 

More to be fear'd man they. 

When worn with ficknefs, oft haft th©u, 

With health renew'd my face. 
And, when in fins and forrows funk, 

R^viv'd my» foul with grace. 
Thy bounteous hand, with wordly blifi, 

Has made my cup rtin o'er ; 
And, in a kind and 'faithful friend, 

Has doubled all my ftore. 

Ten thoufand thoufand precious gifts 
. My daily thanks employ ; * 

Nor is the leaft, a cheerful heart. 
That taftes thofe gifts with joy. 

Through er^ry period of my life. 

Thy goodnefs 1*11 purfue ; 
And, after death, in diftant worlds-, 

The glorious theme renew. 

When nature fails, and day and night 

Divide thy works no more. 
My ever grateful heart, O Lord ! 
^ Thy jnercy ihall adore. 
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"hrough all eternity, to thee 

A joyful fong rll raife, 
or O ! . eternity's too fhort 

To utter all thy praife. 4J&DiJ0*f . . 

SECTIQN VII,, 

UasmifG Uf 7MM tN<W ; Jjioac WSS2/CE RMFlECmNi AMM JU/HW « 
OK TUM MUMMIES OF UPS, 

US the frio\fs^fe j and foul and fierce, 

Iter drives along the darkened air ; 

3\vn loofe revolving field, the fwain 

r'd (lands ; fees otner hills afcend, 

nownjoylcfs brow ; and other fcenes, 

rid proipe^, (hag the tracklefs plain : 

ds the river, nor the foreft, hid 

h the formlefs wild ; but wanders on 

lill to dale, ftill more and more ailray ; 

ent flouapng throi]^h the drifted heaps, . 

ivith the thoughts of home ; the thoughts of home^ 

n his nerves, and call their vigour forth 

ly a vain attempt. How fmks his foul ! 

)lack defpair, what horror fills his- heart ! 

for the dulky ipot, which fancy feignM 

ted cottage rifmg through the fnow, 

ets the roughnefs of the middle wafte, 

m the track and bkft abode ^f man ; 

round him night refiftlefs clofes foft, 

^'ry temped howling o'er Ms head, 

s the favage wilderncfs more wild. 

Irong the bufy (hape&into hismind, 

er'd pits, unfathomably deep, 

defcent, beyond the pow'r of froft ! 

^lefs bogs 5 of precipices huge, 

I'd up with fiiow ; and what is land, unkhown. 

;ater, of the ftiil unfrozen fpring, 

ioofe marfh or folitary lake, 

the frefh fountain from the bottom boils, 

heck his fearful fteps ; and down he finks 

1 the fhelter of the iKajpelefs drift, , 

ig o'er all the Bittemefs of death, ' ' . 

vith the tender anguifh nature fhoots , 

,h the wrung bofozn of tke dying nrfaiii 
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His wife, his children, and his friends unfeen 
In vain for him th*^ officious wife prepares 
The fire fair4>lazinff, and the veftment warn 
In vain his little children, peeping out 
Into the mingled ftorm, demand their fire, 
With tears ofartlefs innocence. Alas ! 
Nor wife, nor children, more (hall he behoh 
Nor friends, nor facred home. On ev'ry ne: 
The deadly "v^inter feizes ; fhu-ts up fenfe ; 
And o'er his inmoft vitals creeping cold. 
Lays him along the fnow a ftiffen'd corfe, 
Stretch'd out and bleaching in the northern 1 
Ah, little think the gay licentious proud, 
Whom pleafure, pow'r and affluence furroui 
They who their thoughtlefs hours in giddy n 
And wantonj often cruel riot, Wafte j 
Ah little think they, while they dance along. 
How many feel, this very moment, death, 
And all the fad variety of pain. 
How many= fink in the devouring flood. 
Or more devouring flames. How many blc 
Byfhameful variance betwixt man and man 
How many ^ine in want, and' dungeon gloon 
Shut from the common air, and common ufe 
Of their own limbs I How many drinbthe ci 
Of baleful grief, or eiat the bitter bread 
Of mifery ! Sore pierc'd by wintry winds 
How many fhrink into the ferdid hut 
Of cheerlefs poverty ! How niany fhake 
With all the fiercer tortures of the mind, 
IJnboimded paffion, madnefs, guilt, remorfe ! 
How many," rack'd with honeft pafEons, droo 
In deep retir'd diftn^ ! How rftany (land 
Around the death bed of their dearefl frien4sj 
And point the parting anguifh ! Thought foi 
Of thefe, and all the dioufand namelefs ills. 
That one inceffant ftruggle render life 
©ne fcene of toil, of fuffering, and of fate, 
Vice in his high career would ftand apalFd^ 
Andbeedlefs rambling impulfe leani to think 
The confcious heart of charity would warm, 
And her wid« wifh benevolence dils^e ; 
■ W2 
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The fecial tear would rife, the focial figh ; 

And into clear perfedlion, gradual blifs, 

Refining ftill, the focial paQions work. -^^^i tuomsok^ 

SECTION VUL 

A Motumra arMm. 
Thitsb are diy glorious works, parent of good, 
Almighty, thine this univerfal frame. 
Thus won dVouS fair ; thyfelf how wond'rous then ! 
Unfpeakable, who fitt'ft above thefe heavens 
To us, invifible, or dimly feen 
In thefe thy loweft works ; yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 
k)peak ye who beft can tell, ye fons of light, 
Angels ; for ye behold him, and with fongs 
And choral fymphonies, day without night. 
Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in heaven. 
On earth, join all ye creatures to extol 
Him firft. Him laft, Him midft, and without end; 
Faireft of ftars, laft in the train of night. 
If better thou belong not to the dkwn. 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'ft the finiling mom 
Witlr thy bright crrclet, praife him in thy fphere, ^ 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of prime. 
Thou fun, of this great world, both eye and foul. 
Acknowledge him thy greater, found his praife 
In thy eternal courfe, both when thou clim'ft. 
And when high noon haft gain'd, and when thou fall'ft.. 
Moon, that now meet'ft the orient fun^ now fly'ft. 
With the fix'd ftars, fix'd in their orb that flies ; 
And ye five o ther wandering fires that move 
In miftic dance, not without fong, refound 
His praife, who out of darknefs call'd up light. 
Air, and ye elements, the eldeft birth 
Of natcre's womb, 'that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform ; and mix 
,., And nourilh all things ; let your ceafelefs change , 
Vary to your great maker ftill new praife. 
Ye piifts and exhalations that now rife 
From hill or ftreaming lake, dufky or gray. 
Till the fun paint your fleecy fkirts widi gold,. 
Jn hcnour to the world's great avthx^r rtfe l 
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y ■ ■ 
Whether to deck with clouds th' uncolour*d fky 
Or wet the thirfty earth with falling fliowfrs^ 
Rifing or falling ft ill advance his praife. 
His praife, ye winds, that from four quarters blow - 
Breathe foft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye pines, ., 
With ev'ry plant in fi^ of worfhip wave;- 
Fountains, and ye that warble as ye flow 
Melodious murm^irs, warbling tune his praife. . , 

Join voices, all ye living fouls ; ye birds, /^ 

That ilnging up to heav'n's gate afcend. .. ->L. 

Bear on your wings and in your notes bis praife. _ 
Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk ^'^ 

The earthy and ftately tread, or lowly creep ; r- ^ 

Witnefs if I be filent, morn or even, 
To hill or valley, fountain, or frefh ihade 
Made vocal by my fong, and taught his. praife. 
Hail, UNIVERSAL Lord ! be bounteous (iill: 
To give us only good ; and if the night 
Has gathered aught of evil, or conceaPd, 
Difperfe it, as^ow light difpels the dark. 



^-^ 
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CHAP. VI. 

PROMISCUOUS PIECES. 

SECTION I. 

ODE. TO CONTENT. 



vJ *THGu, thfe nymph with j^actd eye i 
O feldom found, yet ever nigh ! 

Receive my temperate vow : 
Not all the ftorms that Ihake the pole. 
Can e'er difturb thy halcyon foul,. 

And fmootii th' unalter'd brow. 
G come, in fimpleft veft array'd. 
With all thy fobercheerdifplay'd. 

To blefs mylonging fight ; 
Thy mein compbs'd,' thy even pace. 
Thy meek regard, thy matron grace, 

Axid chafte fubdu'd delight. - 



|oogIe 



I 
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ig pafflons beat, 
7 pilgrim feet 
iermit cell ; 
re and equal fky^ 
idulgent eye, 
iitues dwelL 

veft, 

b candid breaft,. 

daunted eye j 

ints to diftant years; ^ 

this vale of tears 

{ky. 

' whofe calm bofom gli^ 

i, in even tide, 

)b or flow ; 

, thy fifter meek, 

mvarying ckeek> 

•flFer'd blow. 

[it die Phrygian fage 
vanton rage, 
niles to meet ; 
>itter bread, 
fubmitted head,^ 
' fainted feet, v 

bretir'd and coy! 
ilet doft thou joj: 
der tale ; 

m of the gronnd^» 
t bloflbm round, 
le vale. 

>itioushour 
o hail thy power, • 
gentle fway ! 
idly to the mufe, 
3ft tints diffilfe, 
nilderday? 

ry ftar beneath, 
ves to breathe, 
mislaid? 
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Jf fuch an hour was e^r thy choice, 
Qft let me hear thy fopthing voice, 

tow whifp'ring throughthe fhade. B4i^dfiuiJ>*. 

SECTION II. <7^ 

TBf iSEPHMftD ANJ> TUB FHUQiOPHFR,:^ 

Re Mart from cities UvM a fwairi, 
Unvex'd with all the caws of gain ; 
Hi* tead was filver^d o'er with age, 
Ami long experience made him fage ; 
In Ijammer's. heat and winter's cold, 
111 fed his flock and penn'd the fold ; . 
flis hours in cheerful labour flew, 
Np#envy nor ambition knew : 
Hirwifdom and his honeft fame 
Through all the country rais'd his .name, 

A deep philofopher (whofe rules 
Gf moral life were drawn from fchools) 
The (hepherd's homely cottage fought, 
An4'jkus explored his rea^rh of thought. 

^•^ Whence is thy learning ? Hath thy toll. 
O'er books confum'd the midnight oil ? 
Haft thou old Greece and Rome furvey'd, 
And the vaft ienfe of Plato weigb'd ? 
Hath Socrates thy foul refii^M, 
And haft thou fathom'd Tully'smind? 
©r, like the wdfe -Uly/Tes, thrown, - 
By varieu* fates, on realms unknown. 
Haft thou through many cities ftray'd. 
Their cuftoms,kws,land manners weigh'i^'** 

The ihepherd modeftly reply 'd, 
'* I ne'er the paths of learning try'd ; 
Nor have I roam'd in foreign pa^ts. 
To read mankind, their laws aiwl arts ; ^ 

For man is praftis'd in difguife; .^^ . 
He cheats the moft difcerning eyesj/ 
Who by that fearch fhall: wii'er grow ? 
By that ourfelves-i)TC never know. ■ 
THq little knowledge I- have gain'd, 
Was all from fimple- nature drairt'd ; • ' 
Hence my life's ma2;ims took- their, rife. 
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V xny fettled hat« to vice^ 
ibours of thebee 
fottl to indnftry. 
bfenre the careful ant^ 
ovide for future want ? 
le truftieft of his kind) 
ude inflames my mind : 
true, his faithful way^ 
fervice copy Tray, 
y and nuptial ]ove> 
duty from the dove, 
rho from the chilly air, 
wing, proteds her care> 
fowl that flies at large, 

in a parent's charge." 
nature too I take my rukf 
ntempt and ridicule, 
th important air, 
Ltion overbear. r\ 

and formal pafs for wife,\ 
the folemn owl defpife ? 
within mj lips I rein 5 
Iks much muft talk in vain, 
le wordy torrent fly : <-v 
; to the chattering pye ? 
I, widv felonies night, 
tivade my neighbour's : 
animals we hate ; wk 

ks, and wolves, deferve their faww- 
juft abhbrrence find 
^ toadand ferpent kind ? ^ 
calumny, and fpite, 
rer venom in their bite." 

objed of creation 
^ hints to contemplation ; 
tie moA; minute and mean, 
mind can morals glean.*' 
iame is juft,'* the fige replies r 
:u&Moves thee truly wife. 
I guiaes the author's peui . 
i&dted are as men i 
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But he. who fttidies nature*s laws, 
" From certain truth his maxims draws ; 
And thofe, without our fchools, fuffice 
To make men moral, good, and wife.'* CM% 

^CTIOK in. ^^'^'^^€:^4!L^ 

THE RO^D To HJt^flNESS OPEN T^^jil liStf. . 

Oh happinefs ! our beings end^nd aim ! j^<^^^^J 

wGood, pl^#lf-e, eafe, tontoit ! whatever thy naBKT "^ 

lliat ftraijithing dill which prompts th* eternal figb, 
Tor which we bear to live, or *dare to die J ^ 

Whichjpl fo near us, yet beyond us lies, 
'O'erldok'a, feen double, by the fool and wife \ 
Plant of dfleftial feed, -if dropt below,> . . , 

Say, in vdat mortal foil thou deign'ft to ^rowf .. 
Tair op'nmg to fome court's propitious fhine, y 
/Qr deep with diamonds in the flaming mine ? 
Twin'd wiA the wreaths Pamaflian laurels yields 
f.Or reap*<!^n iron harvefts of the field ? 
Where groifts^? where grows it not ? if i^ain our toil. 
We ought to blame the culture, not the foil. 
; Fix*d tQ no fpot is happinefs fincere, 
*Tis no where to be found, or ev*ry where ; 
*Tis never to be bought, but always free ; 
And, fled from monarchs, St. John ! dwefis with thee. 

Aik of th^ leam'd the way. The leahi'd are bHad 5 
This bids & ferve, and that to fliun mankind : 
' Some place the blifs in a6lion, fome in ea!e, 
Thofe call it pleafure, and contentment thdfe : - * 
Some funk to beafts, find pleafure end in pain ; 
Some fwellM to gods, confefs ev'n virtue vain^ 
Or indolent, to each extreme they fall, 
'To trufl in ev'ry things or doubt df all. 

Who thtis define it, fay they more or left 
Than this, that happinefs is happinefs ? 

Take nature's path, and mad opinion'^ leave-; 
All ftates can reach it, and all heads conceive ; 
Obvious her goods, tn no extreme they dwell ; 
There needs but thinking right, and meaning well^ 
And mourn our various portions as we pleafe. 
Equal is common fenfe, and common eafe. 

Reniembef man, « the univerfal caufe 
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but by gen'ral laws ;'* 
>pinefs we juftly cali 
od of one, but alL 

3ECTIdN IV, 

ODNBSS OF PROFtDEVCtm 

paftote fliaU prepare, 
tth a fhe|>herd's care ; 
.11 my wants fupply^ 
with a watchful eye ; 
alks he (hall attend, 
night hours defend. K 

Ty glel)6 1 faint, 
mountains pant ; * 

md dewy meadi, ^ 

*ring fteps he leads ; 
•ivers, foft and flow"^ 
It landfcape flow, 
s of death I tread, 
rrprs overfpread, 
t ihall fear no ill ; 
i, art with meftill; 
ok (hall, give me aid, 
iroug^ tne dreadful fhade. 

id rugged way, 
J lonely wilds I ftray, 
my pains beguile ; 
mefs ihall fmile, 
?ns and herbage crown'd 
[ murmur all aroupd. 

EGTION V. 

froRKS ATTEST HIS <:rEATNESS. 

lament on high, 

etherial -iky, 

v*ns, a fliihirig frame, 

nal proclaim : 

1, from day to day/ 

s pow'r difplay, 

2v'ry land, 

Imighty hand,' 
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Sf 

Soon as the ev'Bing fhades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wond'rous tale. 
And, nightly, to th' lift'mng earth. 
Repeats the flory of her birth : 
Whilft all the ftars that round her bum. 
And all the planets in their turn. 
Confirm the tidings as they toU, 
And fpread the truth from pok to pole. 

What though, in folemn filence, all 
Move round the dark terreftrial ball ! 
What tho' nor i^al voice nor found. 
Amid their radiant orbs be found ! i 
In rcafon's ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice. 
For ever fmging as they (bine, 
<* The hand that made us is cUvinc.** 

SECTION VI. P P 

^ - JlN JDDRESS TO THE DEItV. 

O THOU ! whofe balance does the mountains weigh $ 
Whpfe will the wild tumultuous feas obey ; 
Whofe breath can turn thofe wat'ry worlds to flame, 
That ffame to tempeft, and that tempeft tame ; 
Earth's meaneft fon, all trembling, proftrate falls, , 
And on the boundlefs of thy goodnefs calls. 

O ! give the winds all pafl offence to fweep. 
To fcatter wide, or bury in the deep. 
Thy pow'r my weaknefs, may I ever fee. 
And wholly dedicate my foul to th^e. 
Reign o'er my will ; my padions ebb ^nd flow 
At thy command, nor human motive know ! 
If anger boil, let anger be my praife, 
And fm the graceful indignation raife. , 
My love- be w^arm to fuccour the diflrefs'd. 
And lift the burden from the foul opprefsM. ^ 

Oh may my underftanding ever read 
This glorious volimie which thy wifdom made! 
May fea and land, and earth and heav'n^be join'd, 
To brihg th' eternal Author to my mind ! 
%Vhen oceans roar, or awful thunders roll, 
X 
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May thoughts of thy dread vengeance ihts^ my foul ! 
When earni's in bloon, or planets proudly ihine. 
Adore, my heart, the Majc^ divine J 

Grant I may ever at the morning ray, 
Open with pray*r the conlecrated day ; 
Tune thy great praife, and bid my foul ariife. 
And with die numndng fun afc«nd die ikies ; 
As that advances, let my zeal improve. 
And glow with ardour of confunimate love ; 
Nor <^afe at eve, biit with the fetting full 
My endleis wor&ip fk^ be flIU b^n. 

And oh ! permk ihe gloom of folenin i^ht, 
To iacred thought knay forcibly intite. 
When this worm's fhut, and awful planets xi£^, 
Call on our minds, and raife them to the fki^ ; . 
Compofe our fouls with a lefs dazzfing fight. 
And fhow all nature in a milder lifi;ht ; 
How ev'fy boift'rous thought in caum fubfides I 
How the fmooth'd fpirit rato goodnefs glides ! 
O how divine !^to tnead the milky way. 
To ihe bright palace of the Lord of day ; 
His coiurt adnnre, or for his favour Ifhe, 
Or leagues of friendfkip with his faints rttiew j 
Pleas'd to look down and fee die world aflee^ j 
While I long vigils to its Fotmder keep ! 

Can'fl diou ixot fhake the centre ? Oh control. 
Subdue by forectdie rebel in my foul ; 
Thou, who canftlHll the raging of the flood, 
Refhain the varipus tumults of my blood ; 
Teach me, with ^qud fiitnnefs, to fiftain 
Alluring pleafure, and a^atddng pain. 
O may I pant for diee m each defire ! 
And with flrong fiiidi foment thelioly fire ! 
Stretch out my foul in hope, and grafjp the prize. 
Which in eternity's deep bcfifom lies ! 
At the great day of recoiftpenfe behold. 
Devoid of fear, the fatal book unfold ! 
Then wafted upward to the blifsfiil feat, 
From age to age my grateful fbng, repeat ; 
My Light, my Life, my God, my Saviour fee, 
And rival angels in die praife of thee J rovh c. 
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SECTION Vilt ^^J/^V/-^ 

TWE FVR9V1T Of HAVflltlSSS OFTBN ILL IflRBQTS^ 

The midnight iiioon ferenely fhules y-' ,. ^ 

O'er nature's foft repoie ; ^ ^^;?t/^ / ^ 

No lowering cloud obfcures the ijcy, 

Nor ruffling tempeft blows. 
Now cv'ry paffion (inks to reft. 

The throbbing heart lies ftiU ; 
And varying fchemes of life no^nH>r^ ^ / 

Diftraa the laboring will^* Z' /C' ' 

" In filence hi/fh'd to reafon's voice, ^j^ PPYV 

Attends each meptal ppw'r : 
Come, dear Emilia, and enjoy 

Reflection's fav'rit^ \ov^. \ / I 

Come ; while the peace^ fcene invifesj^ /"^^ 

Let's fearch khis ampl^ rpund, m j 

Where fhall the lovely fleeting form 

Of happineft be found ? 

Does it amidft Hm itolic mir^ 

Of gay affemblies dwe|l } 
Or hide beneath the fojemn ^loom» 
• That (hades the hermit's cell > 

How oft the laughiim; 1n;ow of j^y 

A (ick'ning heart ^Qce^^s ! 
And, through the doifter'^ 4^9 i«Cf^ 

Invading forrow fteaU* 

In vain, through beauty, fprtun^i wk^ 

The fugitive we trace ; 
It dwells not in the fi»itbjefi fmij^ 

That brightens Clpdia's fact. 
Perhaps the jey to thefe deny'd. 

The heart in fn6ad(hip finds s 
Ah ! dear deludon, gay coace^ 

Of viiionary miiuk I 

Howe'er our varying notions r«v«, 

Yet all agree in one, . 
To place its being in ibme (late, 

At diftance from our awui : 
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O blind to each kidlilgent ain?, 

Of pow*r fupremely wife, 
Who fancy happmefs in au^ht 

The hand of Ifeaven denies I 



Vain is alik^ the joy we feek. 
And vain what we po/Tefs, 

Unlcfs harmonious reafon tunes. 
The paflions into peace. 


} 


To temper'd wifhes, juft defines, 
Is happinefs confm'^ ; 

And, deaf to folly's call*, attends* 
The mufic of the nuiad* 


ejtuTSJt, 


SECTION VllU 


f 


• * TBS FJRSSmS. 





DiAJt Chlat, whlle.the bufy crowd, 
The v^in, the wealthy and the proud. 

In folly's maze advance ; 
Tho' fmgularity and pride 
Be call'd our choice, we'll ftep afidc. 

Nor join the giddy dance. 

From the gay world, we'll oft retire 
To our own femily and fire, 

■\ttTiere love out hiours employs ; 
No noify neighbour enters here, 
No intermeddlmg'flranger near. 

To fpoil our heart-feS joys. 

If folid happinefs we prize. 
Within our breaft this jew^ lies ; 

And they are fo&ls who roam : 
The world has nothing to' beftow ; ' 
From our ownfelves otu- joys muft flow» 

And that dear hut, our home; 
Of reft was Noah's dove bereft. 
When with impatient wing ftc left 

That fafe retreat^ the, aric ^ 
Giving her vain excurfion o'er. 
The difappointed bird once nior6 

Explor'd the facred barjc. 
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Tho' fools fpum Hymen's gende poVr«, 
We, who improve his golden hours. 

By fweet- experience know. 
That marriage, rightly underftood^ 
Gives to the tender aad the good 

A paradife below. 

Our babes fhall richeft comforts bxing ^ 
If tutor'd riffht, they'll prove a ^ring 

Whence ^eafures ever rife 5 
We'll form their minds, w^ ftu^oi^ ^«^, 
To all that's manly, good, and f^r. 

And tnun them for the fties. 

WMle they our wifeft hours engage, 
They'll joy our youth, fopport our a^e, 

And crown our hoary hairs : 
They'll grow in virtue ev'ry day. 
And thus our fondeft loves rep^y. 

And recompenfe our cares. 

No borrow'd joys ! they're all our own. 
While to the world we Uve unknown, 

Or by the world forgot : 
Monarchs ! we envy not your date ; 
We look with pity on the great. 

And blefs our humbler k)t. i. 

Our portion is not large, indeed j 
But then how little do we need I 

For nature's caDs are few : 
In this the art of living lies. 
To want no more than may fuffice, 

And make that little da 

We'll therefore reliih, with c<mtent, 
Whate'er kind Providencie has feht. 

Nor aim beyond our pow'r ; 
For, if our (lock be very finall, 
'Tis prudence to enjoy it all. 

Nor lofe the prefent hour. 

To be refiffn'd, when ills betide. 
Patient wnen favours are deny'd. 
And pleas'd with favours giv'n? 
X 2 
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Dear Chloe, thisis wifdom's part»; 
This is that mcenfe of the, heart, . ' 

Whofe fragrance fmells. to hea^'n. 

We'll afk no lon^ protraded treat> 
Since winter life isfeldom fweet ; 

But, when our feaft is o'er, 
Grateful from table we'll arife> 
Nor grudge our fons^ with eirV^ious eyes. 

The relics of our ftpre, . 

Thus haftd m hand, thro' life we'll go : 
Itschecker'd pathsof joy ttnd wov " - 

With cautious fteps, we'll tread ; *' 

Quit its vain fcenes wi^out a tear, . . 

Without a trouble or a fear, 

And mingle with the dead. 

While confcience, like a faithful friend, 
Shall thro' the gloomy vale attend, 

And cheer our dying breadi ; 
Shall, when all ether comforts ceaie. 
Like a kind angel whifper peace. 

And finooth the bed of Deatli. cotic^^ 

* SECTION IX. ' 

KOyiDRNCE yiUDlCAZED IN THe' SfATE OF ^lAN, 

Heav'n from all crcatureshides die book of fate. 

All but the pac;e prefcribM, their prefeht flatc ;. 

From brutes v3iat men, from men what fpirlts know. 

Or who could fuffer being liei-e below'? . 

The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to day, 

Had he thy reafon, would he fkipand play ? 

Pleas'd to the laft, he crops the flow'ry food, 

And licks the hand juft rais'd to ftied his blood. 

Oh blindnefs to the future I kitidly giv'n, 

That each may fill the circle mark'd by heav n ;^ 

Who fees with equal eye, as God of all, 

A hero perifti, or a fparrow fall,; 

Atoms or fyflems into ruin hurl'd^ 

And now a bubble burft, and now a world; 

Hope humbly then $ with trembling phiions fbar ;.:. 
Wait tHe great teacher Death ; agd- C^d adore* 
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What future blif? he gives not^^ tatoow, 
But gives that hope to be thy blefling liotv. 
Hope fprings eternal. in the human bread.: 
Man never is, but always to ^e blefl : 
The foul, uneafy aaid confined from home, 
Refls and expatiates in a life to come. 

L.O, the poor Indian I whofe untutor'd mind . _- 
Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind ; < ; 
His foul proud fqience nev^r jtaught to ftraty . 
Far as the Solar. Walk or MilHy. Way ; 
Yet iimple, nature to his. hope ha^ giv'n, . 
Behind the eloud-topt hiU;a huij^bler heav'n ; 
Some fafer wo3?ld in depth of woods embraced, 
Some happier ifland in the wat'ry wafte ; 
Where flaves once more their native land behold. 
No fiends. torment, no Chriftians thirft for goldj 
To BE, contents his n^itural ,defire ; • ^ 

He afks no angel's w^j^, no/eraph's fire : 
But thinks, admitted "to that equal iky, 
His faithful dog Ihall bear him company.. 

Go, wiferthou ! and in thy fcale offenfc, 
Weigh thy opmion agalnft Providence ; 
Call imperfection what thou fancieft fuch, 
Say here he gives too little,, tliere too much. 
In pride, in reasoning pride, pur error lies ; 
All quit then- fphei-e and rufh intp the ikies. 
Pride ftill is anning at the bleft abodes. 
Men would be angels, angels would be- gods. 
Afpiring to be gods, if angds fdl, ^^ 

Afpiring to be angels, men, rebel:. . • 

And who but wiflies to invert the laws 
Of ORDER, lii)s again ft th' eternal cause.. ^ofe, 

"section X. 

" SBLFlSJlNESi RRPROVED, 

Has God, theufool ! work'd folely for-thy good, 

Thy joy, thy paftime, thy attire, thy food ? 

Who for thy table feeds the wanton fawn. 

For him as kindly fprea*! the flow'ry lawn. 

Is it for thee the lark afcends and fings ? 

^y tunes his voice, joy elevates his wings. 

^^ it for thee the linnet pours h:s throat ? 
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Loves of his own, and r^itures fvdl die note. 
The bounding fteed fou pompoitflf beftride. 
Shares with his lord the pLeafure and the pride.' 
Is thine alone the feed that flrews the plain ? 
The birds of heav*n Aall riadicate their grain. 
Thine the full hanreft of the golden yeaa* ? 
Part pays, and joftlf, the deferring Ikeer. 
The nogy that plonks not, nor obeys thf caM, 
Lfires on the kbonrs of this lord of all. 

Know, nature's children all divide her care ; 
The fur that warms a monarch, warmed a bear. 
While man exclaims, « See all things for my nfe !*» 
" See man for mine !^ replies a panipcr'd gooife. 
And juft as fhort of reafon he muft fall, 
Who tliinks afl made for one, not one for all. 

Grant that the poVif ul ftiU the weak control ; 
Be mgoi the wit and tyrant of the whole ; 
Nature that tyrant checks ; he only knows, 
And helps another creature's wants and woes. 
Say, will the falcon, (looping from above, 
Smit with her varying plumage fpare the dove ? 
Admires the jay, the infers gilded wings i 
Or hears the hawk when Philomela iings i 
Man cares for all : to birds he gives his woods. 
To beafts his paihires, and to Ifh his floods ; 
For fome his int'reft prompts him to provi^, 
For more his pleafure, yet for more his prjdc. 
All feed on one vain patron, and enjoy 
Th* extenfive blefling of his luxury. 
That very life his learned hunger craves. 
He faves from famine, frpm ihe favage faves. j 
Nay, feafts the animal he dooms his feafi ; 
And, till he ends the beine, makes it bleft : 
Which fees no more the fooke, not feels the pain. 
Than favoured man by touch ethmial (lain. 
The creature had his feaft of life before ; 
Thou too muft perilk, when thy feaft is o'er I 

SECTION XIr 
suMAur FiuuLrr. 
Weak and irrefolute is man ; 
The purpojfe of today^ 
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Woven wth p^s into his plan, 
Tomorrow rends away. 

The bow well bent, and fmai*t the fprmg. 
Vice feems already flain ; 
, But paflion rudely fnaps the firing, 
And it revives again. 

Some foe to his upright intent -a 

Finds out his weaker. part ; ' ' ' , ' ^ 

Virtue engages his aflent, ' 

. But pleafure wins his heart. 

*Tis here the folly of the wife, 

Through all his art, we vie\v ; 
And while his tongue the charge deiiies« [ 

His confcience.owns it true; 

Bound on a voyage of awful length* 

And dangers little known, ; -f 

A ftranger to fuperior ftrength, . ' 

' Man vainly trufts his own. 

But oars alone ^an ne'er prevail ^ 

To reach the. diftant c >a(l. ; 
The breath of heav'n mu^l fwell ^e fail, - . 

Or all the toil is loft. , ^dirpiie, 

SECTION XIi; 

ODB TO PEACE, 

CoME,-peace of mind, delightful gueft } 
Return, and make thy dpwny neil. 

Once more in his fad heart ; 
Nor riches I, nor pow'r purfue, 
Nor hold forbidden joys in view 5 

We therefore need not part. ' , 

Where wilt thou dwell, if not with me,"* 
* From av'rice and ambition free, - 
And pleafure's fatal wiles ; 
For whom, alasj doft thou prepare . 
The fweets that I was wont to^fliai^e, . 

The banquet of thy firiiles '? 
The great, the gay, fliall tliey partake 
The heav'n that theu ulone canfl make ? 
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And wilt thou quit the ftrciam« 
That murmurs through the dewy mead* 
The ffrove and the fequefter*d ihade» 

Tobe a gueH with them ? 

For thee I panted, thee I priz'd. 
For thee I gladly facnfic'd 

Whate'er I lovM before ; 
And (hall I fee thee ftart away. 
And helplefs, hopelefs, hear thee iay** 

Farewell I we meet no more ? cojtpIx. 

SECTION XIll. 

ODM n AOrEMiTT. 

Daughter of heav'n, relentlefs power. 
Thou tamer of th« human breaft, 
Whofe iron fcourge, and tort'ring hour, 
The bad affright, afflia the beft ! 
Bound in thy adamantine chain, 
The proud are taughtto tafte of pain. 
And purple tyrants vainly mwn, 
With pangs unfelt befinne, unpiued and aloM, 

When firft thy fire to fend on earth 
Virtue, his darling child, defign*d, 
To thee he gave t& Wv'nly birth. 
And bade to form her infant mind. 
Stem rugged nurfe ! thy rigid lore . 
With patience many a year ine bore. 
"VChat ibrrow was, tho^ bad'ft her know ; 
And from her own (he leam'd to melt at other** w«. 

Si^r'd at thy frown terrific, fly 
Selfpleafing folly's idle brood. 
Wild laughter, noife, and thoughtlefs jpy,^ 
And leave us leifure to be good. 
Light they difperfe ; and with them go 
Hie fummer friend, the flatt'ring foe. ' , 

By vain profperity received. 
To her they vow their trudi, and area^ain beHev'd. 

Wifdom^ in fable garb ai^yM, 
Iipmers'd in rapt'rous thought profound, 
And melancholy, filent niaid. 
With >«den eye, that loves the ground, 
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Still on thy folemn fteps atttod ; 

Warm charity, the gen'ral friend, f 

With juftice, to herfelf fevere, L 

And pity, dropping foft the fadly pleafing tear. I 

Oh, gently on thy fuppliant's head, I 

Dread pow'r lay thy chafl'ning hand ! | 

Not in thy gorgon terrors clad, I 

Nor circled wiSi the vei^geful ban^ t 

(As by the impious thou art feen,) t; 
With thund'ting voice, and threatening mieni 

With fcreamihg horror's funeral cry, ' 

Defpair, and fell diieafe, and ghaftly poverty. | 

Thy form benign, propitiouis, wear^ ':^ 

Thy milder influence impart ; f 

Thy philofdphic train be there, ,| 

. To foften, net to Wottnd my heart. 

' The ^nerotts Q>atrk extin6t revive ; 
Teach me to love and to forgive ; 

Exa<a my own ddefls to fcam ; ; 

What others are to feel ; tod fcno^ myfelf a jfrit*. : 

SECTION XIV. 

rfix CRMJrioif RS^aiMD to prMsk its jurmn. 

Begin, my foul, th' exalted lay !. 
Let each enraptured thought obey, 

And praife th* Almighty's name : 
Lo ! heaven and earth, and feas and fkies, ^ 
In one melodious concert rife, ♦ , 

To fwell th* infpiring theme. ■ ' ' 

Ye fields of light, celeftial plains. 

Where gay tranfporting beauty reigns, - 

Ye fcenes divinely fair ! \ 

Your Maker's wond'rous pow'r proclaim ^ . i 

Tell how he form'd your ihining frame,. ^ } 

And breath'd the fluid air. 

Ye angels, catch the thrilling found I 
While all th' adoring thrones around 

His boundlefs mercy iing : 
Let ev'ry lift'ning faint above 
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Wake all the tuneful foul of lo¥c. 
And touch the fweeteft firing. 

Join, ye loud fpheres, the vocal choir ; 
Thou dazzling orb of liquid fire. 

The mighty chorus aid ; 
Soon as gray ev'ning gilds the plain, 
Thou, Moon, protrad the melting ilrain, 

And praife hiiti in the fhade. 

Thou heav*n of heav'n?, his vaft abode ; . 
Ye clouds, proclaim your forming God, 

Who cdrd yon worlds from night : 
« Ye fhades, difpel I"— th' Eternal faid ; 
At once th' involving darkneis fled. 

And Nature fprung to light. 

Whate'er a blooming world contains. 
That wings the air, that fkims the plains, 

United praife beflow. : 
Ye dragons, foimd his awfu\ name 
To heav'^i aloud ; and roar acclaim. 

Ye fwelling deeps below. 

Let ev*ry element rejoice ; 

Ye tliunders btirfl with awful voice 

To HIM who bids you roll : 
Hi^ praife in fofter notes declare. 
Each whifp*ring breeze of yielding air, 

And breathe it to the foul. ^ 

To him, ye giaceful cedars, bow ; * 

Ye tow^'ring mountains, bending lo1;r, 

Your great Creator own ; . 
Tell, when aflft'ightcd Nature ihook, 
How Sinai krnd'ed at his look, 

And trembled at his frown. 

Ye flockji that haunt t' -e humble vale, « 

Ye infeds flutt'ring on the gale, 

In mutual concourfe rife ; 
Crop th^ ^ay rofe's vermeil bloom, 
And waft its fpoils, a fweet perfume, 

la incenfe to the fkies. 
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Wake all ye toounting tribes, and fmg ; 
Ye plumy waiblers of the faring. 

Harmonious anthems raife 
To H f M who fhap^d yoUr iner mould, 
Who tippM your glittering wings with gold« 

And tun'd your voice to praife. 

Let man> by nobler paflions fway'd. 
The feeling heart, the judging head. 

In heavenly praife femploy ; 
Spread hrs tremendous name aroimd, 
Till heav'n'sijroad arch rings back the founds 

The ^en*ral burft of joy. 

Ye whom the charms of grandeur pleafe, 
l^ui^f^d on the downy lap of eafe. 

Fall proftrate at his throne : 
Ve princes, rulers^all adore ; 
Praife him, ye kings, who makes your.powH: 
An image of his own. 

Ye fair, by natUre fonri'd to move, 
O praife th* eternal source op love^ 

"With youth's enlivening fire ; 
Let a^ take up the tuneful lay. 
Sigh his blefsM name ; then foar awayi 

-And aik an angd's lyre. oGiirii^ 

SECTION XV. 

THE VNtrSRSJU FRJiYBR. 

Father of all ! in ev'ry agej 

In ev'ry cRme, ador*dj» 
By faint, by favage, and by fage, 

Jehovah, Jove, or Lord ! 
Thou GREAT FIRST CAUSE, leaft underftoodi 

Who all my fenfe confinM 
To know but this, that Thou art g0Qd| 

And that myfelf am blind ; 

Vet gave me, in this dark eftate. 

To fee the good from ill ; 
And binding nature faft in fate/ 1 

lieft free tbe huioaa wiU| 

Y 1 
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•What confcience dictates to be done. 

Or warns me not to do. 
This teach me more than hell to ftun, 

That more than heav'n purfue. 

What bledings thy free bounty gives 

Let, me not caft away ; 
For God is paid, when man receives: j 

T' enjoy is to obey. 

Yet not to earth's contrafted fpan 

Thy goodnefs let me bound. 
Or think thee Lord alone of man, 

When thoufand worlds are round* 

Let not this weak, unknowing hand 

Prefume thy bolts to throw ; 
And deal damnation round the land> 

On each I judge thy foe. 

If I am right, thy grace imparl. 

Still in the right to day ; 
If I am wrong, oh teach my heart 

To find £ha,t better way ! 

: Save me alike from foolifh prid^. 

Or impious difcontent. 
At aught thy wifdom has denie^. 
Or aught thy goodnefs lent. 

Teach me to feel another's wo^ 

To hide the fault I fee ; 
That menrty I to other's Ihow, 

That mercy (how to me. 

Mean tho' I ani, not wholly fof 

Since quicken'd by thy Iweath-J 
O lead me wherefoe'er I go, 

Thro' this day's life or death I 

This day, be bread and peace my lot 4 

All elfe beneath tlie ftin 
Thou know' ft if.beft beftow'd or not, 

And let thy will be done. 

•^o thee, whofe temple is all fpac(^ 
Whofe altar, earth, {^^ fkies I 
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One chorus let all being raife ! 
All Nature's ihcenfe rife. rt?p*> i 

SECTION x: VI. 

CONSCISffCS. 

or treacherous confcience ! while fhe feems to fleep 

On rofe and myrtle, luU'd with firen fong ; 

While fli« feems, nddding o'er her charge,-to drop- 

On headlong appetite thfe flacken'd rein. 

And give us up to licence, unrecalPd, 

Unmark'd ; fee, from behind her fecret (land. 

The fly informer minutes ev'ry fault. 

And her dread diary with horror fills. 

Not the grofs a6t alone employs her pen j 

She reconnoitres fancy's airy band, 

A watchful foe ! the formidable fpy, 

Lift'mng, o'erhears the whifpers of our camp ^ 

Our dawning purpofes of heart explores, 

And fteals our embryos of ihiqnity. 

As all rapacious ufurers conceal 

Their doomfday book from all confumtng heirs 5 : 

Thus, with indulgence moft fevere, (he treats 

Us fpendthrifts of ineflimable time ; 

Unnoted, notes each moment mifapply'd ; 

In leaves more durable than leaves of brafs. 

Writes our whole hiftory ; which death (hall read ; 

In ev'iy pale delinquent's private ear ; 

And judgment publifh ; publilh to more worlds 

Than this 5 and endlefs age in groans refound. 

SECTION xvir/- 

OV JIN INFANT; 

To the dark and lilent tomb. 
Soon I hifted from the womb : " 
Scarce the dawn of life began, ^P0, 

Ere I meafur'd out my fpan. 

I no fmiling.pleafiires knew ; 
1 ho gay delights could, view : ' 
Joylefs fojoumer was T, ^ 
Only bom to we6p ax^ die* ^ 
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Hajwy infiaiit, early blefk'd ! 
Reftt in peaceful uumber, reft ^ 
Early rcfcu'd firom the cares. 
Which iivcrtafe with growing years. 

No delights are worth thy (lay, ^^ 

Smiling as they feem^ and gay ;. / <^ 

Short and fickly are tlxey au. 

Hardly tafted ere they pall. /iiO 

All o^r gaiety is vain. 

All our laughter is but pain C ^L 

Lafting only, and divine^. I . 

Is an innqcence like thine. i^jt/5 
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I A 1 L beauteous ftranger of the woo<$ ^^j J^ 

Attendant on theSpring ! 9 -^^^ 

Tow hear'n repairs thy rural feat, fZ 

And woods thy welcome fing. f^ 

oon as the dJviTy decks the gr^n,, -^ ^ 

Thy certain voice we hear : ^ ^- 

laft thou a ftar to ^uide thy path, J ^ 

Or mark the roUmg year ? 3 ^ 

)erightful vifitant ! with thee ^w ^ 

I. hall the time of flowers, /=% ^ 

^Then heav'n is filPd with mufi'c t^e^eet^ ^2 

Of birds among the bow'rs. " ^^^ 

["he ichool-boy wandering in the wood^vite 

T# pull the flow'rs fo gay, , /w 

tarts, thy curious voice to bear J- ▼ 

And imhates thy lay. 
oon a$ the pea puts on the bloom. 

Thou fty'ft thy vocal vale, 
in annual gueft, in other lands. 

Another fprinjg to hail, 
weet bird I thy bow'r is ever green,. 

Thy iky is ever clear j \. . 
;'hou haft nd forrow in thy fcng,^ 

Np wlnteir in, thy year i 
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O could I fly, I'd fly with thee : 

We'd make, with fociatl wing. 
Our annual vifito'er the globe. 

Companions of the Spring. iocjkt* 

SECTION XIX. 

OAr, A PASrORAL IN THREE PARTS,-^ 
MORNimS. 

In the bam the tenant cock, 

Clofe to Partlet perch'd on high, . 
Bi-rfkly crows,|(the ftiepherd's clock !) ^ 

JocunM that the moming*s nigh^ 
Swiftly, from the mountain's' brow, 

Shadow's nurs'd by night, retire ; 
And the peeping iunbeam, now. 

Paints with gold the village fpirie* • 
Philomel forfakes the^ thorn, ^ 

Plaintive where fhe prates at night v- 
And^ the lark," to meet thjil^n, 

So»d beyond the ihej^^K ^>g^^- 
-^From !!ie low rooPd cottage ridge. 

See the chatt'nng fwallow fpring ; 
Darting through the one arch'd bridge, 
% Quick fhe dips her dappled wing. 
Now the pine tree's waving top 

G«|itly greets the mormng gale J " 
Kidlings, pow, begin to crop 

Daiues, on the dewy dale. 

From the balniy fweets, uijcloy'd^ 

( Reftlefs till her talk be done, ) . 
Now the bufy bee's empby'd, , 

Sipping dew before the fun. 

Trickling through the creviced rock, • v 

Where the limpid flream diftils^ 
Sweet refrcfhment waits the flock. 

When 'ti/fun drove from the hills. 
Colin's for the promisM conv > 

(Ere the harveft hopes are ripe V 
Anxiou$ ; whilft the huntfman's nom, - 

JBoldly fgunding, drowas bis pij)e. 

y 2 
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wtet ; O fweet, the warbUng throngs 
On die white embloiTom'd ipray ! 
ature's univerlal fong 
J^choes to the riling day. 



Fervid on the glitt'ring flood, 

Now the noontide radiance glows s> 

Drooping o*er its infant bud. 
Not a dew drop's left the rofe. 

By the brook the (hepherd dines. 
From the fierce meridian heat. 

Sheltered by the branching pines. 
Pendant o'er his graflyfeat. 

Now the flock fbrfakes the glade. 

Where uhcheck'd the funbeams fall^ 
Sure to find a pleafing fhade 

By the ivy'd abbey walL 
Echo, in her ^haagmmd. 

O'er the riv^^Kk, andliin^ 
Cannot catch a^Rgle fouj^, ~ 

Save the clack of yotder mill. 

Cattle court the«^ephyr&.bl^nd. 
Where the ftreamlet wanders cooV 

Or with lah£;uid fil^ce ftand 
Midway m the marfhy pool* 

But from mountain, dell, or ftream^ 
Not a flutt'ring zephyr fprings ^ 

Fearful left the noontide beam 
Scorch hs foft, its fdken wiiigs. 

Not a leaf has leave to-ftir. 

Nature's luU'd, ferene, and ftill ! 
Quiet e'en the Ihepherd's c»r. 

Sleeping on the heath .diad hill. . 
l^anguid is the landfcapc rcwnd 

Till the frefti defcending fhow'r,. 
Grateful to the thirfty. ground, 

Raifes ev'ry fainting flow'n 
Now the hill, the hedge, are green, 

N^w the warbler's throat's in tunc ? 
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Blithfome is the verdant fcene, 
Brighten'd by the beams of Noon ! 

SFENING. 

O'er, the heath the heifer ftrays 
Free, (the furrow*d taik is done ;)>^ 

Now the village windows blaze, 
Bumifh'd by the fetting fun. 

Now he fets behind the hill, 

Sinking from a golden iky : 
Can the pencil's mimic fkill 

Copy the refulgent dye ? 
Trudging as the ploughmen go, 

(5*0 the fmoking hamlet bound,) 
Giant like their Ihadows grow. 

Lengthened o'er the level ground. - 

Where the rifing fored fpreads 

Shelter for the lordly dome ! 
To their high built air^^ds. 

See the rooks retuml^^^me ! . 

As the lark with vary 'd tune, 

Carols to the ev'ning loud ; : 
Mark the mild refplendent moon. 

Breaking through a parted cloud ! 

Now the hermit howl^peeps 

From the bam or twifted brake j 
Atid the blue mift flowly creeps. 

Curling on the fihrer lake. 

As the trout in fpeckled pride. 

Playful from its bofom fprings j 
To the banks a ruffled tide 

Verges in fucceflive rings. 
Tripping through the filken . grafs 

O'er 3ie path divided dale, 
Mark t5e rofe^complexion'd lafs 

With her well pois'd niiilking pail I 

Linnets with unnumber'd notes. 

And the cuckoo bird with two. 
Tuning. fweet their mellow throats. 

Bid tbe fetting fun adieu. eunNiUQBAua 
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SECTION XX. 

THE ORDER OF NATURE, 

See, thro* this air, this ocean, and this earth. 
All matter quick, and burftine; into birth. 
Above, how high progreffive life may go ! 
Around, how widef J ^ow deep extend below ! 
Vaft chain of being ! which from God began, . 
Nature etherial, human, angel, man ; * 
Beaft,bird, fiih, infe<5t, what no eye can fee, . 
No glafs can reach ; from infinite to thee, 
From thee to nothing. On fuperior pow'rs " 
Were we to prefs, inferior might on ours ; . 
Or in the full creation leave a void. 
Were, one ftep broken, the great fcale*s*deftroy*d : 
From nature's chain whatever link you ftxike, 
Tenth or ten thoufandth, breaks the chain alike. 

And, if each fyftem in gradation roll, 
Alike eflential to th* a mazin g wliole, \ 
The lead confuiion bu|^^ne, ilot all , 
That fyflem only, buB^whole muft Vail. 
Let earth, UTibalancM trora her orbit fly. 
Planets and funs run lawlefs thro' the fky ; 
Let ruling angels from their fpheres be hurPd, . 
Being on being; wreck' d, and world on world ; 
Heaven's whole foundations to their centre nod, • 
And nature trembles to the throne of God. \ 
All tliis dread order brc^, for whom ? for thee I 
Vile worm ! Oh madnefs ! pride ! impiety ! 

What if the foot, ordain'd the duft to tread. 
Or hand, to toil, albir*d to be the head ? 
What if the head, the eye, or ear, repin'd 
To ferve mere engines to the ruling mind ? 
Jufl as abfurd for any part to claim 
To be another, in this gen'ral frame ; 
Juft as abfurd, to mourn the tafks or pains. 
The great diredlmg MIND or At l ordains. 

All are but Rarts of one ftupendous whole, 
Whofe body nature is, and God the foul : 
That, chang'd thro' all, and yet in all the fam V 
Great in thi* earth, as in th' edierial frame ; 
W^riijs ia x)^ fup^ T^eflies IB the tj^exe^ 



•-^gitized by Google 



CHAP* rU PROMISCUOUS PIECISt. 251 

m 

Glows in the ftars, and bloffams in the trees 5 
Lives thro'" all life^ extends thro* all extent. 
Spreads undivided, operates unfpent ; 
Breathes in our foul, informs our mortal part. 
As Full, as perfed, in a hair as heart ; 
As full, as perfeA, in vile man that mourns,. 
As the rapt feraph that adores and biuns ; 
To him no high no low, iio great no fmall j 
He fills, he bounds, conne<5ls, and equals all. 
Ceafe then, nor order imperfeftion name : 
Our proper blifs depends on what we blame. 
Know thy own point : this kind, this due degree 
Of blindncfe, weaknefsi Heaven bellows on thee^ 
Submit. In this, or any other fphere. 
Secure to be as bled as thou cand bear : 
Safe in the hand of one difpoiing PoVr,. 
Or in the i^tal, or the mortal hour.. 
All nature is Irut art, unknown to thee ; 
All diance» dire(ftion, which thou canft not fee ; 
All difcord, harmony not underftood 5 
All partial evil, univerfal g«K>d : 
And, fpite of Pride, in erring Reafbn's fpite. 
One truth is dear, whatever is, is right. ^qpx*. 

SECTION XXI* 
CGMFwaNCE m ntFUTE noTBcnom 

How are thy fervants bleft, O Lord ! 

How lure is their defence I 
Eternal Wifdom is their guide> 

Their help Omnipotence. 

In foreign realms, and lands, remote. 

Supported by thy care, 
Throu£;h burning climes I pafs'd unhurt^ 

And breathM m tainted air. 

Thy mercy fweeten'd ev'ry foil. 

Made ev'ry region pleafe ; 
The hoary Alpine hills it warm'd. 

And finooth'd the Tyrrhene feas. 

Think, O my foul, devoutly think^ 
How, with affrighted eyes^ 
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'^ ^ 

Thou faw^ft the wide extended deep 

In all its horrors rife ! 
Cpnfufion dwelt in ev'ry face, 

And fear in ev'ry heart. 
When waves on waves, and gulfs in gulfs, . 

O'ercame the pilot's art. 
Yet then, from all my griefs, O Lordj 

Thy mercy fet me free ; 
While in the confidence of pray'r 

My foul took hold on thee. 
For tho' in dreadful whirls we hung 

High on the broken wave, 
I knew thou wert not flow to hear. 

Nor impotent to fave. 

The ftorm was laid, the winds retired. 

Obedient to thy will ; 
The fea, that roar'd at thy command, 

At thy command was ftill; 

In midft of dangers, fears, and deaths, 

Thy goodnefs I'll adore ; 
And praife the.efor thy mercies paft> 

And humbly hope for more. 

My life, if thou preferv'ft my life. 

Thy facrifice (hall be 5 
And death, if death muft be my doom, : 

Shall join my foul to thee. .di>Dnoit.' 

SECTION XXII. 

HYMN ON A REFIEfF OF THE SEASONS. 

These, as they change. Almighty Father, thefe. 
Are but the varied God. ^ The rolling year 
Is full of thee. Forth in the pleafmg Spring 
Tliy beauty walks, Thy tendernefs and love. 
Wide flufh the fields ; the foftening air is balm 5? 
Eclu) the mountains round ; the foreft fmiles ; 
And every fenfe, and every heart is joy. 
Then comes Thy .glory in the funvner months, 
^ With light and heal refiilgent. Then Thy fbn • 
Shoots full perfe<5tion thro' the fwelling year j 
And oft Thy voice in dreadful thunder fpeaks ; 
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. And oft? at dawn, deep noon, pr falling eve^ 
By brooks and groves, in hollow whifp*ring gales 
Thy bounty (hines in autumn unconfin'd. 
And fpreads a common feaft for all that lives. 
In winter awful Thou ! with clouds and ftorms 
Around Thee thrown, tempeft o'er tempeft roU'd 
Majeftic darknefs ! On the whirlwinds wind. 
Riding fublime, Thou bid ft the world adore ; 
- And humbleft nature with Thy northern blaft. 
Myfterious round ! what ikill, what force divit 
Deep felt, in thefe appear ! a fimple train. 
Yet fo delightful mix'd, with fuch kind art. 
Such beauty and beneficence combined ; 
Shade, Unperceiv'd, fo foft'nin^ into (hade. 
And all fo forming an harmonious whole. 
That, as they ftill fucceed, they ravifii ftill. 
But wand'ring oft, with brute unconfcious gaze, 
Man marks li^p^Thee, njarWSK)t the mighf^ l^n^ 
Thatjkver hpfyy wheels the flWt fphereis^ * ^ 
Wks m th| ferret deep ; ihoots, fteaming^ then 
'le fair profufion that o'erfpreads the fpring ; 
from the fun dired the flaming day ; 
Feeds ev'ry creature 5 hurls the tempeft. f^rth ; 
\ And, as on eardi this greitful change revives, 
^-^lllh troirfp^rl touches all the fprin^s df l5e. 
Nature, attends join ev'ry living foul, 
Beneath the fpacious temple of the Iky, 
In adoration join ! and, ardent, raife 

One general fong 1 

Ye, chief, for whom tlie whole creaticki fmiles, 
At once the head, the heart, and tongue of all^ 
Crown the great hymn ! 
For me, when I forget the darling theme. 
Whether the bloffbm blows ; the fummer ray 
RufTets the plain ; infpiring autumn gleams ; 
Or winter rifes in the black'ning eaft ; "^ 
Be my tongue mute, may fancy paint no more, 
And dead to joy, forget my heart to beat ! 

Should fate command me to the fartheft verg 
Of the green earth, to diftant barb'rous climes. 
Rivers unknown to fong t where firft the fun 
Ctlds Indian mountains, or his fetting beqpi 
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Flaxnies on th' Atkntk illes i 'tis noUght to me i 

Since God is evei- prefeAt, ever f^H> 

In the Yoid wafte as in the city fiill $ 

Afid where he vital hresi&es there miift be joj. 

When e'en at laft the folemn hotir fhall com^ 

And wing my myftic flight to fiittire worlds, 

I cheerftu will obey ; there, with new powers, 

Willrifing wonders fing : I cannot go 

Where univbrsax love not fmiles ardtfnd, 

Suftaining all yon otbs, and all their funs ; 

From feeming evil ftill educing good, 

And better thence again, and better ftill, .tcf • 

In infinite progrefliofi. But I lofe 

Myfelf in him, in light ineffable ! 

Come thfiii e jprefllve iUeno^ mufe hi5.prai&» 
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